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To the Reader

Please read the Scripture passage carefully and prayerfully and then the notes. Take time to look up the Scripture references given in the notes. They are an integral part of the meditation and the extra time spent will be abundantly recompensed.

These notes originally appeared as "chaque jour les Ecritures" (3rd edition) published by La Bonne Semence, Valence, France. In sending them forth in the English translation we would echo the words of the author: "Never forget that 'All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.' (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). May the Lord grant us in reading His word to experience and progress in these things with Him."

Quotations are taken from the Authorised Version.



January 1

Job 1:1-12

1There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.2And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.3His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.4And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them.5And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.7And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.8And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?9Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?10Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.11But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.12And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.


The book of Job is different from those which precede it. It is a poetic book, it is very old and the people in it are chosen from outside the children of Israel. For the lesson it contains concerns not only Abraham's family but every creature. Let us ask God to teach us in the same way as He taught Job.
"There is no point in giving us a long account of Job's prosperity; on the contrary the Holy Spirit recounts to us in detail what took place during his afflictions. It is very worthwhile and this account will profit the children of God even to the end of time." (JND).
The first few verses (1-5) then tell us briefly who this man is, what he possesses and what he does for his family. The following verses tell us what happens in heaven concerning him. The formidable Accuser comes on the scene (Rev. 12:10). But we should take note of two reassuring points:–
The LORD enters the battle first.
The licence which He gives Satan is strictly limited.
Finally let us never forget the question in Romans 8:33 . . . nor v. 28 of that same chapter. We shall see "all things" (afflictions as well as prosperity) working together for the good of one who fears God.


January 2

Job 1:13-22

13And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house:14And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them:15And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.16While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.17While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.18While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house:19And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.20Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,21And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.22In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.


Until this moment, the LORD had surrounded His servant, Job, with a protective hedge (v. 10). In the same way, an invisible barrier protects believers at one and the same time against attacks from outside and against their own tendency to leave the place of blessing. Christian children, for example, are guarded by the watchful authority of their parents and restrained by the teaching they hear in the meetings. May they never deliberately break down this hedge (Ecc. 10:8)!
Satan has obtained permission to act (cf. Luke 22:31). He chooses a favourable day and, with an eagerness which emphasizes his hatred, he strikes poor Job four times in quick succession. In one moment, our patriarch, without so much as being able to draw breath (Job 9:18), finds himself stripped of all his prosperity and deprived of his ten children. Standing in the midst of this ruin, he is not shaken by it, showing that his confidence did not rest in the good things he had received but in Him who had given them. "Doth Job fear God for nought?", the devil had insinuated (v. 9). Through grace, Job proves him wrong; even when he has nothing left, he continues to fear God. Satan had declared, "He will curse thee to thy face" (v. 11).
"Blessed be the name of the LORD!" cries Job when everything has been taken away from him (v. 21).


January 3

Job 2:1-13

1Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.2And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.3And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.4And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life.5But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face.6And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.7So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.8And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes.9Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.10But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.11Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him.12And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.13So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great.


With the LORD's permission, Satan launched a new attack against Job. This time he attacks his body. This is too much for Job's wife. "Curse God, and die," she cries — another ordeal for our patriarch. His own wife is the instrument of the Enemy to get him to curse God to His face (as Satan had vowed he would: Job 1:11; Job 2:5). But Job remains firm, receiving the evil as well as the good "at the hand of God" (v. 10; Lam. 3:38). We, who are so often irritated by such small things, would do well to admire and imitate the example of this man of God. Our tendency is always to seize on the visible causes of our difficulties. But for Job it is not the Sabeans, nor the Chaldeans, nor even Satan, who are responsible for his misfortunes. He recognizes the hand of God behind these human agents (only he does not yet know that it is a loving hand). And we have an incomparably greater Example — the One who received everything from His Father's hand, including the cup of God's wrath against sin (John 18:11).
The chapter ends with a moving scene: Job and his three friends, sitting in silence for seven days in the face of unprecedented grief and in the presence of profound mystery.


January 4

Job 3:1-26

1After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.2And Job spake, and said,3Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived.4Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it.5Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it.6As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined unto the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the months.7Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein.8Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning.9Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but have none; neither let it see the dawning of the day:10Because it shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes.11Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly?12Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck?13For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest,14With kings and counsellers of the earth, which built desolate places for themselves;15Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with silver:16Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light.17There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest.18There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor.19The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master.20Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul;21Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for hid treasures;22Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave?23Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in?24For my sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters.25For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.26I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.


Like waves one after the other, seven trials have broken over Job. The Enemy (whose hatred is always stirred up by God's love for His own) has struck the patriarch on five occasions: through his possessions (in three stages), through his children and then through his health. The sixth blow, particularly treacherous, has been delivered by his own wife, yet the man of God has remained steadfast. Now comes the last of these "seven troubles" (Job 5:19), from an altogether unexpected direction. Three friends have arranged to visit Job to show their sympathy. But what the furious assaults of Satan did not succeed in producing, the visit of these comforters now accomplishes. In this connection we should notice how difficult it is to make a helpful visit to someone who is passing through trials and how important it is to prepare for it with prayer. These men sit there, silent, gazing at the desolation of the one whom they had known and respected in his prosperous days. It is more than Job can bear for them to see him as such a spectacle of misery and so much to be pitied. The bitterness which he has held back for so long finally overflows. In heartrending words Job "cursed his day". He would rather he had not been born. He even wants to die. But in His wisdom and love, God had not permitted Satan to go as far as that.


January 5

Job 4:1-21

1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,2If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking?3Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands.4Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees.5But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled.6Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways?7Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?8Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.9By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed.10The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are broken.11The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lion's whelps are scattered abroad.12Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof.13In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men,14Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake.15Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up:16It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying,17Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker?18Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:19How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth?20They are destroyed from morning to evening: they perish for ever without any regarding it.21Doth not their excellency which is in them go away? they die, even without wisdom.


Now in their turn, Job's friends begin to speak. What can these comforters say which will be of comfort? What wisdom can these wise men bring to instruct their unhappy friend and dispel his despair? Will they have, like the divine Teacher later, the tongue of the learned who can "speak a word in season to him that is weary"? (Isa. 50:4). On the contrary, little by little, their speech only exasperates poor Job. It is not that their arguments are always false; we find here great truths which form part of the inspired Word. Some verses are even quoted in the New Testament (for example, Job 5:13 in 1 Cor. 3:19). But Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar wrongly apply these truths in Job's case. Like these three men, we can know many such truths — and use them at the wrong time. "A word spoken in due season, how good is it" (Prov. 15:23).
In vv. 3 and 4, Eliphaz bears a good testimony to Job, who, before he was himself under testing, had lifted up the hands which hang down and the feeble knees (Heb. 12:12). "Well," his friend says sharply to him, "now that it is your turn to be hit by misfortune, put into practice what you taught others." (see Rom. 2:21).


January 6

Job 5:1-27

1Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt thou turn?2For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one.3I have seen the foolish taking root: but suddenly I cursed his habitation.4His children are far from safety, and they are crushed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver them.5Whose harvest the hungry eateth up, and taketh it even out of the thorns, and the robber swalloweth up their substance.6Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground;7Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.8I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause:9Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number:10Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields:11To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety.12He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise.13He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong.14They meet with darkness in the daytime, and grope in the noonday as in the night.15But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty.16So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth.17Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty:18For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole.19He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.20In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword.21Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.22At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth.23For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee.24And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin.25Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth.26Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season.27Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; hear it, and know thou it for thy good.


The main theme which the three friends are about to develop in their discourses is the following:— God is righteous. He would not have struck Job so severely if Job himself had not deserved it. All his afflictions are a punishment and a judgment. If he will confess his sins, he will be restored. But we know from the beginning of the story that Job could not be blamed for any particular fault. The LORD Himself said to Satan: "Thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause" (Job 2:3). It was therefore wrong to consider his afflictions as punishment. This was no punishment, and vv. 17 and 18 are a wonderful summary of his whole story. We should compare them with Proverbs 3:11-12, quoted in Hebrews 12:5-6: "My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction; for whom the LORD loveth he correcteth". The LORD certainly had something to admonish, something to set right with His servant: Job's sense of his own righteousness. He had afflicted him, but He was also going to heal him for his good.
Whom the Lord loveth! What wonderful words of comfort! The storm which is unleashed by Satan is in the end a proof of divine love for the believer.


January 7

Job 6:1-30

1But Job answered and said,2Oh that my grief were throughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances together!3For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up.4For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me.5Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over his fodder?6Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg?7The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat.8Oh that I might have my request; and that God would grant me the thing that I long for!9Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off!10Then should I yet have comfort; yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: let him not spare; for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One.11What is my strength, that I should hope? and what is mine end, that I should prolong my life?12Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass?13Is not my help in me? and is wisdom driven quite from me?14To him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his friend; but he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty.15My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of brooks they pass away;16Which are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid:17What time they wax warm, they vanish: when it is hot, they are consumed out of their place.18The paths of their way are turned aside; they go to nothing, and perish.19The troops of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them.20They were confounded because they had hoped; they came thither, and were ashamed.21For now ye are nothing; ye see my casting down, and are afraid.22Did I say, Bring unto me? or, Give a reward for me of your substance?23Or, Deliver me from the enemy's hand? or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty?24Teach me, and I will hold my tongue: and cause me to understand wherein I have erred.25How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove?26Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind?27Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend.28Now therefore be content, look upon me; for it is evident unto you if I lie.29Return, I pray you, let it not be iniquity; yea, return again, my righteousness is in it.30Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern perverse things?


Each discourse from one of his friends gives rise to a reply from Job. He realises that his excessive distress makes him say "vehement words" (v. 3 – JND New Translation). Let us beware of allowing such words to escape our lips when we are excited or angry (Prov. 29:20). "What is mine end that I should have patience?" asks Job in v. 11 (JND – New Translation). "The patience of Job", to which the epistle of James bears witness, only held good until the sixth affliction. And before he can know "his end", or rather the marvellous "end (purpose) of the Lord", for him, it was necessary that this patience should have had "her perfect work" in him. It is this trial of faith which is going to produce it (James 1:3-4; James 5:11). Like Job we are always anxious to know the end of what is happening to us. But God, in His wisdom, does not usually reveal it to us in advance, so that we may learn true patience, which does not need to understand in order to submit and count on Him.
Job has learned the first lesson: to know that there is no help in himself, that all wisdom is driven from him (v. 13). It is a good thing to have understood that. There is no need for us to have to go through so many afflictions in order to be convinced of that. Let us simply believe what the word of God tells us.


January 8

Job 7:1-21

1Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an hireling?2As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work:3So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me.4When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day.5My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome.6My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope.7O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good.8The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.9As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more.10He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more.11Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.12Am I a sea, or a whale, that thou settest a watch over me?13When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint;14Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions:15So that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than my life.16I loathe it; I would not live alway: let me alone; for my days are vanity.17What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?18And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and try him every moment?19How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle?20I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of men? why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to myself?21And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away mine iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.


It is no longer to Eliphaz but to the LORD that Job addresses the end of his discourse. He paints a brief picture of the pitiable condition of man on earth. Labour, earnest desire, darkness, wearisome nights, tossings, bitterness, complaints, loathing, vanity — these are the expressions he uses and which sum up human experience only too well. But the keyword has not yet been spoken, the word which, whether we recognize it or not, is the primary cause of man's distress. Finally Job cries out, "I have sinned", (v. 20). It is in fact sin – not only Adam's nor other people's, but also mine – which is responsible for the evils of the human race. But Job adds, "What have I done unto thee?" as if sin were only that, a source of misery for man, when it is first and foremost an offence against God.
Generally speaking, in testing someone, God seeks to bring him to an acknowledgment of his wretched state, a conviction of sin and confession of it to God.
Psalm 8 brings a glorious answer to the despairing questions of vv. 17 and 18 by presenting Christ, the Son of man, the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:22, 45).


January 9

Job 8:1-22

1Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,2How long wilt thou speak these things? and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind?3Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice?4If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away for their transgression;5If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the Almighty;6If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous.7Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase.8For inquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers:9(For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:)10Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart?11Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without water?12Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it withereth before any other herb.13So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite's hope shall perish:14Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider's web.15He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure.16He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in his garden.17His roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the place of stones.18If he destroy him from his place, then it shall deny him, saying, I have not seen thee.19Behold, this is the joy of his way, and out of the earth shall others grow.20Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers:21Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing.22They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the wicked shall come to nought.


Let us now listen to what Bildad has to say. Not daring to declare again openly that Job's misfortunes are the result of his own sins, he begins by speaking of Job's sons. For him, the answer is obvious: the death of Job's children is the consequence of their own sins (v. 4). They have sinned and God has struck them down. These are cruel words for this believing man to hear, for we know that his was the happy custom of getting up early in the morning to offer burnt offerings on behalf of his sons (Job 1:5). It is as if his friend were saying to him: "Your prayers were useless; God has not listened to you and did not want to save your children".
The three friends knew God only as a righteous Judge. Certainly the righteousness of the Almighty (v. 3) is one side of the truth. This righteousness is so perfect that when our sins were laid on His own Son, God's anger had to fall on Him. But the cross, where this supreme proof of His righteousness was given, at the same time brings us the most wonderful proof of His love. If we speak to men of His righteousness without love, we drive them into being discouraged or into trying to justify themselves. Both these results will be seen in Job, brought about by his friends' reasonings.


January 10

Job 9:1-21

1Then Job answered and said,2I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?3If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand.4He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered?5Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger.6Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.7Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.8Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea.9Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.10Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number.11Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not.12Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou?13If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him.14How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him?15Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my judge.16If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice.17For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause.18He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness.19If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong: and if of judgment, who shall set me a time to plead?20If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.21Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul: I would despise my life.


Bildad has emphasized God's inflexible righteousness. Job can only agree with him. But then he raises the great question: "How should man be just with God?" (v. 2). This question has tormented many wise men and thinkers from the beginning of time. The answer is not in the arguments of philosophers or moralists. It is not even in the mighty works of the Creator, of which Job here gives several examples. We find it in the Word of God! After having established that "there is none righteous, no, not one", the Word gives us the good news: we are "justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" . . . and at the same time: "a man is justified by faith . . ." (Rom. 3:10, 24, 28 – see also Titus 3: 7; 1 Cor. 6:11; Gal. 3:24).
From v. 15 onwards, Job expresses his complete helplessness. The struggle between himself and God is quite unequal. He considers himself crushed by a merciless Judge, who is multiplying his wounds without cause (vv. 15, 17). What sad thoughts these are for a believer!
Through the Lord Jesus, we know God as a loving Father. No circumstances, however painful, should make us forget this.


January 11

Job 9:22-35

22This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked.23If the scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent.24The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: he covereth the faces of the judges thereof; if not, where, and who is he?25Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good.26They are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey.27If I say, I will forget my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort myself:28I am afraid of all my sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent.29If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain?30If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean;31Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me.32For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment.33Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both.34Let him take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me:35Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it is not so with me.


In Job 7:6, Job had compared the passing of his days to a weaver's shuttle. Here he uses the picture of a runner (v. 25 – JND translation), then of light boats (skiffs of reed – JND translation) carried down by a river, finally of an eagle which swoops down on its prey (see also James 4:14 and Ps. 39:5). When we are young, we hardly realise this, but all older readers will bear this out: life really passes very quickly.
No, it is not possible to hold back these days which escape for ever. On the other hand, the way we fill our days can have eternal value. Used for the world, our time disappears in empty vanity. But if they are used for the Lord, the short moments in which we are on the earth can bear fruit which remains (John 15:16).
We address a very special exhortation to those among our readers who do not yet belong to the Lord: this rapid passing of days encourages people just to enjoy their earthly life. "Time is speeding by, hurry and enjoy yourself; man has no haven, time has no shore", a poet has said. This is a lie! There is another side (Mark 4:35), a haven does exist (Ps. 107:30). But do not delay in taking shelter there!


January 12

Job 10:1-22

1My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.2I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou contendest with me.3Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked?4Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth?5Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as man's days,6That thou inquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin?7Thou knowest that I am not wicked; and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand.8Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me.9Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into dust again?10Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese?11Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.12Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit.13And these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I know that this is with thee.14If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity.15If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine affliction;16For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a fierce lion: and again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me.17Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, and increasest thine indignation upon me; changes and war are against me.18Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb? Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me!19I should have been as though I had not been; I should have been carried from the womb to the grave.20Are not my days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little,21Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death;22A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness.


"Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress?" Such is the question that Job, in his bitterness, would put to God (v. 3). Scripture answers him with a verse which we must never forget in our times of testing: "He doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men" (Lam. 3:33). This is all the more true when it concerns His own children.
Like Job in vv. 8 to 12, David in Psalm 139:14-16 marvels at the way in which he has been created. And Job concludes in the same way: The One who has made me thus, "knit . . . together with bones and sinews", (JND translation) knows me to the depths of my soul. How could it ever be possible to hide anything at all from Him? The light of God, His eyes which search out sin, these are what disturb Job (v. 6; Job 13:9). He feels he is before the LORD like prey hunted by a lion (v. 16). In the same way, the author of Psalm 139 at first seeks to hide away from God's sight. But in the end he comes round to wanting to be searched and known by Him (Ps. 139:23). We have made real progress when we have reached that point!
"Thy visitation hath preserved my spirit", Job acknowledges in v. 12. Without this care, who knows to what depths he would have sunk? Perhaps even as far as cursing God or committing suicide (Job 2:9). May we similarly recognise that our spirits, which can be so quickly excited or, on the contrary, as quickly depressed, need to be preserved by the Lord!


January 13

Job 11:1-20

1Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,2Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be justified?3Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed?4For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine eyes.5But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee;6And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that they are double to that which is! Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth.7Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?8It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?9The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.10If he cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him?11For he knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider it?12For vain man would be wise, though man be born like a wild ass's colt.13If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him;14If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles.15For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear:16Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as waters that pass away:17And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning.18And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety.19Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid; yea, many shall make suit unto thee.20But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.


It is now Zophar's turn to speak. He really is a strange comforter! He is even harsher than his two companions and begins by accusing Job of being a man full of talk (v. 2), a liar and a mocker (v. 3). He then goes on to speak of Job's iniquity (v. 6). And from v. 13 onwards, he paints a picture of what in his opinion a man must do to be blessed by God: if you do this, if you do that. This kind of spirit is called legalism. Eliphaz has already urged Job to put his trust, not in God, but in his own fear of God, in the uprightness of his ways (Job 4:6). And Job was indeed only too ready to depend on himself . . . rather than on the LORD. This shows us just how much the human heart is imbued with self-righteousness. Even a believer may suffer from this legal spirit which leads him to think well of himself and, in consequence, to underestimate the greatness of the grace of God. Vv. 7 to 9 pose some very precise questions on the subject of the infinitude of God in every direction: height, depth, length and breadth. What human being is able to appreciate this? Ephesians 3:18-19 gives us the answer:- through the Spirit, all the saints are "able to comprehend what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge".


January 14

Job 12:1-25

1And Job answered and said,2No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you.3But I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you: yea, who knoweth not such things as these?4I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon God, and he answereth him: the just upright man is laughed to scorn.5He that is ready to slip with his feet is as a lamp despised in the thought of him that is at ease.6The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into whose hand God bringeth abundantly.7But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee:8Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.9Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought this?10In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.11Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his meat?12With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding.13With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding.14Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening.15Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth.16With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his.17He leadeth counsellers away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools.18He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle.19He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty.20He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged.21He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty.22He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death.23He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again.24He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way.25They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.


The platitudes which Zophar has just been setting forth as if Job were inferior to him in knowledge, have only humiliated and annoyed Job. Not only has Job failed to receive the pity which he had the right to expect from his friends (Job 6:14), but he declares that he has become a laughingstock before them (v. 4; see also Job 17:2; Job 21:3; Job 30:1; Ps. 35:15). This reminds us of those who, wagging their heads, passed by the "just upright Man" (v. 4), the crucified One, mocking Him, and saying, "He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him" (Matt. 27:43). In other words — if God does not deliver Him, this is proof that He deserved His anger. (In short this is the reasoning of Job's friends). "We did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted", the repentant Jewish people will say when they return to Jesus their Saviour (Isa. 53:4). Yes, Christ, precisely because He was the just upright man, knew and experienced more than anyone the bitterness of the unjust accusations. But His trust in His God and His total submission were not shaken (Ps. 56:5-6, 11).
What a contrast with Job who could stand neither the taunting nor the false accusations and who in the next three chapters (12-14) is to set himself up as the advocate of his just cause (Job 13:18).


January 15

Job 14:1-22

1Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.2He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.3And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgment with thee?4Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.5Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass;6Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day.7For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.8Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground;9Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant.10But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?11As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up:12So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.13O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!14If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.15Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.16For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not watch over my sin?17My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity.18And surely the mountain falling cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place.19The waters wear the stones: thou washest away the things which grow out of the dust of the earth; and thou destroyest the hope of man.20Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth: thou changest his countenance, and sendest him away.21His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.22But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn.


Many people have the same idea as Job about God: an all-powerful Being who acts arbitrarily, without taking account of anyone, and whose ways are quite beyond our understanding. Man is entirely at His mercy, like a leaf driven to and fro by the wind (Job 13:25), and the only thing he can do is to try to shelter in the best way he can from God's attacks. This "fatalism" is found in most Eastern religions. It is certainly true that God is all-powerful and acts according to His sovereign will. It is equally true that man is weak and dependent; that he "cometh forth like a flower and is cut down" (v. 2; 1 Peter 1:24). But it is not true that God makes a plaything of man, controlling him for His own pleasure (v. 20). On the contrary, He cares for His creature and will not break the "bruised reed" (Isa. 42:3; Matt. 12:20).
"Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?" asks Job (v. 4). Later he cries, "My transgression is sealed up in a bag" (v. 17). He has no understanding of the fulness of grace, as is always the case when someone is occupied with self-justification. Does each one of us know Him as the One who completely cleanses the defiled sinner and who has thrown the "bag" containing all our sins into the depths of the sea? (Micah 7:19).


January 16

Job 15:1-16

1Then answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said,2Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind?3Should he reason with unprofitable talk? or with speeches wherewith he can do no good?4Yea, thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.5For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the crafty.6Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, thine own lips testify against thee.7Art thou the first man that was born? or wast thou made before the hills?8Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself?9What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest thou, which is not in us?10With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father.11Are the consolations of God small with thee? is there any secret thing with thee?12Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at,13That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth?14What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he should be righteous?15Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight.16How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?


A new debate has now begun. Each speaker takes his turn in the same order as before. Blow by blow, the three companions drive home their accusations into Job's conscience, as one hammers in a nail. "You are a hypocrite and a cunning man. If you were not guilty, you would not defend yourself with so many words" (vv. 5, 6).
Job's three friends are moralists, each one having his own theory and method of argument. Eliphaz rests on human experience: what he knows (v. 9), and what he has seen (v. 17). Bildad, on the other hand, likes to refer to the old traditions (for example – Job 8:8). As for Zophar, we have already noticed that his arguments are inspired by sheer legalism. But not one of the three friends bases his charges on what God has said. Seeing they have such an uncertain foundation, we should not be surprised if they err "not knowing the scriptures" (Matt. 22:29). The Word of God is the only authority in which we can put our trust and with which we can help those whom God allows to cross our path. A young person, even a child, who knows the Word, has more understanding than an old person with grey hair (v. 10), whose wisdom is based only on his own experience (Ps. 119:99-100).


January 17

Job 16:1-22

1Then Job answered and said,2I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all.3Shall vain words have an end? or what emboldeneth thee that thou answerest?4I also could speak as ye do: if your soul were in my soul's stead, I could heap up words against you, and shake mine head at you.5But I would strengthen you with my mouth, and the moving of my lips should asswage your grief.6Though I speak, my grief is not asswaged: and though I forbear, what am I eased?7But now he hath made me weary: thou hast made desolate all my company.8And thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness against me: and my leanness rising up in me beareth witness to my face.9He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me.10They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me.11God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the wicked.12I was at ease, but he hath broken me asunder: he hath also taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pieces, and set me up for his mark.13His archers compass me round about, he cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare; he poureth out my gall upon the ground.14He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he runneth upon me like a giant.15I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin, and defiled my horn in the dust.16My face is foul with weeping, and my eyelids is the shadow of death;17Not for any injustice in mine hands: also my prayer is pure.18O earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my cry have no place.19Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my record is on high.20My friends scorn me: but mine eye poureth out tears unto God.21O that one might plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour!22When a few years are come, then I shall go the way whence I shall not return.


"Miserable comforters are ye all", Job replies to his visitors (v. 2). "Look how I would act if you were in my place and I in yours" (v. 4). In order to show real sympathy with someone, we must enter into his troubles as if we were experiencing them ourselves (Heb. 13:3). Jesus never healed a sick person without first feeling the weight of his suffering. "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses" (Matt. 8:17). This is why He merits His name of Friend (Matt. 11:19) which Job's three visitors certainly do not.
In v. 9 Job sees himself struck down by God's anger. In v. 10 he describes what he is enduring from men. Job's afflictions were many. But they were nothing in comparison with what Christ suffered, He who "had done no violence" (Isa. 53: 9; cf. v. 17 – JND translation). He submitted to men who were moved by Satan; then in those three hours of darkness on the Cross, He endured indescribable sufferings at God's hand. Now His shed blood saves believers and condemns the world. He Himself is in heaven for us, the Witness of our justification (v. 19). Before God, He is also the Arbitrator or Mediator for whom Job felt the need (v. 21 – JND translation).


January 18

Job 17:1-16

1My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me.2Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye continue in their provocation?3Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands with me?4For thou hast hid their heart from understanding: therefore shalt thou not exalt them.5He that speaketh flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his children shall fail.6He hath made me also a byword of the people; and aforetime I was as a tabret.7Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, and all my members are as a shadow.8Upright men shall be astonied at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself against the hypocrite.9The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.10But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one wise man among you.11My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart.12They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness.13If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my bed in the darkness.14I have said to corruption, Thou art my father: to the worm, Thou are my mother, and my sister.15And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall see it?16They shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together is in the dust.


Job, in his suffering, sees no way out other than death, and he calls death to his aid. This should have proved to his friends that he did not have a bad conscience. If he had been guilty of what they were accusing him, would he not have been afraid to appear before God?
His words become ever more heart-rending: "I am become one to be spit on in the face", (v. 6 – JND translation). This hateful and ignominious outrage was inflicted on our Saviour (Isa. 50: 6; Mark 14:65; Mark 15:19). Man showed all the baseness of which he is capable by insulting, in such a cowardly manner, Him who was without defence and who of His own free will had already gone to the lowest depths.
"Upright men shall be astonied at this", continues Job in v. 8. What a truly incomprehensible thing to see "the righteous forsaken" (Ps. 37:25). Such a sight risked upsetting the faith of many who believed in the righteousness of God (cf. Ps. 69:6).
"My purposes are broken off," cries job, "even the thoughts of my heart" (v. 11). Indeed God comes into our lives to bring us to examine our hearts and there disclose plans which may be dear to us but which do not meet with His approval (Prov. 16:9; Prov. 19:21).
 
Job 18:1-21
19 JANUARY
In seeking to crush their friend, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar work away without realising that they may shake his faith in God.
To accuse someone like this is the way Satan usually works. Not only does he attack the believer before the LORD, as we have seen him do in ch. 1 and 2, but he also accuses him from within himself by instigating doubts – "You do not have the true kind of faith! You are not saved! You can see that God is forsaking you. If you were a child of God, you would not behave like this."
And as these first doubts are sown, they lead to others, for the Enemy uses them to whisper again, "Since you have doubts, that is proof that you do not have faith; a believer cannot doubt."
Let us vigorously turn away these "fiery darts of the wicked". How can we do this? By using the "shield of faith", in other words, by simple trust in God and in the promises of His Word (Eph. 6:16).
Bildad refers to the king of terrors (v. 14). This is death, an ever-present threat, towards which every man must direct his steps without knowing when he will meet it. But for the believer it is no longer a dreaded thing. In meeting death of His own free will, Jesus rendered Satan, who had the power of death, powerless (Heb. 2:14).


January 19

Job 18:1-21

1Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,2How long will it be ere ye make an end of words? mark, and afterwards we will speak.3Wherefore are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in your sight?4He teareth himself in his anger: shall the earth be forsaken for thee? and shall the rock be removed out of his place?5Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine.6The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him.7The steps of his strength shall be straitened, and his own counsel shall cast him down.8For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare.9The gin shall take him by the heel, and the robber shall prevail against him.10The snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the way.11Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to his feet.12His strength shall be hungerbitten, and destruction shall be ready at his side.13It shall devour the strength of his skin: even the firstborn of death shall devour his strength.14His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of terrors.15It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it is none of his: brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation.16His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off.17His remembrance shall perish from the earth, and he shall have no name in the street.18He shall be driven from light into darkness, and chased out of the world.19He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings.20They that come after him shall be astonied at his day, as they that went before were affrighted.21Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, and this is the place of him that knoweth not God.


In seeking to crush their friend, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar work away without realising that they may shake his faith in God.
To accuse someone like this is the way Satan usually works. Not only does he attack the believer before the LORD, as we have seen him do in ch. 1 and 2, but he also accuses him from within himself by instigating doubts – "You do not have the true kind of faith! You are not saved! You can see that God is forsaking you. If you were a child of God, you would not behave like this."
And as these first doubts are sown, they lead to others, for the Enemy uses them to whisper again, "Since you have doubts, that is proof that you do not have faith; a believer cannot doubt."
Let us vigorously turn away these "fiery darts of the wicked". How can we do this? By using the "shield of faith", in other words, by simple trust in God and in the promises of His Word (Eph. 6:16).
Bildad refers to the king of terrors (v. 14). This is death, an ever-present threat, towards which every man must direct his steps without knowing when he will meet it. But for the believer it is no longer a dreaded thing. In meeting death of His own free will, Jesus rendered Satan, who had the power of death, powerless (Heb. 2:14).


January 20

Job 19:1-20

1Then Job answered and said,2How long will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces with words?3These ten times have ye reproached me: ye are not ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to me.4And be it indeed that I have erred, mine error remaineth with myself.5If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against me, and plead against me my reproach:6Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath compassed me with his net.7Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgment.8He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness in my paths.9He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head.10He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone: and mine hope hath he removed like a tree.11He hath also kindled his wrath against me, and he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies.12His troops come together, and raise up their way against me, and encamp round about my tabernacle.13He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me.14My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me.15They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me for a stranger: I am an alien in their sight.16I called my servant, and he gave me no answer; I intreated him with my mouth.17My breath is strange to my wife, though I intreated for the children's sake of mine own body.18Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they spake against me.19All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned against me.20My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth.


"How long?" Bildad had asked (Job 18:2). "How long" . . . replies Job in a heated tone. Indeed this "dialogue between deaf people" where each is pursuing his own idea could go on for ever. "Job thinks that God is against him without reason; his friends think that God is against him with reason. In fact they are all wrong; God is for Job" (AG) (cf. Lam. 3:1).
We who are, for the most part, surrounded by the love and understanding of our families – and how much more from the supreme Friend – let us think how alone Job must have felt in such suffering without being able to open his heart to anyone. Vv. 13-19 are a poignant echo of this feeling of solitude, especially great since he thinks God is against him. "He hath also kindled his wrath against me", he cries (v. 11). No, Job! The divine anger deserved by you and me fell on Someone else who took our place. Those who belong to Jesus will never know this anger.
With the abandonment by God before Him, Christ was not able to share His suffering with anyone. He was misunderstood by everyone and deserted by His own (Mark 14:37, 50). In suffering which never had an equal, no one was ever as alone as He.


January 21

Job 19:21-29; Job 20:1-29

21Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched me.22Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh?23Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book!24That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!25For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:26And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:27Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.28But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the root of the matter is found in me?29Be ye afraid of the sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments of the sword, that ye may know there is a judgment.
1Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,2Therefore do my thoughts cause me to answer, and for this I make haste.3I have heard the check of my reproach, and the spirit of my understanding causeth me to answer.4Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon earth,5That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?6Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds;7Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he?8He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of the night.9The eye also which saw him shall see him no more; neither shall his place any more behold him.10His children shall seek to please the poor, and his hands shall restore their goods.11His bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shall lie down with him in the dust.12Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under his tongue;13Though he spare it, and forsake it not; but keep it still within his mouth:14Yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within him.15He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again: God shall cast them out of his belly.16He shall suck the poison of asps: the viper's tongue shall slay him.17He shall not see the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter.18That which he laboured for shall he restore, and shall not swallow it down: according to his substance shall the restitution be, and he shall not rejoice therein.19Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken the poor; because he hath violently taken away an house which he builded not;20Surely he shall not feel quietness in his belly, he shall not save of that which he desired.21There shall none of his meat be left; therefore shall no man look for his goods.22In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits: every hand of the wicked shall come upon him.23When he is about to fill his belly, God shall cast the fury of his wrath upon him, and shall rain it upon him while he is eating.24He shall flee from the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall strike him through.25It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; yea, the glittering sword cometh out of his gall: terrors are upon him.26All darkness shall be hid in his secret places: a fire not blown shall consume him; it shall go ill with him that is left in his tabernacle.27The heaven shall reveal his iniquity; and the earth shall rise up against him.28The increase of his house shall depart, and his goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath.29This is the portion of a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto him by God.


Job's vehemence contrasts with the cold words of his three companions. They could not offer him any help in his sufferings, but we shall soon discover that Job possessed a foundation which could not be shaken: his faith in a living Redeemer. Vv. 25-27 of ch. 19 tell us this; Job, like the other patriarchs, had received a divine revelation about the resurrection. "In my flesh shall I see God" (cf. Ps. 17:15).
How much more do we know than they did, we who can see the future in the full light of the New Testament! Nevertheless many children of God never get past the cross where they see a Saviour who has died for their sins. This is certainly priceless truth. But do we know that our Redeemer is now living (Rev. 1:18)? "It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Rom. 8:34).
To these remarkable words of faith put into Job's mouth by the Holy Spirit, Zophar replies with his own intelligence (v. 2). He takes up the theme of Eliphaz and Bildad (Job 15:20-25; Job 18:5-21), and enlarges on the destiny which awaits evil men, thus, indirectly and without pity, attacking his poor friend (see Prov. 12: 18).


January 22

Job 21:1-34

1But Job answered and said,2Hear diligently my speech, and let this be your consolations.3Suffer me that I may speak; and after that I have spoken, mock on.4As for me, is my complaint to man? and if it were so, why should not my spirit be troubled?5Mark me, and be astonished, and lay your hand upon your mouth.6Even when I remember I am afraid, and trembling taketh hold on my flesh.7Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?8Their seed is established in their sight with them, and their offspring before their eyes.9Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them.10Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf.11They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their children dance.12They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ.13They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave.14Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.15What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?16Lo, their good is not in their hand: the counsel of the wicked is far from me.17How oft is the candle of the wicked put out! and how oft cometh their destruction upon them! God distributeth sorrows in his anger.18They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away.19God layeth up his iniquity for his children: he rewardeth him, and he shall know it.20His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall drink of the wrath of the Almighty.21For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, when the number of his months is cut off in the midst?22Shall any teach God knowledge? seeing he judgeth those that are high.23One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease and quiet.24His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened with marrow.25And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure.26They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them.27Behold, I know your thoughts, and the devices which ye wrongfully imagine against me.28For ye say, Where is the house of the prince? and where are the dwelling places of the wicked?29Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do ye not know their tokens,30That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.31Who shall declare his way to his face? and who shall repay him what he hath done?32Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb.33The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and every man shall draw after him, as there are innumerable before him.34How then comfort ye me in vain, seeing in your answers there remaineth falsehood?


Job finds himself with a mystery beyond his understanding: why does God, who is righteous, strike the very one who was trying to please Him? (And this is the question of questions – the very one that Jesus asked on the cross – Psalm 22:1). Why, on the other hand, contrary to what Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar have declared, do the wicked prosper to their hearts' content on the earth? They insult God by saying to Him, "Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways" (v. 14), and in spite of saying that, they remain, for the present, unpunished (vv. 7-15; Malachi 3:18). God's silence and His apparent indifference to men's provocations are a puzzle to many believers (Ps. 50:21). This difficult problem, for example, worries the believing Asaph in Psalm 73. What use is it to cleanse my heart – he meditates with bitterness – if I am chastened every morning just the same? The wicked have a better life than I. But let us read v. 17 of this psalm. "Then understood I their end." Let us never be envious of the people of the world! God has the last word but on the other side of the grave. There is complete contrast between this terrible end which awaits the unconverted and the glorious future which the Lord has prepared for His dear redeemed people (John 14:3; John 17:24; Romans 8:17-18).


January 23

Job 22:1-30

1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,2Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself?3Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him that thou makest thy ways perfect?4Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment?5Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities infinite?6For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their clothing.7Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from the hungry.8But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it.9Thou has sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken.10Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee;11Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee.12Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars, how high they are!13And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud?14Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven.15Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden?16Which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown with a flood:17Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for them?18Yet he filled their houses with good things: but the counsel of the wicked is far from me.19The righteous see it, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn.20Whereas our substance is not cut down, but the remnant of them the fire consumeth.21Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.22Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.23If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles.24Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks.25Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver.26For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God.27Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows.28Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy ways.29When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble person.30He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands.


A third series of discourses begins here. Until now the three friends had spoken of the wicked person in a general way: he does this, he deserves that (Job 15:20). Now Eliphaz lays bare the real substance of his thoughts by using direct accusations: your wickedness, your iniquities (v. 5). How far this man and his two companions are from the teachings of the Lord who commands us to judge ourselves first before trying to remove the mote from our brother's eye (Matt. 7:1-5). And also how far away from His example – He who humbled Himself to wash His disciples' feet (John 13:14-15).
In comparing v. 3 with what the LORD said to Satan (Job 1:8; Job 2:3), we can see how little Eliphaz knows God. On the contrary, nothing is more pleasing to Him than a man who practises righteousness (Acts 10:35).
As we read these words, we should always listen to what the Spirit of God wishes to tell us. If, for example, one of our young readers does not yet have peace with God, he should obey the injunction in v. 21:– "Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace; thereby good shall come unto thee" (cf. 2 Cor. 5:20). As for the following verse, it should speak to us all – "Receive . . . the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart".


January 24

Job 23:1-17

1Then Job answered and said,2Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning.3Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat!4I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.5I would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he would say unto me.6Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength in me.7There the righteous might dispute with him; so should I be delivered for ever from my judge.8Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him:9On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him:10But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.11My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined.12Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.13But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even that he doeth.14For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with him.15Therefore am I troubled at his presence: when I consider, I am afraid of him.16For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me:17Because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered the darkness from my face.


Job is already in the middle of his eighth discourse and the gulf is growing ever wider between him and his companions. Like many people today, they see in God a sovereign Creator, too great to condescend to attend to their particular circumstances or to take account of their feelings (see Job 22:2-3, 12). Job has more understanding. He knows that God is interested in him, even more than he would wish Him to be (Job 7:19), but he believes Him to be inaccessible. "Oh that I knew where I might find him", he cries. Does each of us know where he can find God? He has come near to us in the person of the Lord Jesus, so that we can in our turn freely come near to Him by prayer and have access to the place where Christ is seated at God's right hand (v. 3; Hebrews 4:16).
V. 10 reminds us of the purpose of the testing – "I shall come forth as gold", declares Job. Even though he lacks the understanding of the grace which is operating for his good, our patriarch is in agreement with the apostle Peter. He writes: "Though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold which perisheth . . . might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:6-7).


January 25

Job 25:1-6; Job 26:1-14

1Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,2Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh peace in his high places.3Is there any number of his armies? and upon whom doth not his light arise?4How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman?5Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight.6How much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which is a worm?
1But Job answered and said,2How hast thou helped him that is without power? how savest thou the arm that hath no strength?3How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom? and how hast thou plentifully declared the thing as it is?4To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee?5Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof.6Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering.7He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.8He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them.9He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it.10He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an end.11The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof.12He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud.13By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent.14Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?


Bildad means "son of strife", certainly a name which he deserves! But what does the Word tell us about this? "And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves . . ." (2 Tim. 2:24-25). None of the three friends showed any of these characteristics. They knew how to ask questions but were not able to provide the answers; they could wound without being able to heal, throw down but not build up. After a brief discourse from Bildad, they are finally silent. The cruellest words have not succeeded in producing a real conviction of sin in Job. The more he has been accused, the more he has felt the need to justify himself. Only the Holy Spirit can produce this conviction of sin in a person's conscience. Has He done this in yours?
Moreover Job's heart has not been touched by any real word of comfort. We think of that exclamation by the most Afflicted of all: "I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none" (Ps. 69:20).
Far from consoling poor Job, or helping him with wise counsel (Job 26:2-3), his friends' remarks have worked him up into a frenzy. And now he launches into a long and heart-rending monologue.


January 26

Job 27:1-23

1Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,2As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul;3All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;4My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.5God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.6My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.7Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that riseth up against me as the unrighteous.8For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul?9Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him?10Will he delight himself in the Almighty? will he always call upon God?11I will teach you by the hand of God: that which is with the Almighty will I not conceal.12Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; why then are ye thus altogether vain?13This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall receive of the Almighty.14If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword: and his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread.15Those that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his widows shall not weep.16Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay;17He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the silver.18He buildeth his house as a moth, and as a booth that the keeper maketh.19The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be gathered: he openeth his eyes, and he is not.20Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest stealeth him away in the night.21The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him out of his place.22For God shall cast upon him, and not spare: he would fain flee out of his hand.23Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him out of his place.


It will take no fewer than six chapters for Job to try to establish his own righteousness. This is too much, yet at the same time, too little! If there were a hundred chapters, that would not be sufficient, since nothing which comes from man can have any weight in the scales of divine justice. Moreover this justification has already been accomplished totally outside of man's own efforts.
We should note that this act of justifying himself leads Job implicitly to accuse God of injustice in wrongly striking him down (cf. Job 40:8). Also he is permitted openly to reproach the All-powerful who has taken away his rights and who is tormenting him without cause (v. 2).
This attitude shows pride. "My righteousness I hold fast," says Job, "my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live" (v. 6). But what answer does the Word of God have to this? "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8). Besides, even if our own heart does not reproach us, that does not prove we are without sin. God is infinitely more perceptive of evil than are our consciences (1 Cor. 4:4). In the darkness, our clothes can seem clean to us, whilst in full sunshine (the light of God) the least stain will show up (Prov. 4:18).


January 27

Job 28:1-28

1Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they fine it.2Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone.3He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow of death.4The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant; even the waters forgotten of the foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from men.5As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: and under it is turned up as it were fire.6The stones of it are the place of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold.7There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen:8The lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it.9He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he overturneth the mountains by the roots.10He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; and his eye seeth every precious thing.11He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light.12But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding?13Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living.14The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me.15It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.16It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.17The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold.18No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies.19The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold.20Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding?21Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air.22Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.23God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof.24For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven;25To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure.26When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder:27Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out.28And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.


Job has already understood one important thing: his faith will emerge as gold from the refiner's crucible after this testing which God is making him undergo (Job 23:10). But he does not realise how much dross will first have to be cleared away. "Surely there is . . . a place for gold where they fine it" (v. 1; see also Zech. 13:9 and Mal. 3:3). This place is the crucible of testing. The Lord, like a wise goldsmith, knows the heat and length of time necessary for this fire to purify His silver and His gold, in other words, His precious redeemed ones. The perfect "Diamond merchant" knows how many heavy chisel blows He must make before His onyx, sapphires, rubies and topaz will shine in all their brightness.
Man achieves considerable feats of engineering: dams, tunnels, motorways, etc. He extracts all kinds of precious materials from the ground (vv. 9-11). But there is one thing he hardly bothers at all to search for — wisdom. However it is more precious than pearls (v. 18) or rubies, declares the book of Proverbs which speaks to us so much of this divine wisdom (Prov. 3:15; Prov. 8:11). Compare too the important statement of v. 28 with Proverbs 9:10 and Psalm 111:10.


January 28

Job 29:1-25

1Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,2Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me;3When his candle shined upon my head, and when by his light I walked through darkness;4As I was in the days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle;5When the Almighty was yet with me, when my children were about me;6When I washed my steps with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil;7When I went out to the gate through the city, when I prepared my seat in the street!8The young men saw me, and hid themselves: and the aged arose, and stood up.9The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth.10The nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth.11When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me:12Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him.13The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy.14I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem.15I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame.16I was a father to the poor: and the cause which I knew not I searched out.17And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth.18Then I said, I shall die in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as the sand.19My root was spread out by the waters, and the dew lay all night upon my branch.20My glory was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my hand.21Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel.22After my words they spake not again; and my speech dropped upon them.23And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain.24If I laughed on them, they believed it not; and the light of my countenance they cast not down.25I chose out their way, and sat chief, and dwelt as a king in the army, as one that comforteth the mourners.


At the beginning of the book, God spoke to us briefly of Job's condition at that time. These verses complete the picture. But this time it is Job who paints his own portrait. All that he says about his works is certainly true. Thus the accusations of Zophar (Job 20:19) and of Eliphaz (Job 22:6-8) were utter slander (compare vv. 12, 13).
Who, even today, could put together so many claims for God's approval and men's esteem too? However, the self-satisfaction with which Job describes his previous condition shows that this was what he was depending on. He had not yet learned, like the apostle, "to be content" with the circumstances in which he found himself. He knew much less how to be "abased" or to "suffer need" than "to abound" (Phil. 4:11-12). Moreover we can see the words "I", "me" and "my" which appear over and over again in these verses (about 100 times). These little words reveal the high opinion which Job has of himself. Until now he has kept these sentiments hidden in his heart, beneath an apparent modesty, but now they are made very obvious. This will allow God to deliver him but only when he has confessed his need.


January 29

Job 30:1-31

1But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, whose fathers I would have disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock.2Yea, whereto might the strength of their hands profit me, in whom old age was perished?3For want and famine they were solitary; fleeing into the wilderness in former time desolate and waste.4Who cut up mallows by the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat.5They were driven forth from among men, (they cried after them as after a thief;)6To dwell in the clifts of the valleys, in caves of the earth, and in the rocks.7Among the bushes they brayed; under the nettles they were gathered together.8They were children of fools, yea, children of base men: they were viler than the earth.9And now am I their song, yea, I am their byword.10They abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my face.11Because he hath loosed my cord, and afflicted me, they have also let loose the bridle before me.12Upon my right hand rise the youth; they push away my feet, and they raise up against me the ways of their destruction.13They mar my path, they set forward my calamity, they have no helper.14They came upon me as a wide breaking in of waters: in the desolation they rolled themselves upon me.15Terrors are turned upon me: they pursue my soul as the wind: and my welfare passeth away as a cloud.16And now my soul is poured out upon me; the days of affliction have taken hold upon me.17My bones are pierced in me in the night season: and my sinews take no rest.18By the great force of my disease is my garment changed: it bindeth me about as the collar of my coat.19He hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and ashes.20I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me: I stand up, and thou regardest me not.21Thou art become cruel to me: with thy strong hand thou opposest thyself against me.22Thou liftest me up to the wind; thou causest me to ride upon it, and dissolvest my substance.23For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.24Howbeit he will not stretch out his hand to the grave, though they cry in his destruction.25Did not I weep for him that was in trouble? was not my soul grieved for the poor?26When I looked for good, then evil came unto me: and when I waited for light, there came darkness.27My bowels boiled, and rested not: the days of affliction prevented me.28I went mourning without the sun: I stood up, and I cried in the congregation.29I am a brother to dragons, and a companion to owls.30My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat.31My harp also is turned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep.


What a contrast there is between this chapter and the preceding one! One day heaped with honour, enjoying flattering popularity, the next day Job found himself despised and trodden underfoot. The world is hypocritical and treacherous. Believers who have thought they could put their trust in it for a while, have sooner or later made this painful discovery. The human heart finds pleasure in the misfortune of others. Did it not rejoice maliciously in the humiliation of Jesus? (compare v. 9 with Psalm 69:12).
Job's earthly blessings had faded away. The Christian's blessings, on the other hand, are "spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). Neither Satan, nor the world, nor death itself will ever be able to take them away. Job who thought his piety entitled him to prosperity is now to complain to God. Are we sure that we never do this? And with apparently much less reason!
"I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me" (v. 20). These are the words of Psalm 22:2. But what a contrast between Job's bitterness which attributes feelings of hatred and cruelty to God (v. 21) and the perfect submission of the Lord Jesus who never for a moment lost His confidence in His God.


January 30

Job 31:1-12, 29-40

1I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?2For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of the Almighty from on high?3Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity?4Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?5If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit;6Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.7If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands;8Then let me sow, and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be rooted out.9If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid wait at my neighbour's door;10Then let my wife grind unto another, and let others bow down upon her.11For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges.12For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would root out all mine increase.
29If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him:30Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin by wishing a curse to his soul.31If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of his flesh! we cannot be satisfied.32The stranger did not lodge in the street: but I opened my doors to the traveller.33If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom:34Did I fear a great multitude, or did the contempt of families terrify me, that I kept silence, and went not out of the door?35Oh that one would hear me! behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would answer me, and that mine adversary had written a book.36Surely I would take it upon my shoulder, and bind it as a crown to me.37I would declare unto him the number of my steps; as a prince would I go near unto him.38If my land cry against me, or that the furrows likewise thereof complain;39If I have eaten the fruits thereof without money, or have caused the owners thereof to lose their life:40Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead of barley. The words of Job are ended.


In Job 29 Job went on at great length about the good he had done; here he concentrates on the evil which he had not done: immorality (vv. 1-12), unrighteousness (vv. 13-15), selfishness (vv. 15-23) and idolatry (vv. 24-28). We can boast in one way or another, forgetting that it is God alone who prompts us to do good in the same way that He preserves us from doing evil.
It goes without saying that if anyone had the right to depend on his works, it was certainly the patriarch Job. Paul writes the same thing about himself in the epistle to the Philippians (Phil. 3:4). "But," he adds, "what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ." His natural advantages as a good Israelite, his past righteousness as a dedicated Pharisee from then onwards were counted by him as rubbish. For this reason God has no need to take things away from him as with Job; Paul, by grace, has already put to one side all that was not of Christ.
We should notice the many unanswered challenges in the text . . . If I . . .; they seem to imply all the good things that Job thinks about himself and his past works.
Finally, ending this demonstration of all his good points, Job solemnly adds, as it were, his signature and challenges God to reply to him (v. 35).


January 31

Job 32:1-22

1So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.2Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God.3Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.4Now Elihu had waited till Job had spoken, because they were elder than he.5When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, then his wrath was kindled.6And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, I am young, and ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, and durst not shew you mine opinion.7I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom.8But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.9Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment.10Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will shew mine opinion.11Behold, I waited for your words; I gave ear to your reasons, whilst ye searched out what to say.12Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that convinced Job, or that answered his words:13Lest ye should say, We have found out wisdom: God thrusteth him down, not man.14Now he hath not directed his words against me: neither will I answer him with your speeches.15They were amazed, they answered no more: they left off speaking.16When I had waited, (for they spake not, but stood still, and answered no more;)17I said, I will answer also my part, I also will shew mine opinion.18For I am full of matter, the spirit within me constraineth me.19Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles.20I will speak, that I may be refreshed: I will open my lips and answer.21Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person, neither let me give flattering titles unto man.22For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon take me away.


Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar have exhausted their arguments. In his turn Job is silenced. Now there comes on the scene a new person – Elihu – whose name means "God Himself". The Spirit of God is to speak through his mouth (1 Peter 4:11).
Man's inadequacy has been amply demonstrated. His inability to stand testing has been demonstrated in Job; the emptiness of human comfort has been shown by his friends. Now that "earthly wisdom" has been shown to be lacking, "the wisdom that is from above" is to speak through Elihu (James 3:14-17). The four old men are to be found speechless before this man who is younger than they are.
Elihu has a sense of propriety. He has waited patiently for the end of the preceding discourse. Young people especially must know how to listen. Firstly it is a sign of wisdom (James 1:19). The knowledge and experience of their elders are usually greater than their own! Secondly it is simply good manners to do so.
However these considerations do not prevent Elihu from being filled by righteous anger. God's glory has been brought into question by Job and his companions; the faithful man of God cannot deal gently with them. He has the right neither to flatter nor to "accept any man's person," two dangers from which we do not always escape (v. 21).



February 1

Job 33:1-22

1Wherefore, Job, I pray thee, hear my speeches, and hearken to all my words.2Behold, now I have opened my mouth, my tongue hath spoken in my mouth.3My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter knowledge clearly.4The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.5If thou canst answer me, set thy words in order before me, stand up.6Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay.7Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee.8Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, and I have heard the voice of thy words, saying,9I am clean without transgression, I am innocent; neither is there iniquity in me.10Behold, he findeth occasions against me, he counteth me for his enemy,11He putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh all my paths.12Behold, in this thou art not just: I will answer thee, that God is greater than man.13Why dost thou strive against him? for he giveth not account of any of his matters.14For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.15In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed;16Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction,17That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man.18He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword.19He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain:20So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat.21His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not seen stick out.22Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the destroyers.


On two previous occasions Job had demanded the intervention of an arbiter (or mediator: Job 9:33; Job 16:21) – a wish which is granted. Elihu is to be the interpreter of God's thoughts towards him. Job had understood that this role could only be fulfilled by a man like himself (Job 9:32). "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead", replies Elihu (v. 6). Scripture teaches us that there is "one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). This is the deep mystery of the Lord's humanity: if He had not become a man, He would not have been able to be the spokesman for man before God.
"God speaketh once, yea twice" (v. 14). After He had spoken through the prophets, God spoke in the Son. What attention the world should have paid to this message (Heb. 1:1-2; Heb. 2:1)! Yet v. 14 of this chapter goes on thus, "Yet man perceiveth it not". How great is the indifference and hardness of the human heart! This is why the epistle to the Hebrews solemnly warns, "See that ye refuse not him . . . that speaketh from heaven" (Heb. 12:25). In one brief sentence Elihu silences all these arguments – "God is greater than man" (v. 12). And He does not have to give account of Himself to men (v. 13).


February 2

Job 33:23-33; Job 34:1-15

23If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness:24Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom.25His flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of his youth:26He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.27He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not;28He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light.29Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man,30To bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living.31Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I will speak.32If thou hast any thing to say, answer me: speak, for I desire to justify thee.33If not, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I shall teach thee wisdom.
1Furthermore Elihu answered and said,2Hear my words, O ye wise men; and give ear unto me, ye that have knowledge.3For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat.4Let us choose to us judgment: let us know among ourselves what is good.5For Job hath said, I am righteous: and God hath taken away my judgment.6Should I lie against my right? my wound is incurable without transgression.7What man is like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water?8Which goeth in company with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with wicked men.9For he hath said, It profiteth a man nothing that he should delight himself with God.10Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding: far be it from God, that he should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity.11For the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause every man to find according to his ways.12Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment.13Who hath given him a charge over the earth? or who hath disposed the whole world?14If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit and his breath;15All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust.


Vv. 23 and 24 of ch. 33 direct our thoughts to the Lord Jesus, the most wonderful Interpreter, the Messenger of divine love. He came to show sinful man the way of righteousness, in other words, to bring him to recognize his condition and to judge himself in the divine light. Christ's life on earth has, amongst other things, this effect – it shows, by contrast, the true state of man. But in order for God to show mercy, a propitiation was necessary. This was found in the death of Christ. Through this we are delivered from the pit of destruction. That is not all: vv. 25 and 26 suggest the new life, the communion, joy and righteousness which are ours. All these are a consequence of the resurrection of Christ, our Mediator, and His present position in glory. Finally vv. 27 and 28 recall the witness we are called to render "before men" about what God has done for us – may we never forget this.
In ch. 34, Elihu is obliged to speak severely. In justifying himself, Job had accused God of injustice (Job 32:2). This was more serious than he realised. In doing that he was associating himself with unbelievers and evil men and had to be sharply rebuked (Rom. 9:14).


February 3

Job 34:16-37

16If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken to the voice of my words.17Shall even he that hateth right govern? and wilt thou condemn him that is most just?18Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly?19How much less to him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his hands.20In a moment shall they die, and the people shall be troubled at midnight, and pass away: and the mighty shall be taken away without hand.21For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings.22There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.23For he will not lay upon man more than right; that he should enter into judgment with God.24He shall break in pieces mighty men without number, and set others in their stead.25Therefore he knoweth their works, and he overturneth them in the night, so that they are destroyed.26He striketh them as wicked men in the open sight of others;27Because they turned back from him, and would not consider any of his ways:28So that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and he heareth the cry of the afflicted.29When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and when he hideth his face, who then can behold him? whether it be done against a nation, or against a man only:30That the hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared.31Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any more:32That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more.33Should it be according to thy mind? he will recompense it, whether thou refuse, or whether thou choose; and not I: therefore speak what thou knowest.34Let men of understanding tell me, and let a wise man hearken unto me.35Job hath spoken without knowledge, and his words were without wisdom.36My desire is that Job may be tried unto the end because of his answers for wicked men.37For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he clappeth his hands among us, and multiplieth his words against God.


It is impossible for man to form a judgment on God by his own reasoning. He only has other men as objects of comparison. So that His creature could know Him, God had to reveal Himself. And yet it is not our own intelligence which grasps this divine revelation. Faith alone is capable of it. God now manifests Himself by His Spirit. "The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God" (1 Cor. 2:11). He leads the believer into all truth (John 16:13). Elihu teaching Job is a picture to us of this. He shows Job that in deriving his knowledge of God from his own experience and thoughts (v. 33) he has gone completely astray. By doing this he is led to condemn Him who is the most Just (v. 17).
Rather than harbouring and expressing these false thoughts about God what should Job have done? He should have asked Him humbly, "That which I see not teach thou me" (v. 32). Each one of us should address this short prayer to the Lord every moment of the day!


February 4

Job 35:1-16

1Elihu spake moreover, and said,2Thinkest thou this to be right, that thou saidst, My righteousness is more than God's?3For thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee? and, What profit shall I have, if I be cleansed from my sin?4I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee.5Look unto the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds which are higher than thou.6If thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto him?7If thou be righteous, what givest thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand?8Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art; and thy righteousness may profit the son of man.9By reason of the multitude of oppressions they make the oppressed to cry: they cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty.10But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night;11Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven?12There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil men.13Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard it.14Although thou sayest thou shalt not see him, yet judgment is before him; therefore trust thou in him.15But now, because it is not so, he hath visited in his anger; yet he knoweth it not in great extremity:16Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain; he multiplieth words without knowledge.


Job had drawn this sad conclusion from his misfortunes: there was really no point in trying to be righteous; in the end he was no better off than if he had sinned (Job 9:22; Job 34:9; Job 35:3). Alas, he is finding out the depths of his own heart. He seems to be justifying Satan's insinuation: "Doth Job fear God for nought?" (Job 1:9). This is almost the same as the reasoning of those "men corrupt in mind" of whom the apostle speaks, "who hold gain to be the end of piety" (1 Tim. 6:5 – JND translation; see also Mal. 3:14).
Our patriarch did not yet know that there were the same feelings in his heart. He knew about his good works, but not their secret motives. And these were far from being always good. Let us allow the Spirit to search us out through the Word, to discern and lay bare the intentions of our hearts (Heb. 4:12). Elihu renders this service to Job in speaking the truth to him. Some things are not pleasant to hear; but "faithful are the wounds of a friend" (Prov. 27:6; see also Col. 4:6). And when these vital lessons have been learned, our tears, cries of distress and calls for help (Job 19:21), will give way to "songs in the night" (vv. 9, 10).


February 5

Job 36:1-21

1Elihu also proceeded, and said,2Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee that I have yet to speak on God's behalf.3I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.4For truly my words shall not be false: he that is perfect in knowledge is with thee.5Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: he is mighty in strength and wisdom.6He preserveth not the life of the wicked: but giveth right to the poor.7He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous: but with kings are they on the throne; yea, he doth establish them for ever, and they are exalted.8And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords of affliction;9Then he sheweth them their work, and their transgressions that they have exceeded.10He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity.11If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures.12But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge.13But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them.14They die in youth, and their life is among the unclean.15He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppression.16Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait into a broad place, where there is no straitness; and that which should be set on thy table should be full of fatness.17But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked: judgment and justice take hold on thee.18Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee.19Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor all the forces of strength.20Desire not the night, when people are cut off in their place.21Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather than affliction.


Elihu continues his discourse; he ascribes righteousness to God (v. 3) while refuting two false ideas about Him. In spite of His power, the Creator is interested in His creature and does not despise him at all (v. 5). The righteous man, in other words the believer, is the object of His special care. His eyes are always upon the man whom He exalts (v. 7), or on the other hand, the man upon whom He sends trials (v. 8). And secondly, God never acts in a capricious manner, like Job told Him He did. In allowing testing, He has a precise aim – to show His own what they have done, to open their ears to His discipline, if need be to make them aware of their sinfulness. Discipline makes disciples. Hebrews 12:7 reminds us that it is kept for the "sons of God", in the same way that parents correct their own children but not other people's. It is therefore proof of our relationship with our Father. But, according to the same passage (Heb. 12:5-6), the soul which is exposed to it can well scorn it, not listen to it, nor attach any importance to it (v. 12; compare 5:17). On the other hand, the soul may give up, that is to say, forget that it is the Lord's faithful love which has prepared the testing for us (read Ps. 119:75).


February 6

Job 36:22-33; Job 37:1-4

22Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teacheth like him?23Who hath enjoined him his way? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity?24Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold.25Every man may see it; man may behold it afar off.26Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can the number of his years be searched out.27For he maketh small the drops of water: they pour down rain according to the vapour thereof:28Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly.29Also can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, or the noise of his tabernacle?30Behold, he spreadeth his light upon it, and covereth the bottom of the sea.31For by them judgeth he the people; he giveth meat in abundance.32With clouds he covereth the light; and commandeth it not to shine by the cloud that cometh betwixt.33The noise thereof sheweth concerning it, the cattle also concerning the vapour.
1At this also my heart trembleth, and is moved out of his place.2Hear attentively the noise of his voice, and the sound that goeth out of his mouth.3He directeth it under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth.4After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency; and he will not stay them when his voice is heard.


"Who teacheth like him?" asks Elihu (v. 22). God has His school. It is not like men's schools – it lasts for life. If we enrol in its classes, it will make us wiser and better educated than all the universities in the world (Ps. 94:10, 12; Isa. 48:17).
When they had heard the sermon on the mount, the crowds had to admit that the Lord Jesus taught them "as one that had authority, and not as the scribes" (Mark 1:22). The characteristics of the Teacher who came from God to teach men are authority, and wisdom, tireless patience and meekness even in the face of censure (John 3:2). He is no longer on earth but He has left us His Word, the source of all the teaching our souls need.
Elihu glorifies the power of God (v. 22), His work (v. 24), His greatness (v. 26), His justice and kindness (v. 31). We should rejoice to be able to declare with him – "Behold God is mighty . . . Behold God exalteth by his power . . . Behold God is great". When the Lord Jesus was on earth, the objective of His ministry and teaching was to make known the Father and to glorify His Name (John 17:4, 6, 26).


February 7

Job 37:5-24

5God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend.6For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of his strength.7He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know his work.8Then the beasts go into dens, and remain in their places.9Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north.10By the breath of God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened.11Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud: he scattereth his bright cloud:12And it is turned round about by his counsels: that they may do whatsoever he commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth.13He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for his land, or for mercy.14Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.15Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused the light of his cloud to shine?16Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him which is perfect in knowledge?17How thy garments are warm, when he quieteth the earth by the south wind?18Hast thou with him spread out the sky, which is strong, and as a molten looking glass?19Teach us what we shall say unto him; for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness.20Shall it be told him that I speak? if a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up.21And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth them.22Fair weather cometh out of the north: with God is terrible majesty.23Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out: he is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of justice: he will not afflict.24Men do therefore fear him: he respecteth not any that are wise of heart.


To show Job the state of his soul and the ways of God with him, Elihu takes his examples from the sky on a stormy day (see previously Job 36:27-29, 32, 33; Job 37:2 . . .). The dark clouds portray the sadness and affliction which, for a moment, had hidden the light of God's face from Job. It is difficult for the natural heart to understand the mysterious balancing of the clouds (v. 16). But Job has to learn one thing: these clouds are laden by God with waters of blessing for him (v. 11 – JND translation; Job 26:8). For the rain can fall in many different ways: in kindness on the earth (Ps. 65:10), or on the other hand, in chastisement like a rod (v. 13; cf. Psalm 148:7-8). It comes down in plenteous and beneficial drops (Job 36:27-28) like fertilising showers (v. 6), or on the contrary in torrential floods – the rain of His power – which ravages the soil without soaking into it. In this latter case it is like judgment without any effect on the soul. But this is not in God's mind in the case of His servant Job. He wants to bless him, He is correcting him in moderation (Jer. 10:24) and will make him say with the hymn writer:
"Still sweet 'tis to discover
If clouds have dimmed my sight,
When passed, eternal Lover,
Toward me, as e'er, Thou'rt bright."
(cf v. 21).


February 8

Job 38:1-18

1Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,2Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?3Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.4Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.5Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?6Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;7When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?8Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb?9When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it,10And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,11And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?12Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the dayspring to know his place;13That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken out of it?14It is turned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment.15And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm shall be broken.16Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?17Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death?18Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all.


"That the Almighty would answer me", Job had cried (Job 31:35; compare what Eliphaz said to him in Job 5:1). Well, this God whom he believed to be deaf and inaccessible, grants his wish, but not in the way Job thought He would. For instead of answering his questions, the LORD in His turn is to ask him a whole series of questions. We often see the Lord Jesus doing the same with the people who spoke to Him (e.g. Luke 10:25-26; Luke 20:2-4, 21-24).
Because of the high opinion which he had of himself (Job 31:37), Job needed to be humbled and this is what God is going to bring about by His questions — to make him realise his smallness and his complete ignorance. The scientist, in making objective observations may be brought to the same result; this is why the greatest scientists are often the most modest.
"When man listens, God speaks," someone has said. And God is patient. He has allowed Job and his friends all the time they needed to express their false ideas; then He instructed Elihu to refute them. Finally silence reigns; now God can speak and certainly He will have the last word. We must learn to be quiet sometimes, to silence our restless spirits, so that God can make us hear His voice.


February 9

Job 38:19-38

19Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place thereof,20That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the paths to the house thereof?21Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the number of thy days is great?22Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail,23Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war?24By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth?25Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or a way for the lightning of thunder;26To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, wherein there is no man;27To satisfy the desolate and waste ground; and to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring forth?28Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew?29Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it?30The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen.31Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?32Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?33Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?34Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover thee?35Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, and say unto thee, Here we are?36Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart?37Who can number the clouds in wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven,38When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together?


Creation is the first evidence which God gives of Himself and every man, without exception, is responsible for discerning, by means of his intelligence, "the invisible things of him, . . . even his eternal power and Godhead". To contemplate the "things that are made" without recognizing and honouring the One who made them renders man without excuse (Rom. 1:19-20).
God invites us, along with Job, to admire His beautiful universe. And who can speak of all these wonders of creation with more competence than its Author Himself? Yet the One who created light, who bound "the sweet influences of the Pleiades" and established "the ordinances of heaven" is also the One who condescends to be interested in one single soul — in this case, Job's soul, but equally mine and yours.
Since the beginning of time, men have been drawn to examine the skies. Some even devote their whole lives to it. Is it not more important for us to devote ours to searching the Scriptures? (John 5:39). For if "the heavens declare the glory of God", (Ps. 19:1) it is the Word which bears witness to His grace.


February 10

Job 38:39-41; Job 39:1-18

39Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the young lions,40When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to lie in wait?41Who provideth for the raven his food? when his young ones cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat.
1Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve?2Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring forth?3They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast out their sorrows.4Their young ones are in good liking, they grow up with corn; they go forth, and return not unto them.5Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass?6Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings.7He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crying of the driver.8The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth after every green thing.9Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib?10Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after thee?11Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him?12Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn?13Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and feathers unto the ostrich?14Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust,15And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may break them.16She is hardened against her young ones, as though they were not hers: her labour is in vain without fear;17Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to her understanding.18What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the horse and his rider.


Rendered speechless by the consideration of the great wonders of nature, then by the laws which govern the balance of the universe, Job, an uninformed pupil, is now questioned on zoology by the Master of all knowledge. His mark in this subject will not be good! Although our patriarch lived a long time ago and in spite of all the efforts of man since then to get to the bottom of them, how many mysteries exist in Creation, mysteries which human science comes up against, often blinded by its own theories! Think, for example, of the question of the origin of life!
God speaks of many things in these four chapters. He speaks of small things as well as large ones, but they are all things which He has made. In contrast, we shall not find here a single word about Job's works. The LORD can accept none of all the worthy things which the patriarch took the trouble to list in such detail. Without the cross, which God was already looking forward to (Rom. 3:25), yes, without the cross, such a man was lost.
My friend, if you perhaps still put your trust in your own efforts and abilities, look to the Lord. He has Himself accomplished great things which exalt His wisdom . . . but, above all, He has completed the work of your salvation, which shows how great His love is.


February 11

Job 39:19-30; Job 40:1-5

19Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder?20Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his nostrils is terrible.21He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on to meet the armed men.22He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth he back from the sword.23The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield.24He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet.25He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.26Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south?27Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high?28She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place.29From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off.30Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she.
1Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said,2Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him answer it.3Then Job answered the LORD, and said,4Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.5Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.


Job had thought that his well-being was of no interest to the LORD. But was there ever any creature of any kind from a baby raven to a horse or an eagle, for which God was not concerned? If He took care of all living things, there was every reason that He would watch over the man Job, the highest of creatures, who had life even beyond the grave.
The Lord Jesus, in the gospels, gives His own exactly the same teaching (cf. Job 38:41 with Luke 12:24). And He invites us not to be anxious about our everyday needs; God knows all about them. One thing only can we lack – and we often do lack this – faith in this faithful God.
The LORD has just been speaking to Job about His creation; Job rightly concludes, "Behold, I am nought" (v. 5, JND translation). But he cannot say more than that. He who had intended to argue with God as equal to equal (Job 10:2; Job 13:3; Job 23:3-4), now that the occasion is provided for him, understands that before the majesty of His Creator this is just not possible. This is his first lesson, but he still has a second lesson to learn. The LORD is to speak a second time so that He can lead Job to a full and sincere conviction of sin.


February 12

Job 40:6-24; Job 41:1-8

6Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,7Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.8Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous?9Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?10Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty.11Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is proud, and abase him.12Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place.13Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret.14Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee.15Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox.16Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly.17He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together.18His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron.19He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him.20Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all the beasts of the field play.21He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and fens.22The shady trees cover him with their shadow; the willows of the brook compass him about.23Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not: he trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth.24He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares.
1Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down?2Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn?3Will he make many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft words unto thee?4Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a servant for ever?5Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens?6Shall the companions make a banquet of him? shall they part him among the merchants?7Canst thou fill his skin with barbed iron? or his head with fish spears?8Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more.


The picture of creation would not be complete without the description of two mysterious and terrible animals. The first is behemoth, possibly the hippopotamus [Perhaps a type of dinosaur, certainly not a hippopotamus. Ed.], in any event, an impressive beast whose power speaks of the power of death. It is a solemn fact that death had to be the first of God's dealings with guilty man. As a consequence of the Fall, an invincible sword arms death as the penalty of sin (v. 19; see Gen. 3:24). Not only is every man death's prey, but all the beasts of the earth are given to it for food (v. 20). Jordan, the river of death (v. 23), speaks to us of this too.
But then we see an even more terrible monster. Death only has power in this present life, whilst Satan, of whom leviathan is a picture, drags his victims away with him into the second death (Isa. 27:1). In the face of such an enemy, we are naturally just as unarmed as a child who tries to catch a crocodile [Perhaps a type of large marine reptile, certainly not a modern crocodile. Ed.] with a hopelessly small hook (Job 41:1). Certainly we can not play with the power of evil without suffering punishment. Are we then at Satan's mercy? By the grace of God – no! On the cross Christ triumphed over this terrible Adversary. We should remember this final battle and continually cling to the One who won it (Job 41:8; Col. 2:15).


February 13

Job 41:9-34

9Behold, the hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him?10None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me?11Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him? whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine.12I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion.13Who can discover the face of his garment? or who can come to him with his double bridle?14Who can open the doors of his face? his teeth are terrible round about.15His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal.16One is so near to another, that no air can come between them.17They are joined one to another, they stick together, that they cannot be sundered.18By his neesings a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.19Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out.20Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron.21His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.22In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned into joy before him.23The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved.24His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone.25When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of breakings they purify themselves.26The sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor the habergeon.27He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood.28The arrow cannot make him flee: slingstones are turned with him into stubble.29Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the shaking of a spear.30Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire.31He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment.32He maketh a path to shine after him; one would think the deep to be hoary.33Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear.34He beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of pride.


With this terrifying image of leviathan, God discloses to Job his accuser of ch. 1 and his enemy of ch. 2. A combatant must know his adversary in order not to underestimate him. The believer must know Satan's power (v. 12), defeated at the Cross but still active, of whose devices we should not be ignorant (2 Cor. 2:11). Let us look at what characterises him: his double jaws (v. 13 – JND translation; cf. 1 Peter 5:8); his heart, which is as hard as stone (v. 24) because he is a complete stranger to God's love. He is impervious to every human show of strength (vv. 26-29) and he sows terror with his weapon – death – which defeats even the strongest men (v. 25).
But Satan is also "the liar" and the seducer; we must keep well clear of his delusions (v. 18; John 8:44; 2 Cor. 11:14). He draws souls into the world, that boiling sea of human passion, by presenting his attractions as good food (the pot) or as a remedy for evil (the pot of ointment). Under a guise of wisdom and experience (the hoary – or white hair) he leads to the deep those foolish people who follow his shining path and engulfs them (vv. 31, 32).
Finally, let us remember the dreadful title which has been given to him: "He is king over all the children of pride" (see also 1 Tim. 3:6).


February 14

Job 42:1-17

1Then Job answered the LORD, and said,2I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.3Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.4Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.5I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.6Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.7And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.8Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job.9So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job.10And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.11Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold.12So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.13He had also seven sons and three daughters.14And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Keren-happuch.15And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren.16After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations.17So Job died, being old and full of days.


We are now at the end of the book; we have come to the great lesson, which Job has at last understood. We call this deliverance — this deliverance from our contemptible self. While the LORD was speaking to him, all the high opinions which Job had of himself had progressively disappeared. Bit by bit, he was discovering with horror the wickedness of his heart. He who had promised not to say any more (Job 40:5) cries out, "I abhor myself and repent . . . ". This is what a man who "was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil" has to say when he stands in God's presence.
Job has been sifted like wheat. It has been a painful procedure but one which, as with Peter later, has taken away all his dependence in himself. He can now strengthen his brothers and pray for his friends (v. 10; cf. Luke 22:32).
The LORD calls him "my servant Job" four times over and blames the three miserable comforters. He sends others to Job who bring him true comfort. Not only does He restore Job to his old position but He gives him double what he had before. However Job has now acquired something more precious than all this: he has learned to know God, at the same time as he was learning to know himself.



February 15

Psalms 1

1Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.2But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.4The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.5Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.6For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.


The Psalms, or "praises", have sometimes been called "the heart of the Scriptures", because in their poetic style they express, above all, sentiments or feelings. These sentiments may be those of faithful Israelites during and after the reign of the Antichrist: suffering, anguish, fear . . . but also confidence, joy and thankfulness. We find the sentiments and affections of the Lord Jesus entering beforehand in sympathy into the afflictions of the Jewish "remnant". Finally there are sentiments that believers of every age can know in the circumstances of their own lives.
The first verses reveal the characteristics of those blessed people who can sing these psalms. Above all other attributes, God requires that of holiness, of separation from evil. How applicable v. 1 is in our everyday life! It is the indispensable condition for enjoying the Word (v. 2) and for bearing fruit (v. 3; cf. Jer. 17:7-8; John 15:5). The tree planted by the rivers of water represents the believer rooted in Christ, deriving his vital strength from Him. The Lord Jesus, as man, perfectly realised this state of holiness, this delight in the Law of the LORD, and also this abundant fruit borne for the glory of God.


February 16

Psalms 2

1Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?2The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,3Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.4He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.5Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.6Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.7I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.8Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.9Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.10Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.11Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.


Psalms 1 and 2 are complementary to each other, serving as an introduction to the entire book. They set forth Israel's two great sins in rejecting God's twofold witness to the nation: disobedience to His Law (Ps. 1) and rejection of His Son (Ps. 2).
We find in this second psalm God's thoughts concerning the One who is His Anointed (v. 2), His King (v. 6), His Son (vv. 7 and 12, quoted in Acts 13:33). He will ensure that Jesus is honoured on this earth where He has been scorned. Previously Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together against Him (see Acts 4: 25-28). His cross bore this insulting inscription: "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews", as if to say to God, "That's what we are doing with your King". But in a coming day, at the time of open rebellion of the nations, the righteous King whom God has reserved for this earth will appear (Ps. 89:27-28). In this way, right from the beginning of the Book of Psalms, for the encouragement of the faithful in their distress, God introduces Himself (v. 6) as ruling over the events of history and directing them to this glorious ultimate goal.
Let us hold on to the exhortation of v. 11, "Serve the LORD with fear"; and "with gladness", says Psalm 100:2; "with all your heart", concludes 1 Samuel 12:20.


February 17

Psalms 3

1LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me.2Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah.3But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.4I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah.5I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.6I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about.7Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.8Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.


Many psalms were written in special circumstances which, in part, inspired their content. David's flight before Absalom was the event which God used to give us this psalm (2 Sam. 15-18). Whilst the infamous son is hatching up plots against his father, "the sweet psalmist of Israel" (2 Sam. 23:1), instead of preparing his defence, is expressing in a song his trust in his God. What matter how many his enemies may be, when the LORD has placed Himself as a protective "shield" between these "ten thousands of people" and His beloved one (cf. Gen. 15:1; Deut. 33:29)! So this favoured one can enjoy sweet sleep in the midst of the greatest dangers, knowing that the LORD is watching over him (v. 5).
An incident in the life of the Lord Jesus illustrates this perfect tranquility: during the storm on the lake, when the angry waves were already filling the boat, "he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow" (Mark 4:37-38; see also the example of Peter in Acts 12:6). Happy trust! May God give us to experience it.
V. 8 shows that David counts blessing for the people of greater value than his own safety. Israel is always the people of God, even when in revolt against His Anointed.


February 18

Psalms 4

1Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.2O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah.3But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him.4Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.5Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD.6There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us.7Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased.8I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.


In Psalm 3, the LORD was the protection of the man of faith; in Psalm 4 He is his portion. The godly man possesses the assurance that God has chosen him (v. 3: lit. brought him into favour with Him). But he is still found in the midst of a world where vanity and falsehood hold sway (v. 2), and here he can but suffer. "Who will show us any good?", that is the question often asked in such a world. We shall not find this "good" around us, nor even within us! The only real good is that which God produces. He shows us the perfect expression of it in the life of His Son, the "godly Man" par excellence, the only One of whom it could be said, "He hath done all things well" (Mark 7:37).
God is the source of all good, but also of all true gladness. "Thou hast put gladness in my heart", declares the psalmist (v. 7). Such gladness does not depend on the abundance of material goods, as the end of the verse shows (cf. Hab. 3:17-18). The same chapter of Philippians which tells us to rejoice in the Lord always reminds us that a believer can be happy in privations as well as in abundance (Phil. 4: 4, 12). Divine joy can fill the soul even in the midst of distress. Circumstances do not affect it, for the very reason that it has its source in the One who never changes (Heb. 13:8).


February 19

Psalms 5

1Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation.2Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray.3My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.4For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.5The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.6Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.7But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple.8Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face.9For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue.10Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee.11But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.12For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.


At the end of Psalm 4, we saw the believer laying himself down to sleep in peace. Here we consider him as he awakes. Godliness should mark every moment of our lives, including those we spend alone in our own room. Right from dawn, as the very first activity of his day, the prayer of the psalmist rises up towards his King, towards his God (Ps. 63:1). Let us follow his example, dear fellow-believers, with so much more zeal and liberty, in that the God on whom we call is, in the Lord Jesus, our Father.
In Psalm 4 the prayer struck an urgent note and was reduced to a simple cry (vv. 1, 3). That is enough to make God listen. But in this case the request is defined, stated in a precise way, following which the man of faith can wait peacefully for an answer . . . which he must not try to obtain by any other means.
The subject of confidence in the face of the schemes of wicked men is developed. It is remarkable that v. 9, which applies to the enemies, should be quoted in Romans 3: 13 to describe all men. This is explained in Romans 5: 10: we were all enemies of God so far as our minds are concerned, by wicked works (see also Col. 1:21).


February 20

Psalms 6

1O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.2Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed.3My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?4Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' sake.5For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?6I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears.7Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies.8Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping.9The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my prayer.10Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let them return and be ashamed suddenly.


The trials through which a believer passes are sometimes the direct result of his own mistakes. Then he comes under the governmental dealing of God, who corrects and chastises him (v. 1; cf. Jer. 31:18). This was the case with David after the terrible affair of Uriah the Hittite and also after the numbering of the people. There can then be no question of gladness and peace, as in Psalm 4:7-8. Instead of communing with his heart upon his bed (Ps. 4:4), the guilty man soaks his bed with bitter tears (v. 6). Knowing that he deserves what is meted out to him, he is pursued by regrets and by the realisation of having offended God. The fear of death can even take hold of his soul (v. 5). He no longer enjoys the happy liberty which flows from a good conscience. Nevertheless, even in such cases God may be found, for He loves His redeemed one too much to leave him in despair; He hears his supplication and receives his prayer (v. 9). In the same way He speaks to Hezekiah, tormented on his bed by the anticipation of death, with this comforting word, "I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears . . . I will deliver thee . . . Isaiah 38:5-6; cf. v. 5 with Isaiah 38:18. Yes, suddenly David receives the assurance that his prayer is granted. Circumstances have not changed, but now his faith triumphs in hope.


February 21

Psalms 7

1O Lord my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me:2Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver.3O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands;4If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:)5Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust. Selah.6Arise, O LORD, in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded.7So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: for their sakes therefore return thou on high.8The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me.9Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.10My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart.11God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.12If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready.13He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors.14Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood.15He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made.16His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate.17I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high.


For us to understand the Psalms, and in particular not to be taken aback by some of the harsh statements about the wicked, there is one fact of which we must never lose sight: such statements are made by those believers who do not form part of the Church. The Psalms deal prophetically with the period which is to follow the rapture of the Church.
Certainly we can apply many of the verses to ourselves: for example, all the verses which express confidence (see v. 1), a sense of injustice (v. 9), praise (v. 17) and also many other sentiments. The present is not however the time to call upon God's judgment, as happens in the Psalms (see v. 6). Our prayer as Christians is not "Destroy thou them, O God!" (Ps. 5:10), but in the school of our divine Example we learn to say, "Father, forgive them . . ." (Luke 23:34). On the other hand, when the day of grace has run its course, and when the Antichrist oppresses the feeble but faithful remnant, it will be in accordance with God's mind to pray for the destruction of the wicked (Luke 18:7). For it is only in this way, and after the judgment of the ungodly, that the earthly kingdom of the Son of Man, of which we read in Psalm 8, must be established.


February 22

Psalms 8

1O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.2Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.3When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;4What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?5For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.6Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:7All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;8The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.9O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!


This psalm begins by establishing the smallness of man in contrast to creation, an impression that every one of us can experience in contemplating, for example, the prodigious immensity of a starry sky! "What is man?" Then, brought back to our puny dimension, we learn that nevertheless God had wonderful and glorious things in view for man and through man. But how was He to realise them, with a being who was both sinner and mortal? It was impossible to crown with glory and honour a creature in misery and corruption. So what God was unable to do either for or through the first Adam He has accomplished in Christ, the Second Man. Yes, the Creator has taken upon Himself the body He had created. He was made "a little lower than the angels." Hebrews 2:6-9, which quotes and completes our vv. 4-6, gives the unfathomable motive for it: because of the death which He must taste. And it is in this human nature that the Son has received universal dominion. In Him man recovers more than Adam ever lost (vv. 5-8; 1 Cor. 15:27 . . .). Crowned with glory and honour, Christ, the Second Man, will introduce other men with Himself into heaven and will make them sharers of His glory.


February 23

Psalms 9

1I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works.2I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.3When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence.4For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging right.5Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever.6O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast destroyed cities; their memorial is perished with them.7But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for judgment.8And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.9The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.10And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.11Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings.12When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble.13Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the gates of death:14That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy salvation.15The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot taken.16The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.17The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.18For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.19Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight.20Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah.


Psalm 9 and Psalm 10 are closely linked in their prophetic aspects. Psalm 9 sets forth the enemy from without – the nations in coalition against Israel. Psalm 10 introduces the enemy within – the ungodly oppressors persecuting the faithful remnant. The schemes of the wicked are only for a limited time. Their name will be obliterated for ever (v. 5); their ravages will be brought to an end for ever (v. 6) and the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever (v. 18). Indeed it is also for ever that the LORD has taken His seat: "he hath prepared his throne for judgment" (v. 7; Ps. 58:11). Then He will call men to account for the blood and tears of the faithful, shed in every age. He will avenge the oppressed (v. 9), the afflicted whose cry He has not forgotten (v. 12). But the principal charge levelled against humanity, indicated by the title of the psalm, is the death of the Son of God (Muth-labben): the outrage committed against God by the world in crucifying His Beloved. A terrible judgment is in store for the race of His murderers.
In the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31 . . .) the Lord Jesus describes the judgment of the nations at the dawn of His reign and announces that each will be judged according to how they have treated Him.


February 24

Psalms 10

1Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?2The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined.3For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth.4The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.5His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far above out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them.6He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall never be in adversity.7His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity.8He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages: in the secret places doth he murder the innocent: his eyes are privily set against the poor.9He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: he lieth in wait to catch the poor: he doth catch the poor, when he draweth him into his net.10He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor may fall by his strong ones.11He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see it.12Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up thine hand: forget not the humble.13Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not require it.14Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy hand: the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art the helper of the fatherless.15Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man: seek out his wickedness till thou find none.16The LORD is King for ever and ever: the heathen are perished out of his land.17LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear:18To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth may no more oppress.


The "times of trouble" described in Psalms 9:9 and 10:1 will be frightening. Lust, pride, unbelief, treachery, violence . . . these features which exist in the world today will reach full development when "he who now letteth" (the Holy Spirit) has been taken away, in the days of the Antichrist, whose sinister portrait is drawn for us by these verses (see 2 Thess. 2:7-8). Contrary, however, to the thoughts of the wicked person who reckons that God "will not require it" (vv. 4, 13), whatever he does, secretly, cunningly and maliciously, is uncovered. And whatever he says "in his heart" (vv. 6, 11, 13) is proclaimed by the One who "searcheth the hearts" (Luke 12:3). "I shall not be moved" is here the language of folly (v. 6), but it can also be that of faith (Ps. 62:6). The thought that God sees all things encourages the man of faith when he is tested; the poor can commit himself to Him (v. 14). And v. 2 contains another reassuring truth: the wicked will always be caught in his own net (cf. Ps. 7:15; Ps. 9:16).
Psalm 9 closed with the thought that the nations are "but men"; Psalm 10 ends by calling the persecutor "the man of the earth". Believers, let us never forget that we belong to heaven, and because of this we are beyond the reach of this world and its prince.


February 25

Psalms 11

1In the LORD put I my trust: How say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain?2For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in heart.3If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?4The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD's throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.5The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.6Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.7For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.


God has placed authorities in the world today: governments, magistrates, police . . . charged with maintaining order, justice and peace. In the time of the great tribulation, however, all that goes to secure the safety of man ("the foundations") will be overthrown. The question in v. 3 will therefore put the righteous to the test. Will they yield to the temptation to run away, as a bird flies off to escape danger? No; their trust is not in an earthly refuge (the mountain) but in Him who is unmovable, because His throne is in heaven (v. 4). Friends, how is it with our faith? If the Lord were to take away our main props down here – family, friends, health, material goods – would it be evident in whom we have trusted? And if we think about the foundations of truth, we must confess that they are being shaken throughout Christendom. What can the righteous do? He can separate himself from everything which attacks and seeks to destroy the pillars of divine truth.
God's eye tries the sons of men (v. 5; Ps. 7:9; see e.g. Luke 7:39-40; Luke 11:17; Luke 22:61). Distressing and intolerable thought for "the wicked"! Comforting knowledge for "the righteous"! It is for his own good that he is being so searched (Ps. 139:23-24).


February 26

Psalms 12

1Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men.2They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak.3The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things:4Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us?5For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD; I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him.6The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.7Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.8The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted.


This psalm expresses the suffering of a soul stricken with a sense of the unrighteousness which surrounds him. David, who wrote it, had to experience this personally on many, many occasions. The duplicity and jealous hatred of Saul (1 Sam. 18:17 . . .), the idle intentions of the inhabitants of Keilah (1 Sam. 23:12), the double treason of the Ziphites (1 Sam. 23:19 and 1 Sam. 26:1) and the even greater treachery of Doeg the Edomite (1 Sam. 22:9-10), then Nabal's contemptuous ingratitude (1 Sam. 25:10-11) — all of these could not fail to have their effect upon David. Certainly in every circumstance he was able to prove God's comforting reply, "I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him" (v. 5; cf. Ps. 10:5). But his own standard of truth was by no means perfect (see 1 Sam. 20:6; 1 Sam. 21:2 . . .).
On the other hand, the holiness of the Lord Jesus rendered Him fully sensitive to the duplicity and cunning of His adversaries (of which Luke 20:20 gives us an example). The more a Christian walks in the light, the more he will suffer from the world's corrupt atmosphere. How greatly then will his painful experience of the lying tongues of men, with their hypocrisy and pride (vv. 2, 3) make him appreciate by contrast the purity and practical value of the words of the LORD (v. 6). "Thy word is truth" (John 17:17; Ps. 119:140).


February 27

Psalms 13

1How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?2How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me?3Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death;4Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved.5But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.6I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me.


Of this tribulation through which the Jewish remnant will pass in the last days before the millennial reign, the Lord Jesus declares that there will not have been any to compare with it since the beginning of creation . . . and that there never will be. We can therefore understand the cry of anguish, "How long?" repeated four times at the beginning of this psalm and also in several others. It is in reply to that question that the Lord will make a short work upon the earth (Mark 13:20; Rom. 9:28). The Lord has promised that the Christian will never experience a comparable distress (Rev. 3:10). The Christian can however find himself in a state of discouragement, perhaps for a long period, and think that God has forgotten him and has deliberately hidden His face from him (v. 1). Perhaps this has happened to us. How do we emerge from such a gloomy tunnel? Let us cease first of all to fret and to take counsel in our own soul (v. 2); it will bring us no reply, but rather weariness and anguish (1 Sam. 27:1). Let us rather keep in mind this triumphant outburst: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution . . .?" (Rom. 8:35 . . .). The remembrance of His goodness and of His salvation — there is the secret which will restore our confidence and our joy (v. 5).


February 28

Psalms 14, Psalms 15

1The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.2The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.3They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.4Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD.5There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous.6Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge.7Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.
1LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?2He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.3He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.4In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.5He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.


Truly a fool is he who, faced with so many evidences that God has given of His power and His love, closes his eyes, hardens his heart and says: "There is no God" (v. 1; Ps. 10:4; Jer. 5:12). But if all men are not atheists, all without exception are lacking in true understanding. For no one seeks after this God whose existence he recognises – unless God operates in his heart.
Is it not appalling, this picture of the human race as God views it from heaven? But let us never forget that this is the race, rebellious and corrupted by nature, to which you and I belong.
After the sad declaration of Psalm 14, "There is none that doeth good . . .", Psalm 15 can fairly pose the question, "Who shall abide in thy tabernacle?" Ch. 3 of Romans which quotes Psalm 14:1-3 next reveals the glorious truth which concerns us: that amongst men, who are all shown to be sinners, God freely justifies those who believe (Rom. 3:10-12; 22-26).
The characteristics of the faithful Israelite are the same as those that grace should produce in the Christian: righteousness and truth in his walk, deeds and words; goodwill towards his neighbour; recognition of good and evil in accordance with divine standards (read Isa. 33:15-16).



March 1

Psalms 16

1Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.2O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;3But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.4Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.5The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.6The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.7I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.8I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.9Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.10For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.11Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.


This psalm is directly applicable to the Man Christ Jesus, as the quotations which are made from it in the Acts clearly show (Acts 2:25; Acts 13:35). Besides, who but He would dare to declare, "I have set the LORD always before me" (v. 8)? We see Him here, not as Saviour (that is in Ps. 22), but as our Example; not as Son of God, but as the Man of faith. As the Son, He has no need of being preserved (v. 1), and His goodness extends even to that of God Himself (v. 2; see Mark 10:18). But confidence, dependence, patience, faith, indeed all the sentiments we see shining out in this psalm in respect of a God known and honoured are human sentiments. To manifest them to perfection, Christ came to live the life of a man on the earth (and in what conditions!) —but the life of a man without sin! He is presented to us as submitted to God, the Lord (v. 2); finding His joy in the saints (v. 3), in the lot which His Father has reserved for Him (v. 5; Hebrews 12:2) and finally in the LORD Himself (vv. 8, 9, 11). He is confident even in the face of death (v.10). Marvellous pathway, which is the delight of His God! This is a pathway which He has marked out so that we can follow His steps (1 Peter 2:21).


March 2

Psalms 17

1Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.2Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine eyes behold the things that are equal.3Thou has proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night; thou has tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.4Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.5Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not.6I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.7Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them.8Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,9From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about.10They are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly.11They have now compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth;12Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.13Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword:14From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes.15As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.


In Psalm 16 we admired the confidence of the perfect Man. In Psalm 17 it is His righteousness that is before us. His righteousness is also and primarily before God, who finds complete satisfaction in it. Men can only see another person's behaviour, but God goes further and considers the motives that govern it. Psalm 11:5 taught us that "The LORD trieth the righteous . . .". But here we have the result of this close scrutiny of the heart of the Lord Jesus: "Thou hast tried me and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress." (v. 3; cf. John 8:25). Matchless Example! Let us make sure that our thoughts are always in step with our words, and vice-versa.
Besides this, let us learn to know and to use the Word of God as He did. He used it to keep Himself from the paths of the destroyer, from Satan himself (v. 4; Matt. 4: 4, 7, 10).
Vv. 14 and 15 emphasise the contrast between "men of the world, who have their portion in this life", and the righteous person (Christ, but also the believer), whose portion is heavenly (Ps. 16:5). In His sufferings now for righteousness's sake, He thinks of resurrection and of the Object of His affections: "I shall be satisfied . . . with thy likeness" (v. 15; cf. Ps. 16:11).


March 3

Psalms 18:1-29

1I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.2The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.3I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.4The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.5The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me.6In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.7Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.8There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.9He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet.10And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.11He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.12At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.13The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.14Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.15Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.16He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.17He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for me.18They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay.19He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me.20The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me.21For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God.22For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me.23I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine iniquity.24Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight.25With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright;26With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward.27For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks.28For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.29For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.


This psalm constitutes a great prophecy comprising the death, resurrection, exaltation, final victory and kingship of the Messiah. The first three verses provide the theme which will afterwards be developed at length: namely the manner of the deliverance of "the servant of the LORD" (see title). The Lord Jesus teaches us, by His own experience, what God is for the one who puts his trust in Him. "The exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe" has been demonstrated in Christ's resurrection, ascension, and the place which has been given Him above all His enemies (read Eph. 1:19-21). What God was to the Lord Jesus in the hour of His distress (v. 6), of His calamity (v. 18), He is also for us; and the trials through which we pass are so many opportunities to get to know Him in a new way. Am I weary, downcast? He is my strength. Is my faith tottering? He is my Rock. Is danger in sight? He is my stronghold, the fortress where I find a sure refuge (Ps. 9:9). Am I grappling with the Enemy? He is the shield which protects me from his blows. For the Lord Jesus, such deliverance was the result of His righteousness (vv. 19, 24), whilst for us it is assured on account of our relationship with Him.


March 4

Psalms 18:30-50

30As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.31For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God?32It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.33He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high places.34He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.35Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.36Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip.37I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither did I turn again till they were consumed.38I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they are fallen under my feet.39For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me.40Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that I might destroy them that hate me.41They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not.42Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets.43Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast made me the head of the heathen: a people whom I have not known shall serve me.44As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the strangers shall submit themselves unto me.45The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places.46The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted.47It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me.48He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man.49Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name.50Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and sheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore.


The Lord Jesus is pleased to bring us to a knowledge of His God, whose way is perfect and whose Word is tried (v. 30; Prov. 30:5). In the first part of the psalm, He has taught us by His example to call upon Him in our afflictions. Here He teaches us to lean upon Him for our walk (vv. 33, 36) and for our conflict (vv. 34, 35 and 39).
Do we know from experience what it is to be set upon our high places? (cf. Hab. 3:19). From a high vantage point we can enjoy a prospect far and wide (see Isa. 33:17). Think of the one offered to us at the end of this psalm. Our vision is extended into the future, to the time when God will destroy all the enemies of His Son. On the horizon we see the dawning of the day of His reign. He will be established Prince over His people Israel, but also Ruler over the nations. How aptly the hymn expresses His praise, "Hail to the Lord's Anointed . . . He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, to take away transgression and rule in equity".
It was necessary, for God's glory, that the nations should praise Him, and so they will during His reign. But it is our privilege even today, drawn as we have been from among the nations, to sing hymns to the glory of His Name (v. 49, quoted in Rom. 15:9). Let us not deprive Him of our praise.


March 5

Psalms 19

1The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.2Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.3There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.4Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,5Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.6His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.7The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.8The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.9The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.10More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.11Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.12Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.13Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.14Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.


God has revealed Himself successively by a twofold witness: firstly, in His creation (vv. 1-6), whose silent but so eloquent language makes known to the ends of the earth His power and His wisdom (Acts 14:17). The sun's regular and health-giving course, beaming its light and warmth on all the world is a constant proof of the goodness of God towards all His creatures (Ps. 136:8; Matt. 5:45).
The second witness is by His Word (vv. 7, 11). Holy, just and good, spiritual, even when it is only concerned with the Law given to Israel (Rom. 7:12, 14), of still how much greater value is it now that it is complete! This excellent Word warns the servant (v. 11) and reaches his conscience (which constitutes within every man a third witness). It brings to light as many hidden faults (committed inadvertently: v. 12) as wilful sins, committed in self-will, the result of self-esteem or pride (see this distinction in Num. 15:27-30).
We also find that a three-fold witness at the beginning of the Epistle to the Romans: creation (Rom. 1:20), conscience (Rom. 2:15) and the Law (Rom. 2:17 . . .) is set before man to light his condition and lead him to salvation.


March 6

Psalms 20

1The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee;2Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion;3Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice; Selah.4Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel.5We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions.6Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand.7Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.8They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright.9Save, LORD: let the king hear us when we call.


God has given the world more than the witnesses mentioned in Psalm 19: a living Witness, Jesus Christ. Psalm 16:3 showed us the perfect Man finding all His delight in believers, the "saints" and the "excellent" in the earth. Conversely, we see Christ in Psalm 20 to be the centre of the interest and affections of His own. To the One who was to proclaim on the cross, "I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not" (Ps. 22:2) they say, "The LORD hear thee! . . . the LORD fulfil all thy petitions" (vv. 1, 5). Then the certainty of faith, "He will hear him . . ." (v. 6), to which the cry of deliverance from Psalm 22:21 corresponds, "Thou hast heard me . . .". Only then do the faithful intercede for themselves, "Let the king hear us" (v. 9). Oh that we too might better realise what abandonment and then deliverance meant to the Lord Jesus, and what their glorious results are for us!
"Some trust in chariots and, some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God." (v. 7). Modern man counts more than ever on his powerful and rapid means of travel, as on many other things. But the Christian's glory is to belong to Christ and to bear His beautiful Name (James 2:7).


March 7

Psalms 21

1The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!2Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah.3For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head.4He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever.5His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him.6For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance.7For the king trusteth in the LORD, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved.8Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee.9Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.10Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men.11For they intended evil against thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform.12Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them.13Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise thy power.


In Psalm 20, the faithful addressed their King. Now they speak to the LORD about this King (vv. 1-7) – a subject pleasing to the heart of God! Let us not forget that the principal object of Christian worship is the presentation to the Father of the One who is altogether acceptable to Himself — His Son, Jesus Christ.
The "blessings of goodness" (v. 3) which He now enjoys are in marked contrast to the sufferings and insults which were His portion. Thus the crown of thorns is replaced by a crown of pure gold; the parting of His raiment is recompensed by the honour and majesty which God has laid upon Him (v. 6; Ps. 45:6-8); the shame of the cross is succeeded by the glory of His resurrection (v. 4). Yes, the One who was made a curse for us is blessed for ever, and the One from whom God turned His face for a moment is now made exceeding glad with His countenance (v. 6).
We may well ask why the Holy Spirit has not reversed the order of Psalms 21 and 22. Is it not precisely because God had "prevented"* His Son with the blessings (v. 3) already prepared for Him? He has made Him a gift of them in advance (cf. John 17:4-5). It is also because He does not wish to let us approach the solemn matter of the abandonment of His Beloved (Ps. 22) without having previously made us aware of His glories.
*to prevent: to go before (old meaning).
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Psalms 22:1-21

1My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?2O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.3But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.4Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.5They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.6But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.7All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying,8He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.9But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.10I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly.11Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.12Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.13They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.15My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.16For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.17I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.18They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.19But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me.20Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.21Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.


This portion of Scripture, more than any other, should be approached with "unshod feet", for it contains the most profound of all subjects: the feelings and prayers of Christ during the hours of the cross. First subjected to the wickedness of men, suffering for righteousness's sake, He afterwards knows, during three hours of impenetrable darkness, the forsaking of His mighty God. Completely alone, the perfect Man endures this unequalled experience with the unique inward sustaining power of His matchless love. And He does not cease for an instant to trust in the One who, for the time being, cannot answer His prayer. He publicly declares His shame and His weakness (vv. 1, 2 and 6), but without any sign of impatience, or of despair, or any tendency to defend Himself.
At the cross, man gave his full measure; he showed just how far he was capable of going in his hatred, his violence, his cynicism, his moral baseness (vv. 6-8, 12, 13, 16 and 18). At the same time, however, God Himself also gave in full measure according to His own nature: in perfect righteousness against sin; in perfect love for the sinner. The cross has magnified it all. Oh! that this contemplation of the Lord Jesus dying for us might produce in each of our souls humility and gratitude, reverence and worship!
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Psalms 22:22-31

22I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.23Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.24For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard.25My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him.26The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever.27All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.28For the kingdom is the LORD's: and he is the governor among the nations.29All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul.30A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.31They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.


The cry reaches the One who is among the "horns of the unicorns" (cf. vv. 2 and 21). This is resurrection and at the same time the joy of communion restored. But, in His love, Christ makes haste to share His joy. Thus His first thought is to make known to "His brethren" the new relationship in which His work has placed them, in telling them of His Father who becomes their Father, of His God who becomes their God (v. 22; John 20:17). Unlike the other psalms which speak of the sufferings of Christ, there is no question of recrimination in this one. The Lord Jesus here is the bearer of sins and in consequence all is simply grace and blessing. Blessing for the Assembly (composed in its beginning of Jewish disciples: v. 22 quoted in Heb. 2:12); for the restored Israel, called in v. 25 "the great congregation"; for "all the kindreds of the nations" during the 1000 years reign (vv. 27, 28); finally for all those that shall be born during the course of that glorious reign (v. 31). As ripples spread outwards from the centre where they have been produced, so the marvels and manifold consequences of the work of the cross are extended to the whole creation. And so we begin to understand why the Lord Jesus was forsaken (cf. v. 1).
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Psalms 23

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.


The good Shepherd has given His life for His sheep (Ps. 22; John 10:11). Now He goes before them. He feeds them tenderly; they lack nothing since He is there, responsible for them. The sheep, those weak, dependent creatures which are a picture of us, have the daily experience of the Shepherd's care (Isa. 40:11; Isa. 49:10). Plain gratitude declares: I have lacked nothing (Luke 22:35), but faith affirms: I shall lack nothing (at least nothing that is necessary for my soul; thus it is my soul is restored — v. 3).
The Lord Jesus leads me beside the still waters, but also in the paths of righteousness; He owes it to His own Name.
From v. 4 onwards, the sheep speaks directly to Him, "Thou art with me . .". In this company, even the valley of the shadow of death is no longer frightening. The good Shepherd's rod and staff comfort me. He will protect me from all dangers, even from my own straying. I can, without being afraid of the presence of mighty enemies, sit down at the royal table; here my place has been prepared, not for an occasional invitation, but for all the days of my life (cf. 2 Sam. 9:13). That place is in the house of the God of goodness and mercy — my Father — in which I now dwell by faith, whilst waiting to live there in reality for ever.
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Psalms 24

1The earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.2For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.3Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?4He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.5He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.6This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.7Lift up your head, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.8Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.9Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.10Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.


In Psalm 22 we find a Saviour. That is the past, the cross, where it all began. Psalm 23 corresponds with the present: we experience the care of a Shepherd. Psalm 24 next opens the future to us: here we admire the King of Glory.
All these psalms are written by David, a man who knew rejection and suffering, but who was also the shepherd of Israel (2 Sam. 5:2) and glorious king of Zion. Psalm 24 begins with the affirmation of the LORD's rights over the earth. There the cross was erected (Ps. 22). It is at present a dark valley (Ps. 23). But soon the LORD will establish His throne there. "The world, and they that dwell therein" will then have to recognise the One to whom they belong and to submit to His rule. Some will only decide to do so as a result of constraint, yielding "feigned obedience", as it says in Psalm 18:44 (margin). For our part, may we be able from this day forward to yield obedience and love to the Lord Jesus. To have a part in the Kingdom the citizens must possess its characteristics (vv. 3-6); the Lord Jesus made them known from the outset of His ministry (cf. v. 4 with Matt. 5:8). He was the King, the Messiah of Israel. But His people rejected Him, so that He went forth, bearing His cross (John 19:5, 17). Let us contemplate Him now, entering in as the LORD Himself, the King of Glory, to His reign of blessing.
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Psalms 25

1Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.2O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.3Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.4Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.5Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.6Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.7Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD.8Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.9The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.10All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.11For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.12What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose.13His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.14The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.15Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.16Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.17The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.18Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.19Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.20O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee.21Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.22Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.


Psalms 16-24 have in particular occupied us with Christ, the Messiah. Psalm 25 commences a new series (Psalms 25-39), concerned with "the remnant" and the faithful in general. We must bear in mind when reading the psalms that they are divided into groups and, characteristically, each group deals separately with a principal thought.
It helps us in Psalm 25 to notice two prayers: vv. 4-7 and 16-22. Let us especially take for ourselves the requests of vv. 4 and 5, ". . . Lead me in thy truth" (cf. Ps. 43:3). It was a matter of great joy for the Apostle John to find, in the family of "the elect lady", children walking in the truth (2 John 4).
But how are we to walk unless we know the way and the paths? God makes them known, and see how the soul progresses in them (vv. 8-10, 12). Nevertheless, one condition is laid down: "The secret of the LORD (His intimate communications) is with them that fear him" (vv. 12-14). In other words, God reveals His thoughts and gives understanding of His Word only to those who are ready to submit to them. That, no doubt, is why there is so much ignorance in Christendom . . . and often also in our own minds.
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Psalms 26

1Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide.2Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart.3For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth.4I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers.5I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked.6I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:7That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works.8LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.9Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men:10In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes.11But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me.12My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD.


In Psalm 25 the faithful man had sins to confess (vv. 7, 11, 18). His prayer was, "Lead me in thy truth". Here the tone changes. The believer stands before God with a good conscience (vv. 1, 2) and can declare, "I have walked in thy truth" (v. 3). He is one of those blessed people who, according to Psalm 1:1, is not associated with those who do wrong (vv. 4, 5). A holy occupation absorbs all his thoughts: that of vv. 6, 7. Having washed his hands at the brazen laver, in other words having judged himself, he compasses the altar, considering the work of the cross in all its aspects and the One who was the perfect sacrifice. Then his mouth is opened in praise and relates "all the wondrous works" accomplished by grace (v. 7).
The Christian life does not only consist of holding back from iniquity. Having purified himself from the vessels of dishonour, the child of God finds those who, like himself, call upon the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Tim. 2:21-22). Here the faithful man who has "hated the congregation of evil doers" (v. 5) enjoys the dwelling of the glory of his God and blesses the LORD "in the congregations" (v. 12). Is the presence of the Lord Jesus, in the gathering together of the two or three unto His Name, a real joy to our hearts (Matt. 18:20)?


March 14

Psalms 27

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?2When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.3Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.4One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.5For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.6And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.7Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.8When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.9Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.10When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.11Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.12Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.13I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.14Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.


All the believer's confidence in the One who is his light, his salvation, the strength of his life, shines in this psalm (v. 1; cf. Ps. 18:27-29). The Epistle to the Ephesians confirms it: the Lord is at the same time the Christian's light and his strength (Eph. 5: 14; Eph. 6:10). Who realised this confidence towards God like the Lord Jesus? In the same way that Psalm 22 is the psalm of the cross, this psalm might be called "the psalm of Gethsemane". V. 2 brings to mind in a striking manner that crowd, armed with swords and staves, which came forward under Judas's direction to seize the Lord of glory. At His word, "I am he", they go backward and fall to the ground (John 18:6).
It is in the house of the Lord that the psalmist seeks refuge (vv. 3-5; cf. 2 Kings 19:1, 14), beautiful picture of communion, "one thing" that we have to ask for and to seek after above all else. This communion, however, is not only for the hour of trial, but for "all the days of my life". Such communion is necessary for discerning the beauty of the Lord, and for making progress in our knowledge of Him.
The last verse comes, like an answer from above, to quieten all the believer's alarms: "Wait, I say, on the LORD". 


March 15

Psalms 28

1Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit.2Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle.3Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts.4Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavours: give them after the work of their hands; render to them their desert.5Because they regard not the works of the LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.6Blessed be the LORD, because he hath heard the voice of my supplications.7The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.8The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed.9Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift them up for ever.


The supplications which we hear in this psalm are in no way comparable to the confident prayers that a Christian can address to his God and Father today. Fear of not obtaining an answer, terror in the face of death, fear of being drawn away with the wicked, and then calling for judgment upon those men, such are the feelings expressed here by the faithful Israelite at the time of the end. But this intense distress only serves to highlight the answer he receives and the joy he derives from it (vv. 6-9). "The LORD is my strength", he declares in v. 7. And in v. 8, "The LORD is their strength". The experience is individual before being collective. We may recall an incident in the story of David, the author of our psalm. Returning to Ziklag, he finds the town burnt to the ground and all its inhabitants taken captive; his companions speak of stoning him; he is in great distress. Then it is that he "encourages himself in the LORD his God" (1 Sam. 30:6). It is sometimes necessary for us to experience, as he did, our total weakness, so as to realise that all our strength is in the Lord (2 Cor. 12:10). Notice also that God's answer produces praise in the heart of the believer. And let us never forget to praise Him (Isa. 25:1)!


March 16

Psalms 29

1Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength.2Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters.4The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.5The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.6He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.7The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire.8The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.9The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory.10The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever.11The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.


This psalm, in its prophetic aspect, speaks of the moment when the mighty ones of the earth will have to submit to the LORD. The glory and strength that man so willingly ascribes to himself belongs to God alone. And these will be effectively rendered to Him when He deems it well to lift up His voice to insist on His rights (the voice of the LORD is mentioned seven times in this psalm). The dominion exercised by the nations (those "sons of the mighty" – v. 1, margin) over Israel will come to an end, for it is to His people that the LORD will give strength, when He sits as king for ever (vv. 10, 11).
How powerful and magnificent is this voice of the Creator, which all men have the opportunity to hear! God speaks to them by means of natural phenomena: wind, thunder, avalanches or earthquakes . . . which strike men's hearts with a sense of grandeur and awe . . . usually of short duration! But above all it is through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, that God has spoken to the world (John 1:14; John 18:37). It was the voice of divine power "upon many waters" (v. 3), when with one word He stilled the tempest (Mark 4:39). But it is also the "still, small voice" of love, the voice of the good Shepherd, which can yet be heard today in His Word. May we not fail to listen to it!
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Psalms 30

1I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me.2O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.3O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.4Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.5For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.6And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved.7LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.8I cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD I made supplication.9What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou my helper.11Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;12To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.


True for the remnant of Israel, vv. 1-5 are also apt for the encouragement of all the redeemed, reminding them that if they have to pass through "light affliction . . . for a moment", it will work for them an "eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:17). The tears which are the lot of many in the dark night of this world will soon give place to songs of gladness in the morning of the eternal day. But even during the night, in the midst of trials, the one who knows the Lord possesses an inward joy which enables him to sing (Ps. 42:8; Job 35:10). He thus sheds around him a most powerful testimony (Acts 16:24-25).
It is dangerous to get discouraged in a time of trial! On the other hand, a believer who enjoys prosperity runs the risk of relying on that (my mountain – says the psalmist, v. 7), making it necessary for God to shake its foundations to bring the faithful to seek Him (vv. 6-8). Prosperity in the world easily becomes an obstacle to communion with the Lord; it is therefore to our advantage to be stripped of it. How can we escape these dangers? By looking beyond the present night, and up higher than "our mountain"; by viewing everything in the perspective of the eternity of bliss.
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Psalms 31:1-14

1In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness.2Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily: be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me.3For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me.4Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: for thou art my strength.5Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.6I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in the LORD.7I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities;8And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room.9Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly.10For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed.11I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me.12I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.13For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take away my life.14But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God.


"In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust" – such is now the firm declaration of the faithful (v. 1). Then in v. 6, "But I trust in the LORD". And again at the end of our reading, "I trusted in thee". In the midst of the storm unleashed by men, he anchors himself to this certainty. His refuge he has no longer found in his own mountain (Ps. 30:7), but in the LORD, his unshakeable Rock (v. 3). "Be thou my strong rock", he says in v. 2, but in v. 3, "Thou art my rock". Nothing will ever be able to overturn a faith established on such a foundation (Matt. 7:25). Dear friend, have you built on this Rock?
But there is one moment in life more than any other when this trust is necessary. It is the last moment, when everything must be left behind so as to pass through death. In this journey there is nothing on which the soul can lean except the God in whom, now and for ever, we have put our trust (Prov. 14:32). Think of our matchless Example: at the moment of His death, Christ expresses this absolute confidence by His last word on the cross, of which v. 5 reminds us: "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit" (Luke 23:46; see also Ps. 31:15).
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Psalms 31:15-24

15My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me.16Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies' sake.17Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the grave.18Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.19Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!20Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.21Blessed be the LORD: for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city.22For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee.23O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.24Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.


"To everything there is a season . . . a time to be born, and a time to die . . . a time to mourn, and a time to dance . . ." (Ecc. 3:1-8). But all our times are in our God's hand. He has determined in advance their succession and their duration, particularly when the time of trial is in view. So let us not forget v.15 every time we make plans.
Besides protection and deliverance, the soul finds in the LORD something still more precious: a goodness both great (v. 19) and marvellous (v. 21), "laid up" for those who fear God and who trust in Him (Ps. 34:9). Let us not be afraid of exhausting this divine supply. But how are we to respond to such goodness? V. 23 teaches us, "Love the LORD, all ye his saints". This is "the first and great commandment" of the Law (Matt. 22:37-38). It is not grievous (see 1 John 5:2-3). For to understand the Lord's goodness is to love Him already! Yes, in order that love to Him may be produced and maintained in our hearts, let us be much occupied with His own love for us (1 John 4:19). "I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me" – one of our hymns reminds us.
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Psalms 32

1Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.2Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.3When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.4For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.5I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.6For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him.7Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah.8I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.9Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.10Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about.11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.


The more the soul has first groaned under the weight of its sins, so the more will it value the blessing to which reference is made in vv. 1 and 2. Are you one of those blessed people? If not, v. 5 shows how you may become one (cf. Luke 15:18). "Mine iniquity have I not hid", in other words to confess all, such is the essential requirement so that God can cover my sin (v. 1). If, on the other hand, I try to hide it, God will have to bring it to light sooner or later (Matt. 10:26). It is by awakening the conscience that God begins His work. He lays His hand heavily on the sinner, until he is brought to repentance, soon to be followed by pardon. This last is presented to us in our verses under three aspects: the lifting of a burden, the covering of defilement, the cancelling of a debt.
Then comes the matter of walk. Let us not be like beasts of burden, without intelligence, and for this reason needing to be led by external constraints. The bit and bridle represent the painful measures God is obliged to use when we are unwilling to draw near to Him (v. 9; cf. Prov. 26:3). How much better it is for us to allow ourselves to be instructed (see title of psalm), taught, counselled directly by the Word and in communion with the Lord.
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Psalms 33

1Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.2Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.3Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.4For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth.5He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.6By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.7He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.8Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.9For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.10The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect.11The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD: and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.13The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.14From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.15He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works.16There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.17An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.18Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy;19To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.20Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield.21For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy name.22Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in thee.


The first verse takes up the final thought of Psalm 32. The one who has become righteous through the pardoning of his sins is called upon to rejoice and to praise the LORD. This is the privilege and the duty of every believer. Moreover this psalm applies directly to the future Israel, when their rejection of their Messiah will have been forgiven them. Their praise will have three great themes: God's faithfulness (vv. 4-9): He is the Creator of all things. God's wisdom (vv. 10-17): He takes everything into account and rules over the nations. God's goodness (vv. 18-22): this goodness operates towards all those who trust in Him. The new song (v. 3) is here in association with a new earth, from which God will have swept away injustice and which He will have filled with His goodness. The counsel of the heathen, the devices of the people, will have been brought to nothing so that the eternal counsels of God and the thoughts of His heart may be achieved (vv. 10, 11). His Word has created the heavens (cf. v. 6 and Heb. 11:3). That same Word now gives us new life and works in us whilst it waits to be fully operative in a restored earth. God looks from heaven and beholds all the inhabitants of the earth (vv. 13, 14). But, according to His promise in Psalm 32:8, He particularly follows with His watchful eye those who fear Him and that hope in His mercy (v. 18; see also Ps. 34:15).
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Psalms 34

1I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.2My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.3O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.4I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.5They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.6This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.7The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.8O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.9O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him.10The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.11Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.12What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?13Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.14Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.15The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.16The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.17The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.18The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.19Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.20He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.21Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate.22The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.


The Spirit uses a sorrowful incident in David's history so as to move him to the words of this psalm, and so as to show us that all the circumstances of life, including the most humiliating, can lead us in the end to give thanks to God. Let us imitate "this poor man"; let us learn like him to magnify the name of our God always and everywhere.
In v. 11, it is as if the Lord would gather us tenderly about Himself: "Come, ye children, hearken unto me . . .". There is a word of encouragement for each one. He reassures the one who is in danger by vv. 7, 15, 17 (see Isa. 63:9). Is another concerned by material needs? He answers his care by vv. 9, 10. Is someone else passing through mourning or a time of trial? He shows him where to find consolation (v. 18). His desire is to give us confidence in His Father, so that we may be able to praise Him with Himself (v. 3). "Taste", He invites us, "and see that the LORD is good" (cf. 1 Peter 2:3). But the Lord also knows that we need His exhortation: "Keep thy tongue from evil . . . Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace and pursue it" (vv. 13, 14; see 1 Peter 3:10-12). Peter does not complete the quotation of v. 16, for today is the day of grace. The judgment pronounced at the end of the psalm is yet to come.
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Psalms 35:1-16

1Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight against me.2Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help.3Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.4Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt.5Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them.6Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them.7For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without cause they have digged for my soul.8Let destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch himself: into that very destruction let him fall.9And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation.10All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?11False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.12They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul.13But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom.14I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother.15But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together: yea, the abjects gathered themselves together against me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceased not:16With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth.


The Angel of the LORD who "encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them" (Ps. 34:7) is here called upon to chase and to pursue the enemies of the righteous (vv. 5, 6). "After a time of patience and of tireless grace, grace maintained without result, instead of avenging themselves, the remnant will rely upon God to obtain deliverance" (JND). This deliverance of Jewish believers will be accompanied without fail by the judgment of the wicked. So far as Christians are concerned, we know that their deliverance will not be accomplished by the destruction of the unjust, but by they themselves being taken up to meet the Lord! Christians and unconverted people will not always remain together. When the Lord comes on the cloud, the former will be taken from the earth, and the others will be left there for the terrible "hour of temptation" (Rev. 3:10). On the other hand, when the Lord appears in glory, the believers of that time will be left on the earth for the glorious reign, whilst the wicked will be taken away (Luke 17:34-36).
What ingratitude is shown by the natural man! David speaks of it from experience, having so often suffered from it (vv. 12-15). But Christ knew and felt this ingratitude so much more deeply. "They have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love" (v. 12; Ps. 109:5).
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Psalms 35:17-28

17Lord, how long wilt thou look on? rescue my soul from their destructions, my darling from the lions.18I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much people.19Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause.20For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet in the land.21Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it.22This thou hast seen, O LORD: keep not silence: O Lord, be not far from me.23Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my cause, my God and my Lord.24Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy righteousness; and let them not rejoice over me.25Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have it: let them not say, We have swallowed him up.26Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me.27Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.28And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.


Although we may not have to contend with man's wickedness, as do the faithful in this psalm, let us not forget that persecution has been and still is the lot of many Christians. How grateful we should be that in our country we continue to enjoy freedom of conscience and of worship! To praise the Lord in the midst of His redeemed people is the believer's proper desire (v. 18). Do we who still possess this privilege value it rightly?
In John 15:25, the Lord Jesus refers to this hatred without a cause of which He was the object (v. 19). Surely without a cause! . . . and yet the world's hatred of Christ and of His own ought not to surprise us (1 John 3:13). Satan puts into men's minds this hatred against the One who has defeated him. Can we imagine more awful sentiments than those expressed in vv. 21, 25, 26? Few expressions are so strong to lay bare in all their horror the depths of the wickedness of the human heart – evil joy to see the sufferings of an innocent man . . . and He the Son of God come to save men. "Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it", cry the mockers (v. 21). "Every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him", declares Revelation 1:7 . . . no longer on the cross, but in all His judicial glory.
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Psalms 36

1The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.2For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful.3The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good.4He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil.5Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.6Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast.7How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.8They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.9For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.10O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.11Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me.12There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.


We may compare the end of v. 4 with the exhortation of Romans 12:9, "Abhor that which is evil". The man of the world is not only indifferent to sin (for to judge it would be to condemn himself), but he enjoys it and makes of it the favourite themes for his literature and drama. At the same time this insensitivity to evil leads him to boast and to "flatter himself in his own eyes", even in the face of the most flagrant wickedness (v. 2; Deut. 29:19). Since we are obliged to live in such an atmosphere, our conscience as Christians runs the risk of being blunted. But we shall always regard sin with horror if we remember the cross and the terrible price that had to be paid there for its abolition. God's goodness is in heaven, out of reach of the schemes of wicked men (vv. 5, 7). And it is at the same time spread out like protective wings to shelter the sons of men (see Ps. 17:8). Alas! like the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the time of our Lord, many do not want the refuge it affords (Matt. 23:37).
The source of divine life and light, brought together in v. 9, bring us back to Christ, the Word, of whom it is written, "In him was life, and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4).
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Psalms 37:1-22

1Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.2For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.3Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.4Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.5Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.6And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.7Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.9For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.10For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.11But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.12The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth.13The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming.14The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation.15Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.16A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.17For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous.18The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever.19They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.20But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.21The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.22For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.


Psalm 37 is not, as are most of those which precede it, a prayer of the faithful concerning the wicked men who surround him. On the contrary, it is the answer that reaches him from above. It does not yet bring him the awaited deliverance, but rather the resources and instruction necessary to enable him to face up to the evil that surrounds him! And how many times we share this experience! In answer to our prayer, instead of taking away our trial, the Lord gives us what is necessary to endure it. According to the promise of Psalm 32:8, "I will instruct thee and teach thee . . . I will guide thee . . .", we recognise the voice of the tender Master. He has Himself put into practice the instructions He gives here. And, being thoroughly acquainted with our poor hearts, He knows full well that the sight of the evil around us can produce in us two distressing reactions: fretfulness and jealousy (vv. 1, 7, 8; Prov. 24:1, 19). Hence there are these exhortations that we ought often to read: fret not thyself (thrice repeated); trust . . .; do good; commit thy way unto the LORD; wait patiently . . . . Rich promises are also added! "He shall give thee the desires of thine heart . . .; He shall bring it to pass". Let us allow Him to act! Soon the God of peace shall bruise Satan under our feet (cf. vv. 10, 17, 20 with Rom. 16:20).
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Psalms 37:23-40

23The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.24Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.25I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.26He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed.27Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore.28For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.29The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever.30The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment.31The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.32The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him.33The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged.34Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it.35I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree.36Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.37Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.38But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.39But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble.40And the LORD shall help them and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.


"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD" (v. 23). By nature we are characterised by independence. Our need of God for each step of our daily life is a reality that we do not willingly accept. Let us not wait until we have fallen down many times before we are convinced of that need and accept the Lord's help.
This psalm is concerned with the righteous. This is the name given to the faithful Jewish remnant, those that will possess the land (vv. 9, 11, 22, 29, 34) after the overthrow of the wicked, affirmed to them also five times over (vv. 9, 22, 28, 34, 38). The child of God today has the right to bear the same title (Rom. 5:19). How can a righteous man be recognised? He "sheweth mercy and giveth" (v. 21). His mouth "speaketh wisdom and his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart" (vv. 30, 31). Love, wisdom, truth, attachment to the Word, can all these features be found in our everyday walk? Let us count on God's power, His help and His deliverance that they may be so (vv. 39, 40). That the righteous should be forsaken is certainly inconceivable (v. 25; 2 Cor. 4:9). And yet we know that it had to be so for Him "that is most just" (Job 34:17; Ps. 22:1).


March 28

Psalms 38

1O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.2For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore.3There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin.4For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me.5My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness.6I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long.7For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there is no soundness in my flesh.8I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart.9Lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning is not hid from thee.10My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me.11My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off.12They also that seek after my life lay snares for me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine deceits all the day long.13But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.14Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs.15For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God.16For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me.17For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually before me.18For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.19But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied.20They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I follow the thing that good is.21Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me.22Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation.


The lesson of Psalm 37 seems to have been understood. The faithful man no longer cries out for the overthrow of the wicked, which has been expressly promised to him. Instead of fretting about those who do wrong, he is profoundly conscious of his own sin (vv. 3-5). At the same time he realises that he is in the hand of God who reproves and chastises him. And it is in Him that he hopes (v. 15). It is not his place to reply personally to those who persecute him, still less to avenge himself. "Thou wilt answer, O Lord my God" (v. 15 — margin). Here we recognise the teaching of the New Testament, "Recompense to no man evil for evil . . .; dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves . . .; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Rom. 12:17, 19). There is only one answer we are entitled to give to the wrong done to us, . . . Good; that is the opposite answer of these "enemies" (v. 19), of these "adversaries" who "render evil for good" (v. 20). And their astonishing motive is unveiled for us, "because I follow the thing that is good". Jealousy and a perverse wish to suppress that which by contrast underlines their own wickedness, such are the frightful sentiments that led men to put to death the Holy One and the Just (John 10:32; read also 1 John 3:12).


March 29

Psalms 39

1I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.2I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred.3My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue,4LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am.5Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.6Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.7And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.8Deliver me from all my transgressions: make me not the reproach of the foolish.9I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; because thou didst it.10Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the blow of thine hand.11When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: surely every man is vanity. Selah.12Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.13O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more.


To curb a believer's self-will God sometimes has to make use of bit and bridle (Ps. 32:9). And to control his tongue, this untamable little member, a muzzle would be necessary (v. 1 — margin; see James 3:2).
We who find it so hard to keep silent, particularly when we suffer wrong, ought to think of the perfect example of the Lamb who opened not His mouth (v. 9; Ps. 38:13; Isa. 53:7; 1 Peter 2:23).
"Thou hast made my days as an handbreadth" (v. 5). Brief existence . . . and yet so foolishly wasted by so many people in a vain rush to pile up earthly riches! (v. 6; Ecc. 2:21, 23). Let us pay attention to the four certainties of vv. 5, 6 and 11. Not only is man but vanity (vv. 5, 11), but further he "walketh in a vain show". In this world's stage, where the drama of humanity is drawing to a close, the cast and the set will soon be put aside. "The fashion of this world passeth away" (1 Cor. 7:31). That which is true, firm, imperishable, is that which belongs to the invisible, heavenly sphere (1 Peter 1:4). Understanding that he can expect nothing in such a world as this, the man of faith poses the question, "Lord, what wait I for?" and he himself gives the answer, "My hope is in thee" (v. 7).


March 30

Psalms 40

1I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.2He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.3And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.4Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.5Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.6Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required.7Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,8I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.9I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.10I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.11Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me.12For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me.13Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me.14Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil.15Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha.16Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified.17But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.


Glorious psalm! Christ, the risen Man, stands forth to unfold "the wonderful works" and the "thoughts" of God to us-ward (v. 5) in four successive pictures. 
The first takes us into past eternity (vv. 6, 7, quoted in Heb. 10:5-9). As the only One capable of settling the question of sin, the Son offers Himself to be the obedient Servant: "Lo, I come . . ." – "And came . . ." confirms Ephesians 2:17.
The next picture shows us the Lord Jesus on the earth, announcing and fulfilling "all righteousness" (Matt. 3:15), bearing witness to the God of loving-kindness and truth, speaking of His faithfulness and of His salvation. The whole of Christ's life is summed up in vv. 8-10.
Thirdly the Saviour is before us in the solemn hour when He had to cry, "Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me . . ." (v. 12). Mine iniquities . . .? But they were mine and yours! They are innumerable. Psalm 38:4 describes them as "an heavy burden".
And finally, the last picture, for which we come back to vv. 1-3: the "horrible pit" and the "miry clay" have given place to the rock of resurrection. Christ, delivered from death by the power of God for whom He has patiently waited, sings His praise and invites men to join with Him in the "new song" (v. 3).


March 31

Psalms 41

1Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.2The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies.3The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.4I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee.5Mine enemies speak evil of me, When shall he die, and his name perish?6And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: his heart gathereth iniquity to itself; when he goeth abroad, he telleth it.7All that hate me whisper together against me: against me do they devise my hurt.8An evil disease, say they, cleaveth fast unto him: and now that he lieth he shall rise up no more.9Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.10But thou, O LORD, be merciful unto me, and raise me up, that I may requite them.11By this I know that thou favourest me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over me.12And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and settest me before thy face for ever.13Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.


By the prophetic Spirit, Christ declared at the end of Psalm 40, "But I am poor and needy". Voluntary poverty, intended to enrich us! (2 Cor. 8:9). Blessed then is the one who considers this poor Man! But blessed also is the one who knows how to identify with all the poor, the humble and with those who suffer. And blessed is he who, in spirit if not in fact, takes like his Master this position of being poor! (Matt. 5:3).
What encouragement v. 3 brings to the sick believer! In the first place the promise of divine help! Even if the outward man perish, the inward man is renewed day by day under the care of the great Physician of souls (2 Cor. 4:16). Furthermore, the "bed of languishing" of the sick believer is to find itself miraculously transformed. For the presence of the Lord at the believer's bedside has the power to change his suffering into joy. Sweet companionship, fit to make him forget the lack of understanding or the indifference of which he may have been the object (v. 8)!
We know just when it was that v. 9 took place. With what sadness the Lord must have quoted it, before giving the traitor Judas the morsel, which caused him to be recognised (John 13:18, 26).
The first book of Psalms concludes with everlasting praise to which, fellow believers, we can all add our Amen!
Psalms 42-89 (Books II and III) appear in Year 4 and Psalms 90-150 (Books IV and V) in Year 5 of "Day by Day".



April 1

Proverbs 1:1-19

1The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;2To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;3To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;4To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.5A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:6To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.8My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:9For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.10My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.11If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:12Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit:13We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:14Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:15My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:16For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.17Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.18And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives.19So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.



God used Solomon, the wisest of all men (1 Kings 4:29 . . .), to give us "The Proverbs", this book of wisdom. Although it is addressed to all, it is expressly dedicated to the young man (v. 4). Yes, this book has been specially written for you, young believing friend, who have reached the age of discretion and personal judgment. It is time for you to decide as to the way you are going, and to make specific choices. In the school of God, where your Christian education is carried on under the authority and example of your parents (vv. 7-9), Proverbs is one of your main "text-books". It contains definitions, rules and how they are to be applied, exercises, examples, some to be followed, and others not to be followed. But Wisdom (as the Word with which it is identified) is at the same time presented as a living person who teaches and guides in their walk those whom it calls its sons.
The Psalms began with the setting apart of the faithful man (Ps. 1:1). Here, in the same way, the first instruction given to the son warns him to avoid "the way of sinners" who will try to seduce him and will invite him: "Come with us" (v. 11). Wisdom shows him the end to which this path leads, and puts him on his guard: "My son, walk not thou in the way with them" (v. 15; read Eph. 5:11).


April 2

Proverbs 1:20-33

20Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:21She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,22How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?23Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.24Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;25But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:26I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;27When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.28Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:29For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:30They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.31Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.32For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.33But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.


Wisdom has set itself the task of educating its sons, in other words its followers. But it is at the same time no less directed to those outside, inviting them to become disciples too. God has not given His Word only for the instruction of believers; it is also the gospel of His grace which shows the unconverted the way of salvation. Look for wisdom — and thereby see the Lord Jesus — search diligently for souls, wherever they have gone astray. We know, perhaps because we have been there ourselves before our conversion, "the chief place of concourse", those noisy places where the world intoxicates the soul. Wisdom cries aloud to make its voice heard above all this hubbub (cf. John 7:37; John 12:44). And this Word, which God causes to be proclaimed everywhere, has a double effect: salvation for some, condemnation for others (cf. Acts 17:32-34). For those, many alas!, who refuse to listen, the same voice which today loudly proclaims the urgent appeals of grace, will one day become scornful and terrible (v. 26). Then it will be too late (cf. v. 28 with Amos 8:12). Those who listen, however, will live in safety, without fear of evil (v. 33). They will be in the good of the promise in v. 23: "I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you".


April 3

Proverbs 2:1-22

1My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;2So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;3Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;4If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;5Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.6For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.7He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.8He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.9Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.10When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;11Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:12To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things;13Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;14Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked;15Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:16To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words;17Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God.18For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead.19None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life.20That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.21For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.22But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.


Before taking up the education of her son, wisdom sounds out his inclinations. Has he decided to let himself be instructed so as to find the knowledge of God? (v. 5). Does he willingly apply himself to the discipline of this "school"? In practice, no teaching is at all profitable if it is not accompanied by the desire to obtain this knowledge, and with a sense of its importance. It often happens that a bad scholar becomes a good pupil as soon as he understands that his future depends on how he works.
Here then is the wisdom and understanding offered to us. God puts no limit on the measure of the gifts of His Spirit (John 3:34). But at the same time we have to desire them and earnestly seek them by prayer (v. 3; cf. 1 Cor. 14:1). Vv. 1 to 4 invite the believer to a seven-fold effort. In truth, if our heart is not firmly and personally committed to the Lord, the best of educations will not be able to keep us for long (cf. vv. 10, 11; see Dan. 1:8). We shall have a tendency to conform to the company in which we find ourselves; we shall then be at the mercy of bad influences (vv. 12-22). And we shall run the risk of making the day we leave the family home a fatal turning point (read 1 Cor. 15:33).


April 4

Proverbs 3:1-20

1My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:2For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.3Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:4So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.5Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.7Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.8It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.9Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:10So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.11My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:12For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.13Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.14For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.15She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.16Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.17Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.18The is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.19The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.20By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.


They are for you, young believing friend, these words full of love from your heavenly Father: "My son, do not forget . . ." This expression "my son" is repeated fourteen times in chapters 1 to 7. The apostle, quoting from vv. 11 and 12 to the Hebrews, says to them: "Ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children". Let us then weigh up carefully the warnings in these chapters, remembering who it is that speaks to us (Heb. 12:5, 25).
Mercy and truth are inseparable. They reflect the nature of the God of love and light, whose children we are. May they be engraved on our hearts (v. 3).
As we have seen in ch. 2, there is understanding to be sought by prayer, this understanding by which the Holy Spirit causes us to enter into God's thoughts. Happy are those who find this (v. 13). By contrast, there is another way which I should absolutely mistrust: my own understanding (v. 5). I cannot at the same time lean on that and trust in the Lord with all my heart. I cannot follow at one and the same time my own reasonings . . . and the instructions from above. "Be not wise in your own conceits" we are exhorted in Romans 12:16, in accordance with v. 7 of our chapter.


April 5

Proverbs 3:21-35

21My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion:22So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.23Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble.24When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.25Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.26For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.27Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.28Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee.29Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.30Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm.31Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways.32For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous.33The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just.34Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly.35The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.


To obey the instructions of Wisdom is necessary in the first place for the welfare of my soul. "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God" (Luke 4:4). It will be at the same time an ornament of grace in the sight of others (v. 22; Prov. 1:9; Prov. 4:9). My walk will be strengthened by it during the day, and in the night I shall lie down in safety. My sleep will be sweet (v. 24). What is the reason for those moments of hesitation and errors of judgment which often cause me to stumble during the course of the day? Is it the fears and inward torments which sometimes assail me even during the night? They stem from the fact that I have lost sight of the instructions of the Lord, and of my simple trust in Him (v. 26), to reason things out in my own thoughts.
God, who knows my selfish heart, then reminds me of what I owe my neighbour (v. 27; Luke 6:30). And because I am His child, He expects from me absolute honesty, without the slightest compromise, in my deeds, my words and my purposes. He also expects Christian gentleness, which does not insist on its rights (vv. 30, 31). Besides, is it not in this way that we obtain "more grace", as James has promised in quoting verse 34? (James 4:6).


April 6

Proverbs 4:1-19

1Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.2For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.3For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother.4He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live.5Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.6Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.7Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.8Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.9She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.10Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many.11I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.12When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.13Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.14Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.15Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.16For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.17For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.18But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.19The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.


It is in the family circle that the child of Christian parents begins to acquire the elements of the wisdom which is according to God. To dispute, or despise, or forsake (v. 2) "good doctrine" heard in the home, these are attitudes which cannot bring blessing, and often mark the point of departure of lives from the path of true witness (cf. v. 10 with Ex. 20:12).
"The father to the children shall make known thy truth" (Isa. 38:19). Christian teaching is the responsibility of the head of the family, who passes on to his children that which he himself has often received from his own parents (Ps. 78:4-6). Solomon, the inspired writer of the Proverbs, no doubt often remembered the words of his father David (v. 3; 1 Kings 2:1-3).
Vv. 11-13 instruct us as to our walk, vv. 14-19 as to the way. The path of the wicked is described for us so that we may know how to avoid it, and be established firmly in the path of the just which is "as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" (v. 18). Wisdom is a realm in which we progress little by little (cf. Luke 2:52). What is not normal is when this growth stops because of a bad conscience. May this v. 18 sum up the life of each one of us.


April 7

Proverbs 4:20-27; Proverbs 5:1-23

20My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.21Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.22For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.23Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.24Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.25Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.26Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.27Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.
1My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding:2That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge.3For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil:4But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword.5Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell.6Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them.7Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth.8Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house:9Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel:10Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger;11And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed,12And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof;13And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!14I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly.15Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well.16Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets.17Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee.18Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.19Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love.20And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger?21For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.22His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.23He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.


All the senses, all the vital functions of the believer must remain under the control of wisdom. This wisdom, dear Christian friend, God has put at your disposal (James 1:5). Through it, you are responsible to watch over your ears (v. 20), your eyes (vv. 21, 25), your feet (vv. 26, 27; see Ps. 119:101), your thoughts, your lips (Prov. 5:2) and, above all, your heart, the operational centre which governs the whole being (v. 23). If the heart is lost, it is all up with you. How many have missed out in their lives and have shed bitter tears, because in the time of their youth they allowed an affection to develop which was not according to the Lord!
If the lips are the outlet of the heart, the eyes are the main entrance to the heart. Be careful to ensure then that your eyes look straight on before you. May they be fixed on the Lord Jesus, the Object of the race of faith (Heb. 12:2). In this way, no lust of the flesh will be able to find ready access there.
Vv. 8-14 describe the misery of the one who has allowed himself to be turned aside by "the strange woman": he gives his "years unto the cruel" (v. 9). We have given far too many of our years to Satan before our conversion. Would you want to return to his domination?


April 8

Proverbs 6:1-19

1My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger,2Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.3Do this now, my son, deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.4Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.5Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler.6Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:7Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,8Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.9How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?10Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:11So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.12A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth.13He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;14Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.15Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.16These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,18An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.


To act as a surety is to commend someone by guaranteeing the commitments he has entered into. On the face of it, this springs from kindly feeling. But God hates this suretyship, firstly because it indicates confidence in man, and then because it unwisely commits an unknown future, which belongs to Him alone (Jer. 17:5; James 4:13-14).
Vv. 6-8 advise those who are lazy to visit an ants' colony. How many profitable lessons we can learn from these industrious little creatures — diligence, perseverance, prudence, order, help for one another, self-discipline. Not one of them remains idle, and if the load is too heavy, a companion runs to his help. May we learn to observe the striking illustrations which God has given us here and there in His creation.
We have already seen that all the members of a believer should be kept and sanctified for the use of God (Prov. 4:21-27; Prov. 5:1-2). Vv. 12-19 show us how, in the natural man, these same members are used in the service of evil. Such was also our own condition when we were slaves to sin. But Romans 6:18-19 reminds us that we have been set free and exhorts us firmly to yield our members "servants to righteousness unto holiness."


April 9

Proverbs 6:20-35

20My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:21Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.22When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.23For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:24To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman.25Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.26For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.27Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?28Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?29So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent.30Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry;31But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.32But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.33A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away.34For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.35He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts.


From the beginning of this book, immediately following upon "the fear of the LORD", the young Christian has been reminded of his very first duty: to listen to his parents and to obey them (Prov. 1:8-9). Vv. 20-22 return to this important subject to give the teaching of father and mother the same place as that accorded in Deuteronomy 11:18-19 to the words of God Himself (see also Prov. 23:22). To obey one's parents is then to obey God. It is a thing which is not only "right" (Eph. 6:1), but also "well pleasing unto the Lord" (Col. 3:20). May this obedience be seen in Christian homes, and particularly the more so as it is rapidly disappearing in the world today! (2 Tim. 3:2). In direct opposition to the influence of the family altar, once again we have that of the strange woman who personifies sin (Prov. 2:16; Prov. 5:3, 20; then Prov. 7:5). Do not be surprised by these repeated warnings to be on our guard. We know by experience that temptations repeat themselves. But they will be all the more seductive when they encounter unjudged impurity in our thoughts or our habits.
Idleness, too, opens great opportunities for carnal lust, as we learn from the history of David and his terrible sin (2 Sam. 11).


April 10

Proverbs 7:1-27

1My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.2Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.3Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.4Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman:5That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words.6For at the window of my house I looked through my casement,7And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding,8Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,9In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night:10And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.11(She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:12Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)13So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,14I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.15Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.16I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.17I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.18Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.19For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey:20He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed.21With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.22He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;23Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.24Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth.25Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.26For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her.27Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.


This chapter illustrates in the most solemn way the danger to which the young son of wisdom is exposed by the strange woman. It truly involves "hunting for his life" (cf. Prov. 6:26), with this impure woman, noisy and unrestrained, lying in wait. She masquerades her perverse intentions under a religious cloak (v. 14). She comes and goes; she watches her prey under cover of the night. Her weapons are honeyed words and seducing eyelids (Prov. 2:16; Prov. 5:3; Prov. 6:25). Her victim is the light-hearted young man, at a loose end, already beaten because he has no will-power and is carried away by his feelings.
The scene is graphically portrayed: reckless and stupid as "he goes after her straightway". "The snare of the fowler" – that is to say, Satan – immediately closes in on him (v. 23; Ps. 91:3). It is too late: pleasures for the moment, but what a price to pay! For "it is for his life" . . . and he did not know it (v. 23). With the warnings you receive, young Christian, you are even more responsible. But you also know where to find your help. "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto, according to thy word". (Ps. 119:9). Meditate on the example of Joseph and his firm stand in Genesis 39:9; in the hour of danger, cry to Him who is always "able to succour them that are tempted" (Heb. 2:18).


April 11

Proverbs 8:1-21

1Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice?2She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths.3She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors.4Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man.5O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.6Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things.7For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips.8All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them.9They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge.10Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.11For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.12I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.13The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.14Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength.15By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.16By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.17I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.18Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.19My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.20I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:21That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.


As in Proverbs 1, Wisdom turns to those who are lost and re-echoes her calls of grace. She positions herself this time on the high places, on the roads, at the gates of the city, everywhere where the people and the world pass by. The cross-roads (the places of the paths) (v. 2) is where it is possible to change direction. It is there, in the parable, that the servants of the king are sent, to seek out and bring in as many people as they find (Matt. 22:9). Ch. 9 will show us that Wisdom also has prepared her table and that she sends out her servants to confirm her invitation. You who are perhaps still walking on the broad road, it is for you now to reply to the insistent voice which calls you at the cross-roads. This voice is the voice of the Lord Jesus who desires your happiness. To those who listen to Him, He speaks excellent things, these words so right and clear and true (vv. 6, 9). He has treasures in store which are beyond comparison with the silver and gold of this world. He gives an inheritance of durable riches (v. 18), substance (v. 21), future blessings – "better" and "enduring" as they are also called in Hebrews 10:1, 34. In truth, how glorious is that "which God has prepared for them that love him" (1 Cor. 2:9; cf. vv. 17-21).


April 12

Proverbs 8:22-36

22The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.23I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.24When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water.25Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:26While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world.27When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth:28When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep:29When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth:30Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him;31Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men.32Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways.33Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.34Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.35For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD.36But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.


"That which God hath prepared for them that love him" has its source in Christ. He Himself is "the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory" (1 Cor. 2:7, 9; see also 1 Cor. 1:30). Vv. 22 to 31 take us back in the course of time beyond the beginning of created things, as far as our thoughts can reach. Wisdom was already there, a Person by the side of God: the Son with the Father, in a reciprocal fulness of love and joy, to plan and then to realise together the work of creation. But in addition we learn something quite extraordinary here: before a single man existed, before there was a world for him to inhabit, even before the dust of the world was formed, we, that is you and I, were known and loved. "My delights were with the sons of men" – such is the marvellous declaration of the Well-Beloved of God, even before the beginning of time. He did not want to enjoy the Father's love alone, and all the work which He was going to undertake had this grand ultimate design: to introduce man, saved and perfected, into His own joy, to the glory of God His Father.


April 13

Proverbs 9:1-18

1Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:2She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.3She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city,4Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,5Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.6Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.7He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.8Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.9Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.11For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased.12If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.13A foolish woman is clamourous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing.14For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city,15To call passengers who go right on their ways:16Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,17Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.18But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.


The Word which was "in the beginning with God", which "was God", came down to speak to men, and to bring them the revelation of the Father (the subject of John's gospel). Thus He is the Wisdom of God. The Word did not remain "with" or at the side of God. He was made flesh, and He dwelt (set up His home) among men (John 1:14), and invites them "Come, eat . . . drink" (cf. John 6:51; John 21:12). He first offers refreshment, and then instructs. The Lord first fills the heart, before occupying the spirit and the mind. For if love for Him does not precede the knowledge of the "commandments", we shall not be able to keep those commandments. Furthermore, the instruction of wisdom must start at the beginning, which is the fear of the LORD (v. 10): that is to have the sense of the authority of the One who is giving the teaching. We must behave ourselves before God with the greatest respect, recognising the importance of every one of His words. We should not read the Bible in any other way.
In the world, another voice is seeking to distract men: the voice of folly (and of sin)! It assumes the appearance of wisdom (cf. vv. 4, 16) and offers us the opportunity "to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season" (Heb. 11:25). But let us look more closely at the faces of the guests. At its grim feast are seated . . . the dead (v. 18; Prov. 2:18,19).


April 14

Proverbs 10:1-15

1The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.2Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.3The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked.4He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.5He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.6Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.7The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot.8The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall.9He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known.10He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall.11The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.12Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.13In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding.14Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.15The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.


From this point onward, the Proverbs are presented as a series of sentences inspired by Wisdom. It is not always easy to grasp the significance of their order, or to unravel the main thoughts expressed. For want of space we can only linger here each day on a small selection of verses.
The first verse will serve as a general introduction: "A wise son maketh a glad father". It is completed by Proverbs 23: 24 "The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice . . ." (see also Prov. 15:20; Prov. 17:21, 25; Prov. 29:3). Think of the satisfaction it is to our parents when we show these characteristics of righteousness and wisdom according to God. But let us look higher at the same time to admire the Son whose excellent wisdom was ever the delight of His Father – not only in eternity past, but during His pathway here on this earth (Prov. 4:3; Matt. 3:17; Matt. 17:5).
The verses which follow show us in detail in what manner a wise son honours and gladdens his father: practical righteousness in works (vv. 4, 5); in his walk (v. 9); in his words (vv. 11, 13, 14). This is what the Lord Jesus manifested, and that which infinitely rejoiced the heart of the Father (see John 8:29). 


April 15

Proverbs 10:16-32

16The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.17He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.18He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool.19In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.20The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth.21The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom.22The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.23It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath wisdom.24The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted.25As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation.26As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him.27The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.28The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish.29The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.30The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.31The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out.32The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness.


It is particularly by his speech that a righteous man is recognised (cf. Matt. 26:73). Do we pay enough attention to this by avoiding words which are rude, and dishonest or foolish talking (Eph. 4:29; Eph. 5:4). If we are in the habit of saying all that comes into our mind, then vv. 19 and 20 are particularly addressed to us. But "the tongue of the just is as choice silver". It filters out the impurities and only lets pass that which is of true worth. The heart of the believer contains two springs which flow out through the same channel of our lips (James 3:9-11): the well of life (v. 11; cf. John 4:14), which is able to refresh many (v. 21) and the corrupt well of the flesh, which allows every evil thought to spring up (Matt. 15:18-19; see also Prov. 12:18). The instruction of Wisdom will teach us when we should speak and when we should keep silent (read the prayer of Ps. 141:3).
The final end of the righteous and that of the ungodly are compared in vv. 24-30. The wicked have a great fear (v. 24); this is not the fear of the LORD, but a vague and superstitious terror, because lurking in the background is death, for which he is unprepared (Job 15:20-21). How different is the outlook of the Christian! For his present earthly life, God grants him his righteous desires. And as to the future, his heart is gladdened by that "blessed hope" (v. 28).


April 16

Proverbs 11:1-17

1A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.2When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom.3The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.4Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.5The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness.6The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness.7When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth.8The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.9An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.10When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.11By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.12He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his peace.13A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.14Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellers there is safety.15He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.16A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches.17The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh.


We have noticed how in almost every verse of these chapters the outlook and the character of the righteous and of the wicked are contrasted. So it is in the daily life of the child of God: set, as he is, side by side with the unbelievers of this world, his faith makes their iniquity stand out, and the reverse is also true. Vv. 9 to 14 are concerned more particularly with social life. The righteous man is not called upon to live alone. His presence in the midst of the world which observes him is a witness. The epistle to Titus warns us that we should live righteously . . . in this present world, to adorn (like the illustrations in a book) "the doctrine of God our Saviour" (Titus 2: 10-12).
"With the lowly is wisdom" (v. 2). The believer who stands before God never has a high opinion of himself. The best remedy for pride is to think of the greatness of the Lord Jesus. Such pride, accompanied by scorn for one's neighbour, is the very opposite of understanding (v. 12). For understanding will always lead me to find reasons to esteem others better than myself (Phil. 2:3).


April 17

Proverbs 11:18-31

18The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward.19As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death.20They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight.21Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.22As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion.23The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.24There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.25The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.26He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it.27He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him.28He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.29He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart.30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.31Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.


The tendency of our selfish hearts is to monopolize everything and to keep more than we should for ourselves (vv. 24, 26). But let us read in Luke 6:38 what the Lord Jesus commands. The true path of blessing for ourselves is to be occupied with the good of others. That sometimes appears to defy human caution and wisdom, but God's arithmetic is not the same as man's! He upsets man's calculations and precautions. Riches are always a snare for those who put their trust in them (v. 28; cf. Mark 10:24; 1 Tim. 6:17-18). "Rich in good works", such ought to be our ambition, in accordance with this last reference.
Yet there exists in this world something of the greatest value, which we are invited to seek out and gain. What is there more precious than a soul? To redeem our souls, the Lord "sold all that he had" (Matt. 13:44-46). Yes, "he that winneth souls is wise" (v. 30). This is a happy service, but what do we know of it? It was the service of the disciple Andrew (John 1:41-42); it can be ours too, whatever our age and our level of knowledge. What are the special requirements for the one who wants to be a soul-winner for the Lord? Just this same wisdom ready to seize the occasion (Eph. 5:15-16). Love is also needed, so able to find the way into the heart (1 Cor. 9:19, 22).


April 18

Proverbs 12:1-16

1Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish.2A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of wicked devices will he condemn.3A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.4A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.5The thoughts of the righteous are right: but the counsels of the wicked are deceit.6The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them.7The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand.8A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised.9He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.10A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.11He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding.12The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.13The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips: but the just shall come out of trouble.14A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him.15The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.16A fool's wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame.


The righteous man is now considered in his family life: his wife (v. 4), his house (v. 7), his servant (v. 9), his beast (v. 10), and his work (v. 11 . . .). Where is the faithfulness of the believer to be shown, if not at first in his family relationships and in his everyday work?
We must not confound the teaching of Wisdom with what the world calls morality. This is the sum total of rules of good behaviour which men have made for their own benefit; they are often expressed, moreover, in the form of maxims. Some of them have been borrowed from Christianity; others are inspired by common sense or experience of everyday life. But human morality does not bring God into it. Here, however, we have divine principles, given to us by God. James 3:15 distinguishes the wisdom from above from that of the world, this latter being earthly, sensual and devilish. This worldly wisdom, for example, made Peter speak as he did in Matthew 16:22, obliging the Lord to call him "Satan".
V. 15 shows us that man is incapable of forming his own judgment as to whether his way is right or wrong. The world is full of these foolish people who live by human morality, rather than listening to the counsel of God.


April 19

Proverbs 12:17-28; Proverbs 13:1-6

17He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit.18There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.19The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment.20Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellers of peace is joy.21There shall no evil happen to the just: but the wicked shall be filled with mischief.22Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.23A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.24The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute.25Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.26The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them.27The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious.28In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.
1A wise son heareth his father's instruction: but a scorner heareth not rebuke.2A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.3He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.4The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.5A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame.6Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but wickedness overthroweth the sinner.


"He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life . . ." (Prov. 13:3). We should not be astonished to find in the Proverbs so much advice about the use of the tongue. In v. 17 it is a question of the truth. A child of God should be known for telling the truth at all times, whatever it may cost him (Eph. 4:25)! Truthful lips are the opposite of lying lips, which are "abomination to the LORD" (v. 22).
V. 25 suggests to us another use for our tongue: to gladden those whose hearts are heavy by a good word. The good word in its best sense is surely the good news of the gospel. By it, I will be able to show my friend the way to life (v. 28).
To show the way means to show the Lord Jesus (John 14:6) by my words and especially by my actions! He Himself was the wise Son, who hears His Father's instruction (Prov. 13:1; John 8:49).
We find the sluggard here again contrasted with the diligent man (vv. 24, 27; Prov. 13:4). By neglecting to roast "that which he took in hunting" (v. 27), the slothful man deprives himself of his food. Let us remember that personal effort is absolutely necessary if we are to keep and digest the Bible truths which we have been able to read or listen to (notes taken and re-read, verses learnt by heart, etc.) Do not let us be "dull of hearing" (Heb. 5:11).


April 20

Proverbs 13:7-25

7There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.8The ransom of a man's life are his riches: but the poor heareth not rebuke.9The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked shall be put out.10Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.11Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.12Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.13Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.14The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.15Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.16Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly.17A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health.18Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.19The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul: but it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.20He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.21Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed.22A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.23Much food is in the tillage of the poor: but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment.24He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.25The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked shall want.


"The light of the righteous rejoiceth . . ." (v. 9; cf. Ps. 97:11). The joy of the Lord is part of the witness of the children of light. A sad Christian is often a sorry looking Christian. A sullen humour is like a screen which hides all the brightness that a believer should have. By contrast, "the lamp of the wicked shall be put out" (v. 9; Prov. 24:20). They lack oil, just as the foolish virgins in the parable (Matt. 25:8), for the life of the Spirit is not there to maintain the light.
"Only by pride cometh contention" (v. 10). We generally explain away our quarrels as caused by other motives but we are quick to recognize pride in our opponent. This verse is an eye-opener! A quarrel betrays my own pride: I want to be in the right; it humbles me to give in. It will be enough then for me to show the spirit of Christ in order to cause the conflict to cease at once and . . . in reality, gain the victory (Matt. 5:39-40; Gen. 13:8-9).
The law of the wise is a fountain of life (v. 14). Listen then to those from whom we can recognise this wisdom from above — better still, walk with them (v. 20). Who are our companions?


April 21

Proverbs 14:1-16

1Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.2He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him.3In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them.4Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox.5A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.6A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.7Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge.8The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly of fools is deceit.9Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour.10The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy.11The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.12There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.13Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness.14The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself.15The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going.16A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident.


"The wise woman" is linked with her home (v. 1). In our own day when the married woman often seeks to play a role in every sphere of activity except that of her own home, it is timely to emphasize this Biblical teaching (Titus 2:5). Does it not need all the divine wisdom for the Christian education of children? Even the daily household tasks, which seem to some people too humble and monotonous, have a great value for the Lord.
Several verses define that which God calls folly. He does not look at it from the same point of view as the world (1 Cor. 1:19-20). One of the characteristics of the fool is that he makes a mock at sin (v. 9). This really is the same as despising the cross which was necessary for the taking away of sin; there is no greater insult to God than this.
V. 13 contrasts the joy of the unbeliever with that of the believer (Prov. 13:9). The Christian's hope maintains joy in his heart, even when he is going through sorrow. He can be at the same time both sorrowful yet always rejoicing (2 Cor. 6:10). However, the opposite is true for the world: "even in laughter the heart is sorrowful" (v. 13). It is a poor and sinister joy which serves for a brief moment to blind mankind to the prospect of the terrible judgment to come.


April 22

Proverbs 14:17-35

17He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated.18The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.19The evil bow before the good; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.20The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath many friends.21He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.22Do they not err that devise evil? but mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good.23In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.24The crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness of fools is folly.25A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness speaketh lies.26In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.27The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.28In the multitude of people is the king's honour: but in the want of people is the destruction of the prince.29He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.30A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.31He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.32The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death.33Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: but that which is in the midst of fools is made known.34Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.35The king's favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is against him that causeth shame.


"He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly" (v. 17; cf. Ecc. 7:9). By contrast, "he that is slow to wrath is of great understanding . . ." (v. 29; see also James 1:19). This latter characteristic is often attributed to God Himself (Ex. 34:6; Num. 14:18, etc.) How many things are done or words uttered in a moment of irritation, which are afterwards bitterly regretted! Rather than showing a "hasty spirit", let us then have this great wisdom of allowing a moment of reflection (better still of prayer) to precede any explosion of anger on our part. We shall notice more than once from what follows that there is really no point in becoming irritated. The one who has God's approval is able to wait patiently for Him (cf. 1 Kings 22:24-25).
"He that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he" (v. 21). Under the excuse that good works are useless to accomplish our salvation, we could be inclined to neglect them. However the children of God are rightly invited to be the first in good works (Titus 3:14), nevertheless without losing sight of the fact that the needy condition of souls comes before material needs. V. 25 reminds us of the Witness above all others . . . but at the same time of that which should characterise all true witness: to show to souls the way of salvation.


April 23

Proverbs 15:1-15

1A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.2The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.3The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.4A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit.5A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent.6In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble.7The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.8The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.9The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness.10Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die.11Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the hearts of the children of men?12A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise.13A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.14The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.15All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.


The way to soothe our own feelings of anger, so we learnt yesterday, is by patience and prayer. Here now is a remedy for the anger of others: this sovereign balm is called "a soft answer". The humble and peaceable reply given by Gideon to the men of Ephraim in Judges 8:1-3 was the right one to meet their feelings of irritation. And it was not the least of the victories of this man of faith. On the other hand, "a grievous word", as its name indicates, opens up a wound which it is then difficult to heal.
Let us now come to vv. 5, 10 and 12 (as well as vv. 31, 32). To have regard to reproof and to correction helps us to learn prudence. It is by weighing things up that we can avoid recurrence of trouble. Prov. 13:24 (and Hebrews 12:6 in relation to God) has made it clear to us that our parents show their love to us by disciplining us! The secret of accepting reproof is the recognition that such discipline is inspired by true love and that it has "our profit" in view. Do not let us be like the scorner, who does not love the one who reproves him (v. 12).
"The prayer of the upright is his delight" v. 8 assures us. Uprightness is in fact the absence of our own will and complete submission to God's thoughts, which will thus secure an answer to such a prayer (1 John 5:14-15).


April 24

Proverbs 15:16-33

16Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith.17Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.18A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.19The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain.20A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother.21Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom: but a man of understanding walketh uprightly.22Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellers they are established.23A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it!24The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath.25The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow.26The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD: but the words of the pure are pleasant words.27He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live.28The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things.29The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.30The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat.31The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.32He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.33The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.


Vv. 16, 17 teach us the true values of things down here: the fear of the LORD with the love which comes from Him. "Godliness with contentment is great gain" – the apostle assures us – "having food and raiment, let us be therewith content" (1 Tim. 6:6-8).
Let us emphasize v. 23: "A word spoken in due season, how good is it!" How many times we keep silent when there should be a word spoken! And it is usually through lack of courage, or of dependence upon the Holy Spirit (Matt. 10:19-20). But when, with the Lord's help, we have been able to seize the opportunity to speak of Him, we experience what we have in the first part of this verse: joy comes to fill our heart.
Our chapter finishes with the proverb so often referred to by the Lord Jesus: "Before honour is humility" (See Matt. 18:4; Matt. 19:30; Matt. 20:27-28; Matt. 23: 11, 12 . . .). But He was not satisfied to teach that truth only by His words. Who ever humbled himself as He did? Yet no one will ever be so exalted as He!
Chapters 16-31 as well as Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon will be considered in the last volume (Year 5).


April 25

Isaiah 1:1-17

1The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.2Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.3The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.4Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.5Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.6From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.7Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.8And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.9Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.10Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.11To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.12When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?13Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.14Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.15And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.16Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;17Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.


As the very words of the Lord Jesus show, the Old Testament consists of three main sections: the law of Moses (the Pentateuch), the Prophets (also including the historical books) and the Psalms with the poetic books (Luke 24:44, 27). With prophecy we come to an important section of the Bible, although it is too often neglected because of its difficulties. Let us ask the Lord to help us to find in it also "the things concerning Himself". A prophet is the LORD'S spokesman to His people for the purpose of reproving them, warning them, bringing them back, or comforting them. In the first chapter, as an introduction to the subject, the first mission of Isaiah is that of a doctor with the responsibility of giving his opinion about a patient whose condition is desperate. What a horrifying diagnosis is found in vv. 5, 6! It is as true for modern man as it was for the ancient Israelite. "The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint." The mind has been corrupted by turning away from God (Rom. 1:21); devotion to Him has been totally lacking. In such a state, taking part in outward religious ceremonies is nothing but futile hypocrisy and even an abomination (v. 13; cf. Prov. 21:27).


April 26

Isaiah 1:18-31

18Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.19If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:20But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.21How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers.22Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water:23Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.24Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies:25And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin:26And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellers as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.27Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.28And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed.29For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen.30For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water.31And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.


Now we see all God's grace shining upon the wretched people (but also upon every sinner who confesses himself lost). We left them yesterday covered with bruises and open sores like that man in the parable, who fell into the hands of thieves (Luke 10:30). Now the LORD invites them to reason with Him. Reason? What's the use? What can they say in their defence? The mouth of the guilty party is closed. But then instead of his condemnation, he can hear the wonderful promise of v. 18 pronounced by his own Judge. It has brought peace to many people: "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow . . .". We know that it is by the blood of Jesus Christ that this cleansing can be achieved (1 John 1:7). If not, punishment will be executed on those who reject the pardon held out. V. 21 and the following verses describe for us what has become of Jerusalem, "the faithful city": a den of murderers. The LORD must purify it. Unfortunately, it will not be by the redeeming blood – because the city wanted nothing to do with it – but by judgment falling on the lawbreakers after all the longsuffering which God showed toward a rebellious people.


April 27

Isaiah 2:1-22

1the word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.2And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.3And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.4And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.5O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.6Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers.7Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots:8Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made:9And the mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not.10Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty.11The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.12For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:13And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan,14And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up,15And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall,16And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures.17And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.18And the idols he shall utterly abolish.19And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.20In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats;21To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.22Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?


In spite of their glaring ruin and misery, Jerusalem and Judah were puffed up with pride and conceit. But when the day comes of which vv. 12-21 speak, "the lofty looks of man shall be humbled . . . and the LORD alone shall be exalted" (vv. 11, 17). God will show publicly what He thinks about man's glory and creative power (with all his attractive works of art – v. 16). Yet v. 22 goes much farther. "Cease ye from man": that is not only the conclusion of our two chapters but also of the whole of the Old Testament, God's irrevocable judgment upon the human race of which Israel is only a sample. Soon the cross will put an end to this test of Adam's race. Henceforth God will no longer take account of him, and in agreement with God, we have the privilege of reckoning ourselves "to be dead unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6:11).
This book of Isaiah begins like the epistle to the Romans whose first three chapters establish absolutely the guilt of man and as a result his need of justification. The salvation of the Lord (the meaning of Isaiah's name) can then be revealed in the person of Christ the Saviour (from ch. 40 onwards).


April 28

Isaiah 3:1-15

1For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water,2The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient,3The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the counseller, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator.4And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them.5And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable.6When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand:7In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in my house is neither bread nor clothing: make me not a ruler of the people.8For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory.9The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.10Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings.11Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him.12As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.13The LORD standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people.14The LORD will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses.15What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the LORD GOD of hosts.


Up to the end of ch. 12 the main subject will be the judgment of Israel and Judah; then from ch. 13 to ch. 27 that of the nations. It is always with His household – the most responsible realm – that God begins this judgment, and it will be so for professing Christendom (Rom. 2:9; 1 Peter 4:17). The total failure of man is more striking in those who have responsibilities and hold a position in the public eye. Amongst them are found, despite the strict teaching of God, the fortune teller and those "versed in enchantments" (v. 3 JND translation; Deut. 18:10). How deep is the corruption into which Israel has fallen! Nevertheless God can distinguish the righteous from the wicked (vv. 10, 11) and repays everyone according to his deeds. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" we find stated in Galatians 6:7 (cf. Job 4:8; Hosea 8:7; Hosea 10:12-13).
One of the unfortunate fruits harvested by the nation is social disorder, the reverse of established order. Discipline no longer exists, children challenge the authority of their parents and teachers; "the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient" (v. 5), moral values and restraints are laid aside. How many similarities there are between this deep decay of Israel and that which we see today in our own country with its profession of Christianity.


April 29

Isaiah 3:16-26; Isaiah 4:1-6

16Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:17Therefore the LORD will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts.18In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon,19The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers,20The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings,21The rings, and nose jewels,22The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins,23The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails.24And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.25Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.26And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.
1And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.2In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel.3And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:4When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.5And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.6And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.


Vv. 18-23 teach the girls amongst us that the refinements of fashion did not begin in our time. Is there not something extremely unbearable – and also extremely ridiculous (see the end of v. 16) – about this excessive obsession with one's person, this seeking after the attention and admiration of other people? God appears in 4:4 to bring together all these trinkets and toiletries bluntly giving them the same label: "the filth of the daughters of Zion" (Isa. 4:4). Does that mean that a Christian woman should not be concerned about the way she "adorns" herself? On the contrary! And the Word even instructs her as to the way to do that. The moral adornment which pleases God is that of good works (1 Tim. 2:9-10) and a meek and quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:2-6), without losing sight of the fact that our dress is not unimportant to Him.
The intervention of the LORD on behalf of His people at the close of their history recalls His care at the beginning (cf. v. 5 with Ex. 13: 21, 22). It is as if He declares to them: "I have never ceased to have My eyes on you!"
Here the preface of the book ends. It has shown us the moral decay of Judah and Jerusalem and the judgments which will overtake them but it concludes with their restoration and the glory of Christ (the Branch of the LORD, the source and power of life – v. 2).


April 30

Isaiah 5:1-17

1Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:2And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.4What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?5And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:6And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.8Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth!9In mine ears said the LORD of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant.10Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah.11Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them!12And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands.13Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.14Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.15And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled:16But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.17Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.


A moving parable illustrates the care of the LORD for His people. Israel is the vine of the Well-beloved of God. Planted, then prepared and cared for with the most loving attention, it has finally produced nothing but wild, inedible, worthless grapes. In His parable of the wicked husbandmen, the Lord expresses the complete disappointment in His vine, Israel, felt by the Well-beloved who had every right over them (Luke 20:9-16).
But these verses also make us aware of our own ingratitude. It is as if the Lord, after having made us reckon up all the favours received since our childhood, was sadly asking each one among us: "What is still to be done for you that I have not done? Am I not entitled to expect some good fruit from you? And yet you have produced nothing for Me!" We know how to bear fruit. It is by abiding in the "true Vine". Now that Israel, the unfruitful vine, has been cast aside, Christ has become this true Vine and His Father is the husbandman (John 15:1).
In v. 8, Isaiah begins a series of "woes"; they reveal to us the sad results, for Israel as well as for mankind as a whole, of refusing to obey God.



May 1

Isaiah 5:18-30

18Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:19That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!20Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!21Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!22Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:23Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!24Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.25Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.26And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly:27None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken:28Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses' hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind:29Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it.30And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.


The passions of people and the aims which they pursue vary according to their social status or temperament. Some make it their business to add field to field, house to house (without being able to live in more than one at a time – v. 8). Woe to them, for those things of the earth they will have to leave on the earth . . . in order to appear before God empty-handed. Others seek their satisfaction in worldly entertainment and the deceptive excitement of alcohol vv.11, 12, 22). Woe to them when they wake up, too late, to eternal realities. Comrades in debauchery, these people glory in sin and openly provoke the LORD (vv. 18, 19); their hardened consciences have lost all sensitivity to good and evil (v. 20), and they find delight in their own wisdom (v. 21; in contrast to Proverbs 3:7). All men are included, from the wretched drunkard to the most eminent thinker, in a common hopeless search for happiness (Ecc. 8:13). But the word of God and the end of the thoughts and desires of mankind, whether they be lofty or base, is – woe, woe, woe!
We shall see in the next chapters how God uses a nation (Assyria) as a rod to punish His people.


May 2

Isaiah 6:1-13

1In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.3And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.4And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.5Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.6Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:7And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.8Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.9And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.10Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.11Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,12And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.13But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.


In a glorious vision, young Isaiah suddenly finds himself placed in the presence of the most holy God. The solemn effect of this Presence is a conviction of sin which causes the prophet to give expression to a further woe, this time against himself (cf. Luke 5:8). But the grace of God will provide for the demands of His own holiness. The altar is next to the throne. The cleansing of the sinner is achieved by that which speaks of Christ's sacrifice. And notice with what eagerness Isaiah at once offers himself for the service of the One who has just removed his sin. Are we ready to respond in the same way to the Lord's call: "Here am I, send me"?
It is a strange mission which the young prophet first receives. It involves his making a declaration to "this people" that God will make His message incomprehensible to them. This hardness of heart is often referred to (Matt. 13:14 . . .) and was only sent after these people had themselves "despised the word of the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. 5:24). And God allows it so that "the nations" can share in salvation (Rom. 11:25).
That year when King Uzziah died was decisive for young Isaiah. Has there also been an outstanding date in your life: the date of your conversion?


May 3

Isaiah 7:1-25

1And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.2And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.3Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field;4And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.5Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying,6Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:7Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.8For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people.9And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.10Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying,11Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.13And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.15Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.16For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.17The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria.18And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.19And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes.20In the same day shall the Lord shave with a rasor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard.21And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep;22And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land.23And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns.24With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns.25And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.


Having answered God's call, Isaiah appears to have been forced to wait a long time (at least sixteen years: the length of Jotham's reign) before beginning his public ministry. If it is our lot to pass through a similar school of patience, let us not be discouraged. Let us leave it to the Lord to choose the time and way which suit Him, in order to use us. Our only responsibility is to be available and obedient (cf. Matt. 8:9).
It is to the king of Judah, wicked Ahaz, that Isaiah is first of all sent. The hour is an ominous one for the tiny kingdom. It is threatened by Rezin, the king of Syria and, sad to say, by Pekah the king of Israel. Through them, Satan tries to overthrow the throne of David and thus oppose the reign of the promised Messiah. But the prophet is entrusted with good news: the two attackers will not be able to carry out their evil purposes. Then Ahaz, in spite of his lack of dignity and false humility, is invited to hear an infinitely greater, more glorious revelation: the birth of Immanuel. He will bring salvation to the house of David, to Israel and to the world. What a beautiful name, Immanuel: God with us (Matt. 1:23)! We find it here like a first beam of light projected by the prophetic lamp in the midst of deep moral darkness (2 Peter 1:19).


May 4

Isaiah 8:1-22

1Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man's pen concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz.2And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.3And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz.4For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.5The LORD spake also unto me again, saying,6Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son;7Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:8And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.9Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces.10Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.11For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying,12Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.13Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.14And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.15And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.16Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.17And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.18Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.19And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?20To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.21And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward.22And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.


Two characters, two great subjects dominate the whole prophecy of Isaiah: 
the first, infinitely precious and comforting, is the Messiah Himself. 
The other on the contrary arouses terror: it is the Assyrian, the powerful enemy of Israel in the last days. 
Because the people have rejected the first, they will have to do with the second. Because they have refused the waters of grace of the One who was sent to them (Siloam means "sent": John 9:7), they are going to be submerged in judgment by the "strong and many" waters of the formidable king of Assyria. Nevertheless, remembering that the land of Immanuel is involved, God will finally crush those who form a coalition to invade it. This v. 9 also reminds us what fate soon awaits the groups of nations who are very much in the news today (Isa. 54:15).
In order to hold on to the main thread in these prophetic words, do not forget that they sometimes concern the rebellious, apostate nation as a whole (vv. 11, 14, 15, 19 . . .) and sometimes the faithful remnant whom the Spirit also addresses here.
The quotation of v. 18 in Hebrews 2:13 allows us to see in the prophet and his sons (Isa. 7:3; Isa. 8:1) Christ appearing before God with His "disciples" (v. 16). He is not ashamed to acknowledge them and call them His brethren (see John 17:6; John 20:17).


May 5

Isaiah 9:1-21

1Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.2The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.3Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.4For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian.5For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.7Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.8The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.9And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart,10The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars.11Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies together;12The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.13For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the LORD of hosts.14Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day.15The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail.16For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.17Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.18For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke.19Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother.20And he shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm:21Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.


Ch. 8 finished with "trouble and darkness". Israel walked blindly, groping about in that darkness (v. 2). But suddenly in their pathway "a great light" shines out. The quotation of this passage in Matthew 4:15-16 carries us forward to the time of the Gospel, so that we see shining then the One who is the light of the world (John 9:5). It was in fact in that despised (but how privileged) Galilee that the Lord Jesus accomplished the greater part of His ministry. However, the true light is not only for one area or people. It "lighteth every man". But "men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil" (John 1:9; John 3:19). Our verses go beyond the time of the Lord's rejection and beyond the whole present age of the Church which is never dealt with in the prophets. They reveal to us in a direct way Israel's joy (v. 3) at the time when, after centuries of darkness, the glorious Sun of righteousness shall arise (cf. Isa. 60: 1, 19, 20). V. 6 beautifully reveals to us a number of the names and titles given to the Son. Each of these names provides a blessed subject of contemplation for our souls!


May 6

Isaiah 10:1-23

1Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed;2To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!3And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory?4Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.5O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.6I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.7Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few.8For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings?9Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus?10As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria;11Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?12Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.13For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man:14And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.15Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood.16Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.17And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;18And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth.19And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.20And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.21The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God.22For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness.23For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.


The last three paragraphs of ch. 9 and the first of ch. 10 show us all the reasons why God's anger "is not turned away" from Israel and his hand is stretched out still" (Isa. 9:12, 17, 21; Isa. 10:4). This hand now holds a formidable rod to punish the guilty nation: it is Assyria as already mentioned. There was an Assyrian in history (Sennacherib and his armies: see Isa. 36:1), but he was only a pale image of the terrible prophetic Assyrian who will invade the land of Israel shortly before the reign of Christ. In His indignation, God will order this attack against His people. But the attacker will take advantage of the situation to attribute his success to himself and even to magnify himself against God (vv. 13, 15; cf. 2 Kings 19:23). What madness! The tool is nothing apart from the hand which uses it. As a result, having finished using this rod, God will set fire to it in the same way that a person burns an ordinary stick (v. 16; Isa. 30:31-33).
Let us learn from this extreme example in order to remind ourselves of what we are, even as Christians: just ordinary tools, without any power or special wisdom, (cf. v. 13) which the Lord can lay aside or replace as He wishes.
The final thought of God is not judgment but grace: . . . a remnant will return (vv. 21, 22 quoted in Rom. 9:27).


May 7

Isaiah 11:1-16; Isaiah 12:1-6

1And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:2And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;3And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:4But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.5And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.6The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.7And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.8And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.9They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.10And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.11And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.12And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.13The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.14But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them.15And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod.16And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.
1And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.2Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.3Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.4And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.5Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth.6Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.


Vv. 18, 19, 33 and 34 in ch. 10 compare Israel with a proud forest in which the axe and the saw (Assyria in the LORD's hand, 10:15) will cut vast clearings. And the royal tree of Judah will also be cut down because there will soon be no descendant of David on the throne. But it happens in the natural world that young shoots full of sap grow on a freshly cut stump. On the "stem of Jesse", which appears to be dead, a completely new shoot has appeared! It has grown up in the presence of God and borne the fruit of the Spirit abundantly (Isa. 11:2).
The branch, the root and the offspring of David (vv. 1, 10; Rev. 22:16) are names given to the Lord Jesus in connection with the blessing of Israel and the world. At that time, righteousness and peace will reign on the earth, even among the animals. What a contrast between this delightful picture of the one thousand years reign and the present state of creation which "groaneth and travaileth", awaiting the coming rest and glory (Rom. 8:19-22)! All the exiles of Israel will share in that reign. They will return from their places of exile, just as previously the people returned from their bondage in Egypt. And ch. 12 puts into their mouths the final note of praise which recalls the first hymn sung by Israel (cf. Isa. 12:2 and Ex. 15:2).


May 8

Isaiah 13:1-22

1The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.2Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the nobles.3I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my highness.4The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the LORD of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.5They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.6Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.7Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man's heart shall melt:8And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as flames.9Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.10For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.11And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.12I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.13Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.14And it shall be as the chased roe, and as a sheep that no man taketh up: they shall every man turn to his own people, and flee every one into his own land.15Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is joined unto them shall fall by the sword.16Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished.17Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it.18Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children.19And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.20It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.21But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there.22And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.


Until we reach Isaiah 27 God speaks to us about His judgments on the nations. They are called "burdens". This word is significant. If the man of God, now as in earlier times, is compelled to declare the judgment to come, it is impossible that his heart should not be deeply burdened by that fact.
Historically nations contemporary with Isaiah are first of all involved here. And in this connection the different prophecies which we shall read successively have already been fulfilled to the letter. Accounts given by travellers confirm that up to the present time the site of Babylon is a desolate, dreaded place, where only wild beasts of the desert lie down (vv. 17-22). Nevertheless "no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation", in other words, is not explained in isolation or after the event by history (2 Peter 1:20). What we must always search for with the understanding given by the Holy Spirit is a link with the central, final thought of God, namely Christ and His future reign. There will be a prophetic Babylon: the false, apostate Church (see Rev. 17:5; Rev. 18). It will fall before the kingdom is established, for the joy of the saints, those who rejoice in the greatness of God (v. 3; Rev. 18:20; cf. Ps. 35:15, 26).


May 9

Isaiah 14:1-27

1For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.2And the people shall take them, and bring them to their place: and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the LORD for servants and handmaids: and they shall take them captives, whose captives they were; and they shall rule over their oppressors.3And it shall come to pass in the day that the LORD shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve,4That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!5The LORD hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers.6He who smote the people in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth.7The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing.8Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up against us.9Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.10All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us?11Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.12How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!13For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.15Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.16They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;17That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?18All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own house.19But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden under feet.20Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned.21Prepare slaughter for his children for the iniquity of their fathers; that they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities.22For I will rise up against them, saith the LORD of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son, and nephew, saith the LORD.23I will also make it a possession for the bittern, and pools of water: and I will sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith the LORD of hosts.24The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:25That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders.26This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations.27For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?


Because of His compassion for the small remnant of His people, God will overthrow the mightiest empires (Isa. 43:3-5). Nothing is too difficult for Him when the deliverance of those He loves is at stake. So let us not be afraid! All the help His children need is available from Him, not because of our faithfulness, but His.
After Babylon, it is a question of its king. And we are present at a particularly gripping scene. In thought Isaiah transports us into the abode of the dead and imagines the consternation aroused by the arrival of this noble person. "Well! well! You too!" declare with astonishment those who knew him at the height of his power! In this king of Babylon we recognise the head of the fourth Empire (Roman) also called "the Beast". However, from v. 12 the thought of the Spirit goes beyond this agent of Satan to focus attention on Satan himself. "How art thou fallen from heaven . . .!" What a deep mystery that pride should be seen in Lucifer, the angel of light! Having become the prince of darkness, he still knows how to disguise himself as an angel of light in order to deceive (2 Cor. 11:14). Today he still causes the earth to tremble by the power of darkness and still does not set free his prisoners (vv. 16, 17; Isa. 49:24-25). But God will soon bruise him under our feet (Rom. 16:20; Ezek. 28:16-19).


May 10

Isaiah 14:28-32; Isaiah 16:1-14

28In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden.29Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out of the serpent's root shall come forth a cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.30And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in safety: and I will kill thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy remnant.31Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole Palestina, art dissolved: for there shall come from the north a smoke, and none shall be alone in his appointed times.32What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.
1Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion.2For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon.3Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him that wandereth.4Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.5And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness.6We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very proud: even of his haughtiness, and his pride, and his wrath: but his lies shall not be so.7Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall howl: for the foundations of Kir-hareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are stricken.8For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah: the lords of the heathen have broken down the principal plants thereof, they are come even unto Jazer, they wandered through the wilderness: her branches are stretched out, they are gone over the sea.9Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer the vine of Sibmah: I will water thee with my tears, O Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shouting for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is fallen.10And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful field; and in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither shall there be shouting: the treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses; I have made their vintage shouting to cease.11Wherefore my bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kir-haresh.12And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he shall not prevail.13This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning Moab since that time.14But now the LORD hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with all that great multitude; and the remnant shall be very small and feeble.


After the judgment against Babylon and Assyria comes that of the nations surrounding Israel. Like defendants who follow one another at the bar of a court, these historic enemies of the Jewish people are going to hear in turn a solemn "burden". Philistia after her defeat by Uzziah, the father of Ahaz (2 Chron. 26:6), had no cause to rejoice at the death of the latter (vv. 28, 29 JND translation). For Hezekiah his son was going to strike the Philistines also (2 Kings 18:8).
Moab is called "very proud" (Isa. 16:6). The characteristic of this people was pride about which the LORD declares: "Pride and arrogancy do I hate", and announces: "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall" (Prov. 8:13; Prov. 16:18). We are present at the ruin of Moab. Its desolation is indescribable. Its cries of horror and despair fill Isaiah 15 and 16.
Vv. 3, 4 of ch. 16 teach us that the faithful ones, fleeing from the persecution of the Antichrist in Judah, will find refuge in the territory of Moab. Finally, after the judgments have been carried out, there will be One who will reign with mercy, truth, uprightness and justice (Isa. 16:5). Psalm 72:1-4 announces that favoured time when Christ, the true Solomon, will judge the people with justice and uprightness.


May 11

Isaiah 17:1-14; Isaiah 18:1-7

1The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap.2The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down, and none shall make them afraid.3The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria: they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith the LORD of hosts.4And in that day it shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean.5And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim.6Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the LORD God of Israel.7At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel.8And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall respect that which his fingers have made, either the groves, or the images.9In that day shall his strong cities be as a forsaken bough, and an uppermost branch, which they left because of the children of Israel: and there shall be desolation.10Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips:11In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.12Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters!13The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.14And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morning he is not. This is the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.
1Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia:2That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down, whose land the rivers have spoiled!3All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.4For so the LORD said unto me, I will take my rest, and I will consider in my dwelling place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.5For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the branches.6They shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, and to the beasts of the earth: and the fowls shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them.7In that time shall the present be brought unto the LORD of hosts of a people scattered and peeled, and from a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of the LORD of hosts, the mount Zion.


In Isaiah 7:1, we saw Rezin, the king of Syria, attacking Judah in league with Pekah, the son of Remaliah. 2 Kings 16:5-9 rounds off this incident with its ending: the capture of Damascus by Tiglath-pileser and the death of Rezin. However "the burden of Damascus" relates to the future just like the preceding judgments. Modern Syria will evidently form part of that "multitude of many people" (v. 12; Rev. 17:15) which like a raging sea will attempt to overwhelm Israel . . . but "before the morning" (v. 14) they will be no more (Ps. 37:36).
By way of contrast, ch. 18 presents a maritime country to us, spreading out its protective might (the shadow of its wings) to provide help for the chosen people. In this way God separates the nations of the world according to whether they are favour able to Israel or not. And note His opinion of His poor, earthly people while the world despises them and tramples them under their feet. In His eyes Israel is wonderful (Isa. 18:7 JND trans. note) from that time and afterwards . . . Are they not the people of the One who is called "Wonderful . ."? (Isa. 9:6).
A nation which waits and waits (Isa. 18:7 JND translation) . . . What about us, believing friends? Are we waiting for that One who is not only our King but the heavenly Bridegroom of the Church?


May 12

Isaiah 19:1-15, 22-25

1The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it.2And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom.3And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards.4And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts.5And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up.6And they shall turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither.7The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more.8The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall languish.9Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded.10And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices and ponds for fish.11Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellers of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings?12Where are they? where are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now, and let them know what the LORD of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt.13The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof.14The LORD hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit.15Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do.
22And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them.23In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians.24In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land:25Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.


It is Egypt's turn to hear a threatening burden: civil war, tyranny by a cruel despot like Pharaoh in a previous age, the drying up of the Nile — that most important waterway, the wealth and pride of the country (Ezek. 29:3); such are the main events which lie in store for Israel's traditional enemy.
These princes of Zoan and Noph provide us with a true reflection of the men of this world. They consider themselves wise but are only fools (v. 11; cf. Rom. 1:22), because they refuse to listen to the God who has revealed Himself. At the same time they put their faith in every possible form of superstition (cf. v. 3). Moreover it is amazing that, in a paradoxical way, the worst unbelievers are often the most gullible! That is perfectly easy to explain: they are, without realising it, blinded and misled by Satan, the cruel lord and fierce king who rules over them by deceiving them (v. 4; 2 Tim. 3:13). But the grace of God will still express itself even towards Egypt. Alongside Israel, the special inheritance of the LORD, there will be room in the millennial blessing for Egypt and Assyria, at one time the enemies of the people of God but types of the world which in its entirety will at that time be subject to the Son of Man (Gen. 22: 18).


May 13

Isaiah 20:1-6; Isaiah 21:1-10

1In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it;2At the same time spake the LORD by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.3And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia;4So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.5And they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory.6And the inhabitant of this isle shall say in that day, Behold, such is our expectation, whither we flee for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria: and how shall we escape?
1The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land.2A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease.3Therefore are my loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it.4My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of my pleasure hath he turned into fear unto me.5Prepare the table, watch in the watchtower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield.6For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth.7And he saw a chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he hearkened diligently with much heed:8And he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights:9And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground.10O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which I have heard of the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you.


Ch. 20 completes "the burden of Egypt". By walking naked and barefoot, the prophet announces the mournful journey of the Egyptian and Ethiopian prisoners deported by the king of Assyria who specialised in these population movements. Then Israel (the inhabitant of that coast) will see, with fear and dismay, how futile it was to rely upon Pharaoh's nation for deliverance from the formidable Assyrian (Ps. 60:11).
Ch. 21 begins with "the burden of the desert of the sea . . ." (21:1). Once more it involves Babylon. During what she calls "the night of my pleasure", the Medes and Persians (Elam) have brutally ended her empire and abundant wealth (v. 4; see Dan. 5:28-31). But this prophecy has a future application like the one in Isaiah 13 (Luke 21:35).
In 21:6 the prophet is called to set a watchman. His instructions: to listen carefully and shout! The watchman in an army occupies a position of trust. His responsibility is immense. Two duties rest upon him: watch and warn (see Ezek. 3:17-18 and as a contrast Isa. 56:10). Every believer has these responsibilities! Are we faithful in carrying them out as regards the men of this world and our brethren?


May 14

Isaiah 21:11-17; Isaiah 22:1-11

11The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?12The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come.13The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim.14The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled.15For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war.16For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail:17And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the LORD God of Israel hath spoken it.
1The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops?2Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle.3All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by the archers: all that are found in thee are bound together, which have fled from far.4Therefore said I, Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people.5For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains.6And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield.7And it shall come to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate.8And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest.9Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool.10And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall.11Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago.


In the list of Israel's enemies we would also expect to find Edom, here named Dumah (Idumea). The burden concerning it is short as well as solemn. The faithful watchman who was put in position according to the LORD's command (Isa. 21:6) is challenged by the mockers of Seir: "What of the night?" (Isa. 21:11; cf. 2 Peter 3:3-4). But the reply is both serious and urgent: "The morning cometh . . ." It is coming for those who are waiting for it (see Rom. 13:12). "And also the night", the eternal night of those who are lost! Christians, let us be vigilant watchmen, aware of our service to sinners, so that we exhort them: "Return, come". Let us go to meet the thirsty person, to take him some water (v. 14).
After the burden against Arabia, the land whose splendour must also come to an end, ch. 22 is addressed to the "valley of vision". This time we recognise Jerusalem itself in its unbelieving state. The description is tragic and startling! The whole city is in ferment, with its people packed on the flat roofs to witness its downfall. Had not every conceivable precaution been taken (vv. 8-11)? Yes, indeed, apart from the only one which was necessary: looking to the LORD their God who "fashioned it long ago" (v. 11).


May 15

Isaiah 22:12-25

12And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth:13And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die.14And it was revealed in mine ears by the LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.15Thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and say,16What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock?17Behold, the LORD will carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and will surely cover thee.18He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country: there shalt thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy lord's house.19And I will drive thee from thy station, and from thy state shall he pull thee down.20And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah:21And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.22And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.23And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house.24And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons.25In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the LORD hath spoken it.


One reaction of people of the world when a calamity threatens them consists of taking every human precaution (vv. 8-11). But another attitude is worse: total carelessness. On this occasion, by means of a trial, the LORD has just called upon Israel to weep and humble themselves; in a way He has "mourned" to them (Matt. 11:17). Now, the nation has not only failed to lament but here they are giving way to gladness and joy! This belief in materialism has many followers in our troubled century! As life is so short —these senseless people say — and we are threatened by disaster, let us rightly benefit from the present moment in the happiest possible way. That is summed up by the short sentence: "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die". The apostle quotes it to the Corinthians as if to tell them: "If there was no resurrection, then we might just as well live like animals, simply enjoying each passing moment" (1 Cor. 15:32; Luke 17:27).
Vv. 15-25 show the setting aside of the unfaithful steward, a picture of the Antichrist, in order to present the son of David, Eliakim (the one whom God establishes), a beautiful figure of the Lord Jesus (vv. 22-24; cf. Rev. 3:7).


May 16

Isaiah 25:1-12

1O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.2For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built.3Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee.4For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.5Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low.6And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.7And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations.8He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it.9And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.10For in this mountain shall the hand of the LORD rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill.11And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim: and he shall bring down their pride together with the spoils of their hands.12And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust.


Tyre, the flourishing business centre of the ancient world, was the object (in Isaiah 23) of the last of the "burdens". Each of these has pronounced judgment upon mankind from a different moral viewpoint.
In Isaiah 24, the apocalyptic judgments which must put an end to the power of evil are unveiled on the earth. They have shaken it from top to bottom. But in ch. 25, from the very midst of these ruins (v. 2), rises a moving melody. The "wretched" remnant of Israel, miraculously preserved from destruction, celebrates what the LORD has been for them throughout the storm. Now "the time of singing" has come (Cant. 2:12; cf. Isa. 24:13). V. 4 has been a comfort, and the experience of countless believers in times of trial. But v. 8 gives us a glimpse of a greater power revealed: "He will swallow up death in victory". It is remarkable that this statement is in the future, whereas its quotation in 1 Corinthians 15:54 presents us with its fulfilment on behalf of believers: "Death is swallowed up . . ." Between these two verses the cross and the triumphant resurrection of the Conqueror of Golgotha have intervened. Finally, when the wicked are raised from the dead, death will be abolished (1 Cor. 15:26).


May 17

Isaiah 26:1-13; Isaiah 27:1-5


1In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.2Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.3Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.4Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:5For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust.6The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy.7The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just.8Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.9With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.10Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD.11LORD, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them.12LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought all our works in us.13O LORD our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name.
1In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.2In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine.3I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.4Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together.5Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me.


Ch. 1-12 had as their subject the judgment of Israel and ended with a magnificent vision of the thousand years reign. This second section (Isa. 13-27) dealing with the punishment of the nations concludes in the same way. A hymn is sung, several verses of which are particularly worthy of being underlined in our Bible: vv. 3, 4 of ch. 26, which have sustained many generations of God's children (cf. Ps. 16:1); vv. 8, 9 which give expression to the deeply felt sighs of the faithful follower; v. 13, which recalls the fetters of slavery endured in the past. Yes, we know these other "lords" only too well: Satan, the world, our covetous desires. They have ruled over us until we were set free by the Lord to whom we henceforth belong (2 Chron. 12:8)!
In ch. 27, the leviathan, a type of the devil (the old serpent) is made totally incapable of doing harm (Ps. 74:14; Rev. 20:1-3). Then Israel is compared to a new vine (cf. Isa. 5). This time it produces not wild grapes but the pure wine of unmixed joy and fills the earth with fruit for the glory of God, because wicked husbandmen are no longer in charge of it. The LORD Himself cares for it night and day.


May 18

Isaiah 28:1-22

1Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine!2Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand.3The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet:4And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up.5In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people,6And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate.7But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.8For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.9Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.10For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:11For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.12To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.13But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.14Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.15Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:16Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.17Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.18And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.19From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report.20For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.21For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act.22Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.


A third sub-division of the book begins with this ch. 28. It takes us back to give details about the invasion of Ephraim (the ten tribes), then of Judah by the formidable, prophetic Assyrian. Pride will have the same effect as drunkenness so as to lead astray the miserable Jewish people. They will believe that they can protect themselves effectively by making an alliance with death (that is, with the head of the Roman Empire). But that very act will be their ruin. Like a cyclone, the Assyrian will ravage Jerusalem. The LORD will use this "overflowing scourge" to carry out "his strange work . . . his strange act" — judgment, for His normal work is to save and bless (John 3:17).
But the collapse of all values and all man-made support is God's opportunity to reveal the sure foundation which He placed in Zion. With what affection He contemplates it, pausing with pleasure over each expression: "a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation". Yes, this stone, representing Christ, was "disallowed of men" but is "precious to God" and it is also precious to those who believe (read 1 Peter 2:4, 6-7). For each one, the Lord Jesus becomes literally the touch stone. Is He, or is He not precious to our hearts?


May 19

Isaiah 29:1-24

1Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices.2Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as Ariel.3And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee.4And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.5Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly.6Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.7And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munition, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision.8It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion.9Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.10For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.11And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:12And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.13Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:14Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.15Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?16Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding?17Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest?18And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.19The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.20For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off:21That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought.22Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale.23But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel.24They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.


After the invasion in ch. 28, Jerusalem is still not free (see Isa. 40:2). It will suffer a new attack from a powerful alliance of nations. But this time all these enemies will vanish like a dream, because they have attacked "Ariel" (God's lion), the city of the true David. At the same time as He delivers His people, God will perform another work, worthy of Himself, which will be in the actual consciences of His people (vv. 18-24). The blocked ears and dimmed eyes as prophesied in Isaiah 6:10 will be opened. Understanding will be given to them, and the words of the book previously sealed (v. 11) will be understood and received. Let us remember at this moment that the Bible is a closed book to the natural mind. The Holy Spirit is essential in order to be able to understand it.
V. 13 was later quoted by the Lord to the scribes and Pharisees, because it expresses their state (Matt. 15:7-8). Honouring the Lord with our lips, while our hearts are far from Him, is certainly a state in which we can find ourselves, if we do not judge ourselves. This type of hypocrisy may impress other people and may pass us off as being more devout than we are, but it can never deceive the One who reads our hearts (Ezek. 33:31-32).


May 20

Isaiah 30:15-21; Isaiah 31:4-9

15For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.16But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.17One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill.18And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.19For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.20And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:21And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.
4For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.5As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.6Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted.7For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for a sin.8Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited.9And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.


Ch. 30 and 31 call for a double misfortune on the rebellious people, because they have gone in search of help from Egypt. We can never repeat too much this warning of the Word of God: putting one's trust in men is first of all an act of folly, because it could not be more badly placed! It is also unbelief, for from the beginning of this book God has established that no value can be placed upon man (Isa. 2:22). It is lastly an insult to God, showing contempt for His power and love, as though He were incapable of protecting us and as if it were not His delight to do so. The pathway of deliverance and strength is traced beautifully in 30:15: returning to the Lord instead of going to the world (Egypt); resting instead of being agitated. Moreover "quietness and . . . confidence" are necessary conditions in order to discern the Lord's directions: "And thine ears (it is personal) shall hear a word behind thee, saying: This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left." (v. 21). How many times have we lost our way as a result of neglecting to pay attention with our hearts to His faithful, familiar voice! (Prov. 5:13-14).


May 21

Isaiah 32:1-8; Isaiah 33:17-24

1Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.2And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.3And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken.4The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.5The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful.6For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against the LORD, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.7The instruments also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh right.8But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand.
17Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.18Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers?19Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand.20Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.21But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby.22For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us.23Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey.24And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.


It is not necessary to look for a connected history of future events in these chapters. On the contrary the events are presented like a number of distinct views projected one after the other on the prophetic screen. Whether isolated or grouped together, the same facts may appear several times from different viewpoints. In this way, for the third time, the radiant dawn of the millennial reign presents itself for our admiration (ch. 32, 33).
After the terrifying destruction of the Assyrian and that of the false "king" or Anti-Christ (Isa. 30:31-33), room is made for the true King, Christ, who will reign in righteousness. In a clear way, emphasis is now put on this righteousness (Isa. 32:16-17; Isa. 33:5, 15).
Then, with eyes which see (Isa. 32:3), the remnant of the people will contemplate "the king in his beauty". In addition, they will find in Him "a man" who will be protection, rest and spiritual life for them (Isa. 32:2). These promises, although addressed to Israel, are precious to our hearts as well, dear children of God, for we live in the same unjust world! And we are waiting for the same Lord. He is "fairer than the children of men" (Ps. 45:2).


May 22

Isaiah 34:9-17; Isaiah 35:1-10

9And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch.10It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever.11But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness.12They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing.13And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls.14The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.15There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate.16Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them.17And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation shall they dwell therein.
1The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.2It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.3Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.4Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.6Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.7And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.8And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.9No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.


Ch. 34 relates the punishment of Edom, that cursed people, the descendants of Esau. They will be completely destroyed and their country, Mount Seir, reduced to a permanent desolation. Some modern preachers have the audacity to state that God can condemn no one because of His love. A passage such as this solemnly contradicts them.
By way of contrast ch. 35 gives an outline of what the inheritance of Israel (the brother of Esau) will be. Even the desert will become a wonderful garden in which "the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God" will shine without a cloud (v. 2). Also notice the gladness and joy which overflow in this short ch. 35. This is a vision suitable to revive their discouraged hearts (v. 3). But how much better is the hope of the Christian: the coming of the Lord to take away His Church. Let us never forget it ourselves and let us speak to other believers about it. There is no more effective way of strengthening weak hands and feeble knees, in other words encouraging ourselves in service, prayer and an unflagging walk (v. 3; cf. Heb. 12:12). "Wherefore comfort one another with these words" advises the apostle Paul (1 Thess. 4:18).


May 23

Isaiah 36:1-10, 22; Isaiah 37:1-4

1Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them.2And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field.3Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah's son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder.4And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?5I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me?6Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him.7But if thou say to me, We trust in the LORD our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar?8Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.9How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?10And am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.
22Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.
1And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.3And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.4It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.


Ch. 36-39 form a historical interlude between the two main prophetic divisions of the book of Isaiah. It involves an account which we know already from 2 Kings 18:13 to 20:21 and 2 Chronicles 32. God gives it to us a third time as a living illustration on the one hand of confidence in Him, and on the other hand of His gracious answers to that confidence. Although it comes unexpectedly at this point in the book, this great story involving Hezekiah is intended to strengthen "weak hands" and make "feeble knees" firm (Isa. 35:3). It is also a picture of the situation in which the remnant of Israel will be found at the time of the Assyrian invasion.
The enemy who was victorious until then presents himself "by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field", at the very place to which, at the invasion of Rezin, the prophet and his son Shear-jashub had been sent to meet Ahaz with a message of grace (Isa. 7:3-4). Faced with the provocative words of this new invader, Hezekiah can also remember the promise made to his father at the same spot: "Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint-hearted . . ."


May 24

Isaiah 37:5-20

5So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.6And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.7Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.8So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish.9And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying,10Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.11Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered?12Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar?13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?14And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.15And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying,16O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth.17Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God.18Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries,19And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them.20Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only.


The servants of Hezekiah obeyed their king and were silent before the enemy. They then faithfully reported to him the words of the latter (Isa. 36: 21, 22). Now they carry out in the presence of Isaiah the mission with which they have been entrusted, putting into practice the proverb which they themselves have written out (see Prov. 25:1, 13). Let us notice that they are led by Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, the faithful steward established by God, who is a type of the Lord Jesus (Isa. 22:20).
Having been reassured by the prophet's reply, Hezekiah now receives a letter from the king of Assyria which is filled with threats against himself as well as scorn for the LORD. Aware both of his own powerlessness and of the insult done to the God of Israel, the king enters once more into the temple where he unfolds the arrogant letter. This time he is not satisfied simply with the prayer made by Isaiah (v. 4). He addresses the LORD himself. Notice his arguments. He makes no reference to himself, or his people. The only matter of importance is the glory of the One who "dwellest between the cherubims". The "gods of the nations" which have been conquered by Assyria must not be confused with "the God of all the kingdoms of the earth" (vv. 12, 16 – cf. also v. 17 with Ps. 74: 10, 18).


May 25

Isaiah 37:21-38

21Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria:22This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.23Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.24By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel.25I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places.26Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps.27Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.28But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.29Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.30And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.31And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward:32For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.33Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it.34By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD.35For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.36Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.37So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.38And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.


Hezekiah has put into practice Isaiah 30:14 "In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength". As a result he has not been ashamed. His faith honours the LORD and in reply the LORD honours his faith. Just so, today God is "the Same" (Isa. 37:16, JND translation). He cannot fail to answer the weakest faith for His own glory is at stake.
Once Hezekiah has handed over the matter, the LORD takes the responsibility for answering the king of Assyria's letter in a way that the latter was very far from expecting. He considered the LORD incapable of saving Jerusalem (Isa. 36:20). In fact, a single angel of this God he has scorned is sufficient to strike down one hundred and eighty-five thousand troops in his army. Forced to abandon his campaign, Sennacherib returns to Nineveh frustrated and covered with shame. Then in his turn he dies at the hands of his own sons. What a contrast between the proud, haughty conqueror meeting disaster in the very temple of his idol, and the humble king of Judah, clothed in sackcloth, remaining in the House of his God to obtain his deliverance (see Ps. 118:5)!
Let us marvel at the grace of God which even adds to this deliverance a sign. He knows the needs of His people and promises to provide for their well-being (v. 30; Matt. 6:31-33).


May 26

Isaiah 38:1-16

1In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live.2Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD,3And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.4Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying,5Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.6And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city.7And this shall be a sign unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken;8Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down.9The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness:10I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years.11I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world.12Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.13I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.14Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me.15What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul.16O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live.


Here Hezekiah's faith obtains an even greater answer from the LORD than that of the previous chapter. Death presents itself as an unwelcome visitor. The despair which the king feels when faced with it seems to show one thing: he does not know the promise which God made through Isaiah's mouth: "He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces" (Isa. 25:8). Hezekiah, who lived at the time of promises for the earth (Ps. 116:9), cannot see beyond the extension of his days. He does not have before him the certainty of resurrection which believers possess today. He does not know that "to die is gain", for to depart is "to be with Christ, which is far better" (Phil. 1:21-23). However, God hears his prayer, sees his tears . . . and relents (Ps. 34:6). On this occasion as well, He adds a sign of grace to His answer: the shadow moves backwards on the sun dial as a picture of judgment being postponed.
V. 3 brings to mind Hebrews 5:7 and the tears of Gethsemane. Who other than the Lord Jesus could fully enter into these words?
This beautiful account has already been related in 2 Kings 20:1-11, but it is only here that we find the moving "writing of Hezekiah" which accompanies his healing.


May 27

Isaiah 38:17-22; Isaiah 39:1-8

17Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.18For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.19The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth.20The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD.21For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, and he shall recover.22Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?
1At that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been sick, and was recovered.2And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not.3Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon.4Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.5Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts:6Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD.7And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.8Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.


"The writing of Hezekiah" concludes with thanksgiving. He prayed in order to be saved from death; now he prays in order to thank the One who has answered him.
The lot of the unconverted on this earth is summed up by one expression: "bitterness upon bitterness" (v. 17, JND translation; cf. Ecclesiastes 2:23). Even when everything is successful for them, they cannot shake off a secret anxiety. The redeemed, however, can say to his Saviour, "But thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back". "The LORD was ready to save me". If that is our story, let us not fail to enter into the meaning of v. 19: "the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day".
In a more general way this is the story of Israel who will come to life again as the people of God at the last day, after all their sins have been forgiven.
Ch. 39 relates the subtle temptation to which Hezekiah is subjected by the king of Babylon's ambassadors. He succumbs . . . as we do every time we use for our own glory what God has entrusted to us for His. "What hast thou that thou didst not receive?" — asks 1 Corinthians 4:7 — "now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory?" The claim of Laodicea, "I am rich, and increased with goods" is quite intolerable. (Rev. 3:17).


May 28

Isaiah 40:1-17

1Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins.3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.6The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:7The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.8The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.9O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!10Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.11He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.12Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?13Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counseller hath taught him?14With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?15Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.16And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering.17All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.


Ch. 40-66 compose a quite separate section, so much so that it has sometimes been called "the second book of Isaiah". The first part has as its main subject the past and future history of Israel, as well as that of the nations with which it has had (or will have) dealings. In the section which we are beginning, it is particularly a question of the work of God in their hearts to turn them toward Him. Our prayer as we begin this reading is that such a work will take place in each of our hearts. Only God's grace can achieve this and for that reason God begins by speaking of comfort and pardon.
Amongst the "cries" which resound at the beginning of this chapter (vv. 2, 3, 6, 9) there is a message which we recognise: it is that of John the Baptist (John 1:23). The Gospels teach us how he prepared the way of the Lord Jesus. The call which follows (quoted in 1 Peter 1:24-25) compares the weak fleeting quality of the flesh, and the finest things it is capable of producing (its flower), with the living permanent Word of God (cf. Matt. 24:35). At last Jerusalem is invited to proclaim to all: "Behold your God . . ." Are we too messengers of good tidings? (cf. 2 Kings 7:9).


May 29

Isaiah 40:18-31

18To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?19The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains.20He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.21Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?22It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:23That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.24Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.25To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.26Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.27Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God?28Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.29He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength.30Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:31But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.


A great question is going to be discussed in ch. 40-48 which we are beginning: that of the idolatry of the people. This subject begins, of course, by stating the point: Who is the God of creation? (v. 12 . . .). Before speaking about false gods, the prophet establishes the existence and greatness of the incomparable God (vv. 18, 25; cf. Ps. 147:5). This is also the best way of proclaiming the Gospel. Let us begin by presenting the Lord Jesus. Few words will then be sufficient to show the vanity of worldly idols. When a little child has got hold of a dangerous object, do you have to pull it out of his hands? No, it is much better to offer him a more attractive toy which will make him let it go without difficulty.
Not only does God possess power in Himself, but He is the source of all true power. For you also, young people who perhaps think that you possess some strength and personal qualities! Remember vv. 29-31; they have proved themselves by giving fresh hope to many discouraged believers. You too should lay hold of them in your hearts in the same way that a runner or wise traveller keeps something special in reserve for the moment when tiredness makes itself felt.


May 30

Isaiah 41:1-16

1Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment.2Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow.3He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet.4Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.5The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, and came.6They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage.7So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.8But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.9Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.10Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.11Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.12Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought.13For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.14Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.15Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff.16Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel.


God has not only made Himself known in His creation. He has also shown His concern for mankind. To the nations, He has revealed Himself in righteousness and judgment (vv. 1-4). To Israel, He has displayed His character in grace. Are they not the descendants of Jacob His servant and of Abraham His friend? "They are beloved for the fathers' sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance" (Rom. 11:28-29; Ps. 105:6-10).
The weakness of this poor people – worms (v. 14) – is no obstacle to His blessing. On the contrary, it is the very condition necessary for their enjoyment of His glorious promises (from v. 10 especially), promises which are equally appropriate for our encouragement as well: "Fear thou not: for . . . I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee . . .".
The end of the chapter continues to establish what God is in contrast to idols. These are challenged. Have they the slightest knowledge of things that are past or of those "that are to come" (vv. 22, 23)? Then let them prove it! The Creator, the God who is concerned about mankind, is also the God of all knowledge.


May 31

Isaiah 42:1-18

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.2He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.3A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.4He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.5Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:6I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;7To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.8I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.9Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.10Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.11Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains.12Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands.13The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies.14I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once.15I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools.16And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.17They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods.18Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see.


The gradual revelation which God has been making of Himself is now to be completed in a wonderful way. Ch. 42 begins with the introduction of a Person: "Behold my Servant . . ." The Lord Jesus plays such an important part in Isaiah that this book has sometimes been called "the gospel of the Old Testament". Already we have read verses announcing His birth, then His manifestation in Galilee (Isa. 7:14; Isa. 9:1-2, 6). We are now transported to the banks of the Jordan. The powerful voice of John the Baptist has been heard in the wilderness (40:3). Then the perfect Servant appears. Immediately, according to the promise which we have here, God puts His Spirit upon Him. In the form of a dove, the Holy Spirit comes to abide upon the Well-beloved in whom the Father was "well-pleased" (v. 1; Matthew 3:17). Anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, He then begins His untiring ministry of grace and truth (vv. 1-4 quoted in Matthew 12:18-21).
"My glory will I not give to another" states the LORD. This v. 8 provides an explanation for many punishments and humblings, not only for Israel (v. 12 . . .) but also for Christians today (see also Isa. 48:11).



June 1

Isaiah 42:19-25; Isaiah 43:1-7

19Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD's servant?20Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not.21The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable.22But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore.23Who among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come?24Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law.25Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.
1But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.2When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.3For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.4Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.5Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;6I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth;7Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.


It is important to understand to whom the Holy Spirit is speaking in each part of the Holy Scriptures. Many people have gone astray, especially in interpreting the prophets, by applying to the Church what relates to the Jewish nation. In all these chapters, only Israel and their Messiah are involved. But on the other hand, let us not neglect these passages on the pretext that they do not directly concern the Christian. How many moving words they contain, words which the child of God recognises and lays hold of, because he has heard them many times in the quietness of his heart: "Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine . . . I will be with thee. . . when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." (43:1, 2). Such was the experience of the three friends of Daniel (Dan. 3). If we ourselves have to pass through the fire of testing, we shall never be there alone; the Lord has plainly promised us His company. The "furnace" is a privileged place of appointment with Christ for His own people (2 Tim. 4:17).
"Fear not". It is this short, familiar sentence (Isa. 41:10, 13-14; Isa. 44:2 . . .) with which the One who understands our troubles and anxieties comes tenderly to reassure us.


June 2

Isaiah 43:8-28

8Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears.9Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth.10Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.11I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.12I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.13Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it?14Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships.15I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.16Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters;17Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow.18Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.19Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.20The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen.21This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.22But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel.23Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense.24Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities.25I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.26Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.27Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me.28Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.


Let us reflect upon the glorious names which God gives Himself in vv. 11-15: The LORD, your Redeemer, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. Beside Him there is no Saviour. "Neither is there salvation in any other" continues the apostle Peter in Acts 4:12.
The Christian life, however, is not only a matter of being saved. God has claims on us as He does on His earthly people: "This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise" (v. 21). It is clear that Israel has not recognised these claims (v. 22 . . .), but in Christendom today the importance of true worship is also very much disregarded!
"For myself"! It is also for His own sake (v. 25) that God blots out sins. His glory requires our holiness. He makes provision for this personally, although He is the offended God: "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions". He does not limit Himself to removing them; He promises "I will not remember thy sins". What mercy! Nevertheless He adds: "Put me in remembrance . . . declare thou". God leaves to us the task of confessing our state, our own sins in order to bring out fully the work accomplished to pay the penalty for them. That forms part of His praise which we are called to proclaim.


June 3

Isaiah 44:1-13

1Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen:2Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.3For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:4And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses.5One shall say, I am the LORD's; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel.6Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.7And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them.8Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.9They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.10Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?11Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together.12The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint.13The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house.


These chapters take us back to the beginning of Israel's history. The LORD had formed and set apart this people for Himself (Isa. 43:21; Isa. 44:2). They belonged to Him and He to them (v. 5). Then He had given them the law which began thus: "I am the LORD thy God . . . thou shalt have no other gods before me . . . Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image . . . (Ex. 20:1-4). The history of the nation teaches us to what extent these commandments have been broken. But idolatry is not the sin of Israel nor of pagan nations exclusively (1 Cor. 10:14). By taking stock of the things we possess – and those we keep in our secret thoughts – we shall perhaps discover more than one idol firmly settled in our heart. That is the reason why the Holy Spirit is so often grieved and the blessing held back (cf. v. 3).
Let us continue to meditate upon the last two expressions of our reading on the subject of the idol. It is made "according to the beauty of a man" (contrast 1:6). Man takes pleasure in himself, worshipping and serving the creature more than the Creator (Rom. 1:25). Secondly, it is made "that it may remain in the house" (v. 13). We each need to watch over our heart, that "secret place" in Deuteronomy 27:15, and also over our houses.


June 4

Isaiah 44:14-28

14He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it.15Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto.16He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire:17And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.18They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand.19And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?20He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?21Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.22I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.23Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.24Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;25That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish;26That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof:27That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers:28That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.


In order to clear its conscience the world is willing to associate religion with the pursuit of ease and satisfaction (cf. Ex. 32:6), just like this man who, with the same wood lights a fire, bakes his bread, warms himself . . . and carves an idol. This description is sufficient to prove the folly of such a form of worship. Instead of worshipping the One who created him, the fool falls down before a lifeless object produced by his own hands! Vv. 9-20 are full of the activity of man. He does this, he does that. He spends himself unceasingly and all for a tragic illusion, for "he feedeth on ashes . . . he cannot deliver his soul" (v. 20). But from v. 21 we find what God does . . . "I have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins . . . I have redeemed thee". Just as the wind clears in a moment the cloudiest sky, so God with His powerful breath dispels all that has piled up between Himself – who is light – and our souls which need that light as the earth needs the light of the sun. He who "stretcheth forth the heavens . . . spreadeth abroad the earth", and who formed man, will also do what is required for the restoration of His people . . . and the salvation of whosoever believes.


June 5

Isaiah 45:1-13

1Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;2I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:3And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.4For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.5I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:6That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else.7I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.8Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it.9Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?10Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?11Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.12I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.13I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts.


The LORD has declared that He will use Cyrus to carry out all His good pleasure (read again Isa. 44:28). This king, who was to bring an end to the captivity of the people at Babylon, is called by his name long before the beginning of that captivity and consequently long before his birth! God's mercy, then, kept this "saviour" in reserve, so to speak, during the whole time of Israel's punishment. In the form of a personal revelation to Cyrus, the LORD seizes the opportunity to confirm that there is no God beside Himself (v. 5; cf. 1 Cor. 8:4-6; Eph. 4:6). So it is not only to the Jews that God has made Himself known but also to the Gentiles of whom we are part. Long before we were born, before the creation of the world, in eternity, your name and mine were in His mind. He also determined to carry out all His good pleasure through us at the appropriate time . . . which is the present moment (Eph. 3:8-10). Does each one of us, each in our situation and according to our ability, match up to what God expects of us? (cf. Acts 13:36 in connection with David).
Vv. 9, 10, about which the apostle was certainly thinking while writing Romans 9:20, confirm the folly of those people who strive with this Creator and sovereign God.


June 6

Isaiah 45:14-25

14Thus saith the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God.15Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.16They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are makers of idols.17But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end.18For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.19I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.20Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save.21Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.22Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.23I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.24Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed.25In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.


What the LORD will carry out in order to restore His people will make Him known to all as the "God of Israel, the Saviour" (v. 15). In contrast to the gods which cannot save (end of v. 20), He declares Himself in the strongest terms: "A just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth . . ." (vv. 21, 22). This appeal reverberates in the world today. Has each one of us responded to it? We who believe recognise the voice of "God our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth . . ." (1 Tim. 2:3-4). But we know what was necessary so that God might show Himself both "just and a Saviour." The punishment which was required to satisfy His righteousness with regard to sin fell on the One whom the continuation of the same passage in 1 Timothy calls the "mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all". How right it is that every knee shall bow before the Lord and every tongue shall confess God (v. 23 quoted in Rom. 14:11)!


June 7

Isaiah 46:1-13

1Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; they are a burden to the weary beast.2They stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are gone into captivity.3Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which are carried from the womb:4And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.5To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like?6They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship.7They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble.8Remember this, and shew yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors.9Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,10Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:11Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.12Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness:13I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.


The prophet continues his comparison with a striking new picture. On the one hand, vain idols which weigh heavily upon those who carry them! On the other, a mighty and faithful God who by contrast has Himself carried His people from the beginning to the end of their history (v. 3; Deut. 1:31; Deut. 32:11-12). Instead of this privileged position, Israel preferred the thankless service of impotent and ridiculous false gods (vv. 6, 7). These caused Israel to stumble badly, crushing the people beneath their weight, and finally they were the cause of Israel's captivity. In a moral sense it is always so. The noblest idols, as the world sees them (those of silver and gold rather than those made only of wood as in Isa. 44), inexorably lead those who serve them to their final ruin. How great is the power which gold wields over the human heart!
But, by contrast, what does the Lord Jesus ask of us? To trust in Him from our youth upwards, to continue to rest upon Him from year to year for as long as we live; finally if we have to reach the age where strength wanes, to be even then in the enjoyment of this precious promise: "even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you" (v. 4).


June 8

Isaiah 47:1-15

1Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate.2Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers.3Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man.4As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.5Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms.6I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke.7And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it.8Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children:9But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments.10For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me.11Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know.12Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail.13Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.14Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it.15Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee.


Babylon is now the theme under consideration. Even before its entrance into history, its downfall is recorded. Used by the LORD to discipline His people, Babylon showed no pity towards them at all, taking no warning to heart and not keeping in mind "the latter end of it" (v. 7; Deut. 32:29). By the mouth of Daniel, God had already made known to her what her end would be (Dan. 2:45). In spite of this, the arrogant city proclaimed: "I shall be a lady for ever" (v. 7). And we know to what end she came, solemnly and suddenly in the tragic night of Belshazzar's feast (Dan. 5:30).
In the New Testament, Babylon is a picture of nominal Christianity. The Church has wearied of being a stranger down here, and is tired of suffering. She has preferred the throne to the cross. She has forgotten how to show pity, rules over the souls in her charge, has neglected the claims of the Lord and has lost sight of His return. She has settled down with a multitude of idols and superstitions (vv. 12, 13). But the time of her ruin will come (Rev. 18). Then Christ will present His true Bride to all in heaven and on earth: the Church made up of all His dear redeemed ones, taken away even before these events to be at His side. Will you be part of that Church?


June 9

Isaiah 48:1-8

1Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness.2For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The LORD of hosts is his name.3I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass.4Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass;5I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them.6Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye declare it? I have shewed thee new things from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know them.7They are created now, and not from the beginning; even before the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them.8Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that time that thine ear was not opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb.


The monthly prognosticators, the stargazers and other astrologers (Isa. 47:13) have always abounded at the expense of a credulous public. In spite of their claims, predicting the future is in no-one's power. God alone knows what is to come and He reveals to us in His Word what we need to know of it (Isa. 46:10; Acts 1:7). The accomplishing in the past of events which had been foretold by the prophets is one further proof of the existence and omnipotence of God (v. 5; cf. John 13:19). The former things, long predicted, have come to pass (v. 3). This proves that the new things are, and will be, the work of God too (v. 6; Matt. 13:52). Today it is possible for all, and Jews especially, to search out the Scriptures, in order to be convinced of these things. Many centuries in advance, the rejection of their Messiah was clearly announced by the greatest of the prophets in the very chapters we are reading. Sadly, not only Israel, but man in general has become "obstinate"; his neck is an iron sinew; his brow is of brass (v. 4); his ear is shut (v. 8). Above all, his heart is hard (Isa. 46:12).


June 10

Isaiah 48:9-22

9For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off.10Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.11For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.12Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the first, I also am the last.13Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together.14All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; which among them hath declared these things? The LORD hath loved him: he will do his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans.15I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous.16Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.17Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.18O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:19Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.20Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob.21And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: he caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them: he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out.22There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.


"For my name's sake . . . for mine own sake!" All too often we forget this great motive for God's interventions. In adopting Israel as His people – and us Christians as His sons and daughters – God has, so to speak, committed Himself personally, just as a father commits himself before strangers for the deeds of his children! As the case demands, we are delivered, purified or chastised for the sake of the glory of the Father whose children we are (see Joshua 7:9 end). But God has a further motive for instructing and disciplining us: our profit (v. 17).
Peace of heart "like a river", calm and powerful, flows from the obedience of the believer (v. 18). We may understand by this that in the current of God's will, neither the turbulence nor the bubbling foam of the mountain torrent is to be found. It is then that we experience 26:3: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee". We note that it was after having enjoined upon His disciples to keep His commandments and His Word that the Lord gave them His peace (John 14:15, 21, 23, 27). Oh, the inestimable peace of the Lord's redeemed ones! The wicked have no experience of it at all (v. 22).


June 11

Isaiah 49:1-13

1Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name.2And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me;3And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.4Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with the LORD, and my work with my God.5And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be my strength.6And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.7Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee.8Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;9That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places.10They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them.11And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted.12Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim.13Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.


At this point in the book, marking the start of an important new section, proof is given that Israel has been an unfaithful servant and the LORD sets forth as Israel's substitute, Christ, the obedient servant, in whom He will be glorified. Now, at first sight, the Lord's work might seem to Him to have been in vain (v. 4). Not only was Israel not brought together again as a nation, but they rejected the Messiah. Yet vv. 5, 6 as also Isa. 53:11 assure us that in spite of this apparent setback, Christ "shall see of the travail of his soul". The children of God scattered abroad are today gathered together to form the heavenly family (John 11:51-52). The rejection of the Lord by His people allowed God to extend His salvation "unto the end of the earth".
Is not this discourse between the LORD and His "holy servant Jesus" (Acts 4:17 JND trans.) a marvellous thing? God speaks "to him whom man despiseth (cf. Isa. 53:3), to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers" (and yet the One who is of infinite value to God's own heart), and promises Him that these things will soon be reversed. When He will appear in His glory, it will be the turn of "rulers" to honour Him and to bow down before Him. Kings will rise . . . princes . . . and they will prostrate themselves (cf. Phil. 2:6-11).


June 12

Isaiah 49:14-26

14But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.15Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.16Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.17Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee.18Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the LORD, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth.19For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away.20The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me: give place to me that I may dwell.21Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they been?22Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.23And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.24Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered?25But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children.26And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.


At the time of the Lord's first coming, Israel was not brought together as a nation (v. 5). But the hour of their return will come. Not only Judah and Benjamin, but the ten tribes now dispersed will make their way back to the land. They will converge from all sides, including the farthest parts of China, God having miraculously succeeded in preserving their racial unity for more than twenty centuries. What a glorious vision: Jerusalem gathers at last her children under her wing as the Lord Jesus had so desired to do while He was down here (Luke 13:34)! Just like a big family reunion, the sons and daughters of Jacob, separated for so long, will recognise one another and rejoice together. This will be the accomplishment of the prophecy in Psalm 133.
From this earthly scene our thoughts are raised to the great reunion in heaven. Of all the Lord's redeemed ones, of all that He has been given by His Father, none will be missing. From the present time onwards every ewe lamb is in the shelter of His hand, and its name is graven on the palms of those hands which were pierced (v. 16; John 10: 28; John 17:12). The captives of the strong man have been snatched irretrievably from him by the victory of the cross (v. 15; Luke 11:21-22).


June 13

Isaiah 50:1-11

1Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.2Wherfore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst.3I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering.4The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.5The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.6I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.7For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.8He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me.9Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.10Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.11Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.


In vain the LORD's appeals had rung out. "Hearken unto me" He had ceaselessly repeated (Isa. 44:1; Isa. 46:3, 12; Isa. 48:1, 12; Isa. 49:1). Whether it were the voice of John the Baptist (Isa. 40:3) or that of the Messiah Himself . . . "There was none to answer" (v. 2). How much this indifference — no less a characteristic of mankind today — brought pain to the Lord Jesus! He came with "the tongue of the learned": that of love (John 7:46). But nobody wanted to understand or even to listen. "Thou heardest not . . . from that time thine ear was not opened" (Isa. 48:8). Yet what an example He gave them: every new morning found this obedient Man giving ear to the words of His Father, attentive to know His will for the day. If He felt this need, how much more should we?
Then indifference towards the Lord Jesus changed to hatred. V. 6 reminds us of the outrages to which He was subjected. But knowing all that lay before Him, He did not turn back; He set His face like a flint (vv. 5, 7; Luke 9:51).
For our part, let us listen attentively to the call of v. 10. We who are children of light should not let ourselves be dazzled by the fleeting sparks whereby the world seeks to light its path (v. 11).


June 14

Isaiah 51:1-11

1Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged.2Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.3For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.4Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people.5My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust.6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.7Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings.8For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.9Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?10Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?11Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.


In Isaiah 46:12, the LORD had addressed Himself to those who were far from righteousness. In His grace He now speaks to those who follow after righteousness (v. 1), and who know it (v. 7). In an unjust world, they are exposed to suffering for this righteousness and they need encouragement: "fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings" (v. 7). Christ supremely endured this shame and reproach of men (Isa. 50:6). For us too He is given as our example that we might follow His steps (1 Peter 2:20-24; 1 Peter 3:14).
In the picture presented by the Lord Jesus (cf. Ps. 40:8) God can here speak of a people in whose heart His law dwells! Could He equally say that of us today? Does the Word of Christ dwell in us richly? (Col. 3:16; John 15:7).
The prayer of v. 9 calls upon the mighty arm of the LORD (Isa. 53:1). This arm had once brought down the might of Egypt and dried up the waters of the Red Sea. Once more He will snatch Israel out of their captivity. As on the banks of the Red Sea, the Spirit will again put songs of triumph into the mouths of the "redeemed" and put "everlasting joy" upon their heads (v. 11; cf. Isa. 35:10).


June 15

Isaiah 51:12-23

12I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass;13And forgettest the LORD thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?14The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail.15But I am the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts is his name.16And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.17Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.18There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up.19These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee?20Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God.21Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine:22Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again:23But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.


"I, even I, am he that comforteth you" (v. 12). How many believers have experienced that there is no true comfort outside of God! He is indeed "the God of all comfort" (2 Cor. 1:3). But sometimes our experience is like that of the Psalmist who said "My soul refused to be comforted" (Ps. 77:2). The touching appeals of the LORD to His people have met with no response. There was "none to answer" with the exception of a weak remnant who pursued righteousness (Isa. 50:2; Isa. 66:4). But now a redoubled and urgent cry is heard, "Awake, awake, stand up; put on thy beautiful garments" (v. 17; Isa. 52:1). Jerusalem must be snatched from her slumber for the Messiah is about to appear. Isaiah 53 will show us the reception which was to await Him at His first coming. Rejected, Christ ascended back to glory. But today we are on the eve of His return. The Lord Jesus reminds us of His promise, "Behold, I come quickly". He presents Himself as "the bright and morning star" (Rev. 22:12, 16-17). Awoken and filled with hope, the Bride cries with the Spirit, "Come!" Let each one of us echo this in his own heart and reply "Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"


June 16

Isaiah 52:1-15

1Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.2Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.3For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.4For thus saith the Lord GOD, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.5Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD; and my name continually every day is blasphemed.6Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!8Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.9Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.10The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.11Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.12For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward.13Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.14As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:15So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.


The Holy Spirit has one primary task on this earth: to direct the believer's gaze to Christ and His suffering. All the exhortations to listen, awake, be separate lead also to the presentation of a person – Christ, the Messiah of Israel. He is the Messenger who brings good news of peace, good and salvation (v. 7). He is equally the Servant who deals prudently (v. 13). Thus, in summary, we have before us His words and His works.
Truly there is ground for amazement and astonishment in meditating upon the inexplicable down-stooping of the Son of God (v. 14 completed by Isa. 53:3). His "marred" visage witnessed against an ungodly world what it cost that perfect Man to go through it. So it is right that God has now exalted Him, extolled . . . and very high", until He appear in glory. Then kings will shut their mouths when they see Him. But the redeemed will never be silent. Like the watchmen of v. 8, in spite of the tiredness of the long vigil, they will lift their voice in a song of triumph, for they will see Him face to face.


June 17

Isaiah 53:1-12

1Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?2For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.11He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.


This is the puzzling Scripture which the chancellor of Queen Candace of Ethiopia was reading in his chariot. "Then Philip . . . began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus." (Acts 8:27 . . .). For us too, this is the beginning of all knowledge: Jesus the Saviour. We had turned every one to his own way of disobedience (v. 6), but in order to save us, the Lamb of God followed the path of perfect obedience and entire submission. On this path He was despised, rejected, oppressed, afflicted and finally cut off by men (vv. 3, 7, 8), but He was wounded, bruised, beaten, put to grief by God Himself (vv. 5, 10). Who will ever fathom the depth of that expression, "it pleased the LORD to bruise Him"? Our griefs and our sorrows (v. 4), our transgressions and our iniquities (v. 5), our sin in all its forms – from the most subtle to the grossest – with all their terrible consequences, such was the unspeakably heavy burden borne by this "man of sorrows".
This was the travail of Thy soul, beloved Saviour! But beyond death, to which Thou freely gavest Thyself, Thou art enjoying now and for evermore, in the very fruit of thy suffering, the inexpressible joy of satisfied love (Heb. 12:2).


June 18

Isaiah 54:1-17

1Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the LORD.2Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;3For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.4Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.5For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.6For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.7For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.8In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.9For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.10For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.11O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.12And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.13And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children.14In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.15Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.16Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy.17No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.


The work in Isaiah 53 having been completed, the believer is now invited to rejoice and sing. Isaiah 53:10 stated, "when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed". The Lord Jesus would confirm this: "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit" (John 12:24). Ch. 54 gives us a glimpse of this rich harvest. Here it refers to Israel the earthly seed, but the New Testament also speaks of the children of the heavenly family: "Jerusalem which is above" (cf. Gal. 4:26-27).
To welcome her sons and daughters, Jerusalem, long widowed and barren, is invited to enlarge the place of her tent, to stretch forth the curtains of her habitations. Because of the work of the cross, God is able to have compassion on her and to gather her up. His anger has been for a small moment, but His kindness will be everlasting (vv. 7, 8; Ps. 30:5).
"All thy children shall be taught of the LORD" promises v. 13, which is quoted in John 6:45. The Lord's work for us consists of two great parts: He has borne our iniquities and He instructs many in righteousness (Isa. 53:11 JND trans.). Let us not forget this second aspect and, if He has borne our sins for us, let us now allow Him to instruct us in righteousness. Thus we will be enabled to bear fruits of righteousness to His glory (2 Cor. 9:10).


June 19

Isaiah 55:1-13

1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.4Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.5Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.6Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:7Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.10For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.12For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.13Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.


As with the rock struck by Moses in the desert (Isa. 48:21), a river of life and blessing flows from the work of Christ's cross — an inexhaustible spring offered to everyone that thirsteth! Here it is the call of the prophet, but the Lord Jesus speaks in the same way when He says, "If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink" (John 7:37; see also this gracious "whosoever" in John 3:15-16; John 11:26; John 12:46). Two things characterise God's great salvation. 
Firstly, it is free. Men take considerable pains and spend large amounts to obtain "that which satisfieth not", when the most excellent of all we can possess is obtainable "without money and without price". God has paid the full price (cf. Isa. 52:3).
Secondly, salvation must be had now. "Seek ye the LORD while he may be found" (v. 6). God is near, He pardons abundantly . . . but hurry! The time is coming when man will no longer be able to come to Him (John 7:34; John 8:21).
Let us consider in this lovely chapter what is said of thoughts of love and of the ways of God, past finding out (vv. 8, 9; cf. also Rom. 11: 33-36), and of His Word: "it shall not return unto me void" promises v. 11. Has this Word had this effect in your heart?


June 20

Isaiah 56:1-57:2; Isaiah 57:15-21

1Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.2Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.3Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree.4For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;5Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.6Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;7Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.8The Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.9All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest.10His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.11Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.12Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.1The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.2He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.
15For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.16For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.17For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.18I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.19I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the LORD; and I will heal him.20But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.21There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.


These two chapters evoke a dark moment in the future history of Israel. The bulk of the people led astray by blind watchmen (v. 10 . . .) will follow after the Anti-Christ (the king, Isa. 57:9). Throughout this time God's eyes are upon His faithful, who keep His sabbaths, and He encourages them by His promises. Having been profaned, the temple is presently in ruins. But it will resume its name and character — a "house of prayer" for the joy of this remnant. Moreover it will be open "for all people" (Isa. 56:7). Christian friends, we have access at all times to God for prayer and praise. Let us make use of this privilege!
Isa. 57:1-2 shows us the true meaning of the death of righteous and of "merciful men". God is taking them away from the judgments prepared for other men (1 Kings 14:12-13).
"I create the fruit of the lips" declares the LORD (Isa. 57:19). Hebrews 13:15 explains this as the "sacrifice of praise". Addressed to God, such sacrifices are produced by Him, through His Spirit in the hearts of His own.
Finally v. 20 draws a quick sketch of the mad restlessness of the wicked and its consequences. Jude completes the picture by comparing them with "raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame" (Jude 13).


June 21

Isaiah 58:1-14

1Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.2Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.3Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours.4Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high.5Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?6Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?7Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?8Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward.9Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;10And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:11And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.12And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.13If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:14Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.


This great new section of the book begins by showing us the people fasting and afflicting their souls. Since the LORD has regard for precisely those who are "of a contrite and humble spirit" (Isa. 57:15; Isa. 66:2), we may ask: what can He find to say against this? Vv. 3-7 tell us: God is not content with mere outward religious ceremonies, nor with pious statements. By the mouth of another prophet He asks everyone a direct question: "when ye fasted . . . did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?" (Zech. 7:5). How many things can lurk behind a faÃ§ade of apparent godliness — the pursuit of our own pleasure, even on the sacred Lord's day; harshness and selfishness, debates and strife (vv. 3, 4), judgment and criticism (pointing the finger) besides a whole mass of empty words (vv. 9, 13 JND trans.). God's real demands are these — first and foremost that we relinquish our ties with habitual sins, the chains which hold us to the power of the Enemy (v. 6; Dan. 4:27). Secondly that we put love into practice on every possible occasion (vv. 7, 10). Notice what beautiful promises attend such behaviour!


June 22

Isaiah 59:1-21

1Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:2But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.3For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.4None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.5They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper.6Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.7Their feet run to evil, and they make hast to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.8The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.9Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.10We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.11We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.12For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them;13In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.14And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.15Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment.16And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.17For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke.18According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.19So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.20And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.21As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.


The iniquities of the people form an impenetrable barrier between the LORD and themselves. They prevent God from accepting any religious service. Conversely He cannot intervene on the behalf of His own while this wall exists. Is this perhaps the reason why our prayers sometimes remain unanswered? (Prov. 15:8, 29).
The overwhelming list of all the accumulated sins of the people is brought before them in vv. 3-8 to make them aware of their sinfulness. Romans 3:10-18 recalls some of these in order to establish beyond argument the wickedness of the whole human race.
In v. 9 it is the faithful remnant who are speaking. They humbly recognise the accuracy of the picture just painted for them. "Our iniquities, we know them" they declare (v. 12), even adding a new list of sins to those already enumerated by the prophet (vv. 13-15). In short, this remnant is showing just how much it is "of a contrite and humble spirit" (Isa. 57:15). So the LORD, according to His promise, will now be able to comfort them, revive them by His Spirit and deal justly with them through the Messiah, their Redeemer and Deliverer, as He will be also for the nations (v. 20; Rom. 11:26).


June 23

Isaiah 60:1-14

1Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.2For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.3And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.4Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.5Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.6The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the LORD.7All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory.8Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?9Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.10And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.11Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought.12For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.13The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.14The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.


It is remarkable that in its quotation of v. 1, Ephesians 5:14 turns the expression "the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee" into "Christ shall give thee light". The glory of God is thereby identified with the person of His Son (see also 2 Cor. 4:6). It is linked with the place where He dwells. "I will make the place of my feet glorious" (v. 13). "The Zion of the Holy One of Israel" (v. 14) has its counterpart in the heavenly Jerusalem of Revelation 21. This may be seen by comparing vv. 19, 3, 11 of our chapter with Revelation 21:23-26.
Once again, as in ch. 49, the great regathering of Israel is evoked in a splendid and moving description. This vision and this promise will uphold the faithful remnant in the midst of their tribulations. We Christians, who are sometimes discouraged, should lift up our eyes and consider by faith the people of God, as Abraham was once bidden to do (Gen. 15:5). We are not alone; an innumerable crowd of pilgrims is making its way with us to the heavenly city. Weariness and suffering have often slowed down their pace; but look at them — their faces are radiant. Their heart throbs and swells with the joy of everlasting love (v. 5).


June 24

Isaiah 61:1-11

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;2To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;3To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.4And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.5And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.6But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.7For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.8For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.9And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed.10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.11For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.


The beginning of this chapter is of very special interest. It is the passage chosen by the Lord Jesus when He stood up to read and speak in the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21). We must notice, however, a detail of the utmost importance: the Lord Jesus interrupted His reading in the middle of a sentence and did not mention "the day of vengeance". Only the first part of His ministry (that of grace) was being fulfilled in their ears. What follows, i.e. the judgment, was being held in abeyance and still is to this day. Where our text does not even place a comma, God has already inserted nearly two thousand years of His longsuffering.
In any event vengeance is not the last word in the sentence. It is followed by consolation and joy for the faithful remnant. As Job at his latter end, they will receive double (v. 7) – this double fruitfulness already told out in the name of Ephraim (Gen. 41:52) – "everlasting joy shall be upon them" (v. 7).
In response to these promises, the remnant lift their voices: "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness . . ." (v. 10). Surely Christians today have the same grounds for praising the Saviour and rejoicing in Him!


June 25

Isaiah 62:1-12

1For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.2And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.3Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.4Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.5For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.6I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence,7And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.8The LORD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured:9But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; and they that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness.10Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people.11Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.12And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.


Jerusalem the forsaken, the barren and desolate woman, the widow of Isaiah 54, will yet be Beulah – "married" – v. 4, "sought out, a city not forsaken" (v. 12). The LORD her Husband will be able afresh to take pleasure in her. Meanwhile, vigilant watchmen are placed on the walls with the injunction, "ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence". Faithful to this command, believing Jews at the end of the age will cry to God, "Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old . . . thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed . . ." (Ps. 74:2).
Christian friends, each of us has likewise been put by the Lord into this or that place and has been given a comparable mission, which may be summarised in two words: "Watch and pray" (Matt. 26:41; 1 Peter 4:7). Our prayers are expected above, and rich answers are prepared for them. We too have important matters to lay upon the heart of our heavenly Father – for example, His world-wide Assembly and those in our towns or villages who form part of it. Let us not keep silent since we have the privilege today of being those who put the LORD in remembrance. It is a very touching thing that God speaks as if our prayers were necessary for Him to remember His promises. What grace on His part!


June 26

Isaiah 63:1-14

1Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.2Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat?3I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.4For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.5And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.6And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.7I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses.8For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour.9In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.10But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.11Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him?12That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name?13That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they should not stumble?14As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.


Who is He, and from where does He come, this magnificent and formidable figure who here appears on the scene? Why is there blood on His clothing? The Executor of the terrible "day of vengeance" (Luke 21:22) is returning, His task accomplished (v. 4; Isa. 61:2). In their final revolt the peoples will amass themselves on the territory of Edom with the aim of making a last assault against God and His people (Isa. 34:6). But it will be a crushing defeat described in picture form as being like the old time harvesters who gathered the grapes into vats and trampled them.
It may be that we find difficulty in recognising in this Avenger One whom we know as the merciful Saviour. The fact is that His work for the glory of God has both characters. He who was alone on the cross is alone here for judgment (v. 3). Glorious (v. 1), He acts with His glorious arm (v. 12), makes Himself a glorious name (v. 14), dwells in glory (v. 15) — "In thy majesty ride prosperously" as it is said in Psalm 45:4 concerning this same judgment.
A new and last section of the book begins in v. 7 by recalling the loving kindness and the praises of the LORD. Let us not fail to do this, each according as God has dealt in mercy with him.


June 27

Isaiah 63:15-19; Isaiah 64:1-12

15Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory: where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward me? are they restrained?16Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.17O LORD, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine inheritance.18The people of thy holiness have possessed it but a little while: our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary.19We are thine: thou never barest rule over them; they were not called by thy name.
1Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence,2As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!3When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence.4For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.5Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is continuance, and we shall be saved.6But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.7And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.8But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.9Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people.10Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.11Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste.12Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?


The faithful remnant have recalled "the great goodness" which the LORD had formerly bestowed on His people (Isa. 63:7). Having given such proof of His love, could He now abandon them? They therefore appeal to the heart of this God of all help who is their Father. "Look down from heaven . . ." Yet this is not enough for them. "Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down . . ." they cry. That is what Christ once did in order to save us, but He will come down again to deliver His own who are under trial, consuming their enemies (Ps. 18:19; Ps. 144:5).
V. 6 compares "all our righteousnesses" to "filthy rags". We can understand that our sins are like that, but our righteousnesses? Yet in truth it is so! What ever good or righteous deeds we performed before our conversion are as rags, which only confirm our wretchedness instead of hiding it. But the Lord replaces these filthy rags with the garments of salvation and a robe of righteousness (Isa. 61:10; Zech. 3:1-5).
Formed like the clay on the potter's wheel (v. 8), we can make nothing of value out of the dust from which we were made (Ps. 100:3). The work of the divine Craftsman who applies Himself to the task of making of us "a vessel unto honour" (2 Tim. 2:21) is alone of value.


June 28

Isaiah 65:1-12

1I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.2I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;3A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick;4Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels;5Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.6Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom,7Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the LORD, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom.8Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all.9And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there.10And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.11But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.12Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not.


"I am found of them that sought me not . . ." writes Isaiah with devastating boldness. This is the expression which Paul uses in quoting v. 1 to the Romans (Rom. 10:20). Under the dictates of the Spirit, the prophet is here in fact clearly opening the door to the nations, who did not seek God and were not called by His name (Isa. 49:6): a bold, not to say revolutionary, declaration to the ears of the Israelites who were so jealous of their privileges. This forms part of the things "not heard" mentioned in the preceding chapter.
The confession and supplications of the poor remnant were drawing to a conclusion with the anguished question, "Wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?" (Isa. 64:12). No, it is never in vain that a repentant heart turns to the Lord (Ps. 51:17). Each one of us knows this by experience.
So God will not keep silent. He speaks and continues until practically the end of the book. Yet, before revealing "what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him" (His elect and His servants; vv. 9, 10; Isa. 64:4), He must pronounce the final condemnation, not only of Israel's enemies but also of the bulk of the apostate and "rebellious people" (v. 2).


June 29

Isaiah 65:13-25

13Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed:14Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit.15And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name:16That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes.17For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.18But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.19And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.20There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.21And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.22They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.23They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.24And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.


The faithful Israelites will have been mixed for a long time with the mass of the people following the Anti-Christ, but at the appropriate moment God will be able to distinguish them and will reward His servants. Then they will forget their sufferings and will "sing for joy of heart" (v. 14).
We too, children of God, whom the world does not know at present as it did not know Him, will be shown forth by the Lord and with Him at His glorious appearing (1 John 3:1-2). Will our joy be less?
God will create new heavens and a new earth. We are not yet speaking of the replacement of the present universe by new elements as spoken of in 2 Peter 3:13 and Revelation 21:1, but during the reign of a thousand years, both the heavens, relieved of Satan's presence, and the earth, in submission to the Lord, will be in a new state. Creation will know deliverance (Rom. 8:22). Human life will be lengthened: a hundred years will be the age of a child and death will only be an exceptional punishment (Prov. 2:22; Ps. 37:9). Even the cruel instincts of the animals will have disappeared (v. 25).


June 30

Isaiah 66:10-24

10Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her:11That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.12For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees.13As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.14And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies.15For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.16For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many.17They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.18For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory.19And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.20And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD.21And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the LORD.22For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.23And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.24And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.


Jerusalem will be an object of joy for the faithful of the nation: "be glad with her, all ye that love her" (v. 10). It is to the latter that Psalm 122 is addressed: "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee . . ." (Ps. 122:6). As a reply to this prayer, peace is spread over the city, which becomes the starting point for the knowledge of God's glory to all the nations of the earth.
The Lord is no less attentive today to the prayers of those who love His Church (2 Cor. 11:28). Let us ask that it be kept in peace and that it might manifest the glory of Christ here below.
Even in the midst of millennial happiness, there must be a visible witness to the punishment on earth of those who commit iniquity. A solemn spectacle will be there as a reminder, as was the pile of stones over the tomb of Absalom (2 Sam. 18:17). So finishes this lovely book of Isaiah. Of all the prophecies this one is the biggest, the most often quoted in the New Testament (about 60 times), and the one which speaks most about the Lord Jesus in His sufferings and His glory.
The book of Jeremiah has been placed after the Gospel of Matthew, from September 3 onwards.



July 1

Matthew1:1-17

1The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.2Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;3And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;4And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon;5And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;6And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;7And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;8And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;9And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;10And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;11And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:12And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;13And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;14And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud;15And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;16And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.17So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.


The voice of the prophets has been silent for four hundred years. For God "the fulness of the time was come" (Gal. 4:4). He is about to speak "by His Son" and to reveal to His people, to the world, as well as to each one of us personally, the good news of the gospel (Heb. 1:1-2). It is summed up in a few words: the gift of His Son.
But how can we, with our limited intelligence, come to know such a Person? God has made provision for this in giving us four gospels so that we might consider the glory of His Son under different aspects, just as different lighting effects might be used to display a valuable object. Matthew is the gospel of the King. Here a genealogy is necessary to place the Messiah at the outset within the setting of the promises made to Abraham and to prove irrefutably His title as Heir to the throne of David (Gal. 3:16; John 7:42). In this long list some infamous names (Ahaz, Manasseh, Amon . . .) have not been erased from the record. Before revealing the Saviour, God once more makes it clear that in every generation, whether it be a patriarch, a king, or a woman of doubtful repute, everyone needs the same salvation and the same gospel. You have need of it yourself, dear reader, as much as anyone else.


July 2


Matthew 1:18-25; Matthew 2:1-6

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.20But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.24Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:25And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,6And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.


The Lord Jesus chose to enter this world in the same way as all men, that is, by birth. Joseph and Mary, objects of exceptional divine favour, were chosen to welcome and bring up the divine Child. The counsels of God are fulfilled; in accordance with the prophecies, the birth of the heir to the throne of David takes place in the royal town of Bethlehem. And you may notice that in this gospel there is no mention of the manger which served as His cradle, nor of anything which reminds us of His poverty. On the contrary, God sees to it that His Son is honoured by several noble visitors: these wise men from the east. As for the leaders of the Jews, no one was morally suitable to come and bow down before the Messiah of Israel. They do not desire His coming. We are, moreover, in one of the darkest periods of this people's history. The cruel Herod is reigning in Jerusalem in violation of Deuteronomy 17:15, for he was an Edomite!
With the exception of a few pious souls whom Luke will introduce to us, nobody in Israel was waiting for the Christ. And today, how many among those who profess Him are truly waiting for His return?


July 3

Matthew 2:7-23

7Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.9When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.11And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.12And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.13And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.14When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:15And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.16Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.17Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,18In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.19But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,20Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.21And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.22But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:23And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.


After a long journey, foretold in Psalm 72:10, the wise men have been led by the star to the place where the young child was. A matter of great joy for them! They meet Him, present their homage and their gifts, and return by "another way." Is not this the story of every one who comes to the Saviour?
The murderous intentions of Herod are frustrated, as at the same time are those of Satan who was seeking from the moment of Christ's coming into the world to destroy the One who will ultimately be his conqueror. The journey into Egypt, ordered by God to save the infant Child from these criminal plans, illustrates also the grace of the One who wanted to follow the same path as His people in former times.
Two names were given to the Child in the preceding chapter: 
that of Jesus (Saviour-God: Matt. 1:21), so precious to the heart of every believer; 
then His name Emmanuel (God with us: Matt. 1:23). 
To these is now added that of "Nazarene" (v. 23), with a threefold meaning: 
the Lord Jesus was morally separated and consecrated to God according to Numbers 6. 
He was also a new Branch, out of the stem of Jesse (the father of David) bearing fruit (see Isa. 11:1 and Day by Day comment). 
Finally He was for thirty years an unknown citizen of the despised town of Nazareth (John 1:46).


July 4

Matthew 3:1-17

1In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,2And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.3For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.4And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.5Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,6And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?8Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:9And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.10And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.11I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:12Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.13Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.14But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?15And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.16And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:17And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.


Just as an ambassador goes in advance of an important person, John the Baptist proclaims the imminent coming of the King. But this King could not take His place among a people who were indifferent to their sinful condition. The preaching of John is therefore a call to repentance. On the other hand, to the Pharisees and Sadducees who came for baptism in a spirit of self-righteousness, he announces judgment.
We can well understand that John was embarrassed when the One whose shoes he was not worthy to unloose presented Himself in His turn for baptism by him. But in v. 15 we hear the first words spoken by the Lord Jesus in this gospel: "Suffer it to be so now . . ." Man had only learnt to do evil; now it was time for God to act in Christ and "to fulfil all righteousness" (Rom. 10:3). "Then he suffered him", it is said of John. Is it not always in our own best interest, too, to let the Saviour have His way?
The Lord Jesus goes up straightway from the water, for He Himself has nothing to confess. And lo! the heavens open to render twofold testimony to Him: the Holy Spirit descends on Him like the anointing oil which formerly marked out the king (cf. 1 Sam. 16:13). At the same time He receives from His Father a wonderful message of love and approval.


July 5

Matthew 4:1-11

1Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.2And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.3And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.4But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.5Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,6And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.7Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.8Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;9And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.10Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.11Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.


Endued with the power of the Spirit, the Lord Jesus was ready to fulfil His ministry. But, as with every servant of God, it was necessary that He should first be put to the test. Thus He has to deal with the great Enemy. In order to lead a man of God away from the path of obedience, Satan uses two main tactics: he presents fearful obstacles on the road (for Christ this was particularly the agony of Gethsemane), or on the other hand, he offers attractions by the roadside. And this is what the Devil does here.
But let us notice that in quoting Psalm 91:11-12, he takes good care not to add the following verses which refer to his own downfall: "Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet." The adder is the Serpent, of whom it was prophesied in Genesis 3:15 that his head would be bruised by Christ, "the seed of the woman". When he was in Eden, lacking nothing, the first Adam suffered a threefold defeat through the lusts of the flesh, of the eyes, and the pride of life. The perfect Man triumphs in the wilderness over the old serpent through the sovereign Word of His God (1 John 2:16; Ps. 17:4). And "in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted." (Heb. 2:18).


July 6

Matthew 4:12-25

12Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;13And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:14That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,15The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;16The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.17From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.18And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.19And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.20And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.21And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them.22And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.23And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.24And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.25And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.


In the quotation from Isaiah 9:1-2 there is a slight variation (v. 16). In the prophet's time, the people were still "walking" in the darkness. Now they "sat", having taken their place far away from the light of God, having lost all courage and all hope. This is just the moment when God can intervene. He who is the Light appears, bringing deliverance. He passes by and, at His call, attracted by His love, a few disciples attach themselves to Him and follow Him – two here; two there: Simon and Andrew; James and John. It was the decisive moment for these men, the moment which suddenly changed everything in their life, and which thereafter they would never forget (Matt. 19:27). Yes, at once they left their father, the boats, the nets. But it was to find such a Master as had never been seen before, and the promise of a new task before them – they were to become fishers of men. At the right moment, the Lord will make them evangelists and apostles.
Not all Christians are called to leave their jobs as bread winners or to give up the joys of family ties. But all have at some time heard in their heart the well known voice which said to them, "Follow Me". Have you answered the call?
Vv. 23, 24 sum up beautifully all the work of love of the Lord Jesus.


July 7

Matthew 5:1-16

1And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:2And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,3Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.4Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.5Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.6Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.7Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.8Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.9Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.10Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.11Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.12Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.13Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.14Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.


To follow the Lord Jesus is first of all to obey Him (John 12:26). From then on we can show the same characteristics as the Lord Himself. These characteristics the Lord is now going to teach His disciples. Blessed are those whose faith is simple and who do not depend on their own understanding; blessed are those who sorrow for the wickedness of this world without being thereby stopped from doing good and showing mercy; blessed are those who for the sake of the Lord Jesus put up with all kinds of injustice and persecutions . . . This is not the kind of blessing which the majority of men seek – far from it. But for believers, it is enough for them to have the Lord's approval in order to be happy and blessed. And the joys of the kingdom are reserved for them. Their present position is found in vv. 13, 14. In keeping himself from evil, the Christian on this earth acts as "salt", which preserves from corruption; it has savour, and must give it out (see Job 6:6). He is also "light", with the responsibility of letting the moral features of God shine out before all men, first of all to "all that are in the house": – his own family, and equally in the assembly, the house of God. The bushel is the symbol of trade and business, the bed is the symbol of idleness; both extremes are equally capable of extinguishing all the outshining which should characterise a child of God.


July 8

Matthew 5:17-30

17Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.19Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.20For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.21Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:22But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.23Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;24Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.25Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.26Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:28But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.29And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.30And if thy right hand offend thee, cut if off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.


We cannot read these verses from 17 onwards without a feeling of apprehension. It is not only that the Lord asserts here that He has not come to destroy the formidable law of God which condemned us all, but that here He is giving a far more exacting interpretation of the divine will. Up till then a scrupulous Israelite could hope to earn eternal life if he had (more or less) kept all these things from his youth (See Mark 10:20). The words of the Lord Jesus now leave him under no such illusion. If such are the requirements to meet the holiness of God, who then can be saved? Yes, the full measure of divine justice was there in that incomparable Man. But the same Person who had come to declare it had also come to fulfil it in our place (v. 17; Ps. 40:8-10).
Judaism of old was not concerned with what God thought of anger or impure thoughts. It only condemned their extreme expression: murder and adultery. By contrast, the Lord's commandments go back to the source of these guilty deeds and make us aware of what is in our hearts, which are capable of the same things (Matt. 15:19). For before we can begin to speak of grace we have to understand how much we need it.
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Matthew 5:31-48

31It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:32But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.33Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:34But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:35Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.36Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.37But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.38Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:39But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.40And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also.41And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.42Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.43Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;45That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.46For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?47And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?48Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.


The One who is speaking here – let us not forget – is the Messiah, the King of Israel. His teaching has been called the charter of the kingdom, for it sets out the conditions which should govern those who will become His subjects. But what a difference between that and the constitution and laws of the nations of this world, which are based on the rights of individuals and on the selfish rule, "each for himself". By contrast, the teaching of the Lord Jesus establishes not only the principles of non-violence, but of love, of humility and of self-denial, all absolutely foreign to the spirit of this world. Some people think that such precepts are inapplicable on the earth where we now live. Would not Christians who followed them literally be helpless victims at the mercy of any abuse imaginable? We may be sure God knows how to protect them in such circumstances. Moreover such an attitude constitutes a powerful witness, capable of confounding those who would wish to harm the believer, and might even lead to their conversion. These vv. 38 to 48 both humiliate and reprove us. How far we are from the One we are told about in 1 Peter 2:22-23; James 5:6 and so many other passages!
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Matthew 6:1-18

1Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.2Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.3But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:4That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.5And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.6But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.7But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.8Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.9After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.10Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.11Give us this day our daily bread.12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.14For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:15But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.16Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.17But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;18That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.


Almsgiving (vv. 1-4), prayer (vv. 5-15) and fasting (vv. 16-18) are the three principal ways by which men think to perform their "religious duties". When these actions are performed in a manner intended to be taken notice of by others, the satisfaction thereby obtained takes the place of true reward (John 5:44). Alas! the human heart is so crafty that it makes use of even the best things to increase its own self-importance. The most generous gifts, if given to be seen of men, can be equated with the worst form of selfishness; penitence can be shown on the face — and self-satisfaction may be in the depths of the heart.
The Lord teaches us how to pray. It is not a question in any way of prayer being a meritorious act, but the humble presentation of our needs to our heavenly Father, in the secret of our own room. Are not our prayers often hackneyed phrases, trite repetitions? (see Ecc. 5:2). Yes, even this beautiful prayer, taught by the Lord to His disciples (vv. 9-13), perfectly suited to the needs of that moment, has become a vain repetition for many. The child of God has privileges which the Israelite did not possess. Through the Spirit he can approach the throne of grace at any time in the name of the Lord Jesus. Do we avail ourselves of this?
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Matthew 6:19-34

19Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:21For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.22The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.23But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!24No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.25Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?26Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?27Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?28And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:29And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.30Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?31Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?32(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.34Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.


The single eye is that which has only one object in view. That object, this "treasure", for the believer, is Christ. In the Scriptures it is said we behold Him "with open face" and that vision lightens up the whole of our inward being (read 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Cor. 4:6-7). Our heart cannot be at one and the same time in heaven and on the earth. To cherish heavenly treasure and at the same time be laying up treasure for ourselves down here are two things which are completely incompatible. It is just as impossible to serve more than one master (v. 24). Otherwise the orders received will often be contradictory. But in renouncing mammon (that means riches; see Luke 16:13), are we not going to expose ourselves to privation, and run the risk of being short of what we need for the present time? The Lord anticipates this lack of faith. "Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life . . ." (v. 25). Let us open our eyes wide, as the Lord bids us. Observe in creation the innumerable small signs of the tender care and goodness of the heavenly Father: the flowers, the birds . . . (cf. Ps. 147:9).
God will never be debtor to those who put His interests before their own, to those who have chosen Him (Luke 10:42). But that is where we must start.
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Matthew 7:1-14

1Judge not, that ye be not judged.2For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.3And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?4Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?5Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.6Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.7Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:8For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.9Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?10Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?11If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?12Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.


Vv. 1-6 and v. 12 bring before us the motives which should rule our relationship with men, with our brothers. In attempting to work out solutions to this problem, great thinkers of every civilisation have filled whole libraries of books with their teachings, whether social, political, moral or . . . religious. When we come to the Lord, one small phrase is enough to express and embody His solution so divinely wise, perfect and certain. "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them" (cf. Rom. 13:10). This is the golden rule which we have many opportunities to put into practice daily! Let us learn to put ourselves always in the place of those with whom we have to do.
Vv. 13 and 14 remind us that if there are two masters, there are also two ways, two gates. The broad way is that of the majority. And that is so in spite of the clear sign post, enough to make anyone tremble: this way "Destruction" (verse 13)! On the other hand, there are few who find (because there are few who seek – see v. 7) the way that leads to life. "Strait is the gate". You can only go through it after discarding the baggage of your self-righteousness. Reader, on which road are you?
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Matthew 7:15-29

15Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.16Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?17Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.18A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.19Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.20Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.24Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:25And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.26And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:27And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.28And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine:29For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.


Since it is by their good fruits that good trees are recognised, do we not then have excellent people mentioned in v. 22? They present themselves with hands full of seemingly good works – prophecies, miracles, demons cast out – all done with the name of the Lord Jesus on their lips. "I never knew you" the Lord Jesus solemnly replies to them. "Your fruits are not those of obedience to God's will" (v. 21).
All these teachings are not difficult to grasp. Where we are lacking, however, is not in ability to understand them, but in putting them truly into practice. That is why, at the end of His discourse, the Lord illustrates in a short parable the difference between putting into practice and merely hearing. We see two houses, similar in outward appearance. But go down into the cellar and have a look. One is founded on the rock of faith in Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11); its builder has dug deep (Luke 6:48). The other house rests only on the moving and uncertain sand of human feelings. Up to the time when the test comes — the inevitable test — it is impossible to differentiate between them. Then . . . well, well! look what has happened to the second house! Wise and foolish, such are the respective names given to the two builders. What is your name?
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Matthew 8:1-17

1When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.2And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.3And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.4And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.5And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,6And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.7And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.8The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.9For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.10When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.11And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.12But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.13And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.14And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a fever.15And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them.16When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:17That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.


The service of the Lord in love and righteousness follows on from His teaching. We come first to three miracles of healing. The leper in v. 2 knows the power of the Lord Jesus. But he doubts His love: "If thou wilt, thou canst . . ." The Lord Jesus is indeed willing, and heals him (Hosea 11:3).
The centurion of Capernaum makes his approach with a two-fold feeling: the all powerful authority of the Lord, and his own unworthiness. "Speak the word only". The Lord Jesus wonders at this exceptional faith, and it causes Him to rejoice. He presents it as an example to His followers, and it surely humbles us.
Finally it is necessary for the Master to act even in the family circle of His own followers. He heals the mother-in-law of His disciple, Peter.
The Lord Jesus did not deal with those who were ill in the same way as doctors, who examine the patient, make a diagnosis, write a prescription and then go away. He was not satisfied just to heal them. He Himself "took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses", going back to their source, which is sin. He has felt all the weight, all its bitterness (John 11:35). Such sympathy is even more precious than the deliverance itself. It is the experience of many Christians in time of illness.


July 15

Matthew 8:18-34

18Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto the other side.19And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.20And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.21And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.22But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.23And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him.24And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep.25And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish.26And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.27But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!28And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.29And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?30And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding.31So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine.32And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters.33And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils.34And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their coasts.


To the scribe who offered to follow Him wherever He went the Lord did not hide the fact that His way was one of complete self-denial. Even the birds of the air, for whom our heavenly Father cares (Matt. 6:26), are better provided for than their Creator when down here. What a stoop was His! He had no place on earth where to lay His head. It was only on the cross, when the work had been completed, that He was at last able to rest – or bow – His head (same Greek verb: John 19:30).
In verse 21 another man answers His invitation with an excuse which is apparently justified. What could be more legitimate than to be present at his father's funeral? However pressing a duty may seem, no "first" can take the place of the Lord's command (Matt. 6:33). We are not told what these two men then decided to do. What is important for us to know is whether we have responded to the call of the Lord Jesus.
The well known and beautiful picture of the crossing of the sea in the storm illustrates the earthly journey of the believer. He encounters a good many storms. But his Saviour is also the Master of the elements and He is with him (Ps. 23:4). He commands the wind and the waves, sickness and death, and Satanic powers, as is shown by the deliverance of the two demoniacs in the country of the Gergesenes.
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Matthew 9:1-17

1And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.2And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.3And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.4And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?5For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?6But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.7And he arose, and departed to his house.8But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.9And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.10And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.11And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?12But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.13But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.14Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?15And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast.16No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse.17Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.


The different diseases which the Lord encounters and heals are so many aspects of the sad condition in which He found His creatures. The leper stresses the defilement of sin; fever stresses the continual feverish agitation of worldly man. The demoniac is under the direct power of Satan, while the dumb, the blind and the deaf (vv. 27, 32; Matt. 11:5) have their various senses closed to the Lord's call, and do not know how to pray. Finally the paralytic whom they bring to the Lord Jesus shows the total incapacity of man to make the slightest movement towards God (cf. John 5:7). He says nothing, he waits . . . he hopes. But the divine Physician (v. 12) knows that a far worse disease is consuming the soul of this paralytic, and He begins by delivering him from that: "Thy sins be forgiven thee." What should we be troubled about most in ourselves and in others? Illness or sin?
The call of Matthew follows, the story being told by himself. He was one of the company of sinners for whom Christ had come.
Finally the question put by John's disciples is the occasion of fresh teaching: in order to contain the new wine of the Gospel, the old bottles of Judaism were no longer adequate.
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Matthew 9:18-38

18While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.19And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples.20And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment:21For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.22But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.23And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise,24He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn.25But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose.26And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land.27And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.28And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord.29Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.30And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it.31But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his fame in all that country.32As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.33And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.34But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.35And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.36But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.37Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;38Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.


The Gospels do not relate to us by any means all the miracles performed by the Lord Jesus (see John 21:25). God has only included in His Word those which have some connection with the teaching He wants to give us. Thus the raising from the dead of the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue has, among other things, a prophetic application. The Lord is seen as being on the way to restore life to His people Israel. During this time (the present time), He is available to all those who come to Him in faith, as does the woman in v. 20.
There was sufficient virtue (power, JND trans.) in Jesus to heal "every sickness and every disease" (v. 35). And there was sufficient love in His heart to bear up all His people, as the true Shepherd of Israel (v. 36). Alas! if He met faith here and there, and outstandingly with these two blind men (vv. 28, 29), He was also up against the most terrible unbelief (v. 34).
We, who go through the same world and meet others in the same need (but often with hearts so sadly unaware of it; James 2:15-16), should ask the Lord to give us a wider and clearer vision of His great harvest-field (John 4:35). Let us pray that He will thrust out new labourers into His harvest.
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Matthew 10:1-23

1And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.2Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;3Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus;4Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.5These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:6But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.7And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.8Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.9Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses,10Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat.11And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence.12And when ye come into an house, salute it.13And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you.14And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.15Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.16Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.17But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues;18And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.19But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.20For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.21And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.22And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.23But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.


The twelve disciples have become apostles (v. 2). In listing their names, Matthew the publican recalls his own origin (see Matt. 21:31). They have been instructed by the words and example of the divine Physician and the moment comes when they are sent (meaning of the word "apostle") as labourers into the harvest. A child will not be going to school all its life, it is obvious, although in one sense the believer is always in the school of God. But, sooner or later, we should have learned in our lessons the basic essentials, particularly the truth as to the utter helplessness of our natural state. It is only then that the Lord will be able to make use of us. Let us notice some points of the greatest importance: it is the Lord who calls, prepares, sends, directs, maintains, encourages and rewards His servants. They do not go of their own will and are not sent out by men. They do not expect any salary from them but give freely what they have been freely given. How much are these simple truths lost sight of in Christendom! Under the structure of committees, hierarchies and various organisations, human agents, often with the best intentions, are interposed between the Lord and His workers, to the great injury of the latter and, above all, the work which has been entrusted to them.
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Matthew 10:24-42

24The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.25It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?26Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.27What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.28And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.29Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.30But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.31Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.32Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.33But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.34Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.36And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.37He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.38And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.39He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.40He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.41He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.42And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.


The disciple is not above his Master (v. 24); he would not wish to claim better treatment than his Lord. Whether he is a Christian, or whether he is a Jew in the coming time of the great tribulation, the true disciple may expect to meet from an unjust and wicked world the same opposition as the Lord Jesus did (see vv. 17, 18). But this will be the opportunity for him to enjoy all the resources of grace, this unbounded grace which knows and keeps the redeemed one even to the extent of a hair of his head (v. 30; see 2 Cor. 12:9).
It is not only the hatred of the world which meets the faithful believer, but he often has to deal with the hostility of his own family (v. 36). May he not be discouraged! The Lord has expressly said that it would be like this, and He has also provided the resources to meet his need.
To take up his cross is to take up the distinctive stigma of those condemned to death. In other words, it is to show that he has finished with the pleasures of the world, and that he has given up his own will. From a human point of view, that amounts to losing his life. "No," says the Master, "it is, on the contrary, the only way to find it." But the motive must be "for my sake," as the Lord Jesus states (2 Cor. 5:14-15).
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Matthew 11:1-19

1And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities.2Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,3And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?4Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see:5The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.6And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.7And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?8But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.9But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.10For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.11Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.12And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.13For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.14And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.15He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.16But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows,17And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil.19The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.


The Lord is not satisfied with sending out His disciples; He presses on with His own ministry. John the Baptist, by contrast, (Matt. 4:12), has ended his ministry in Herod's prison. The question that John's disciples have just put to the Lord Jesus on his behalf shows us his discouragement and perplexity: the One of whom he had been the great herald was not establishing His kingdom, and was doing nothing to deliver him. Was he then not the promised Messiah? The Lord answers him in a message which gently puts the finger on his weakness (v. 6). But in speaking to the multitudes, He gives unqualified witness to the greatest of all the prophets (vv. 7-15).
When it is a question of entrance into the kingdom, forcefulness (v. 12) becomes a virtue, an indispensable quality. God opens to us all His treasure-house, yet there must be on our part the earnest desire to possess that which He offers us; there must be the holy zeal of faith, which boldly lays hold of all the divine promises. Alas! how many young men, how many young women, through lack of decision and energy, through fear of conflict and of having to give up cherished things, remain outside the door! Let us not forget that the fearful will find themselves there in the company of unbelievers, murderers and all other sinners who are without repentance (Rev. 21:8). 
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Matthew 11:20-30

20Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they repented not:21Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.22But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.23And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.24But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.25At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.26Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.27All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.28Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.


It was in the villages of Galilee that the Lord Jesus had performed most of His miracles. But their hearts had remained closed, just as Isaiah had prophesied: "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?" (Isa. 53:1). To this question, however, the Lord Jesus can "at that time" (v. 25) give a reply and can give thanks to His Father. "Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes." Then, turning towards the people, He cries, "Come unto me." "Come with this child-like faith. None other than Myself can reveal the Father to you. And learn not only through the words of My mouth, but of Me, by My example, for I am 'meek and lowly in heart'" (Eph. 4:20-21).
With the Lord Jesus we find two things in apparent contradiction: rest and yoke. The latter is the heavy piece of wood, used to hitch up oxen, symbol of obedience and service. But the Lord's yoke is a light one: His yoke was the will of His Father, to accomplish which was all His delight. At the same time the redeemed one exchanges the fatigue and burden of sin (v. 28) for the joyful devotion of love (2 Cor. 8:3-5). "Blessed are the meek" the Lord Jesus had said (Matt. 5:5). Do they not have the privilege of being like Him?
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Matthew 12:1-21

1At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.2But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day.3But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were with him;4How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests?5Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?6But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple.7But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.8For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.9And when he was departed thence, he went into their synagogue:10And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him.11And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?12How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days.13Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other.14Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him.15But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all;16And charged them that they should not make him known:17That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,18Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles.19He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets.20A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.21And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.


After having offered them the true rest of soul (Matt. 11:28), the Lord Jesus makes them understand that the legal rest of the Sabbath has no longer any reason to exist. As to this question of the Sabbath day, the Pharisees seek to find fault successively with the disciples (v. 2) and the Lord Himself (v. 10). But He makes use of the occasion to explain to them, quoting Hosea 6:6 for the second time (v. 7; see Matt. 9:13; Micah 6:6-8) that the system based on the law and the sacrifices had been set aside by His coming in grace. What purpose did the keeping of the fourth commandment of the law serve when all the others had been broken? Mercy, this also, claimed its rights. And what presumption to impose respect for the Sabbath on the One who had instituted it! In fact, as long as sin reigned, no one could be at rest. Neither man, charged with this burden; nor God: the Father and the Son, working together to remove the root of evil as well as its consequences (John 5:16-17). Thus, without letting Himself be hindered by the counsels of wicked men, the perfect Servant proceeds with His work. He accomplishes it in the spirit of humility, of grace, of gentleness which, according to Isaiah 42:1-4, should have enabled them to recognize Him, and which has always been of such great price in the sight of God (cf. 1 Peter 3:4).
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Matthew 12:22-37

22Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.23And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?24But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.25And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:26And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?27And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges.28But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.29Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.30He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.31Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.32And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.33Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.34O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.35A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.36But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.37For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.


The Pharisees hated the Lord Jesus because they were jealous of His power as well as His authority over the multitudes. They challenge the origin of His power as they cannot dispute the miracles themselves. As they have already done before (Matt. 9:34; Matt. 10:25) they attribute to the prince of the devils the power of the Holy Spirit whom God had bestowed on His Beloved (v. 18; cf. Mark 3:29-30). This was blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, a sin which could not be forgiven. No, the work of the Lord was, on the contrary, the proof of His victory over Satan, "the strong man". He had "bound" him when in the wilderness by means of the Word, and now was taking away his captives (see Isa. 49:24-25). Then the Lord Jesus shows these Pharisees that they were themselves under the dominion of Satan: bad trees bring forth bad fruit.
"For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh" (v. 34). If it is Christ who fills our heart, it will be impossible for us not to speak of Him. "My heart is inditing a good matter . . .": so sing the sons of Korah in Psalm 45. "I speak of the things which I have made touching the king". Conversely, evil thoughts buried deep down within us will rise to our lips sooner or later. And for every word, even an idle one, we will one day have to give account.
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Matthew 12:38-50

38Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.39But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:40For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.41The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.42The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.43When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.44Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.45Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.46While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him.47Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.48But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?49And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!50For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.


With ch. 12 we come to the end of the first part of this gospel. The Messiah having been rejected by those who should have been the first to receive Him, the Lord Jesus begins to speak of His death and resurrection. It was the great miracle which remained to be accomplished, and of which the Jews already possessed a type – the story of Jonah swallowed by the great fish. At the same time the Lord brings home to these scribes and Pharisees their overwhelming responsibility. They were so much better instructed than were the heathen people of Nineveh or the queen of Sheba in former times! And by how much did He Himself excel Jonah or Solomon! He had come to dwell in this house of Israel, casting out the demon and sweeping away idolatry (cf. Matt. 8:31; Matt. 21:12-13). But He had not been received and the house remained empty . . . ready to house a power of evil far more terrible than the first. This is what will happen to Israel under the reign of the Antichrist.
Vv. 46-50 show that the Lord Jesus cannot even recognise His relatives as such any more. Henceforth He breaks off earthly and natural relationships with His people, and He explains in parables (Matt. 13) what the kingdom of heaven is and who can be received into it.
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Matthew 13:1-17

1The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.2And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.3And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;4And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:5Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:6And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.7And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:8But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.9Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.10And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?11He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.12For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.13Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.14And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:15For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.16But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.17For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.


The heart of the people had "waxed gross." They had wilfully closed their eyes and stopped their ears (v. 15). And so from henceforth the Lord speaks to them in a hidden way, in parables. His teachings will be reserved for His disciples alone. Yes, Matthew 13:18, 36 and 37 prove to us that the Lord is always ready to explain to His own all that they want to understand. The Bible contains many things which are difficult and obscure to our natural limited intelligence (Deut. 29:29). But the explanation will be given to us at the right moment, if we really want it (see Prov. 28:5). Do not let us be discouraged then by passages or expressions which we do not understand immediately. Let us ask the Lord to explain His Word to us.
The rejection by Israel of the Messiah has yet another consequence: finding no fruit to be harvested in the midst of His people, the Lord is now going to sow the world with the word of the Gospel. Elsewhere this is called "the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls" (James 1:21). But, if there is only one kind of seed, by no means all receive the Word in the same way. How have you received it?
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Matthew 13:18-30

18Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.19When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.20But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;21Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.22He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.23But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.24Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:25But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.26But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.27So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?28He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?29But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.30Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.


Among those who hear the Word, the Lord in His perfect knowledge of the human heart distinguishes four classes of persons. The first is compared to the trodden down soil of the wayside, which has become hardened by being trampled on by everybody. Does our heart resemble this wayside on which the world passes up and down, so that the Word cannot penetrate it?
Others, like these "stony places" are superficial characters. Their conscience has not been deeply stirred by conviction of sin. Thus the fleeting feeling experienced on hearing the gospel is but the appearance of faith.
If genuine faith necessarily has roots which are invisible, it is by its visible fruits that it is known. Without works, faith is dead, stifled like the seeds sprung up in the midst of the thorns (James 2:17).
But the seed also fell into good ground where the ears could ripen in their season.
The parable of the tares teaches us that the enemy has not only snatched away the good seed whenever he could (v. 19) but that he has also sown bad seed while men slept. Sleep in the spiritual sense puts us at the mercy of every bad influence and so we are continually exhorted to be vigilant (Mark 13:37; 1 Peter 5:8, etc.).
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Matthew 13:31-43

31Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field:32Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.33Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.34All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them:35That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.36Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.37He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;38The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;39The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.40As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.41The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.43Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.


In the six "parables of the kingdom" which follow that of the Sower, the Lord sets out what is to be the outcome of His sowing in this world. The parable of the mustard seed becoming a great tree describes the outward form which the kingdom of heaven has developed into after the rejection of the King, while that of the leaven hidden in the measures of meal emphasizes the secret working which undermines its character. It is the period of the responsible Church. After a very small beginning (a few disciples), Christianity has had the great development which we know so well. But its success and its spreading throughout the world are in no way the proof of the blessing and approval of God and do not safeguard it – very much to the contrary – from the attacks of Satan. It has from the earliest times been infiltrated by evil (the birds – cf. vv. 4, 19 – and the leaven).
The mixture which characterises professing Christendom is illustrated in another way by the parable of the tares of the field which the Lord expounds to us here. We know that the name of Christian is assumed today by all those who are baptised, whether or not they are true children of God. The Lord bears with this state of things up to the day of the harvest (Rev. 14:15-16). He will then show by the final destiny of the wheat and the tares what He thinks of each of them.


July 28

Matthew 13:44-58

44Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:46Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.49So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,50And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.51Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord.52Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.53And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence.54And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?55Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?56And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?57And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.58And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.


The short parables of the treasure and the pearl underline two marvellous truths: the very great value attached by Christ to His Assembly, and paid by Him to acquire it — He sold all that He had, even to the giving up of His own life. In the second place, we see the joy that He finds in her. In v. 47 the Gospel net is thrown into the sea of the nations. The Lord had declared to His disciples that He would make them fishers of men. Here then are the servants for this work. But the fish are not all good, . . . nor are all those who are nominally Christians true believers! It is the Word which allows them to be distinguished. The good fish is recognised by its scales and its fins (Lev. 11:9-11) and the true Christian by his moral armour, by his capacity to resist the penetration and the attraction of the current of this world.
Parallel with the treasure which the Lord found in His own (v. 44), v. 52 shows us the treasure which the disciple possesses in His Word. Do we all value it as the treasure from which we can bring forth "things new and old"?
Alas! this chapter ends like the preceding one with the unbelief of the multitudes. They only see in the Lord Jesus the "carpenter's son" with the result that His grace could not be shown towards them.


July 29

Matthew 14:1-21

1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus,2And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.3For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife.4For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her.5And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.6But when Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased Herod.7Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask.8And she, being before instructed of her mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's head in a charger.9And the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath's sake, and them which sat with him at meat, he commanded it to be given her.10And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison.11And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the damsel: and she brought it to her mother.12And his disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus.13When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities.14And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick.15And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals.16But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat.17And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.18He said, Bring them hither to me.19And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.20And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full.21And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.


Ch. 11 shows us John the Baptist in prison. We learn here that he had been thrown there by Herod (son of the Herod in ch. 2). And for what reason? John had fearlessly reproached him because he had married the wife his brother had repudiated. Now the faithful witness pays with his life for the truth he had had the courage to declare before the king. His death occurs in the midst of the scene of pleasure and feasting in the royal court; it is the frightful outcome of the pleasure that is offered to the wicked (cf. James 5:5-6). Herod could well be sorry at this moment, but he had for a long time wanted to put John to death (v. 5), for hatred of the truth and of those who utter the truth always go together (Gal. 4:16). Humanly speaking, John's end is tragic and horrible; in God's eyes it is the triumphant fulfilment of "his course" (Acts 13:25).
We read between the lines what it must have been for the Lord Jesus to hear the news of the death of His fore-runner. Was not this already the announcement of His own rejection and His cross? It seems that His sadness made Him feel the need to be alone (v. 13). But already the crowds throng Him again, and His heart, thinking only of others, is moved with compassion for them. He performs for their benefit this great miracle of the first multiplication of the loaves.


July 30

Matthew 14:22-36

22And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.23And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.24But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.25And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.26And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.27But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.28And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.29And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.30But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.31And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?32And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.33Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.34And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret.35And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased;36And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.


This scene of the ship in the midst of the tempest is a picture of the present position of the Lord's redeemed. While He is there in heaven, absent but praying and interceding for them, they have to cross painfully the rough sea of this world. Morally it is night: the Enemy raising up the opposition of men, acts in the same way as the wind and the waves which almost defeat the efforts of the rowers. But does not the Lord Jesus come to meet His own? His well-known voice reassures the poor disciples. And faith, resting on His word "Come" carries Peter towards the One he loves. Suddenly his faith fails, and he sinks. What has happened? Peter has taken his eyes off his Master to look at the height of the waves and the violence of the wind – as if it were easier to walk on a calm rather than a troubled sea! But he cries to the Lord, who at once comes to his rescue.
Then the Lord Jesus is encountered in this country of Gennesaret out of which He had been driven on the occasion of the healing of the demoniacs (Matt. 8:34). This is a picture of the moment when His people, having rejected Him, will recognize Him, will render Him homage, and will be delivered by Him.


July 31

Matthew 15:1-20

1Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,2Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.3But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?4For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.5But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;6And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.7Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,8This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.9But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.10And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand:11Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.12Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?13But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.14Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.15Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this parable.16And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding?17Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?18But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.19For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:20These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.


The religious zeal of the Pharisees confined itself to the strict observance of a certain number of exterior forms and traditions. And, under cover of this religious appearance (which can fool men but cannot deceive God) they followed the inclinations of their natural heart. Through their avarice they had thereby exempted themselves from even their most elementary duties, such as that of providing for the needs of their parents (v. 5; cf. Prov. 28:24). The Lord's question (v. 3) answered point for point that of the Pharisees (v. 2). These latter, by their traditions, made the commandments of God of no effect. Then the Lord Jesus, for whom these commandments were wholly His delight, confounds these hypocrites by their own Scriptures. Then, for the benefit of His disciples who were somewhat disconcerted by His remarks, He lays bare the evil nature of the human heart and shows its utter ruin. Yes, the hands may be scrupulously washed . . . at the same time the heart is full of defilement. We must own the truth of this fearful assessment of the human heart, of our own heart, even though we may hide its contents under a flattering and respectable appearance!



August 1

Matthew 15:21-39

21Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.22And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.23But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.24But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.25Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.26But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.27And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.28Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.29And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there.30And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them:31Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.32Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.33And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?34And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes.35And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.36And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.37And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full.38And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children.39And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala,


The Lord Jesus pays a visit to the regions of Tyre and Sidon. These heathen villages, He had declared, were less guilty than those of Galilee where He had performed most of His miracles (Matt. 11:21-22). But they had no part in the blessings of "the Son of David" (v. 22); they were strangers from the covenants of promise (Eph. 2:12). The Lord, in seemingly severe words, begins by stressing that fact to the poor Canaanitish woman who supplicates Him for her daughter. And this woman confesses her complete unworthiness. When we take our proper place before God, grace can shine out in all its brightness. In fact, if on man's side there was the slightest right or the least merit, it would no longer be a question of grace but of something due by right (Rom. 4:4). To measure still better the immensity of this grace toward us, let us never forget our miserable state and unworthiness before God.
Then the Lord turns again towards His people. In accordance with Psalm 132:15, He blesses abundantly her provision and satisfies her poor with bread. And what impels Him to act, in this second miracle as in the first, is the compassion by which His heart is constrained for the multitudes (v. 32; Matt. 14:14).


August 2

Matthew 16:1-12

1The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.2He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.3And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?4A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.5And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.6Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.7And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.8Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?9Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?10Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?11How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?12Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.


Once again the Pharisees ask for a sign (Matt. 12:38 . . .); once again the Lord refers them to the sign of Jonah: His death which He is going to accomplish. In our own day, Christians on the eve of the return of the Lord Jesus have no further signs to expect before His coming. Their faith rests on His promise, and not on visible proofs, without which it would no longer be faith. And yet, how many indications there are which convince us that we are coming to the end of the history of the Church down here! The pride of man is inflated as never before; the Christianised world is showing the characteristics foretold in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. There are outward signs also: the Jewish people is returning to its land; the nations are striving to unite together within the framework of the old Roman Empire. Let us open our eyes and raise them towards the skies: the Lord Jesus is coming back.
The Lord leaves these unbelievers and departs (v. 4). But it is now His own disciples who sadden Him by their lack of confidence, and their forgetfulness as to how they had grieved Him in Matt. 15:16-17 by their lack of understanding. Alas! Do we not sometimes resemble them? Let us take heed to the exhortation which God gives us by the mouth of Peter himself: to cast all our care upon Him, for He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7).


August 3

Matthew 16:13-28

13When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.20Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.21From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.22Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.23But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.24Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.25For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.26For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?27For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.28Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.


The question which the Lord puts to His disciples shows us that opinions concerning Himself are divided, and it is still the same today. But you, reader, can you say who He is and what He is to you? It is the revelation of the Father to Peter which prompts him to make his magnificent confession, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God". There is the unshakeable foundation on which the Lord will build His Church (Assembly), of which each believer, like Simon, will become a living stone. How could the forces of evil prevail against that which belongs to Christ, and which He Himself builds? And the Lord honours His disciple with a special mission: by his preaching to open the gates of the kingdom to the Jews and to the Gentiles (Acts 2:36; Acts 10:43).
"From that time forth" the Lord Jesus, referring to the Assembly, must speak of the price He would pay in order to purchase it: His suffering and His death. Then poor Peter, who a moment before was speaking "as the oracles of God", becomes here an instrument of Satan. The latter seeks to turn Christ away from the path of obedience, but he is immediately recognised and repulsed.
The Lord Jesus, who was the first to tread the path of complete self-denial, does not hide what it involves to follow Him (cf. Matt. 10:37-40). Are we ready to follow Him, cost what it may? (Phil. 3:8).


August 4

Matthew 17:1-13

1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart,2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.7And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.9And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.10And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?11And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.12But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.13Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.


Ch. 16 ended with the thought of the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus. Ch. 17 opens with His appearance in glory, the answer to the promise made to the disciples (Matt. 16:28). After the scorn to which His Son was subjected by His people Israel, and all the forms of unbelief which He met with in the preceding chapter, God wanted to give to chosen witnesses among the people a preview of His royal majesty. What a spectacular scene! But the three disciples are unable to bear it. Fear takes hold of them (after sleep: Luke 9:32). And finally God has to speak, to prevent His beloved Son being confounded with the two companions in glory. Only some time later, after the resurrection, will the disciples understand the import of this magnificent vision, and be authorised to recount it. That is what Peter does in his second epistle (2 Peter 1:17-18). But for the present, while Moses and Elijah return to their rest, the Son of God again takes on Himself the humble "form of a servant" which He had relinquished only for a moment, and descending from the mountain He again takes up the lonely road to the cross.


August 5

Matthew 17:14-27

14And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying,15Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water.16And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.17Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me.18And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour.19Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?20And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.21Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.22And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men:23And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again. And they were exceeding sorry.24And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute?25He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers?26Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free.27Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.


The worship of the Christian has the effect of transporting him in spirit "to the mountain top" in the company of the glorified Lord. Would that we might experience such moments more often! But it is also necessary for us to know how to descend again with Him into the midst of life's circumstances in this world where Satan reigns. This is the experience which the disciples have to face here. The healing of the lunatic child is the opportunity for the Lord Jesus to emphasize the all-prevailing power of faith.
The scene in vv. 24-27 is both instructing and moving. Peter, always ready to take the lead without thinking, and forgetting the vision of glory and the voice of the Father, undertakes in the name of his Master to pay the temple tax. The Lord Jesus gently asks him if it ever happens that a king's son pays taxes to his own father. (Simon had only shortly before this recognised Him as the Son of the living God). After making this point, the Lord tells Peter nevertheless to pay the money He does not owe. But at the same time He demonstrates His power: it is He who rules over the whole creation, including the fish of the sea (Ps. 8:6-8). And He shows also His love: He associates Himself with His weak disciple in paying for him too.


August 6

Matthew 18:1-14

1At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?2And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them,3And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.4Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.5And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.6But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.7Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!8Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.9And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.10Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.11For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.12How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?13And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.14Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.


The world revels in great things. The disciples are not altogether free from that spirit. They want to know who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. The Lord, however, replies that the important thing is to enter, and in order to do that one needs to be small. In order to impress this teaching firmly on their spirit, He calls a little child and sets him in the midst of them. Perhaps we have young children around us. They too are set among us as models of confidence and simplicity. Let us be careful not to despise them because of their weakness, their ignorance and their simplicity. And even more, let us avoid stumbling them. The bad example of an older brother is the worst of snares which can be put before the steps of young Christians. The Lord Jesus then repeats here what He has already said on the subject of being stumbled (cf. vv. 8, 9; Matt. 5:29-30).
Far indeed from despising these little ones, God meets their weakness with special care. Angels are charged with watching over them. And let us not forget that the Lord Jesus has come to save them (v. 11); they are placed under the benefit of His work if they die without having attained the age of responsibility. The parable of the lost sheep teaches us the value of one of these lambs to the good Shepherd.


August 7

Matthew 18:15-35

15Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.16But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.17And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.18Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.21Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?22Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.23Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.24And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.25But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.26The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.27Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.28But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.29And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.30And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.31So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.32Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me:33Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?34And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.35So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.


The Lord explains how quarrels between brethren should be settled (vv. 15-17). We can connect that with His teaching concerning forgiveness (v. 22; cf. Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13). But it is also an opportunity for Him to revert to the subject of the Assembly, giving us a verse, or rather a promise, of the greatest importance: "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them" (v. 20). From this presence flows all that meets the need of the weakest company of believers gathered in the name of the Lord Jesus. How could there fail to be blessing when He who is the source of it is there in the midst of those who are waiting upon Him? The promise here is particularly in connection with the authority conferred on the assembly (binding and loosing) and with the prayer of two or three for anything, with the assurance that it will be done for them. Alas! how many Christians forget the importance of the prayer meeting.
The parable of the servant owing ten thousand talents (an enormous sum) reminds us of the incalculable debt which God has forgiven us in Christ (Ezra 9:6). What, in comparison, are the petty wrongs we may have to suffer? Divine pardon, of which we have been the objects, makes us responsible to show mercy in our turn.


August 8

Matthew 19:1-26

1And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan;2And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there.3The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?4And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,5And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?6Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.7They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?8He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.9And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.10His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.11But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.12For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.13Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them.14But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.15And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.16And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?17And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.18He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,19Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.20The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?21Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.22But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.23Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.24And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.25When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved?26But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.


At the beginning of this chapter, the Lord Jesus replies to a question put by the Pharisees, in which He again positively condemns divorce (Matt. 5:31-32).
Then He blesses the little children who are brought to Him and reproves the disciples who would want to turn them away. Do we bring young souls to the Lord in prayer? Or are we, on the contrary, among those who want to prevent them from coming?
In v. 16 we see a young man coming to the Lord Jesus with this excellent wish: to obtain eternal life. Only the question was badly phrased and the Lord wants to make His visitor aware of this. "You want to do something good? Well! there are the commandments!" The young man's answer shows that he was unaware of his condition as a lost sinner, or of his inability to do anything good for God. Then the Lord shows him that there is an idol living in his heart. It is his riches, an obstacle which prevents so many people from coming to Christ and following Him! No, eternal life is not obtained by doing good. Neither the most amiable temperament nor the greatest natural talent help in any way to merit it . . . because it is not something which can be earned. It is a free gift, which the Lord Jesus gives to those who follow Him (John 10:28).


August 9

Matthew 19:27-30; Matthew 20:1-16

27Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?28And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.29And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.30But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.
1For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.2And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.3And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace,4And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way.5Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.6And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?7They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.8So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.9And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.10But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny.11And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house,12Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day.13But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny?14Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee.15Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?16So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.


This question which preoccupied the disciples so much, to know who would be the first and who the last in the kingdom of heaven, is illustrated by a new parable. We should perhaps be somewhat inclined to take the part of the dissatisfied workers and consider it unjust for the Master to act as he did. But let us look more closely into the story. The early morning workers had come to an agreement with the householder (vv. 2, 13). They valued their work at a particular price. By contrast those who followed had confidence in the master, that he would fix their wages as "whatsoever is just" (vv. 4, 7 JND trans.). They had no reason to regret this. In the kingdom of heaven, the reward is never as of right. All are unprofitable servants according to Luke 17: 10 and no one deserves anything. Everything depends on the sovereign grace of God. From a different point of view, the workers of the eleventh hour are, in reality, the least favoured of all. They have missed the opportunity and the joy of serving this good master for the greater part of the day. The Lord Jesus is the best Master. Let us serve Him from our childhood up. He is the One for whom we can never be too early or serve too long.
In the history of the ways of God, the first workers who came to an agreement with the master represent Israel under the dispensation of the covenant; those of the eleventh hour speak to us of the Gentiles, objects of the grace of God.


August 10

Matthew 20:17-34

17And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them,18Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death,19And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.20Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him.21And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.22But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.23And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.24And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren.25But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.26But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;27And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:28Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.29And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him.30And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.31And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.32And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will ye that I shall do unto you?33They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened.34So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed him.


The Lord Jesus looked for understanding from His disciples on this subject of particular intimacy and solemnity: the suffering and death which await Him at Jerusalem. Well! the mother of James and John chose this very moment to put a very personal request to Him. She would be proud to see her sons occupy the place of honour in the kingdom of the Messiah. The ten show their indignation. Without doubt, this was not just because the request was selfish and out of place, but because each one of them secretly nourished an ambition for that first place. Alas! after all that the Lord had said to them and after He had set that little child in their midst, had they not then learned or remembered anything? We should not pass judgment on them! How much trouble we have in learning our lessons, the same lessons! How much we resemble them!
Then, without any reproach, and with infinite patience, the Master resumes His teaching. And this time He supports it by His own example in v. 28, the everlasting theme of worship for the redeemed.
Pursuing His way which went to Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus heals two blind men at the gate of Jericho. Let us emphasize the lovely persistence of faith on their part and, on the Lord's part, His infinite compassion.


August 11

Matthew 21:1-17

1And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples,2Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me.3And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them.4All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying,5Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.6And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them,7And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon.8And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way.9And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.10And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?11And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.12And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves,13And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.14And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them.15And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased,16And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?17And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there.


In each of the first three gospels the passing through Jericho and the entry into Jerusalem mark the commencement of the last part of our Saviour's journey down here. The fulfilment of Zechariah 9:9 was a fresh proof for Israel that it was indeed their Messiah who had come to visit them. It was impossible to mistake Him for another: "just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass . . ." We might rather have expected a haughty and grand king, making his entry into his capital city on a warhorse, at the head of his armies. But a king who is humble and lowly – that is a notion quite foreign to men's ideas.
These marks of grace and gentleness in no way prevent the Lord from acting with the utmost severity when He sees that the rights of God are trampled under foot (v. 12). It should be the same for those who are His followers. The gentleness which characterises them should not exclude the firmest resolution (1 Cor. 15:58). The presence of the Lord Jesus in the temple has several effects: firstly, immediate cleansing; but at the same time, gracious healing of the sick people who come to Him; then the praise of little children; finally the indignation and opposition of the enemies of the truth.


August 12

Matthew 21:18-32

18Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered.19And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.20And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away!21Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.22And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.23And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?24And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things.25The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him?26But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet.27And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.28But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard.29He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.30And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.31Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.32For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.


On the road to Jerusalem the Lord performs a miracle, which is not as usual a miracle of loving pity, but a warning sign of the judgment about to fall on the people. Consider the fig tree: nothing but leaves! All the outward forms of piety, but not a single fruit! This was the condition of Israel . . . and it is that of all nominal Christians! This miracle is the occasion for the Lord Jesus to recall to His disciples the all-prevailing power of the prayer of faith.
Then He again enters the temple, where the elders of the people challenge His authority. By His question, the Lord gives them to understand that they are incapable of recognising that authority if they have not first recognised the mission of John the Baptist. Like the second son in the parable (vv. 28-30), the leaders of the people made outward profession that they were accomplishing the will of God. But in reality that will was a dead letter to them (Titus 1:16). By contrast, others who were formerly rebellious, notorious sinners repented after hearing the voice of John, and afterwards accomplished God's will. Children of Christian parents, we risk being overtaken to heaven by those people for whom at present we may have only scorn or condescension (see Matt. 20:16). Think how great is our responsibility!


August 13

Matthew 21:33-46

33Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country:34And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it.35And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.36Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise.37But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.38But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.39And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.40When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen?41They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.42Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?43Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.44And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.45And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them.46But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took him for a prophet.


Another parable illustrates the terrible condition of the people and its bad leaders. God expected fruit from His vine, Israel. He had done everything possible to procure it (cf. Isa. 5:1-2). The Jews (and men in general) have demonstrated not only their incapacity to produce it, but also their spirit of revolt and hatred against the true Owner of all things. They have despised and rejected His servants, the prophets, and they now set themselves to drive out – and in what a way – the Heir Himself, in order to remain the sole masters of the inheritance, that is to say, the world (1 Thess. 2:15).
The Lord leads these men on to pronounce their own condemnation (vv. 40, 41). Then He shows that He Himself is "the chief corner-stone, elect, precious", whom God had placed in Israel. Those who were the builders (the leaders among the Jews) had not wanted it so, according to Psalm 118:22-23. Indeed He has also become the chief corner-stone of a "spiritual house", the Assembly, and "a stone of stumbling" for the disobedient (1 Peter 2:4-8). According to this passage, Christ is, strictly speaking, the touchstone of faith. Precious before God, and having this great value to us who believe, He is however rejected by men in general, and becomes a stone of stumbling to unbelievers.


August 14

Matthew 22:1-22

1And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said,2The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son,3And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come.4Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.5But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise:6And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them.7But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.8Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy.9Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.10So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.11And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:12And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.13Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.14For many are called, but few are chosen.15Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk.16And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men.17Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?18But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?19Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny.20And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription?21They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.22When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.


The parable of the wedding of the king's son is the sequel to that of the wicked husbandmen. It shows what will come to pass after the rejection of the Heir. The Jews, who were the first guests to be invited, refuse the message of grace preached to them by the apostles (the servants of v. 3). The latter then will turn to the Gentiles (Acts 13:46).
God honours men and shows grace in inviting them. You, too, have His letter of invitation in your hands. Alas! scorn and opposition are the two responses which He usually receives (Heb. 2:3). For it is not enough to be invited (v. 3); we must accept and come . . . come in the way prescribed by God, that is to say, with the robe of righteousness which is provided by the King Himself (cf. Phil. 3:9). The man in v. 11 thought his own garments would be quite suitable. He represents those who imagine they will be received in heaven through their own righteousness; they join themselves to the Church, but do not receive Christ as their personal Saviour (Matt. 5:20; Rom. 10:3-4). What dismay awaits them, and how awful their final end!
The Pharisees and Herodians, deaf to all this teaching, approach the Lord Jesus with a question calculated to "entangle" Him. But He at once discerns the trap hidden behind the flatteries. And His unexpected reply turns the tables on them.


August 15

Matthew 22:23-46

23The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him,24Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.25Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother:26Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh.27And last of all the woman died also.28Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her.29Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.30For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.31But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying,32I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.33And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine.34But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.35Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,36Master, which is the great commandment in the law?37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.38This is the first and great commandment.39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.41While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,42Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David.43He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,44The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?45If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?46And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.


Another set of disputers, the Sadducees, come to the Lord with a trivial question. They think by this story to demonstrate the absurdity of the resurrection. Before giving proofs of this in the Scriptures, the Lord Jesus applies Himself to the conscience of these men and shows them that they are discussing things without knowing the Scripture, on the uncertain and always faulty basis of their own ideas. That is what so many people do today, especially those attached to sects with false and harmful teachings.
Defeated on the ground of Scripture, the enemies of the truth return to the charge (vv. 34-40). They receive in reply a judicial summing-up of the whole of the law – which condemns them without appeal. Then, in His turn, the Lord puts a question to His interrogators, which silences them. Rejected now He who is at the same time the Son and the Lord of David is going to occupy a glorious place. And those who, one way or another, choose to remain His enemies will find themselves in the place that is reserved for them – the footstool (v. 44). It is always sad to see people so determined to have their own way that they refuse to bend before the very clearest of Bible teaching (2 Tim. 3:8).


August 16

Matthew 23:1-22

1Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,2Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:3All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.4For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.5But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments,6And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,7And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.8But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.9And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.10Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.11But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.12And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.13But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.14Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.15Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.16Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!17Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold?18And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty.19Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?20Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.21And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein.22And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.


The Lord Jesus, who has foiled all the attacks of the religious leaders, now puts the disciples and the multitudes on their guard against such men. That which they said ought to be done was in the main excellent; unfortunately, what they did was very different indeed (see Matt. 21:30). We who have learnt so many Scripture truths and are very well able to remind others of them at the right moment, are we sure about putting them into practice ourselves? (John 13:17; Rom. 2:17 . . .).
What a contrast between these leaders and Christ, the only true Leader! (vv. 8, 10). They approved the law; He fulfilled it (Matt. 5:17). They loaded others with "heavy burdens and grievous to be borne" (v. 4); He called those who were weary and heavy laden, to give them rest (Matt. 11:28). They chose the chief place (v. 6); He, from the manger to the cross, always took the lowest place. He was Servant before being Leader (v. 11). No one will be more exalted than He, for no one has ever been more truly abased. But as for these scribes and Pharisees who sought their own glory, they will go to their own place of ruin and destruction. Instead of the blessings (Beatitudes) He pronounced at the beginning of His ministry, "Woe" is the terrible expression the Saviour must now utter seven times against these men who bear such heavy responsibility.



August 17

Matthew 23:23-39

23Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.24Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.25Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.26Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.27Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.28Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.29Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous,30And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.31Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.32Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.33Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?34Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:35That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.36Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!38Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.39For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.


In these strong terms the Lord solemnly condemns those who might be called the "clergy" in Israel. They were doubly guilty, these blind guides who not only failed to enter the kingdom of heaven themselves, but abused their position of authority by preventing others from entering (v. 13). Punctilious in small things, they neglected the principal matters: judgment, mercy and faith (v. 23). Besides all that, their hypocritical mask deceived those simple folk who put their confidence in them. The Lord Jesus, filled with indignation, uncovers their true image: they are "whited sepulchres" (inwardly dead), "serpents", murderers, sons of murderers.
Before departing from the temple and leaving desolate the house where God no longer had His place, the Lord Jesus expresses Himself in deeply moving terms as to the judgment which would fall on Jerusalem. We can understand a little what it must have been to His heart so divinely sensitive to the scornful rejection of the grace offered. "And ye would not!" (Matt. 22:3; Hosea 11:7). Overwhelming words! What person among those who will one day have to hear them will be able to put the blame on God for his eternal distress? Salvation in Christ has been offered him. And he would not have it.


August 18

Matthew 24:1-14

1And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.2And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.3And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?4And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.5For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.6And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.7For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.8All these are the beginning of sorrows.9Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.10And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.11And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.12And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.14And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.


The disciples try to get the Lord to share their pride in the temple, which seems to hold out against time – but which is soon to be destroyed. And so, taking them aside, He expounds to them in ch. 24, 25 the succession of prophetic events. Before replying one at a time to their three questions (when shall these things be? vv. 15-28; what shall be the sign of His coming? vv. 29-31; what shall be the sign of the end of the age? vv. 32-51), the Lord begins by speaking to their conscience (v. 4). Truth should always have a moral effect: e.g. increasing the fear of God or love for the Lord. Without this, it only satisfies curiosity, and the conscience is hardened. Here it is a question of the disciples taking heed. They are still "little children" in the faith. They know the Father whom the Lord Jesus has revealed to them (Matt. 11:27). But they are not yet armed against those whom 1 John 2:18 (see also v. 13) calls "many antichrists", in other words the teachers of various errors, and they need to be warned. Satan tries to seduce them by means of counterfeits (2 Thess. 2:9-16). Being forewarned as we are, let us not be troubled (v. 6). And let us watch that our love for God and for our brethren does not grow cold.


August 19

Matthew 24:15-31

15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)16Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:17Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:18Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.19And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!20But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:21For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.22And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.23Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.24For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.25Behold, I have told you before.26Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not.27For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.28For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.29Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.31And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.


The events foretold in these verses concern Israel and will not take place until after the rapture of the Church. But in order to show that they are the consequences of His rejection in the preceding chapters, the Lord speaks to His disciples as if their generation had to pass through this terrible time. In reality, when in the future day the Antichrist seduces the nations, defiles the temple (v. 15) and persecutes the faithful (v. 16 . . .), Christians of this present dispensation will no longer be on the earth. So all the warnings and exhortations given here do not directly concern us. But the Lord Jesus Himself is greatly concerned in these circumstances which precede His coming in glory (v. 30). And He thinks with the greatest sympathy of the faithful who will suffer at that time. He assumes also that those whom He calls His friends share that interest and sympathy (John 15:15). Telling us about it in advance (v. 25) shows on His part a mark of great confidence and love (cf. Gen. 18:17). Is that not a sufficient reason for seeking to understand these prophetic truths? And, moreover, it is a source of profitable exhortation in every age for all the Lord's witnesses – exhortations such as: endure (v. 13); pray (v. 20); watch (v. 42).


August 20

Matthew 24:32-51

32Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:33So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.34Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.35Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.36But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.37But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.38For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,39And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.40Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.41Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.42Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.43But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.44Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.45Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?46Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.47Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.48But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;49And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;50The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,51And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


The Lord interrupts His prophetic discourse to exhort His own to watchfulness and to service. Judgment is going to fall suddenly on the world. It will strike unbelievers and mockers. It will equally extend to the indifferent, the undecided, the children of Christians who are not at the same time true children of God. Perhaps that is the case with you? "Therefore be ye also ready," says the Lord to each one (v. 44). In v. 45 a lovely field of service is put before those who have been chosen: to distribute among others the nourishment of the Word (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 1:12). There are two conditions to be fulfilled: faithfulness in getting to know this Word and not departing from it; wisdom in applying it to the needs and circumstances of others. But in the great house of Christendom, bad servants are also to be found. They have harshly ruled over souls; they have been drunk with the pleasures of the world (cf. 1 Thess. 5:7). The reason for their behaviour is that in their inmost being they do not believe in the return of the Master. The servant of Christ can only be faithful and wise in keeping this precious secret: each day he is waiting for the Lord. "My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning" exclaims the author of Psalm 130.


August 21

Matthew 25:1-13

1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.2And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.3They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.5While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.6And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.9But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.12But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.


According to eastern custom, a bridegroom arriving at night for his nuptial feast was lighted on his way and escorted by virgins, the friends of the bride (today we would call them bridesmaids; cf. Ps. 45:9, 54). The Lord uses this touching illustration to show us the way in which we should wait for Him, the heavenly Bridegroom. Alas! Christians generally have grown weary of this period of waiting. Spiritual sleep has taken possession of them and has lasted for many centuries. It was necessary, at a recent time in the Church's history, that the call (how rightly named), the midnight cry should be sounded out, "Behold the bridegroom! . . ." The Lord cometh! In consequence a distinction appears: the wise virgins have oil in their lamps, just as the true believers are ready for the Master's coming, and their light – the Holy Spirit – can shine out in the night of this world's darkness. Others, like the foolish virgins, will have made some profession of awaiting the Lord but without possession of life from Him. It was a sad mistake for them to bear the lovely name of Christian – a terrible illusion, and no less terrible the awakening!
Oh! let each one ask him or herself while there is still time: "Is there oil in my lamp? Am I ready for His return?" (Rom. 8:9 end).


August 22

Matthew 25:14-30

14For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.15And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.16Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.17And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.18But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.19After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.20And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.21His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.22He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.23His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.24Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:25And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.26His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:27Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.28Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.29For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.30And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


The parable of the ten virgins was on the theme of waiting for the Lord. That of the talents looks at the theme of service. The life of the Christian after conversion displays this twofold character: "to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven" (1 Thess. 1:9-10). Now, waiting for the Lord does not mean folding our arms until the moment He comes. On the contrary each redeemed one has the privilege of being able to work for Him. For this purpose he has received a certain number of talents which he is responsible to use for bearing fruit: health, memory, intelligence, leisure, material goods . . . Above all he possesses the divine Word, and the knowledge that goes with it (1 Cor. 2:12). Dear friends, even when we are saved, it is possible for us to be in some way like the wicked servant. Are we sure we have not acted in a selfish, lazy or thoroughly dishonest manner and in this way buried one or other of these talents which belong to the Master? Yes indeed, what shall we have to render to Him when He comes? Will He allow us to enter into His joy, the joy of work which is completed and love which is satisfied? This joy was also "before Him" (Heb. 12:2). The reward, let us notice, is the same for the first two servants. What is of value to the Lord is not so much a question of results as of faithfulness.


August 23

Matthew 25:31-46

31When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:32And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:33And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.34Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:35For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.37Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?38When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.41Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:42For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:43I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.44Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?45Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.46And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.


V. 31 takes up again the subject of prophecy from the moment where it was left in Matt. 24:30-31, that is to say, the coming of the Lord in glory for His earthly people. For those of the "nations" on the earth at that time (v. 32) the day will be one of reward or punishment. And what will differentiate between them will be the way in which they have received the King's ambassadors (His brethren – here the Jews – v. 40) when the latter were proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 24:14).
Some have sought to make use of this parable to support the doctrine of salvation by works. But it is clear that here we are outside the Church period and, strictly speaking, the Christian faith.
In any case, leaving aside the question of salvation, the King's declaration is full of instruction for us Christians. If the Lord Jesus were on the earth today, how readily would we receive and serve Him, in short, comply with His slightest wishes. Ah well! we have such opportunities every day! Gifts, hospitality, visiting, all that we do in love for some one, everything should be first of all for Him (cf. John 13:20; 1 Cor. 12:12). Conversely, in the things we fail to do, we are failing the Lord.


August 24

Matthew 26:1-16

1And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples,2Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.3Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas,4And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him.5But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people.6Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,7There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.8But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste?9For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.10When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.11For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always.12For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.13Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.14Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,15And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.16And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.


The Lord has come to the end of His teaching. Now the final events are about to be accomplished. While at Jerusalem the plotting of wicked men is being hatched (vv. 3-5), a very different scene is being unfolded at Bethany. Rejected and hated by the great ones of His people, the Lord Jesus finds among His humble followers the welcome, the love and the worship which was due to Him. Having no further place in the temple, He is received in the house of Simon the leper. Royal honours have been denied Him, but ointment of great price is poured on His head, figurative of the royal unction. This woman discerns and honours the Messiah of Israel. "While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof" (Cant. 1:12). The Lord is the only one to understand and appreciate her act. But what does that matter! From the moment that He finds pleasure in it, nobody has the right to trouble this woman. Again we pass on in v. 14 to a scene of darkness. The traitor Judas, who too had just smelled the odour of the ointment, commits his act of betrayal and receives his wages: thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave. But the prophet Zechariah calls it, not without a trace of irony, a goodly price, because it is the sum at which the Son of God was to be valued (Zech. 11:13).


August 25

Matthew 26:17-30

17Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?18And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the passover at thy house with my disciples.19And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover.20Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.21And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.22And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?23And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me.24The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.25Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said.26And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.27And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;28For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.29But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.30And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.


We can imagine what were the feelings of the Lord while eating this passover with His disciples. It was the picture of that which He Himself was going to be the reality. In a very short time, the Passover Lamb would be sacrificed (1 Cor. 5:7). But there remained for Him first to give His disciples a very special token of His love. Every year, since that great night of the exodus, the Passover proclaimed in type a work that was still to come. From henceforth the supper will recall to the believer on the first day of each week that this work is finished. Every time we celebrate it we announce the death of the Lord until He come (1 Cor. 11:26).
After having distributed the loaf to them, the Lord Jesus also gives the cup to His own, saying to them: "Drink ye all of it." Yes, He wants each one of them to share with Him in this feast of love (except Judas who had gone out: John 13:30). Are they worthy of it? Peter is going to deny Him; all the others will forsake Him and flee. Despite that, the Lord Jesus says to them — and still says to His redeemed ones "Drink ye all of it." Then He reveals to them the inestimable value of His blood which will be "shed for many for the remission of sins." Reader, are you among this "many"? If so, what is your response to the desire of the Lord Jesus? (cf. Ps. 116:12-14).


August 26

Matthew 26:31-46

31Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.32But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.33Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.34Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.35Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.36Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.37And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.38Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.39And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.40And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?41Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.42He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.43And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy.44And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.45Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.46Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.


Full of confidence in himself, Peter has declared himself ready to die with the Lord. He will not get very far on that way, as we shall see.
Then the Lord Jesus, having enjoined on His disciples to watch and pray with Him, proceeds alone in the garden, where He was to give the supreme proof of His devotion to the Father's will. This will, which had never ceased to be the Son's delight to accomplish, now involves a twofold, terrible necessity: the forsaking of God, infinitely sad for the heart of His Beloved; and the sin which He had to bear, with death as its wages — the deepest anguish for the perfect Man. So sadness and anguish entered deep into His soul (v. 37). Ah! He realises all that this terrible way of the cross means, with Satan at this very moment still making every effort to turn Him away from it. But He accepts the cup from the hand of His Father: "Thy will be done"!
In His grace, God has allowed us to be present as it were, at this ordeal of the Saviour in Gethsemane, to hear His urgent and heartbreaking prayer. May He keep us from being like His three disciples — those in that most intimate circle — from having hearts drowsy and indifferent to His suffering. Rather may our souls, as we think of it, be filled with gratitude and adoration.


August 27

Matthew 26:47-58

47And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people.48Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.49And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him.50And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.51And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear.52Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.53Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?54But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?55In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me.56But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.57And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.58But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end.


One disciple had not slept like the others. It was Judas. Here he is at the head of a threatening band come to take the Lord Jesus away. And how does this despicable man point out his Master? — by a kiss, loaded with hypocrisy. "Friend," — the Saviour replies to him — "wherefore art thou come?" What a final question calculated gently to probe the soul of the unfortunate Judas. But from this point it is too late for the "son of perdition" (John 17:12). These arrows for the conscience (see also v. 55) are the only defensive acts of the One who gives Himself up. The twelve may fail, but at the same moment more than twelve legions of angels are armed and on the alert, so to speak, ready to intervene at the request of the Father. All the mighty power of God is at Christ's disposal if He wishes to avail Himself of it. But His hour has come. Far from hiding away or defending Himself, on the contrary, He restrains the arm of His over-impulsive disciple, the one who a few moments later shows the real measure of his courage by fleeing with his companions!
But already, in the palace of the high priest, the scribes and elders are gathered together in the middle of the night to carry out the supreme act of injustice (Ps. 94:21).


August 28

Matthew 26:59-75

59Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;60But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses,61And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.62And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?63But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.64Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.65Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.66What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.67Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands,68Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?69Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.70But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.71And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.72And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.73And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.74Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.75And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.


The rulers of the people hold the Lord Jesus in their power, but they lack a plausible charge on which to secure his condemnation. For the perfect Man gives them no basis for their accusations. They are reduced to seeking "false witnesses" against Him (Ps. 27:12; Ps. 35:11,12). And even these are difficult to find, for there still has to be shown some semblance of rectitude. At last two false witnesses come forward with some words that they have twisted (cf. v. 61 with John 2:19). But what serves as a pretext to condemn the Lord Jesus is His solemn declaration that He is the Son of God, about to come in power and glory! The sentence of death is pronounced. And immediately the brutality and cowardly behaviour of men is given full rein (vv. 67, 68). The first part of that which the Saviour had more than once made known to His own is fulfilled (Matt. 16:21; Matt. 17:22; Matt. 20:18-19).
For Peter also the hour is a gloomy one, but for a very different reason. Satan, who has not been able to shake the Master, is going to stumble the disciple. Three times poor Peter denies the One for whom he had declared he was ready to die. He goes as far as using strong language in order to deceive. Earlier on, without his being aware of it, his manner of speaking had marked him out as a disciple of the Lord Jesus.


August 29

Matthew 27:1-18

1When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:2And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.3Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,4Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.5And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.6And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.7And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in.8Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.9Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value;10And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.11And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.12And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.13Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?14And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.15Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would.16And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.17Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?18For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.


The day dawns – a day of which there had never been the like in the history of the world and in eternity! The first rays of morning light find the chief priests and the elders planning out the sentence of death which they had decided on earlier. But somebody pays them a visit. They know him well: it is the traitor, thanks to whom they have secured the end they sought. What does he want? Judas affirms the innocence of his Master, brings back the money, and expresses his remorse. "That is your affair," reply the others, without the least compassion. Then the wretched man goes off and hangs himself, losing not only his life, but his soul, and even the money for which he had sold it! The priests, who had no scruples about buying innocent blood, do have some scruples when it is a question of putting the money into the temple treasury!
The Lord Jesus has been led before Pilate, the governor. It might have been thought easy for Him to get some backing from the Roman judge against the hatred of His people. But the Lord keeps silence; except, however, to acknowledge His title as King of the Jews. "As a sheep before her shearers is dumb so He openeth not His mouth" (Isa. 53:7; cf. v. 12, 14; Matt. 26:63).


August 30

Matthew 27:19-31

19When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.20But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.21The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas.22Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.23And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified.24When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.25Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children.26Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers.28And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.29And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!30And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head.31And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him.


Great is the perplexity of Pilate facing the Accused whom the chief priests have brought before him. Never had there been a man like this before him. A twofold witness, his wife (v. 19) and his conscience (v. 24), bring home to him the conviction that he has to do with a righteous man. Moreover, he knows the perversity of those who have brought Him through envy (v. 18). What can he do? Certainly, if he condemns Him, he is committing an unjust act. But if he frees Him, his popularity will surely suffer for it. In the symbolic washing of his hands (but not his conscience) he throws the responsibility back on the people, who accept it with closed eyes. Behind the crowd impelled by the basest instincts, and behind the leaders who stir them up, Satan pursues his work of devilish hatred. God however also pursues His own work – absolute grace and salvation.
Now the Lord Jesus is in the hands of the common soldiers. They put on Him a pretence of royal clothing, to mock Him before leading Him off for execution. But one day, in the sight of all, the Lord will appear in all His majesty as the King of kings and His powerful hand, the hand which then held a reed, will be raised in judgment against His enemies (cf. v. 29 with Ps. 21:3, 5, 8).


August 31

Matthew 27:32-49

32And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross.33And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull,34They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.35And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.36And sitting down they watched him there;37And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.38Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left.39And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads,40And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.41Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said,42He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.43He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.44The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth.45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?47Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias.48And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink.49The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.


The Lord Jesus is led from the judgment hall to Calvary. Simon the Cyrenian is compelled to bear His cross. But He is going to charge Himself voluntarily with an incomparably heavier burden: the burden of sin which no one could take in His place. He is crucified between two malefactors. "His accusation written" above the cross actually accuses the people who crucify their King. The description is given briefly, without the details which human writers would certainly have added to touch our feelings. Meanwhile, behind the sober language of the Spirit, we realise that no manner of suffering was spared our beloved Saviour – physical suffering, but above all untold moral suffering. The mockers are there: they taunt the Lord Jesus, challenging Him to save Himself (v. 40). (But if He remains on the cross, that is precisely because He was to save others). They provoke God, raising doubts as to His love for Christ, who feels deeply this outrage (v. 43; Ps. 69:9). Above all, the suffering of sufferings for Him is the forsaking during the three hours. During that time God turned away His face, when the Lord Jesus was made a curse, making atonement for my sins and yours, and when His infinitely tender heart under this momentary weight, bore the eternal burden of our chastisement.



September 1

Matthew 27:50-66

50Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.51And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;52And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,53And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.54Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.55And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:56Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children.57When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple:58He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.59And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,60And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.61And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.62Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,63Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.64Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.65Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.66So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.


The work of atonement is completed; the victory is secured. It is with a mighty shout of triumph that Christ enters into death. God also gives other proofs of this victory: He rends the veil of the temple, consecrating "a new and living way" by which man will henceforth be able to enter into His presence with perfect liberty (Heb. 10:19-21). He opens the graves, and vanquished death must yield up some of its captives.
Then God sees to the honour of His Son. In accordance with prophecy, the Lord Jesus occupies the tomb of a rich man who, in pious concern, has attended to His burial (Isa. 53:9). Some women, whose devotion is recalled, are present during the whole of this scene. Love buries the One whom hate has crucified. From the beginning to the end of this gospel this hatred by man has pursued its relentless course against the Lord Jesus. While yet in His cradle, this hatred was seen in Herod. It pursued Him even to the tomb, which the Jewish leaders took pains to guard and seal. But the soldiers, the seal, the stone are useless precautions; they only serve to demonstrate in the most striking way the reality of the resurrection.
There is a sad detail here: the enemies of the Lord remember something which His own disciples have forgotten! (v. 63).


September 2

Matthew 28:1-20

1In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.2And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.3His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:4And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.5And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.6He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.7And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.8And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.9And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.10Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.11Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done.12And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers,13Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept.14And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and secure you.15So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.16Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.17And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.


It is the triumphant morning of the resurrection. By it, God renders striking testimony to the perfection of the Victim, and to the complete satisfaction He finds in the work accomplished. The guards stationed at the sepulchre, far from being able to resist the prestigious event, are themselves the reluctant witnesses of it . . . and are terrified (Ps. 48:5). But the priests, thoroughly hardened, stifle the conscience of these men, just as previously they stifled that of Judas.
The women at the tomb receive the angel's message. With hearts filled at the same time with fear and joy, they hurry to spread the news. Then they meet the Lord Himself.
Afterwards the Lord Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples, at the meeting place He appointed for them in Galilee. He gives them their orders (vv. 19, 20), a mission the more important in that it is the last wish of the One who has entrusted it to them. Let us not forget that we too have our responsibility on the one hand as witnesses of the gospel and on the other hand to keep that which He has commanded us in His Word (v. 20). But the Lord Jesus also gives a promise to His disciples. It has never failed, and will never fail any day for any believer. "I am with you alway". So finishes, as it began, the gospel of Emmanuel: God with us (Matt. 1:23).


September 3

Jeremiah 1:1-19

1The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:2To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.3It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.4Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,5Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.6Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.7But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.8Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.9Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.10See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.11Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree.12Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.13And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north.14Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land.15For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah.16And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.17Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.18For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.19And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.


The book of Jeremiah takes us back to the time of the last kings of Judah before the captivity. The emergence of a prophet is always an indication of the low state of the children of Israel, but it is also evidence of the grace of God. Before his birth, this young priest had been set apart by the LORD for the service to which he was destined (cf. Gal. 1:15). Shy as he is, Jeremiah begins by resisting God's call: "I am a child". "Do not speak so," the LORD replies. "What do your qualifications matter, seeing that you are to say and do nothing but that which I command you." This thought is expressed in the words of the hymn:
"Let us our feebleness recline,
On that eternal love of Thine."
The one who is powerless without Him can do everything in His goodness.
To encourage His young messenger, God gives him two remarkable visions. The almond rod ("the tree which watches") reminds us of Aaron's rod, which previously had budded, flowered and brought forth almonds (Num. 17:8) and confirms the intentions of the vigilant and faithful God. It was necessary then for Jeremiah to hasten and warn the people and urge them to repent, for the seething pot proclaims the imminent threat of enemies coming down from the north. A difficult task indeed! But Jeremiah receives strength from above (v. 18) with the promise "I am with thee" (v. 19; see also Jer. 15:20).


September 4

Jeremiah 2:1-18

1Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,2Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown.3Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.4Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel:5Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?6Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt?7And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination.8The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.9Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children's children will I plead.10For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing.11Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit.12Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD.13For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.14Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?15The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant.16Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head.17Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way?18And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?


The first words which the LORD puts into Jeremiah's mouth are intended to win back the hearts of His forgetful people . . . a very true picture of our own hearts! It is as if the Lord Jesus were asking us tenderly: "Do you remember the happy time which followed your conversion? How you burned then with zeal and gratitude? True, you were walking then in this world as if in a wilderness, "a land that was not sown", but then I was all sufficient for you. Even if you have forgotten that time, I have remembered it. For this warmth of your affection, this joy of your first love (Rev. 2:4) was precious to Me."
The LORD says, "My people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit" (v. 11 end of v. 8). Be honest, dear reader, you who may perhaps have got away from the Lord, has doing that brought you any profit? He is the "fountain of living waters." How foolish to leave Him to hew out "broken cisterns, that can hold no water" or to go and drink from the rivers of Egypt and Assyria, typical of the world (v. 8)! For "whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again" but he who drinks of the water that the Lord Jesus gives, "shall never thirst for ever" (John 4:10, 13-14 JND translation).


September 5

Jeremiah 2:19-37

19Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.20For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot.21Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?22For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD.23How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways;24A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her.25Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.26As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets,27Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us.28But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.29Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD.30In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion.31O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee?32Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.33Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways.34Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these.35Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned.36Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria.37Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them.


Leaving our first love is always the beginning – though we may not realise it at first – of many other evils. God had called Israel out of Egypt to serve Him (Ex. 4:23) and here the people brazenly say to Him: "I will not serve" (v. 20 JND trans.; cf. Nehemiah 3:5, the example of the Tekoite nobles). Sadly it is also the reply of many Christians to the One who has saved them, even if they dare not say so out loud! We can assure them that they are deceiving themselves. For it is impossible not to serve any master at all. Refusal to yield obedience to the Lord lets us fall into the slavery of idol worship (v. 28).
Going even further in their rebellion against the LORD these wicked people have deliberately turned their backs on Him (v. 27). With unspeakable ingratitude they have forgotten the One who has done them nothing but good (v. 32). Poor people! God seeks to open their eyes. He invites them to return to Him and to consider the wandering ways which lay behind them (v. 23; see Jer. 14:10). Dear Christian friends, we sometimes need to consider our own ways. How many wrong steps, how many detours, how many dead ends we have encountered in our wanderings, because we did not want to follow the right and plain path of the Lord's will for us!


September 6

Jeremiah 3:11-25; Jeremiah 4:1-2

11And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.12Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever.13Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD.14Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:15And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.16And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.17At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.18In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.19But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.20Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD.21A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God.22Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.23Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.24For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.25We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.
1If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove.2And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.


This ch. 3 compares Israel to an unfaithful wife, who has forgotten the bonds which united her to the LORD, her Husband. And in this way of iniquity Judah went even further than the ten tribes of Israel, adding to their unfaithfulness treachery, that is to say treason, all the worse because of their hypocrisy. Yet historically we are in the reign of the good king Josiah. But the heart of the people has not truly followed the king in the revival in which he had given the lead (see v. 10; 2 Chron. 34:33). Judah had made a show of returning to the LORD. Such is her treachery, worse in the eyes of God than plain, simple departure from Him.
How moving are these appeals! "Return . . . return unto me"; "turn, O backsliding children"; "for I am merciful"; "I will heal you" (vv. 12, 14, 22; Jer. 4:1). But how much time, how many centuries are included in the brief statements of v. 22, between the time of God's appeal and the nation's response! God is still waiting for this reply from Israel!
"I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ", is how Paul writes to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 11:2). Such a relationship with the Lord implies undivided hearts. Blessed with greater privileges than Israel, the Church, the Bride of Christ, object of such great love, is all the more responsible to keep her affections for Him.


September 7

Jeremiah 5:1-6; 20-31

1Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.2And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely.3O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return.4Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God.5I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.6Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased.
20Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying,21Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not:22Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?23But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone.24Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.25Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.26For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men.27As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich.28They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge.29Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?30A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land;31The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?


In spite of many fine professions of faith, it was difficult to find anyone who did what was right, who sought for truth in Jerusalem (v. 1; Ezek. 22:30). The God of mercy would be ready to pardon the guilty city if only one righteous man could be found (v. 1; cf. Gen. 18:23 . . .). Sadly this faithfulness, so pleasing to God, was not to be found either among the common folk or among the noble ones, who were better taught, and therefore the more responsible (cf. Ps. 62:9). The end of the chapter shows this, as does the whole story of Jeremiah. "These are poor; they are foolish" (v. 4). This might equally be said of the many people who in this our day are going on heedless to perdition.
In vain has the LORD chastised His people. "They have not grieved . . . they have refused to receive correction . . . they have refused to return" (v. 3; Zeph. 3:2). What can a doctor do when his sick patient refuses to take his medicine on the pretext that he is not suffering? May we never shirk this needed correction. May we keep our consciences very sensitive to what the Lord wants to say to us; otherwise "what will ye do in the end?" asks the prophet (v. 31).


September 8

Jeremiah 6:16-30

16Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.17Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.18Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them.19Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.20To what purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me.21Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will lay stumblingblocks before this people, and the fathers and the sons together shall fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend shall perish.22Thus saith the LORD, Behold, a people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides of the earth.23They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice roareth like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O daughter of Zion.24We have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in travail.25Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side.26O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us.27I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try their way.28They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters.29The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are not plucked away.30Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejected them.


Gradually the prophet changes his tone. After the accents of divine love there now follow those of anger. The LORD gets ready to "visit" His people in judgment (vv. 6, 15; Isa. 10:3). He will make use of an enemy coming from the north (v. 22) as was predicted by the seething pot of ch. 1, ready to pour out its fearful contents and overflow the land of Israel. But a fresh appeal of grace comes in between the chastisements. Listen to it; it is addressed to each one of us: "Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls" (v. 16; Jer. 7:23). These old paths of faithfulness and of separation from the world are not the easiest ones to follow. But they are the trustworthy paths of the past, laid out and tested by those who have gone before us. Let us refuse the broader and pleasanter roads which present themselves to us. Let us carefully seek out again this "good way", these "paths of righteousness" (Ps. 23:3) and truth in our guide book, the Word of God. And let us walk in them!


September 9

Jeremiah 7:1-20

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,2Stand in the gate of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD.3Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.4Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these.5For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour;6If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt:7Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.8Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit.9Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not;10And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations?11Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.12But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel.13And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not;14Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.15And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.16Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.17Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?18The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.19Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces?20Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched.


The LORD sends Jeremiah to the gate of the temple to preach a stern message. For, in spite of their rebellious state, the people of Jerusalem were loudly boasting that they possessed "the temple of the LORD," and were continuing to worship there, though only in a purely formal way. What inconsistency! What was the value of this temple if it was not in "the One who dwelt there"? (Matt. 23:21). Yet they were denying Him by their evil deeds, of which v. 9 gives us a terrible list. They trod under foot practically the whole of God's law, at the same time unashamedly presenting themselves before Him in His house (v. 10). They made this a den of robbers (v. 11, quoted by the Lord), defiling it with their abominable practices (v. 10). Christian profession today offers the same double standard: respect for outward forms, but a tragic absence of inner life (Rev. 3:1). And each of us, if we do not keep watch, is exposed to this danger: to be satisfied with the form of godliness but to deny its power . . . which is love for the Lord (2 Tim. 3:5). God wants reality in our lives. It is an insult to talk of relationship with Him if we have not first separated from evil.
For a long time the LORD has spoken, and the people have refused to listen. Now it is He who refuses to listen, even to the prayer of His prophet (v. 16).


September 10

Jeremiah 8:1-22

1At that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves:2And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth.3And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, which remain in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts.4Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and not return?5Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return.6I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle.7Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD.8How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain.9The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?10Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.11For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.12Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD.13I will surely consume them, saith the LORD: there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them.14Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be silent there: for the LORD our God hath put us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD.15We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!16The snorting of his horses was heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it; the city, and those that dwell therein.17For, behold, I will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith the LORD.18When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me.19Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities?20The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.21For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me.22Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?


In Jer. 5:3, we saw that Israel no longer even felt the corrective blows with which the LORD had had to inflict them. Here we see His responsible people healing their own hurts "slightly" and pretending to enjoy the peace which God could not give them (v. 11; Jer. 6:14). Yet the balm in Gilead (grace) was available for them as was the faithful Physician who knew how to administer it (v. 22; cf Matthew 9:12). There is a lesson here for the believer whom God disciplines. If we accept from the Lord's hand the trials which are necessary for us, let us also allow Him to bind up the wounds Himself which He has permitted (Job 5:18). Let us not seek to heal them superficially by our own resources.
The prophet adds in v. 12: "they were not at all ashamed" – that is the peculiar characteristic of a hardened conscience (Zeph. 3:5). Complete indifference as to the evil they had committed characterises this poor people.
V. 20 can perhaps be stressed in this beginning of the month of September, when the harvests are nearing completion, when summer has ended. There is a favourable time for being saved: it is today. Soon the Lord is going to gather in the ripe fruits of the great harvest of souls. Then the summer will have ended. What a terrible awakening for those who will have to say, "We are not saved"!


September 11

Jeremiah 9:1-9, 17-26

1Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!2Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.3And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD.4Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders.5And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity.6Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD.7Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my people?8Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait.9Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?
17Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come:18And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters.19For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out.20Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation.21For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men from the streets.22Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them.23Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:24But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.25Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised;26Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.


Just as in Jeremiah's time, the people of God have many among them in our day who are "hurt" (Jer. 8:21). If we know of such, let us bring them to the great Physician, who has power to heal them (Jer. 8:22).
Ch. 9 expresses the unspeakable anguish of the prophet. Having to address the people severely does not prevent him from being extremely pained by what he has to say. He certainly grieves when reflecting on the condition of Israel and on the punishment which hangs over them, but he grieves especially because of the dishonour brought to the LORD's name. If we loved the Lord Jesus more, we should feel a greater degree of sadness when we see the ingratitude and indifference which so often is man's response to His love.
Let us meditate on the important vv. 23, 24 (quoted in 1 Corinthians 1:31). It is in the nature of each one of us to be proud of what we can do and to boast about what we possess. The sportsman will make much of his agility, his strength and his records; the good pupil of his academic successes; the motorist of his car, more powerful than his neighbour's. Well, the only thing in which God allows us to glorify is in knowing Him (Ps. 20:7; 2 Cor. 10:17). Do we appreciate to the full our relationship with the Lord Jesus? Or are we sometimes ashamed of it?


September 12

Jeremiah 10:1-25

1Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel:2Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.3For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe.4They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.5They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.6Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in might.7Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee.8But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities.9Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work of cunning men.10But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.11Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens.12He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion.13When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.14Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them.15They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.16The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The LORD of hosts is his name.17Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress.18For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress them, that they may find it so.19Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it.20My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains.21For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.22Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the north country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of dragons.23O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.24O LORD, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing.25Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate.


If there is an old and a good way for us to enquire about (Jer. 6:16), there is also another which we must guard ourselves from becoming involved in (v. 2): the way of the heathen, in other words the world. All our contacts with the world tend to imprint on us its ways of living and thinking. Clearly we cannot avoid these contacts, and some of us are particularly exposed to them because of our work. Nevertheless, let us not be too curious about or interested in the things that are in the world (Rom. 16:19). The example of Dinah in Genesis 34:1 is a serious warning for us. Let us beware of those people, those books, which are prone to teach us about that dangerous path. We know the end to which this path leads those who follow it (Matt. 7:13). Serving idols was characteristic of the nations in Jeremiah's time (just as in the world of today). God declares His thoughts about that, and causes them to be proclaimed to the nations (v. 11) in their own language (this verse is written in Aramaic in the original).
V. 23 reminds us of a twofold truth: tomorrow is not ours to arrange (James 4:13), and we are not capable of directing our own steps. Jeremiah knew that. Have we all learned it?


September 13

Jeremiah 11:1-23

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,2Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;3And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant,4Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your God:5That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day. Then answered I, and said, So be it, O LORD.6Then the LORD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them.7For I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice.8Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart: therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do; but they did them not.9And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.10They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they went after other gods to serve them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant which I made with their fathers.11Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able to escape; and though they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them.12Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the time of their trouble.13For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal.14Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble.15What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest.16The LORD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken.17For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done against themselves to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal.18And the LORD hath given me knowledge of it, and I know it: then thou shewedst me their doings.19But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and I knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying, Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be no more remembered.20But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause.21Therefore thus saith the LORD of the men of Anathoth, that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy not in the name of the LORD, that thou die not by our hand:22Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will punish them: the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their daughters shall die by famine:23And there shall be no remnant of them: for I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even the year of their visitation.


During the reign of Josiah, Hilkiah the priest (some maintain that he was the father of Jeremiah: see Jer. 1:1) had re-discovered the book of the law during the work of restoration of the temple (2 Chron. 34:14). This book included Deuteronomy, where all the consequences of failure to observe the covenant were announced in the solemn Deuteronomy 28 (see in particular v. 64). Greatly perturbed, Josiah had taken steps, in the name of the people, to renew their covenant (2 Kings 22:8 . . .; 2 Kings 23:1-3). Now our chapter shows us how this covenant has been broken more than ever! There is no further remedy (2 Chron. 36:16). Henceforth God shuts His ears to their prayers and He commands the prophet not to intercede for the people any more (v. 14; Jer. 7:16).
Jeremiah is the representative of a faithful and persecuted remnant. But in him we see in type the Lamb, full of tenderness, yet the target of those who conspired to destroy him, "the tree with the fruit" in order "that His name may be no more remembered" (v. 19: cf. Gen. 37:18; Luke 10:3). Such was the vain intention of men, and that of Satan who inspired them. But the unchangeable purpose of God is that the lovely name of Jesus will be honoured for ever (Phil. 2:9). And we respond to this every time we break the bread and drink the cup in remembrance of Him (1 Cor. 11:25-26).


September 14

Jeremiah 12:1-17

1Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously?2Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins.3But thou, O LORD, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter.4How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our last end.5If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?6For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; yea, they have called a multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee.7I have forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage; I have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies.8Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it crieth out against me: therefore have I hated it.9Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour.10Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.11They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart.12The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wilderness: for the sword of the LORD shall devour from the one end of the land even to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have peace.13They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and they shall be ashamed of your revenues because of the fierce anger of the LORD.14Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to inherit; Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the house of Judah from among them.15And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them out I will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land.16And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, The LORD liveth; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people.17But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD.


Ch. 12 gives us a dialogue between the LORD and Jeremiah. This time it is not a matter of the prophet supplicating on behalf of Israel, but of sorrowful questions which burden his heart, and which he pours out to God in the bitterness of his soul. Men of the village of Anathoth, his fellow citizens, had gone so far as to threaten him with death if he did not shut his mouth (Jer. 11:21). V. 6 (JND trans.) tells us that even Jeremiah's own family had acted treacherously towards him and had cried out loudly against him (cf. Luke 4:24-26). There was reason enough for him to lose his courage. But the LORD understands His servant's trouble (His own people had also betrayed Him). And He explains to him what He is obliged to do: to abandon the polluted temple, to deprive Israel of their inheritance, to deliver them to their enemies (v. 7). We might well imagine how God would feel in taking such decisions. To give us some idea of the depth of His feelings, He uses a most touching expression in speaking of His people: "the dearly beloved of my soul".
The nations acted as bad neighbours; they would suffer the consequences of that. Nevertheless God still had blessings in reserve for Israel, and also for those nations, if only they would learn His ways.


September 15

Jeremiah 13:1-27

1Thus saith the LORD unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water.2So I got a girdle according to the word of the LORD, and put it on my loins.3And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying,4Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock.5So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me.6And it came to pass after many days, that the LORD said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which I commanded thee to hide there.7Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing.8Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,9Thus saith the LORD, After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem.10This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing.11For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear.12Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word; Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Every bottle shall be filled with wine: and they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled with wine?13Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings that sit upon David's throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness.14And I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them.15Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken.16Give glory to the LORD your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness.17But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD's flock is carried away captive.18Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down: for your principalities shall come down, even the crown of your glory.19The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open them: Judah shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall be wholly carried away captive.20Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the north: where is the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock?21What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for thou hast taught them to be captains, and as chief over thee: shall not sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail?22And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore come these things upon me? For the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made bare.23Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.24Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble that passeth away by the wind of the wilderness.25This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the LORD; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood.26Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy shame may appear.27I have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it once be?


The LORD gives a sign to Jerusalem: this girdle which Jeremiah must first wear around his loins; then, without ever washing it, he has to go and hide it by the river Euphrates, more than 250 miles away; finally he must go and bring it back, only to find that it is good for nothing. The LORD explains to him the spiritual meaning of all this. The girdle is an adornment; its place is to be near the heart; moreover it formed part of the clothing of the priests (Ex. 28:40; and Jeremiah was one of these). Thus God had firmly attached to Himself this people who were to enhance His glory and serve Him. But pride and the worship of idols had resulted in Jerusalem and Judah becoming just as defiled and useless as this rotten girdle. Like the girdle, they will be carried away to the banks of the Euphrates, to Babylon (v. 19), unless they humble themselves. Those in the highest positions, the king and the queen, are invited to set an example. V. 23 reminds us that sin leaves an indelible stain on man. We cannot rid ourselves of it any more than any man has the power to change the colour of his skin, or a leopard to remove its spots. But by virtue of the blood of Christ, God can take away sins and give a new heart. This is exactly what happened to an Ethiopian whose conversion is related in Acts 8.


September 16

Jeremiah 14:1-22

1The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth.2Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.3And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came to the pits, and found no water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads.4Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads.5Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass.6And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there was no grass.7O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name's sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee.8O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night?9Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not.10Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins.11Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good.12When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence.13Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.14Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.15Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.16And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them.17Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow.18If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a land that they know not.19Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!20We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned against thee.21Do not abhor us, for thy name's sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break not thy covenant with us.22Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.


God speaks to Israel, not only through the voice of Jeremiah, but also in sending them times of dearth and famine. The prophet — sadly he is the only one to do so — confesses the sins of his people, and supplicates the LORD for them. In his love for this people, he cannot bring himself not to pray any more for them. He has no valid argument to bring forward in their favour, so he asks: "Do thou it for thy name's sake" (v. 7, 20, 21; Ezek. 20:9; Dan. 9:19). This is indeed the highest possible ground on which to ask God to intervene. There may be much weakness with us. How can we invoke the mighty arm of God? There is only one plea: the name of Jesus. He Himself revealed to us the wonderful power there is available (John 15:16). The Father cannot fail to answer the prayers addressed to Him in the Name He loves. And "if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just" —towards the Lord Jesus our perfect Saviour — "to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9).
Vv. 10-19 speak of the false prophets who reassure the people with lies. They too, along with those who listen to them, will undergo the punishment which they refused to believe was coming (v. 15).


September 17

Jeremiah 15:1-21

1Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth.2And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity.3And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy.4And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem.5For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall go aside to ask how thou doest?6Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting.7And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave them of children, I will destroy my people, since they return not from their ways.8Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: I have brought upon them against the mother of the young men a spoiler at noonday: I have caused him to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the city.9She that hath borne seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone down while it was yet day: she hath been ashamed and confounded: and the residue of them will I deliver to the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD.10Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me.11The LORD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily I will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the time of affliction.12Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel?13Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, even in all thy borders.14And I will make thee to pass with thine enemies into a land which thou knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall burn upon you.15O LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy longsuffering: know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke.16Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.17I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of thy hand: for thou hast filled me with indignation.18Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?19Therefore thus saith the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them.20And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the LORD.21And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible.


Once again the LORD warns Jeremiah that He cannot accept his intercession. Even Moses and Samuel, whose lives of prayer and whose love for Israel are well known, could do nothing more in the present conditions of this wretched people (Ps. 99:6). Jeremiah is on the verge of despair (v. 10). He calls God to witness his faithfulness. "Thy words were found, and I did eat them" (v. 16; cf. Ps. 119:103). The book of the law had of course been re-discovered in the temple and the young priest had made it his delight. Children of God, may we, like Jeremiah, be able each day to find in the Bible nourishment for our souls and at the same time joy for our hearts. Paul reminded Timothy that a good minister of Jesus Christ must be nourished in the words of faith and good doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6).
The LORD encourages His faithful but fearful witness who is suffering rebuke for Him (v. 15; Psalm 69:7) and He promises to deliver him. He invites him to separate "the precious from the vile." A disciple of the Lord Jesus must have a tender conscience to discern that which is good and to practise it, to judge evil and to separate himself from it (cf. also 1 Peter 3:10-12). It is only in this way that he will be able to speak as the oracle of God (v. 19).


September 18

Jeremiah 16:1-21

1The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying,2Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place.3For thus saith the LORD concerning the sons and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, and concerning their mothers that bare them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in this land;4They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their carcases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.5For thus saith the LORD, Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan them: for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and mercies.6Both the great and the small shall die in this land: they shall not be buried, neither shall men lament for them, nor cut themselves, nor make themselves bald for them:7Neither shall men tear themselves for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither shall men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or for their mother.8Thou shalt not also go into the house of feasting, to sit with them to eat and to drink.9For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause to cease out of this place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride.10And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt shew this people all these words, and they shall say unto thee, Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God?11Then shalt thou say unto them, Because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the LORD, and have walked after other gods, and have served them, and have worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not kept my law;12And ye have done worse than your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one after the imagination of his evil heart, that they may not hearken unto me:13Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye serve other gods day and night; where I will not shew you favour.14Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;15But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers.16Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.17For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.18And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things.19O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit.20Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods?21Therefore, behold, I will this once cause them to know, I will cause them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know that my name is The LORD.


Because he himself is "precious" in the eyes of the LORD, Jeremiah has been invited to keep himself separate from that which is "vile" (Jer. 15:19), that is, from this evil people. It is impossible to be mixed up with evil and at the same time bear witness against those who practise it. God does not even permit this young man to raise a family in such a place. All this is to show clearly that he cannot have a permanent residence in Jerusalem on the eve of the judgment which threatens that city. Moreover — and this is a word to us all — Jeremiah must as a true Nazarite abstain from all participation in the feasting and merry-making of a condemned people. But that is certainly no great loss for anyone who finds his joys in the Word of his God (Jer. 15:16). The more that the Lord and His word become our delight, the less shall we desire the deceitful pleasures which the world may offer us.
Vv. 10-21 mention the following: the chastisement of the LORD on His people; the motive behind this chastisement; but also the promise of a future restoration (v. 15). The powerful intervention of the LORD by means of "fishers" and "hunters" to bring back the children of Israel will have the effect of causing Him to be recognised also by the Gentile nations (v. 19).


September 19

Jeremiah 17:1-11

1The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;2Whilst their children remember their altars and their groves by the green trees upon the high hills.3O my mountain in the field, I will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy high places for sin, throughout all thy borders.4And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever.5Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.6For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.7Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.8For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.9The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?10I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.11As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool.


In order to bring home to a man's conscience his condition as an habitual sinner, God uses different pictures in His Word: the example of the people of Israel and their moral bankruptcy; the gift of the holy law; the perfect life of Christ here below (showing up by contrast the wickedness of man); finally, as here, plain and irrefutable statements. V. 9 affirms that the heart is basically perverse and incorrigible: "deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." This judgment must be engraved deeply in our thinking. We shall thus be kept from putting even the least confidence in these poor hearts — ours no less than those of others — and we shall then spare ourselves many disappointments. Rather let us adopt v. 7: "Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD", with the happy outcome of this (cf. v. 8 with Ps. 1:3). His thirst quenched at the inexhaustible spring, such a man fears neither heat nor drought; he scarcely notices them. "Rooted . . . in Him" (Col. 2:7), he has no fear and does not cease to bear fruit for God. He experiences indeed the condition referred to by the Lord Jesus: "He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing" (John 15:5).


September 20

Jeremiah 17:12-27

12A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.13O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters.14Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou art my praise.15Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the LORD? let it come now.16As for me, I have not hastened from being a pastor to follow thee: neither have I desired the woeful day; thou knowest: that which came out of my lips was right before thee.17Be not a terror unto me: thou art my hope in the day of evil.18Let them be confounded that persecute me, but let not me be confounded: let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them with double destruction.19Thus said the LORD unto me; Go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, whereby the kings of Judah come in, and by the which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem;20And say unto them, Hear ye the word of the LORD, ye kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates:21Thus saith the LORD; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;22Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers.23But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction.24And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the LORD, to bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no work therein;25Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever.26And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house of the LORD.27But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.


Should we try to write our name in sand (v. 13), it will soon become illegible. How many senseless people there are who, without thinking of the future, seek to inscribe for themselves a name on this earth . . . which is going to pass away! Dear friend, it is in the book of life that your name must be written.
Again we find the sad declaration of Jer. 2:13: "they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters." (v. 13). In John 6:66 many of the disciples of the Lord Jesus go back and walk no more with Him, the One who in the very next chapter will reveal Himself as this fountain of living waters (John 7:37).
The prayer in v. 14 recognises that God alone can change the evil heart of man. "Heal me . . . and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved". In Jer. 31:18 Ephraim will ask in his turn: "Turn thou me, and I shall be turned." "For thou art the LORD my God", the prophet adds. In the work of our salvation everything is to the glory of God.
In the remainder of this chapter the LORD recalls His instructions on the subject of the sabbath. The law had been broken on this point, just as it had been on others (Jer. 7:9). A century later, after the return from Babylon, the faithful Nehemiah will take this teaching of vv. 21, 22 to heart (Neh. 13:15 . . .). He will remind the nobles of Judah that the evil which had come upon the people had been the consequence of the unfaithfulness of their fathers in this matter.
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Jeremiah 18:1-23

1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,2Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words.3Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.4And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.5Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,6O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.7At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it;8If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.9And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it;10If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.11Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good.12And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart.13Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ask ye now among the heathen, who hath heard such things: the virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing.14Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken?15Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up;16To make their land desolate, and a perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his head.17I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will shew them the back, and not the face, in the day of their calamity.18Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.19Give heed to me, O LORD, and hearken to the voice of them that contend with me.20Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that I stood before thee to speak good for them, and to turn away thy wrath from them.21Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour out their blood by the force of the sword; and let their wives be bereaved of their children, and be widows; and let their men be put to death; let their young men be slain by the sword in battle.22Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for they have digged a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet.23Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their counsel against me to slay me: forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their sin from thy sight, but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus with them in the time of thine anger.


A new lesson awaits Jeremiah in the house of the potter. The first vessel which he sees made is a picture of the people. Like the girdle in Jer. 13, this vessel has also been spoilt and is clearly good for nothing (v. 4; Jer 13:7). Yes, Israel, and indeed the whole of humanity is found represented here. The divine Workman has been unable to do anything with the first man, whom He made out of clay. "They are together become unprofitable . . ." (Rom. 3:12, 23). Sin has ruined and corrupted the whole of the human race. But on the potter's wheel the work is begun again: a new vessel is fashioned "as seemed good to the potter to make it". This vessel, without any defects, takes our thoughts on to the second Man, in whom God has found His pleasure. In accordance with God's counsels, Christ came to take the place of the fallen race of Adam. But from henceforth He is no longer alone. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature" (2 Cor. 5:17). By God's grace, the redeemed can in turn be "a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work" (2 Tim. 2:21; read also Eph. 2:10).
The dialogue in vv. 11, 12 confirms the desperate condition of the people and justifies their rejection, just as the marred vessel of the potter was rejected.
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Jeremiah 19:1-15

1Thus saith the LORD, Go and get a potter's earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests;2And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee,3And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle.4Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents;5They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind:6Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.7And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.8And I will make this city desolate, and an hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof.9And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them.10Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with thee,11And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no place to bury.12Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city as Tophet:13And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of Tophet, because of all the houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto other gods.14Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the court of the LORD's house; and said to all the people,15Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against it, because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words.


Jeremiah is asked by the LORD to return to the potter's house – not this time to watch him at work, but to buy an earthen bottle for himself. Afterwards, taking with him some of the elders of the people, he has to carry this vessel away into the valley of the son of Hinnom.
It was a sinister place, this valley of Hinnom (from which the word gehenna – hell-fire – comes), also called Tophet (v. 6). Human sacrifices to Baal had been offered there from the time of king Manasseh (2 Chron. 33:6; Jer. 7:31). That is why Josiah destroyed it (2 Kings 23:10). In this place, the scene of such frightful iniquities, the people must listen to the terrible words spoken at the same time that the vessel representing them is dashed to pieces. Jeremiah then returns to the temple and confirms the word of the LORD in the ears of all Jerusalem. Think of the courage he needed to condemn so publicly the conduct of the people and to tell them the irrevocable decision of the LORD concerning them. It may happen at times that we find ourselves isolated in hostile surroundings where we have to bear testimony through our deeds and words. Let us ask the Lord to give us the same boldness.
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Jeremiah 20:1-18

1Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things.2Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.3And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD hath not called thy name Pashur, but Magor-missabib.4For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword.5Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon.6And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies.7O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me.8For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily.9Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.10For I heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him.11But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten.12But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause.13Sing unto the LORD, praise ye the LORD: for he hath delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers.14Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare me be blessed.15Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him very glad.16And let that man be as the cities which the LORD overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear the cry in the morning, and the shouting at noontide;17Because he slew me not from the womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb to be always great with me.18Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?


Telling the world the truth about their condition immediately attracts their hatred. The prophet has this painful experience. The plots we saw hatched against him in Jer. 11:19; Jer. 18:18 now come to fruition. Jeremiah is beaten and tortured by Pashur. Who was this man? He was one of the foremost of the priests (v. 1), and in addition one of those lying prophets (v. 6; Jer. 14:14) who, unlike Jeremiah, fully enjoyed the people's favour. This man must, in his turn, hear a truthful prophecy pronounced against himself.
Jeremiah reminds us of the exhortation in James 5:10. He is a type of the Lord Jesus. Alone he proclaimed the truth, hated and smitten because of it (and that by one of the priests). An object of "derision" (v. 8) and shame, the word of his God is in him "as a burning fire" (v. 9). He is constrained by the love he bears to the LORD and His people. In spite of that Jeremiah is far from being like the perfect Example! He expresses bitterness and, like Job (Job 3:1), he curses the day he was born. Grace towards his enemies was not to be seen in him.
Reader, may we ask one question? Have you really been apprehended by the Lord? Has He been the stronger and prevailed? (v. 7; cf. Phil. 3:12).
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Jeremiah 21:1-14

1The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,2Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us.3Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:4Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this city.5And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath.6And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence.7And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy.8And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death.9He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey.10For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.11And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD;12O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.13Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LORD; which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations?14But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it.


The prophecies of Jeremiah are not recorded in the order in which they were pronounced. The one in this chapter takes us back to the time of the last king of Judah. On being attacked by his formidable neighbour, Nebuchadnezzar, king Zedekiah sent two messengers to the prophet to beg him to inquire of the LORD. In fact, this was the very best thing that he could do. But in reality, he and his people were seeking deliverance without prior repentance, pretending to ignore this indispensable condition. But God does not grant one without the other. After all that Jeremiah had said in the preceding chapters, such a request amounted almost to insolence. Therefore the LORD replies in the severest terms. Not only the king of Babylon, but He Himself will fight against Judah. He will smite men and beasts with a great pestilence, as He did the flocks of the Egyptians in olden times (Ex. 9:1-7). Even so, alongside this way of death, there still remained a way of life for this people . . . but this necessarily involved the confession of their sins and submission to God's will. This way is still open today; is each one of us committed to it?
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Jeremiah 22:1-12

1Thus saith the LORD; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word,2And say, Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates:3Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.4For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people.5But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a desolation.6For thus saith the LORD unto the king's house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited.7And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire.8And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this great city?9Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and worshipped other gods, and served them.10Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he shall return no more, nor see his native country.11For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more:12But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.


At the LORD's command, Jeremiah is just as ready to go to the royal palace as to the potter's humble house. His task is again difficult, for he must personally warn and challenge the king of Judah himself. To witness before a superior is a particularly difficult exercise for a young believer. But if he relies on the Lord, he will always be strengthened and blessed in the doing of it (read Acts 26:22).
Earlier on, God had promised David that if his descendants took heed to their ways, to walk before Him in truth with all their hearts, there would not lack a man among them on the throne of Israel (1 Kings 2:4). Alas! neither Shallum (Jehoahaz, see 2 Kings 23:31-32) nor his brothers Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, nor yet Coniah (Jehoiachin) fulfilled this condition. Therefore they were the last four kings of the house of David before the carrying away of the people. In these ch. 21, 22, each of them is condemned by name for his own faults. None of them could say that he was suffering the consequences of the sins of his predecessors (cf. Jer. 31:29). Moreover none could say he had not been warned, for the ministry of the prophet extended throughout each of these reigns (Jer. 21:7; Jer. 22:11, 18, 24).
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Jeremiah 22:13-30

13Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him not for his work;14That saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion.15Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with him?16He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the LORD.17But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it.18Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!19He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.20Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed.21I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice.22The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness.23O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail!24As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence;25And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans.26And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die.27But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not return.28Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not?29O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.30Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.


"Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah . . . thou, and thy servants, and thy people . . ." (v. 2). But in vain Jeremiah addressed this pressing invitation to Jehoiakim. From his youth, when everything was going well, this man had decided not to listen to the voice of the LORD (according to v. 21 which is applied also to all his people). Notice, too, all the evil fruits which are the result of this when he came to manhood: injustice, lack of uprightness, pride, dishonesty, tyranny and violence (vv. 13, 17 where Jeremiah does not hesitate to charge the king with being a murderer). Yet Jehoiakim had had before him the good example of his father Josiah and the happy results of his faithful way of life! (vv. 15, 16). Children of Christian parents, bear in mind the history of this king!
V. 14 also demands our close attention. The pursuit of luxury by the Christian contradicts his character as a stranger here, and his heavenly calling.
Then we have Coniah (Jehoiachin), a young man of 18, who reigned only three months before being transported to Babylon with his mother (2 Kings 24:8 . . .). In such events as these, God was then addressing the whole world (v. 29). This public chastisement showed that no one could defy His will with impunity.
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Jeremiah 23:1-15

1Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.2Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.3And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.4And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.5Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.6In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.7Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;8But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.9Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his holiness.10For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right.11For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the LORD.12Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD.13And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err.14I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.15Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land.


In ch. 21 and 22 the word of the LORD condemned the last kings of Judah. In actual fact all the responsible men of Judah, "both prophet and priest" (v. 11), failed in their mission. Instead of feeding the people and "being examples to the flock" (1 Peter 5:3), they were bad shepherds. Under their deplorable leadership the flock was neglected, destroyed and scattered (cf. Ezek. 34:4-6). Therefore God Himself will undertake the task of re-gathering the remnant of this flock, giving them another Shepherd (John 10:14). The royal family of Israel failed completely. But God will raise up in this same house of David a righteous Branch, a divine King: "The LORD our righteousness" (cf. 1 Cor. 1:30). This expression "the Branch" occurs five times in the prophets concerning the Lord Jesus: here and in Jeremiah 33:15 as the King, the character in which He is presented in the Gospel of Matthew; in Zechariah 3:8 as "my servant" and Zechariah 6:12 as "the man, whose name is The Branch", as Christ is presented in those characters in the Gospels of Mark and Luke respectively. Finally, in Isaiah 4:2: as "the branch of the LORD . . . beautiful and glorious," in whom we recognise the Son of God as presented in the Gospel of John.


September 28

Jeremiah 23:16-40

16Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.17They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.18For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath marked his word, and heard it?19Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked.20The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.21I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.22But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings.23Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off?24Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.25I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed.26How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;27Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal.28The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD.29Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?30Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour.31Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith.32Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.33And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the LORD? thou shalt then say unto them, What burden? I will even forsake you, saith the LORD.34And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, The burden of the LORD, I will even punish that man and his house.35Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken?36And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more: for every man's word shall be his burden; for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God.37Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken?38But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this word, The burden of the LORD, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of the LORD;39Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence:40And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.


Among the bad shepherds of Israel, the prophets were particularly guilty. They had deluded the people with the foolish notion that, despite their sins, all would go well for them. They were liars. They had run . . . without the LORD having sent them; they had spoken, but not as the oracles of God (vv. 21, 38; 1 Peter 4:11). A great show of religious activity is far from being always the consequence and the proof of a good spiritual condition. For the Christian now, as for the prophet of old, there is only one rule as to running and speaking: to stand first "in the counsel of the LORD" (vv. 18, 22), in other words, in communion with the Lord, in order to understand and do His will.
In v. 23 a question is asked: "Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off?" "The Lord is at hand", the apostle can reply (Phil. 4:5). Has each one of us had the experience of this? The Word of God is a fire (v. 29). In the same way that the flame of the furnace is used to burn up the dross in a metal, the Word is used to purify our soul by burning up the impurities which defile and choke it (Prov. 25:4). It is the driving force of the believer, like the fire under the boiler (Jer. 20:9). But it is also, first of all, the hammer, which alone is able to break man's rebellious will.


September 29

Jeremiah 24:1-10

1The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.2One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad.3Then said the LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil.4Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,5Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good.6For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up.7And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.8And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt:9And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them.10And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.


The vision of ch. 24 took place at a time when Nebuchadnezzar had already taken away captive to Babylon one part of Judah with her king Jeconiah (or Coniah; Jer. 22:24). Two baskets of figs appear before the prophet. The first are excellent; the others are terrible and inedible. Contrary to what we might have thought, the bad figs represent the inhabitants of Judah who stay in the land, whilst the excellent ones represent those who have been "taken away". The LORD will cause the latter to prosper and will bring them back at the appointed time. Although distressing, this being torn away from their land and customs is in accordance with God's will and is going to result in their blessing.
Amongst the promises which are made to them, the most precious is certainly that in V. 7; "I will give them an heart to know me." It is through the heart and not by intelligence that man comes to know God.
Notice that there is no third basket. Generally speaking there is no middle position before God. Likewise He sees only living and dead people amongst the men of today, "children of light" and "children of wrath" (Eph. 2:3; Eph. 5:8). On which side are we?


September 30

Jeremiah 25:1-14

1The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon;2The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying,3From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the word of the LORD hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened.4And the LORD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear.5They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever:6And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands; and I will do you no hurt.7Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt.8Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words,9Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.10Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle.11And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.12And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.13And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations.14For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands.


Ch. 25 goes back to the reign of Jehoiakim. Jeremiah had already been prophesying for twenty-three years. In his devotion and love for the people, he would rise early in the morning to appeal to them (v. 3). God's patience was soon coming to an end. Each day could be the last. Therefore the man of God felt compelled from the outset of the day to go and deliver his message. Remarkably, the same expression is often used as regards the LORD (here in v. 4). He also rises early to send His servants. Are we ourselves prepared at that early hour in the morning when the jobs are given out? Let us imitate the perfect Servant whose tireless activity began at the outset of the day (John 8:2) or even before that (Mark 1:35).
God, in His grace, sets a time limit on the captivity in Babylon: seventy years. When this time is nearly up, Daniel will read this prophecy and use it to give captive Israel the sign and example of humiliation (Dan. 9:2).
Then, right at the end of the chapter, God enlarges on His declaration in v. 14, showing how He will punish the nations who were not afraid to enslave and oppress His people.



October 1

Jeremiah 26:1-11

1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word from the LORD, saying,2Thus saith the LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the words that I command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word:3If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings.4And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you,5To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened;6Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.7So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD.8Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die.9Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.10When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the king's house unto the house of the LORD, and sat down in the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house.11Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears.



Once again this chapter takes us back in time, four years earlier than the previous chapter (Jer. 25:1). At God's command, Jeremiah goes this time to the temple to prophesy. This is undoubtedly on the occasion of one of the three great annual feasts, when all Israel went up to Jerusalem. V. 2 suggests this. Whatever the occasion, the speech is aimed at the whole of Judah and not just at her leaders. And not one word was to be missed out (v. 2; cf. Acts 20:27).
How touching v. 3 is! It gives us an insight into God's gracious thoughts. Even though He knew in advance what would happen, He expresses His dearest wish: "If so be they will hearken . . ." (see also Jer. 36:3, 7).
This same "if so be" reflects the Master's hope in the parable: "I will send my beloved son: it may be they will reverence him when they see him" (Luke 20:13). However, they respected neither the Son, nor the prophets who went before Him. Look at the reception given to Jeremiah and thereby to the One who sent him. What blindness! These people who had come to worship in the house of the LORD (v. 2) reject His word, lay hands on His messenger and condemn him to death in that same house!


October 2

Jeremiah 26:12-24

12Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard.13Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you.14As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you.15But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your ears.16Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.17Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, saying,18Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountains of the house as the high places of a forest.19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.20And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath-jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah:21And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death: but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt;22And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt.23And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people.24Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.


The LORD's faithful servant is not worried by his death sentence, nor by the presence of all these hostile people who have gathered against him. Yet again he urgently pleads with them to repent. After this he puts himself unfearingly in their hands. Far from being anxious about his own fate, it is once again the people whom he is concerned about and the terrible responsibility which that crime would place on them. In this Jeremiah reminds us of Stephen interceding for those who were stoning him (Acts 7:60) and both of them remind us of the Lord Jesus (Luke 23:28, 34).
The man of God is saved by the intervention of the princes and the elders. They should, however, have gone a step further: fearing and beseeching the LORD, exactly as Hezekiah had done (v. 19). It is not enough just to tell people what to do; you have also to live it out.
Notice how easily the crowd is influenced and swayed. In v. 8 "all the people" had followed the priests in shouting out: "Thou shalt surely die." But then in v. 16 those same people were of the same opinion as the princes saying: "This man is not worthy to die."
The story of Urijah, who was pursued and killed by Jehoiakim, serves to confirm the sad picture which we have been given of this king. He is quick to shed innocent blood (Jer. 22:17).


October 3

Jeremiah 27:1-11

1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,2Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck,3And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah;4And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters;5I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me.6And now have I given all these lands unto the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.7And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him.8And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.9Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon:10For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish.11But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein.


This chapter and those which follow now take us to the final reign of Zedekiah. He seems to have plotted with his five neighbours, the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyrus and Zidon, to fight against Nebuchadnezzar. No doubt the reason for the delegates of these nations meeting in Jerusalem was to get this alliance off the ground (v. 3). Jeremiah is commanded by the LORD to give to each of these diplomats a gift, entirely original and made specially for them, consisting of bonds and yokes which symbolise perfectly the domination of the king of Babylon from which these people were planning to free themselves. We can imagine how these people felt about receiving such a humiliating present.
Even today, pride in different forms is the main factor which governs modern nations (as well as individuals). However, above their ambitious schemes God is in control of the destiny of the world. It is to Him that the Christian turns and not to the political uncertainties of men (Dan. 4:17).
God who has set Israel to one side henceforth hands over universal power to Nebuchadnezzar whom He calls His servant (v. 6).


October 4

Jeremiah 27:12-22

12I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live.13Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?14Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.15For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you.16Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the LORD's house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.17Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city be laid waste?18But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon.19For thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city,20Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem;21Yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem;22They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place.


Jeremiah then speaks first to the king of Judah, then to the priests. Nebuchadnezzar had already taken away in two stages some of the vessels from the temple. Far from returning them, he organises a third and final looting when Zedekiah and the remainder of his people are taken away (2 Chron. 36:7, 10, 18). It may be thought that these objects were held dear in the hearts of the people more out of national pride than as a means of offering worship to the LORD. It is no different today. Many people are very fond of the forms of a so-called Christian religion, whilst caring very little about serving God when observing them.
Jeremiah never stops preaching about submitting to the authority which the LORD has established, in this case that of the king of Babylon. "For there is no power but of God . . . whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God" (Rom. 13:1-2). Whether it be those in Government, magistrates, parents or bosses (even if they are hard and unfair: 1 Peter 2:18), this message still applies to us today.
The prophecy in this chapter does not end without God announcing that one day He will personally take charge of the vessels of the temple and bring them back. This is accomplished in Ezra 1:7; Ezra 7:19.


October 5

Jeremiah 28:1-17

1And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying,2Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon.3Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the LORD's house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon:4And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the LORD: for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.5Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood in the house of the LORD,6Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the LORD's house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon into this place.7Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people;8The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence.9The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him.10Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it.11And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.12Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,13Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron.14For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him the beasts of the field also.15Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.16Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD.17So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.


A new scene unfolds in the temple with the priests and all the people present. Jeremiah is there with one of the yokes which he had made round his neck. As with the girdle in Jeremiah 13 he wears it as a testimony to all Jerusalem. Here the man of God is publicly taken to task by the prophet, Hananiah, whose proud and false words completely contradict what Jeremiah is continually saying. Jeremiah's beautiful reply bears the marks of love, truth and wisdom. It is certainly not with a glad heart that he announces the disasters which are going to befall the people whom he loves. With all his heart he wished that Hananiah could be right (v. 6). But he can not change one word of what the LORD says. He tells them the truth, no matter how distressing it is. Let us admire the wisdom of v. 9. What proves a prophecy to be true, is when it comes to pass. At the right time God would show who was right. Whilst waiting, Jeremiah does not get himself all worked up nor strive to convince them. He leaves them and goes away (cf. John 8:59; John 12:36). That is always the wisest way of putting an end to vain discussion (Prov. 17:14).
The judgment which was announced soon falls on Hananiah (v. 15-17; read Deut. 18:20-22).


October 6

Jeremiah 29:1-14

1Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon;2(After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;)3By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying,4Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon;5Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;6Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.7And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.8For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.9For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD.10For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.12Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.13And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.14And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.


Jeremiah has entrusted two messengers with a letter for Babylon. It is addressed to those, from every class of people, who had already been carried away captive under the previous reign. The tone of this letter is totally different from that which the prophet uses when speaking to the people who remain in Jerusalem. To those in captivity he can express on the LORD's behalf "thoughts of peace, and not of evil," words of comfort and encouragement, and moving promises.
Just like Israel in Babylon, the Christian is a stranger on the earth. His citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). He awaits the fulfilment of the promise which will bring him to his true Homeland. The "good word" of God guarantees him a future and a hope (vv. 10, 11). However, as with these people who have been taken captive, no precise moment is set when this happy experience will occur. The Lord wants us, indeed, to be expecting it at any time. And, until the happy moment of His return, let us remember that we also have duties towards our city or our village (v. 7): to seek the peace (cf. Matt. 5:9), to consider the welfare of souls and to pray for those with whom we live.


October 7

Jeremiah 29:15-32

15Because ye have said, The LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon;16Know that thus saith the LORD of the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity;17Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil.18And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven them:19Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LORD.20Hear ye therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon:21Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay them before your eyes;22And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LORD make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire;23Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbours' wives, and have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded them; even I know, and am a witness, saith the LORD.24Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying,25Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying,26The LORD hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be officers in the house of the LORD, for every man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks.27Now therefore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a prophet to you?28For therefore he sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long: build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them.29And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet.30Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,31Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie:32Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell among this people; neither shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the LORD; because he hath taught rebellion against the LORD.


The deadly activity of the false prophets was not restricted to Jerusalem and Judah. Even in Babylon, amongst the people in captivity, there were some who were spreading "lying words" (v. 23). In his letter, Jeremiah warns the "captives" to guard against such people and announces the horrible end of two of these evil men, Zedekiah and Ahab. A third man, Shemaiah, had written from Babylon to the people who were still in Jerusalem urging them to rebel against the LORD (v. 32). Moreover, in one of his letters, he had no hesitation in appointing a new priest on whom he was counting to get rid of Jeremiah. But, as the latter writes elsewhere: "Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?" (Lam. 3:37). Shemaiah also has to listen to the LORD's sentence against him.
How many times in the inspired epistles are other servants of God compelled to denounce false teachers and evil workers (e.g. Gal. 1:7; Philippians 3:2; 2 Peter 2:1; 1 John 2:18; Jude 3, 4 . . .) Children of God, our safety depends on knowing the voice of the good Shepherd well (John 10:4-5). We will then not run the risk of confusing it with another voice.


October 8

Jeremiah 30:1-24

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,2Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book.3For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.4And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah.5For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace.6Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness?7Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.8For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him:9But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them.10Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.11For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.12For thus saith the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous.13There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines.14All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were increased.15Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto thee.16Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey.17For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.18Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwellingplaces; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof.19And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.20Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established before me, and I will punish all that oppress them.21And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD.22And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.23Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked.24The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.


The LORD asks Jeremiah to write down all His words in a book. The generations which follow will be able to refer to it, and we also have that privilege. We no longer have prophets or apostles amongst us to teach us, but God has taken care to preserve His written Word for us, the only source of truth for our souls.
Through the Scriptures Israel will receive promises and consolation in the midst of their worst distress.
In v.11 both the holiness and goodness of God stand out. "I will not leave thee altogether unpunished," He says. The holy God can in no way pass over evil. He owes it to Himself to correct His own. But the God of love does it "in measure", without striking a single blow more than is necessary (see also Jer. 10:24; Jer. 46:28). Jeremiah 31:18-19 show us the effect of this wholesome correction (1 Cor. 11:32). At the same time one senses, in reading vv. 18-22, how much God enjoys the thought of healing and re-establishing His people.
"Who is this that engaged his heart?", the LORD asks (v. 21). What about us? Are we Christians of conformism and habit? Or are our hearts really engaged for the Lord?


October 9

Jeremiah 31:1-14

1At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.2Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.3The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.4Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry.5Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things.6For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.7For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel.8Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither.9They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.10Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.11For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he.12Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.13Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.14And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.


Few portions of the Old Testament express the love of God in a more moving way than these vv. 1-14. Here is an unconditional love, expressed towards those who had nothing lovable about them, its greatness shown by our distance! "The Lord hath appeared to me from afar" (v. 3 JND trans.). Let us consider the road taken by the Son of God to reach us. The love of the eternal God is an everlasting love. It is His very nature (1 John 4:8, 16). And every believer has been made personally the object of this love from eternity.
To the touching cry of Jeremiah 3:4: "My father, thou art the guide of my youth", the LORD can now reply: "I am a father to Israel" (v. 9). He will respond to the tears of His people whom He had formerly ransomed "from the hand of him that was stronger than he" (v. 11) and He will gather them together as a shepherd would his flock.
These verses remind each of us of a blessed truth. God does not only love us when He showers us with visible blessings (as He will do for His people on the earth according to the magnificent declarations of vv. 7-14). In our darkest moments, even when we, by our own failing, have lost the joy of communion with Him, He never stops thinking of us.


October 10

Jeremiah 31:15-26

15Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.16Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.17And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall come again to their own border.18I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God.19Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.20Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD.21Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities.22How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man.23Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness.24And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks.25For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul.26Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me.


The beautiful restoration of Israel announced in the first part of the chapter will be preceded by bitter tears. The afflicted people can be seen in the picture of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, weeping for her lost children. (As is often the case in Scripture, this v. 15 has already happened in part, when the little children were massacred in Bethlehem: Matt. 2:18). But for this people it was a case of godly sorrow, which "worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of" (2 Cor. 7:10). Vv. 18-20 show us that God clearly hears the expression of such sorrow. Listen to Ephraim telling his story. The divine reproof was a good thing; it led to his conversion, together with true repentance. His awareness of himself covered him with shame and confusion. He condemns his bad and wild youth. Can each of us say the same thing? Let us listen equally then to how God delights to call us: "my dear son, a pleasant child." Our confession immediately meets with a personal and intimate witness of the eternal Love, as well as the resources which go with it: "I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul" (v. 25).


October 11

Jeremiah 31:27-40

27Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast.28And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD.29In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge.30But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.31Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:32Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:33But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.34And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.35Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:36If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.37Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.38Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner.39And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath.40And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.


Jeremiah does not announce only sad events. He also has good news for the people. "Behold, the days come," he says, when the LORD will re-establish the house of Israel and that of Judah by virtue of a new covenant. The previous one had been broken by the people. They had shown themselves to be incapable of living up to their obligations as laid down in the law. Now God is no longer going to give this law to His own on tables of stone. He will place it within them (so that they will be like the picture of the obedient Servant — Ps. 40:8). He is going to write it straight onto their regenerate hearts (v. 33; 2 Cor. 3:3). In other words they will carry out the will of the LORD out of love and no longer out of fear. Is this not an even greater incentive for the children of God to obey their heavenly Father? Yes, let us allow Him to engrave on each of our hearts the teachings of His word.
"For they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them . . ." The Lord wants it to be so in each of our families.
Vv. 31-34 are quoted in Hebrews 8:10-12, finishing with the promise which concerns us as well: "I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." (cf. Acts 10:43). For the blood of the new covenant is also shed for us (Matt. 26:28).


October 12

Jeremiah 32:1-15

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.2For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah's house.3For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;4And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes;5And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper?6And Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying,7Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it.8So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD.9And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver.10And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances.11So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open:12And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison.13And I charged Baruch before them, saying,14Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days.15For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.


Ch. 32 opens at some particularly critical events. Jerusalem, under siege from the Babylonian army, is living through her final days of independence. In order to keep Jeremiah quiet, having been accused of undermining the courage of those under siege, the king has gone to the trouble of locking him up in the court of the prison. However, the prophet's captivity does not prevent the word of the LORD from reaching him. Nor does it stop him following the instructions he receives and buying his cousin Hanameel's field via a third party, the faithful Baruch, mentioned here for the first time. At such a moment this act takes on an obvious and public importance. Whilst knowing from the word of the LORD that destruction is imminent and inevitable, Jeremiah in this way shows his faith in the same divine Word, according to which Israel's restoration will just as certainly take place (Jer. 31). The prophet's personal situation seems to have no future (what use is a field to a prisoner?), that of the people is desperate; humanly speaking Jeremiah can expect no help from his compatriots, nor from the Chaldean enemies. However against all hope he believes with hope (see Rom. 4:18). And this field which he buys bears witness of this hope to everybody.


October 13

Jeremiah 32:16-28, 36-44

16Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the LORD, saying,17Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:18Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name,19Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings:20Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day;21And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror;22And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey;23And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them:24Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it.25And thou hast said unto me, O Lord GOD, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.26Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,27Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?28Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it:
36And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence;37Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely:38And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:39And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them:40And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.41Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul.42For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them.43And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.44Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity to return, saith the LORD.


To this day, whenever someone buys a piece of land or a house, a certain number of forms have to be completed in the presence of the solicitor. After this the new owner receives an official document proving his right of ownership. Jeremiah is going to keep carefully the documents which state that the field belongs to him (v. 14). By the word of His grace God guarantees His children "an inheritance among all them which are sanctified." (Acts 20:32). And we can assert like Paul: "I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day." (2 Tim. 1:12).
Moreover, this end to the realm of Judah resembles in many ways the days in the second Epistle to Timothy. Amidst the ruins, Jeremiah, all alone and a prisoner like the apostle, knows whom he has believed. His prayer rises up to the LORD (vv. 16-25). He contrasts the current distress with the earlier blessings. However, he knows the great power of the Lord (v. 17), His goodness (v. 18) and the greatness of His counsel (v. 19; cf. 2 Tim. 1:7). "There is nothing too hard for thee", he can say. God confirms that to him, and to us as well, in His wonderful reply (v. 27; cf. Matt. 19:26).


October 14

Jeremiah 33:1-18

1Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying,2Thus saith the LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name;3Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.4For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword;5They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city.6Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth.7And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first.8And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.9And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.10Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and without beast,11The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.12Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down.13In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD.14Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.15In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land.16In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.17For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel;18Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually.


Once again the LORD speaks to His servant in prison. He has more precious revelations to make to him and urges Jeremiah to pray in order to obtain them (v. 3; Amos 3:7). God is always prepared to instruct us in great and hidden things which we do not know. But He invites us first of all to ask Him for them.
Jeremiah is going to hear about the subject which he holds dearest to his heart: the restoration of his people after the disaster which is to befall them. In certain areas where the soil is poor there are villages which have been totally abandoned as a result of people moving away from the countryside. There are few more dismal sights. How much worse then must the desolation of a city like Jerusalem have been, laid waste and burned after the exile of her inhabitants (v. 10; see Neh. 2:13-14). However, God's promises are explicit: joy and life will once again fill the city. She will be given a new name: "The LORD our righteousness" (v. 16); it reminds us that nobody will ever enter the heavenly city by virtue of his own righteousness. Everything there will be based exclusively on the righteousness of Christ. And the two families by which the relationships of the people with God were maintained, that of the kings and that of the priests, will once again be represented (vv. 17, 18).


October 15

Jeremiah 34:8-22

8This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them;9That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother.10Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that every one should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go.11But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids.12Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,13Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying,14At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their ear.15And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my name:16But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom ye had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids.17Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.18And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof,19The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf;20I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth.21And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which are gone up from you.22Behold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an inhabitant.


Whilst the siege of Jerusalem is in progress, the LORD entrusts Jeremiah with a personal message for king Zedekiah (vv. 2-6), no doubt the one which is hinted at in Jeremiah 32:3. God promises to spare the king suffering and to grant him a peaceful death. Vv. 8, 9 teach us that this man in fact had good intentions. He even felt a certain kindness towards Jeremiah (Jer. 38:10, 16). However he totally lacked any strength of character. He did not have the energy which faith gave to Nehemiah in a similar situation (see Neh. 5). Having decreed the freedom of all the Hebrew servants, Zedekiah is incapable of enforcing this decision for any length of time. So the LORD recalls the precise instructions of the law on this matter, of which the fathers had already taken no notice. We remember the teaching concerning the servant who, out of love, did not want to go out free, a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus (Ex. 21:2-6).
God uses the evil action of these men to illustrate the punishment which He has in store for them. He is going to act like them, by taking away their freedom which He had previously granted them and making them subject to the king of Babylon (Luke 6:38).


October 16

Jeremiah 35:1-11

1The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying,2Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink.3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites;4And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door:5And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine.6But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever:7Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers.8Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters;9Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed:10But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us.11But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jerusalem.


This time Jeremiah has a job to do which turns out to be more encouraging. God has told him to invite the members of the house of the Rechabites into the house of the LORD in order to put them to the test. Will they drink the wine which the prophet pours for them? These men firmly refuse the cups which are given to them and explain why. As true Nazarites they have vowed to abstain from that which speaks of the joys of the world (Num. 6:1-3). Moreover, in accordance with the character of strangers on the earth where they are just passing through (v. 7) they neither sow seed nor build houses but live in tents. All of this behaviour, they maintain, was commanded them by their ancestor, Jonadab, that faithful man who, in 2 Kings 10:15, is shown to us standing firmly for the LORD.
Many of us have had parents or grandparents who have taught us — without our always understanding it — separation from this world where the Christian is a stranger as was his Lord. This separation should be practised more than ever on the eve of His return (Rev. 22:11-12). He does not ask us to abstain from the joys of the world without first having given us, in Himself, a "joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter 1:8).


October 17

Jeremiah 35:12-19

12Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,13Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD.14The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me.15I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me.16Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me:17Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered.18And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you:19Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.


The sons of Rechab could easily have made the most of the fact that 250 years had passed since the instructions of their ancestor and that it was necessary to "live with the times", or that outward behaviour did not matter in comparison with the condition of the heart. Some people today put forward such excuses in order to widen the road. Oh, no! And God Himself is delighted to acknowledge the fact: "the sons of Jonadab, the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father" (v. 16). From one generation to the next, they had held firmly and quietly (but certainly not without shame and suffering) to the godly line of conduct set out by their ancestor. During the most terrible reigns of Ahaz, Manasseh and Amon, they were numbered amongst the hidden faithful whom the LORD knew about, like the seven thousand at the time of Elijah (1 Kings 19:18). We would probably have known nothing about this family if God had not wanted to use it as a public example to all Judah. Yes, the example of the Rechabites shows up the disobedience of the people of Jerusalem . . . in the same way as today the lives of Christians should by their contrast condemn a world which has turned against God and should speak to the world's conscience.


October 18

Jeremiah 36:1-15

1And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,2Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day.3It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.4Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.5And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD:6Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD's house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities.7It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people.8And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD's house.9And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem.10Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house, in the ears of all the people.11When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD,12Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.13Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.14Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them.15And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears.


We have already come across Baruch, Jeremiah's faithful friend and secretary (Jer. 32:12) . His name means "blessed". Although he belonged to a noble family (his brother, Seraiah, was the king's head chamberlain: Jer. 51:59 JND trans.), this man had chosen the company of the hated, scorned and imprisoned prophet rather than that of the princes to which his birth made him eligible. He makes us think of Onesiphorus, that devoted brother who visited Paul in prison in Rome and about whom Paul could write to Timothy: "He oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain . . . and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well" (2 Tim. 1:16-18). Baruch too is always ready to serve, despite the risks which that involves. Let us admire — and desire to possess — this tremendous eagerness prompted by love for God, for His servant and for His people. In this instance he has to write down the words of God Himself as dictated by Jeremiah, the prisoner (cf. Rom. 16:22); then he has to read them to all Judah on the day of fasting. One listener called Michaiah, who was particularly attentive, rushes to tell the princes and they summon Baruch to give them a private reading of what was on this roll.


October 19

Jeremiah 36:16-32

16Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words.17And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth?18Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book.19Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.20And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king.21So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king.22Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him.23And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.24Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.25Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them.26But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.27Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,28Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned.29And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim the king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?30Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.31And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not.32Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.


We left Baruch sitting among the princes of Judah, reading the words of the LORD to them. These men look at each other, frightened. The matter seems to be too serious for them not to speak to the king about it. The latter, when he is made aware of the matter, orders someone to read to him from this dreaded roll. Notice that its contents have not been disclosed to us, either during the time when it was dictated or during the three times when it was read. It seems likely, however, that ch. 25 of our book forms part of it (cf. respectively vv. 1, 29 with Jer. 25:1, 9).
After having listened for a while with growing annoyance, the king takes the roll, cuts it up and throws it into the fire. That was his enraged way of doing away with the judgment. He could neither destroy the roll nor one single word which was written on it (on the contrary, at the LORD's command another roll replaces it, on which are added "many like words"). Rather, by his destructive act, the king brought additional punishment upon his head (vv. 30, 31; Prov. 13:13).
How many people despise the Word of God without necessarily imitating Jehoiakim's reckless gesture! (Ps. 50:17; 1 John 4:6).


October 20

Jeremiah 37:1-21

1And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah.2But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah.3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us.4Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison.5Then Pharoah's army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.6Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying,7Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to inquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land.8And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire.9Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart.10For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.11And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army,12Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people.13And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans.14Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes.15Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison.16When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days;17Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.18Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison?19Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land?20Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.21Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers' street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.


Ch. 37 takes us back to the time of Zedekiah. Not as evil as, but weaker than his predecessor, this king also turns a deaf ear to the words of the LORD. That does not stop him, as in Jeremiah 21, from consulting Jeremiah and calling on him for help. Very often we are more inclined to make demands of the Lord than to listen to what He wants to say to us. But if we want Him to answer our prayers let us start by obeying Him! (John 15:7).
Events appear for a moment to contradict what the prophet has declared. Instead of taking Jerusalem, the Chaldeans, under threat from the Egyptian army, have lifted the siege and gone away. The city seems to be safe. The LORD reminds Jeremiah that this is purely a short-term situation! Jeremiah thinks to benefit from this by leaving the condemned city, but he is recognised, brought before the princes and charged with treason. At the time of Jehoiakim, the princes seemed to be more sympathetic than the king (Jer. 36:19). Under Zedekiah it is the opposite. When Jeremiah has been beaten and imprisoned by the princes, the king arranges a secret meeting with him and then improves the conditions of his captivity.


October 21

Jeremiah 38:1-13

1Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying,2Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live.3Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which shall take it.4Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt.5Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing against you.6Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.7Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin;8Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the king, saying,9My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for there is no more bread in the city.10Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die.11So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.12And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so.13So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.


The princes are furious with Jeremiah whom they accuse of having a defeatist attitude. They obtain from the king the authorisation they require to throw him in the pit and leave him there to die. How great is the distress of the man of God in that vile and muddy pit. But he calls upon the LORD and receives this precious reply: "fear not" (read Lam. 3:52-57). Rescue is near. God has prepared an instrument to carry it out: someone who was not even one of the people, a black servant in the court called Ebed-melech (he reminds us of the young man whom God used to rescue Paul: Acts 23:16). Zedekiah can be influenced for good as well as evil and allows himself to be swayed in his decision. We notice the difficult operation of getting Jeremiah out of the dark pit; this serves to underline Ebed-melech's devotion.
Falsely accused, beaten and thrown into that terrible dungeon, Jeremiah here is a type of the Lord Jesus. The end of v. 6 reminds us of Psalm 69:2: "I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing . . ." It is a picture of the suffering and death of Christ. And v. 13 can be compared with the beginning of Psalm 40 concerning His resurrection: "He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay . . ."


October 22

Jeremiah 38:14-28

14Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me.15Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me?16So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LORD liveth, that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life.17Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house:18But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand.19And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me.20But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the LORD, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live.21But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed me:22And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah's house shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back.23So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.24Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die.25But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death; also what the king said unto thee:26Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there.27Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not perceived.28So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was taken.


Poor Zedekiah, tormented by worries and uncertainty, meets Jeremiah again in secret. Jeremiah urges him to go out "assuredly" to the Chaldean princes and surrender. He warns Zedekiah of what to expect if he does not do so: he is threatened with having his feet "sunk in the mire" (v. 22). No doubt the prophet says that whilst reflecting on his own recent experience! But what a difference there is between the two men! Whilst knowing the will of God, Zedekiah is powerless to carry it out because he is governed by the fear of men: fear of the Chaldeans, fear of the princes (vv. 5, 25), fear of the Jews who have already been taken captive (v. 19; see Prov. 29:25). The only fear that appears to be missing from his thoughts is the true fear of God. Indeed what a contrast with the confidence which faith gives to Jeremiah. This meeting makes us think of the scene in Acts 26 where we see Paul, the prisoner, appearing before king Agrippa. He can speak "freely" with him (v. 26) and ends by saying "I would to God that thou wert altogether such as I am, except these bonds" (v. 29). May God help us to be like Paul and Jeremiah, always full of courage before men because the Lord is with us (Heb. 13:6).


October 23

Jeremiah 39:1-18

1In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they beseiged it.2And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up.3And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king of Babylon.4And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain.5But the Chaldeans' army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him.6Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah.7Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon.8And the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and the houses of the people, with fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem.9Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the people that remained.10But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.11Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, saying,12Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee.13So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rab-saris, and Nergal-sharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon's princes;14Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so he dwelt among the people.15Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying,16Go and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in that day before thee.17But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the LORD: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid.18For I will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou hast put thy trust in me, saith the LORD.


Here we have the tragic taking of Jerusalem! Zedekiah and his soldiers escape through the garden. But too late! They are overtaken, chained up and brought to the king of Babylon. Eleven years earlier, this king of Babylon had himself set Zedekiah on the throne of Judah and had made him take an oath of loyalty swearing by God (2 Chron. 36:13; Ezek. 17:18-20). By revolting with Egyptian support (Jer. 37:7), Zedekiah had broken his word and shown to the enemies of Israel how little he valued the name of the LORD, to which Nebuchadnezzar had, in contrast, attached great worth. Hence the cruel punishment which the king suffered for being a coward and not keeping his word.
A personal word is addressed to Ebed-melech in vv. 15-18. God knows his fears (v. 17) – just as He knows all our worries – and He does not condemn them. But whereas Zedekiah's fears had led him to rely on men to escape from other men, the fear which Ebed-melech experienced made him fall back on the LORD. "Thou hast put thy trust in me", the LORD says. This good testimony gives this humble foreign slave access to the promises of grace found in Jer. 17:7-8 (cf. Ps. 37:3, 39-40; Ruth 2:12).


October 24

Jeremiah 40:1-10

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him being bound in chains among all that were carried away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried away captive unto Babylon.2And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The LORD thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place.3Now the LORD hath brought it, and done according as he hath said: because ye have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you.4And now, behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which were upon thine hand. If it seem good unto thee to come with me into Babylon, come; and I will look well unto thee: but if it seem ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold, all the land is before thee: whither it seemeth good and convenient for thee to go, thither go.5Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, Go back also to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people: or go wheresoever it seemeth convenient unto thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go.6Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him among the people that were left in the land.7Now when all the captains of the forces which were in the fields, even they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed unto him men, and women, and children, and of the poor of the land, of them that were not carried away captive to Babylon;8Then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men.9And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan sware unto them and to their men, saying, Fear not to serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.10As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah to serve the Chaldeans, which will come unto us: but ye, gather ye wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that ye have taken.


What has become of Jeremiah during all these events? He remained in the courtyard of the prison "until the day that Jerusalem was taken" (Jer. 38:28). He was then chained up with all the other captives and, until they reached Ramah, was one of those in the dismal procession being deported into exile. However, Nebuzar-adan, the captain of the guard in charge of the prisoners, received favourable instructions concerning Jeremiah from the king of Babylon himself. Not only is no harm to come to him, but the prophet is allowed to determine his own future for himself. Will he go to Babylon where the "good figs" from Jeremiah 24 are, those taken captive whom the LORD has promised to protect and prosper? Or will he stay with these poor people of the land who are left in Judah? Despite the freedom which he has been given, the prophet refuses to choose for himself (v. 5), thus giving us a new lesson in dependence. It is not a question of his well-being, rather the desire to be in the place where God wants to put him to serve Him. Without any special sign from above, he lets the captain of the guard choose for him and recognises the LORD's will in the advice which he gets.


October 25

Jeremiah 40:11-16; Jeremiah 41:1-10

11Likewise when all the Jews that were in Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that were in all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan;12Even all the Jews returned out of all places whither they were driven, and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer fruits very much.13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah,14And said unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to slay thee? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not.15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spake to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying, Let me go, I pray thee, and I will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know it: wherefore should he slay thee, that all the Jews which are gathered unto thee should be scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish?16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not do this thing: for thou speakest falsely of Ishmael.
1Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah.2Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.3Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with him, even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were found there, and the men of war.4And it came to pass the second day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it,5That there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, even fourscore men, having their beards shaven, and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them to the house of the LORD.6And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as he went: and it came to pass, as he met them, he said unto them, Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.7And it was so, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, and the men that were with him.8But ten men were found among them that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew them not among their brethren.9Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men, whom he had slain because of Gedaliah, was it which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel: and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with them that were slain.10Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of the people that were in Mizpah, even the king's daughters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam: and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed to go over to the Ammonites.


With the destruction of Jerusalem and the capture of her last king, Nebuchadnezzar has suppressed any possibility of revolt in the kingdom of Judah. He has, however, left a certain number of the poorest inhabitants so that the country is not allowed to go to waste and has placed in charge of them Gedaliah, a governor who is popular with everybody. During this time we see the LORD graciously watching over these people, who have escaped captivity, by giving them good harvests (v. 12; cf. Prov. 30:25).
Sadly this favourable period does not last. God, who knows their hearts, allows further tragic events to show the people their condition. One of Israel's old enemies, who was thought to have been wiped out, reappears — the king of the Ammonites (v. 14). He is still very much alive and his evil plans have not altered; the weakness of the people now gives him the chance to show this. Just so does Satan, our great adversary act. He never gives up and is always seeking to take advantage of the things which weaken our resistance (tiredness, laziness, carelessness . . .).
With the help of Baalis, Ishmael, no doubt jealous of Gedaliah's power, organises a cowardly plot to assassinate him and the Jews who are with him at Mizpah.


October 26

Jeremiah 41:11-18; Jeremiah 42:1-6

11But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done,12Then they took all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the great waters that are in Gibeon.13Now it came to pass, that when all the people which were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, then they were glad.14So all the people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah cast about and returned, and went unto Johanan the son of Kareah.15But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites.16Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, all the remnant of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, and the women, and the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had brought again from Gibeon:17And they departed, and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to enter into Egypt,18Because of the Chaldeans: for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made governor in the land.
1Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least even unto the greatest, came near,2And said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our supplication be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the LORD thy God, even for all this remnant; (for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do behold us:)3That the LORD thy God may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may do.4Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have heard you; behold, I will pray unto the LORD your God according to your words; and it shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the LORD shall answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from you.5Then they said to Jeremiah, The LORD be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not even according to all things for the which the LORD thy God shall send thee to us.6Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the LORD our God, to whom we send thee; that it may be well with us, when we obey the voice of the LORD our God.


The news of the terrible massacre at Mizpah has reached Johanan. He quickly proceeds to head off Ishmael's army and, when they meet, all the people whom Ishmael was taking to captivity to Ammon rush to change sides. Ishmael himself, realising that he is up against a more powerful opponent, escapes with eight men and finds shelter with Baalis, his protector. For their part, Johanan and the people he had rescued stay at the inn at Chimham near Bethlehem (perhaps the same one where, later on, no place would be found for the Son of God – Luke 2:7).
However, these poor people are by no means out of danger yet. The murder of the governor chosen by the king of Babylon leaves the Jews to face the wrath of the latter when he finds out about it. Nebuchadnezzar, who has been pushed to the limit by the repeated rebellions of the people of Judah, will certainly intervene with the utmost severity, the innocent ones paying the price for the guilty this time. In their fear and perplexity, Johanan and his companions turn in apparent humility to Jeremiah whom we find here amongst them again. He is the bearer of the Word of God which is, and let us repeat it, the only source of light for us as it is for this people (Ps. 119:105).


October 27

Jeremiah 42:7-22

7And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah.8Then called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were with him, and all the people from the least even to the greatest,9And said unto them, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present your supplication before him;10If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you, and not pull you down, and I will plant you, and not pluck you up: for I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you.11Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the LORD: for I am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his hand.12And I will shew mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own land.13But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the LORD your God,14Saying, No; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and there will we dwell:15And now therefore hear the word of the LORD, ye remnant of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there;16Then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there ye shall die.17So shall it be with all the men that set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there; they shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or escape from the evil that I will bring upon them.18For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so shall my fury be poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into Egypt: and ye shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye shall see this place no more.19The LORD hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that I have admonished you this day.20For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto the LORD your God, saying, Pray for us unto the LORD our God; and according unto all that the LORD our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we will do it.21And now I have this day declared it to you; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the LORD your God, nor any thing for the which he hath sent me unto you.22Now therefore know certainly that ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the place whither ye desire to go and to sojourn.


Threatened with reprisals from the king of Babylon, Johanan and his companions turned to Jeremiah for guidance. Let us consider the Lord Jesus whose image we have already seen so often reflected in this prophet. He is always with us: may we never fail to bring our problems and fears to Him.
Ten days pass by. The prophet is not quick to reply, as he himself is waiting to have God's mind revealed to him.
Why does the Lord often take so long to answer our prayers? He wants to test our trust in Him. Faith is always patient. Time alone will tell whether our prayer was a prayer of faith, or whether on the contrary, being tired of waiting, we have ended up looking for a solution to our problem ourselves.
The question asked was the following: Are we to go down into Egypt or stay in the land? From the mouth of Jeremiah the LORD makes known His gracious but decisive reply: "Stay in the land! You will be blessed there. The king of Babylon will look kindly and mercifully on you. It would be your ruin to go to Egypt."
Fellow believers, whatever the road which opens out before us, let us beware of setting out along it before knowing the Lord's will.


October 28

Jeremiah 43:1-13

1And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking unto all the people all the words of the LORD their God, for which the LORD their God had sent him to them, even all these words,2Then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: the LORD our God hath not sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there:3But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and carry us away captives into Babylon.4So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice of the LORD, to dwell in the land of Judah.5But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were returned from all nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell in the land of Judah;6Even men, and women, and children, and the king's daughters, and every person that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son of Neriah.7So they came into the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: thus came they even to Tahpanhes.8Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying,9Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah;10And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them.11And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the sword.12And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry them away captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace.13He shall break also the images of Beth-shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire.


In turning to Jeremiah the people had solemnly undertaken to listen to the voice of the LORD "whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Jer. 42:6). The reply could not have been clearer: they were not to leave. But that order did not fit in with the secret intentions of Johann and his companions. Their hearts had been led astray (Jer. 42:20), and they were determined to go into Egypt. Jeremiah 41:17 shows us that they had already planned this upon arrival at Chimham, even before consulting Jeremiah. Is it not mocking God to ask Him what His will is, knowing full well beforehand what you intend to do? Sadly such dishonesty happens more often than we think and we all need to be wary of our deceitful hearts (Jer. 17:9).
Yet again Jeremiah suffers unfairly. He is accused by these "proud men" of lying and seeking to have the people enslaved and killed. This man, on the contrary, shows the extent of his love by again accompanying the people on their disastrous journey.
They planned to go into hiding but that is precisely where Nebuchadnezzar will catch up with them (v. 11). Steps taken through lack of faith often bring us face to face with the problem we wanted to avoid.


October 29

Jeremiah 44:1-10

1The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of Pathros, saying,2Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen all the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this day they are a desolation, and no man dwelleth therein,3Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went to burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers.4Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate.5But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto other gods.6Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as at this day.7Therefore now this saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; Wherefore commit ye this great evil against your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child and suckling, out of Judah, to leave you none to remain;8In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works of your hands, burning incense unto other gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might cut yourselves off, and that ye might be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth?9Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and the wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they have committed in the land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem?10They are not humbled even unto this day, neither have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I set before you and before your fathers.


The LORD. had already asked at the beginning of this book, "What hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor?" (Jer. 2:18). He knew very well why he did not want this journey into Egypt (cf. Deut. 17:16). Judah's terrible idolatry, particularly since the time of her king Manasseh, had been the reason for the judgments which had just befallen her. Now Egypt herself was also devoted to idols (even if they did have different names) and the people were running the risk of being even more corrupted there. This certainly proved to be the case! We can be sure that in closing a door to us, God wants to protect us from the dangers which He knows about, even if, at the time, we do not understand His reasons. By relying and acting on our own wisdom we can only greatly harm ourselves.
"Wherefore commit ye this great evil against your souls?" the LORD asks the people here. May we not forget that it is our souls which we damage when we do not carry out the Lord's will (Prov. 8:36; Hab. 2:10).
In spite of all the painful lessons they received, this stiff-necked people, the Jews, still had not humbled themselves; their pride was not broken (v. 10; Jer. 43:2).


October 30

Jeremiah 44:11-23

11Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will set my face against you for evil, and to cut off all Judah.12And I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, and they shall all be consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt; they shall even be consumed by the sword and by the famine: they shall die, from the least even unto the greatest, by the sword and by the famine: and they shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach.13For I will punish them that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence:14So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall escape or remain, that they should return into the land of Judah, to the which they have a desire to return to dwell there: for none shall return but such as shall escape.15Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned incense unto other gods, and all the women that stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying,16As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee.17But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.18But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the famine.19And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men?20Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men, and to the women, and to all the people which had given him that answer, saying,21The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, your kings, and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the LORD remember them, and came it not into his mind?22So that the LORD could no longer bear, because of the evil of your doings, and because of the abominations which ye have committed; therefore is your land a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without an inhabitant, as at this day.23Because ye have burned incense, and because ye have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testimonies; therefore this evil is happened unto you, as at this day.


The people deliberately choose to serve idols, as their fathers did, and they are not ashamed to say so. It is open rebellion against the LORD. How far downhill the people have gone, morally speaking, since Joshua 24 when Israel, having gone up out of Egypt into Canaan, was following their leader's example and made the promise: "God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods . . . we will also serve the LORD; for he is our God" (Joshua 24:16, 18). Moreover, with a faith entirely corrupt, these Jews blame their present misery on the fact that they had stopped revering "the queen of heaven" (cf. Jer. 7:18). Even though the LORD had warned them about the sword, plague and famine which awaited them in Egypt, the moment when these evils arise they use them as an excuse to start offering their sacrifices to these idols again! How many people reason in the same way: God has not given me what I wanted! Never mind that – I will go over to the world (of which Egypt is always a picture) – it will give me what I want.
Wretched human heart! These verses teach us that it can be blinded both by proud unbelief and by the most evil superstition (2 Cor. 4:4).


October 31

Jeremiah 44:24-30; Jeremiah 45:1-5

24Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the women, Hear the word of the LORD, all Judah that are in the land of Egypt:25Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying; Ye and your wives have both spoken with your mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, saying, We will surely perform our vows that we have vowed, to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her: ye will surely accomplish your vows, and surely perform your vows.26Therefore hear ye the word of the LORD, all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt; Behold, I have sworn by my great name, saith the LORD, that my name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, The Lord GOD liveth.27Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for good: and all the men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine, until there be an end of them.28Yet a small number that escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah, that are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know whose words shall stand, mine, or theirs.29And this shall be a sign unto you, saith the LORD, that I will punish you in this place, that ye may know that my words shall surely stand against you for evil:30Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give Pharaoh-hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and into the hand of them that seek his life; as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that sought his life.
1The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying,2Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch;3Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for the LORD hath added grief to my sorrow; I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.4Thus shalt thou say unto him, The LORD saith thus; Behold, that which I have built will I break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up, even this whole land.5And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the LORD: but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest.


Jeremiah has recalled some of the abominable sins of the people. He has taken note of the outrageous response of this company of rebels. Now he draws his conclusions. They are terrifying! With the exception of a very small number, this people will perish in Egypt from the disasters which await them (and against which "the queen of heaven" will certainly not be able to protect them). That is final.
However, in this time of general ruin, it is comforting to note that "the Lord knoweth them that are his" (2 Tim. 2:19). An entire short chapter is devoted to Baruch. The LORD has a personal word for him which both shows him where he is going wrong and consoles him. This man has been – along with Jeremiah, whom he has never left – the object of slander and public accusation (Jer. 43:3). However, what mattered was what God thought about him (2 Tim. 2:15). Baruch, who came from a noble family, had perhaps hoped to play a part, such as taking over the leadership of a humiliated and restored people. However, he had become disheartened (v. 3; Prov. 24:10). But the LORD urges him: "Seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek them not" (v. 5). In our case too, the Lord does not expect great things . . . apart from one thing which is very great in His eyes: faithfulness (cf. Rev. 3:8).



November 1

Jeremiah 46:1-19

1The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles;2Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaoh-necho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah.3Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle.4Harness the horses; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your helmets; furbish the spears, and put on the brigandines.5Wherefore have I seen them dismayed and turned away back? and their mighty ones are beaten down, and are fled apace, and look not back: for fear was round about, saith the LORD.6Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates.7Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers?8Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof.9Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.10For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates.11Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines; for thou shalt not be cured.12The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, and they are fallen both together.13The word that the LORD spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and smite the land of Egypt.14Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the sword shall devour round about thee.15Why are thy valiant men swept away? they stood not, because the LORD did drive them.16He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword.17They did cry there, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise; he hath passed the time appointed.18As I live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so shall he come.19O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity: for Noph shall be waste and desolate without an inhabitant.


Like Isaiah from ch. 13 onwards in his book, Jeremiah is now led to prophesy about the nations. The first one is Egypt, where the people thought they would find refuge. Terrible judgments are about to fall on this type of the idolatrous world. We remember the words of the New Testament concerning this world which passes away (1 John 2:17) and the fashion of this world which passes away (1 Cor. 7:31).
The king of Egypt is made the object of an ironic and harsh comparison: "Pharaoh . . . is but a noise" (v. 17). A noise can frighten for a moment, but is there anything shorter-lasting and more useless? How many great, and not so great, personalities of this world are nothing more than a passing "noise"! This week's newspapers devote columns to them; in a month or a year they will have sunk into oblivion.
One other sad word is added about this Pharaoh: like his distant ancestor in Exodus who had hardened his heart, this man has "let the time appointed go by" (v. 17 JND trans. cf. John 12:35). Dear young readers, that is a very serious thought. The time to be converted, the time to serve the Lord down here, the time also to respond to the invitation in Luke 22:19 —do not let these times pass you by!


November 2

Jeremiah 46:20-28; Jeremiah 47:1-7

20Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction cometh; it cometh out of the north.21Also her hired men are in the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and the time of their visitation.22The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall march with an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood.23They shall cut down her forest, saith the LORD, though it cannot be searched; because they are more than the grasshoppers, and are innumerable.24The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall be delivered into the hand of the people of the north.25The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, and all them that trust in him:26And I will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of his servants: and afterward it shall be inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the LORD.27But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.28Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the LORD: for I am with thee; for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly unpunished.
1The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh smote Gaza.2Thus saith the LORD; Behold, waters rise up out of the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow the land, and all that is therein; the city, and them that dwell therein: then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the land shall howl.3At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong horses, at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers shall not look back to their children for feebleness of hands;4Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: for the LORD will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor.5Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself?6O thou sword of the LORD, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still.7How can it be quiet, seeing the LORD hath given it a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea shore? there hath he appointed it.


During these judgments against the nations the LORD is careful to insert a word designed to reassure Israel's future remnant. In the same way, when the world's future looks black, the child of God is invited not to fear and to remember his hope (2 Thess. 2:16,17).
In Jeremiah 47 the Philistines are condemned. We know that these traditional enemies of Israel lived within her frontiers, in contrast with the other nations (Moab, Ammon, Edom . . .) which are dealt with in the following chapters. Even though this people at times was subject to Israel, particularly during the reign of David (2 Sam. 8:1), Israel, even in the times of her most powerful kings, never managed to take the cities from her (Gaza, Ashkelon . . .), which were part of her territory. With their origins in Egypt (Mizraim: Gen. 10:6, 13-14) the Philistines speak to us of "professing Christians", unconverted people of this world who take their place in the blessed land without having the right to do so. They claim the privileges of being Christians without possessing the life which gives access to them; they pretend to be children of God, whilst being the enemies of His people and of the truth. We should treat them for what they really are and not grant them any concession.


November 3

Jeremiah 48:1-27

1Against Moab thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Woe unto Nebo! for it is spoiled: Kiriathaim is confounded and taken: Misgab is confounded and dismayed.2There shall be no more praise of Moab: in Heshbon they have devised evil against it; come, and let us cut it off from being a nation. Also thou shalt be cut down, O Madmen; the sword shall pursue thee.3A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim, spoiling and great destruction.4Moab is destroyed; her little ones have caused a cry to be heard.5For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping shall go up; for in the going down of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of destruction.6Flee, save your lives, and be like the heath in the wilderness.7For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy treasures, thou shalt also be taken: and Chemosh shall go forth into captivity with his priests and his princes together.8And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: the valley also shall perish, and the plain shall be destroyed, as the LORD hath spoken.9Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get away: for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without any to dwell therein.10Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back his sword from blood.11Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed.12Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will send unto him wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, and shall empty his vessels, and break their bottles.13And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their confidence.14How say ye, We are mighty and strong men for the war?15Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of her cities, and his chosen young men are gone down to the slaughter, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts.16The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his affliction hasteth fast.17All ye that are about him, bemoan him; and all ye that know his name, say, How is the strong staff broken, and the beautiful rod!18Thou daughter that dost inhabit Dibon, come down from thy glory, and sit in thirst; for the spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee, and he shall destroy thy strong holds.19O inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way, and espy; ask him that fleeth, and her that escapeth, and say, What is done?20Moab is confounded; for it is broken down: howl and cry; and tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is spoiled,21And judgment is come upon the plain country; upon Holon, and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath,22And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaim,23And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon,24And upon Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near.25The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith the LORD.26Make ye him drunken: for he magnified himself against the LORD: Moab also shall wallow in his vomit, and he also shall be in derision.27For was not Israel a derision unto thee? was he found among thieves? for since thou spakest of him, thou skippedst for joy.


After the short chapter devoted to the Philistines the LORD has a lot to say on the other hand about Moab. This people had trusted in their works, in their treasures (v. 7), in their god, Chemosh (v. 13), and in their men of war (v. 14). Now not only would these things on which they depended never save them, they were also the reason why judgment fell upon them (v. 7).
Moab had missed out on something vital. No matter how amazing it may seem, it was afflictions. New wine must first of all be decanted from one vessel to another so that it becomes clear, "cleaned out", all the dregs having settled, little by little. But Moab had never undergone such treatment. He had been "at ease from his youth" (v. 11; Zech. 1:15); he had never learnt to get to know himself through difficult circumstances so as to lose his original unpleasant taste (this is the result which the LORD sought to produce in Israel by sending her into captivity). Yes, the Lord knows what He is doing when he shakes us up and drags us out of our easygoing ways (Ps. 119:67). These unpleasant "decantings" are designed to make us lose each time a bit more of our own will, a little of our pretentiousness, a little of our self-confidence.


November 4

Jeremiah 49:1-22

1Concerning the Ammonites, thus saith the LORD; Hath Israel no sons? hath he no heir? why then doth their king inherit Gad, and his people dwell in his cities?2Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the LORD.3Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled: cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth; lament, and run to and fro by the hedges; for their king shall go into captivity, and his priests and his princes together.4Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys, thy flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? that trusted in her treasures, saying, Who shall come unto me?5Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts, from all those that be about thee; and ye shall be driven out every man right forth; and none shall gather up him that wandereth.6And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the LORD.7Concerning Edom, thus saith the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished?8Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I will visit him.9If grapegatherers come to thee, would they not leave some gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they will destroy till they have enough.10But I have made Esau bare, I have uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be able to hide himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbours, and he is not.11Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in me.12For thus saith the LORD; Behold, they whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunken; and art thou he that shall altogether go unpunished? thou shalt not go unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it.13For I have sworn by myself, saith the LORD, that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse; and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes.14I have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, saying, Gather ye together, and come against her, and rise up to the battle.15For, lo, I will make thee small among the heathen, and despised among men.16Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith the LORD.17Also Edom shall be a desolation: every one that goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof.18As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the LORD, no man shall abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it.19Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan against the habitation of the strong: but I will suddenly make him run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who is that shepherd that will stand before me?20Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD, that he hath taken against Edom; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against the inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out: surely he shall make their habitations desolate with them.21The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the cry the noise thereof was heard in the Red sea.22Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah: and at that day shall the heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her pangs.


The sons of Ammon had, in a cowardly fashion, profited from the ten tribes being taken away captive, by taking possession of the territory of Gad on the other side of the Jordan. By a just recompense, having unduly "inherited" from Israel, they were to become Israel's inheritance (v. 2). Yesterday we saw Moab, the mocker, becoming in his turn an object of derision (Jer. 48:26-27), and it is remarkable to note that the judgments which God sends are often in accordance with the offence committed against somebody else. Such lessons, if we know how to accept them, allow us to understand more clearly the full significance of Matthew 7:2, 12, encouraging us not to do to others what we would not like done to ourselves.
Edom is epitomised here by her extreme arrogance. Living like an eagle in the steep and rugged rocks of mount Seir (v. 16), this people reckoned they were impregnable. But God knew and will again know where to find them to make them come down from there, reducing their den to a perpetual waste (v. 13; Obad. 4). In contrast with Moab and Ammon the LORD, in closing, makes no promise to Edom to restore her captives. "There shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau" (Obad. 18; cf. Jer. 48:47; Jer. 49:6).


November 5

Jeremiah 49:23-39

23Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: for they have heard evil tidings: they are fainthearted; there is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quiet.24Damascus is waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on her: anguish and sorrows have taken her, as a woman in travail.25How is the city of praise not left, the city of my joy!26Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the LORD of hosts.27And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of Ben-hadad.28Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith the LORD; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of the east.29Their tents and their flocks shall they take away: they shall take to themselves their curtains, and all their vessels, and their camels; and they shall cry unto them, Fear is on every side.30Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor, saith the LORD; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath taken counsel against you, and hath conceived a purpose against you.31Arise, get you up unto the wealthy nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the LORD, which have neither gates nor bars, which dwell alone.32And their camels shall be a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a spoil: and I will scatter into all winds them that are in the utmost corners; and I will bring their calamity from all sides thereof, saith the LORD.33And Hazor shall be a dwelling for dragons, and a desolation for ever: there shall no man abide there, nor any son of man dwell in it.34The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying,35Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might.36And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come.37For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: and I will bring evil upon them even my fierce anger, saith the LORD; and I will send the sword after them, till I have consumed them:38And I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence the king and the princes, saith the LORD.39But it shall come to pass in the latter days, that I will bring again the captivity of Elam, saith the LORD.


After Edom it is the turn of Damascus, together with Hamath and Arpad, the main cities in Syria; then of Kedar and Hazor where nomadic tribes lived. Finally Elam (Persia) is sentenced, a nation far removed from Israel, whereas all the others were her neighbours.
God is righteous. He has measured exactly the punishment for each of these nations and sets it in proportion to the privileges received (Rom. 2:6; Dan. 4:35). In Jeremiah 2:10-11 the LORD had contrasted Israel with Kedar, an ignorant tribe, but one which at least remained faithful to her false gods, whereas His people had turned away from the true God. How much more guilty Israel was, having been instructed by the law. Let us remember – particularly if we have Christian parents – this serious verse: "For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required" (Luke 12:48).
All of these nations were to fall, like Judah, to the power of Nebuchadnezzar (v. 30) and become further provinces in the Babylonian empire. It was therefore useless and foolish for the Jews to turn to their neighbours for refuge and safety (Ps. 60:11). How could these nations come to Israel's aid when they could not even save themselves?


November 6

Jeremiah 50:1-16

1The word that the LORD spake against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet.2Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces.3For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast.4In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD their God.5They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.6My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their restingplace.7All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, We offend not, because they have sinned against the LORD, the habitation of justice, even the LORD, the hope of their fathers.8Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the flocks.9For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north country: and they shall set themselves in array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in vain.10And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the LORD.11Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye are grown fat as the heifer at grass, and bellow as bulls;12Your mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you shall be ashamed: behold, the hindermost of the nations shall be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.13Because of the wrath of the LORD it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate: every one that goeth by Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues.14Put yourselves in array against Babylon round about: all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows: for she hath sinned against the LORD.15Shout against her round about: she hath given her hand: her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown down: for it is the vengeance of the LORD: take vengeance upon her; as she hath done, do unto her.16Cut off the sower from Babylon, and him that handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: for fear of the oppressing sword they shall turn every one to his people, and they shall flee every one to his own land.


Babylon, the cradle of worldliness and corruption, is the last of the nations to hear the judgment of the LORD. Because Jeremiah preached that the people should surrender to Nebuchadnezzar, he had been accused of supporting the Chaldeans and betraying his own people. Now, these two long prophetic chapters show us what God had taught him about Babylon. Furthermore he had already declared that if the LORD used Babylon to discipline Judah, the moment would come when, in turn, the great city would be "visited" in judgment and reduced to perpetual desolation (Jer. 25:12-14). Bel, Merodach (the god Marduk) and all her other idols were going to disappear in disgrace along with those who served them, whilst Israel and Judah would no longer be "forsaken of their God, the LORD of hosts" (Jer. 51:5). These judgments which were about to fall on Babylon would play a part in finally opening the eyes and the hearts of the people in captivity. Vv. 4, 5 show us the tears and humiliation which will accompany their return to the LORD, a prelude to their total and final deliverance. The present world is full of vain idols which will soon pass away with it. Being instructed as we are by the Word of God, may we keep ourselves from them (1 John 5:21).


November 7

Jeremiah 50:17-32

17Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones.18Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as I have punished the king of Assyria.19And I will bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead.20In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve.21Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against the inhabitants of Pekod: waste and utterly destroy after them, saith the LORD, and do according to all that I have commanded thee.22A sound of battle is in the land, and of great destruction.23How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a desolation among the nations!24I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and thou wast not aware: thou art found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against the LORD.25The LORD hath opened his armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the work of the Lord GOD of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans.26Come against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let nothing of her be left.27Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the time of their visitation.28The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, the vengeance of his temple.29Call together the archers against Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp against it round about; let none thereof escape: recompense her according to her work; according to all that she hath done, do unto her: for she hath been proud against the LORD, against the Holy One of Israel.30Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the LORD.31Behold, I am against thee, O thou most proud, saith the Lord GOD of hosts: for thy day is come, the time that I will visit thee.32And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all round about him.


Israel's punishment at the hands of the Chaldeans was certainly in line with God's will. But the eagerness and cruelty of the Chaldeans in carrying out this punishment was to justify the "vengeance" of which Babylon was then to be made the object. Not only that, by attacking Israel, Babylon was also fighting against the LORD (v. 24; Zech. 2:8). In particular the destruction and ransacking of the temple was a personal insult to the One who had placed His glory there. For that reason Babylon's punishment is called "the vengeance of his temple" (v. 28; Jer. 51:11).
Let us notice how many times these gloomy chapters are at the same time filled with encouragement for those amongst the people who were faithful to God. The LORD, "their Redeemer, is strong;" He takes up Israel's cause, His "scattered sheep", to save them from the mouths of the lions which are devouring them (vv. 17, 34). "In that time", His forgiveness will have wiped away all their sins: "the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found" (v. 20; cf. Num. 23:21).


November 8

Jeremiah 51:27-46

27Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations against her, call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillers.28Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion.29And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for every purpose of the LORD shall be performed against Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation without an inhabitant.30The mighty men of Babylon have forborn to fight, they have remained in their holds: their might hath failed; they became as women: they have burned her dwellingplaces; her bars are broken.31One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to shew the king of Babylon that his city is taken at one end,32And that the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war are affrighted.33For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is like a threshingfloor, it is time to thresh her: yet a little while, and the time of her harvest shall come.34Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me an empty vessel, he hath swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, he hath cast me out.35The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say.36Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and I will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry.37And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant.38They shall roar together like lions: they shall yell as lion's whelps.39In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the LORD.40I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with he goats.41How is Sheshach taken! and how is the praise of the whole earth surprised! how is Babylon become an astonishment among the nations!42The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof.43Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass thereby.44And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed up: and the nations shall not flow together any more unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall.45My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the LORD.46And lest your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour that shall be heard in the land; a rumour shall both come one year, and after that in another year shall come a rumour, and violence in the land, ruler against ruler.


Many of the expressions found in these chapters are used again in Revelation about the future Babylon. There it is no longer a city, but a huge religious system, a Satanic counterfeit of the Church of Christ which will reach the height of its power after the latter has been taken up. As her evil doings are revealed, the divine call is heard many times: "My people, go ye out of the midst of her" (v. 45; Jer. 50:8; Jer. 51:6; Zech. 2:7; Rev. 18:4). In effect, to remain in Babylon after God has condemned her, amounts on the one hand to sharing in her sins and on the other hand to risk sharing in her judgment. A similar order is given today by the Lord to all His own who are still scattered amongst the different factions of professing Christianity: "Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. 2:19). However, whilst being aware of this iniquity round about them, some believers reckon that, despite everything, they should remain in an environment which they know to be bad; they hope to use their good influence to improve the situation. This is just cherishing an illusion and at the same time considering themselves to be wiser than the One who urges them to leave it (2 Cor. 6:14-18).


November 9

Jeremiah 51:47-64

47Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will do judgment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her whole land shall be confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.48Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for Babylon: for the spoilers shall come unto her from the north, saith the LORD.49As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the earth.50Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not still: remember the LORD afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.51We are confounded, because we have heard reproach: shame hath covered our faces: for strangers are come into the sanctuaries of the LORD's house.52Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will do judgment upon her graven images: and through all her land the wounded shall groan.53Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her strength, yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the LORD.54A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans:55Because the LORD hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great voice; when her waves do roar like great waters, a noise of their voice is uttered:56Because the spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, every one of their bows is broken: for the LORD God of recompences shall surely requite.57And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts.58Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall labour in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall be weary.59The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And this Seraiah was a quiet prince.60So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even all these words that are written against Babylon.61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all these words;62Then shalt thou say, O LORD, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall be desolate for ever.63And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates:64And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon her: and they shall be weary. Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.


"Remember the LORD afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind" (v. 50). The faithful remnant were not asked to leave the corrupt environment of Babylon without knowing where to go. In order to take that courageous step the people had to be attracted away by deep affections (Ps. 137:5-6). Similarly today, the believer is invited to go forth from the religious camp of Christian profession "unto Him", to the Lord Jesus, who is present in the midst of the "two or three" who are gathered in His name (Heb. 13:13).
When He has finished the accounts of all His judgments, the LORD signs them with a fearful name: "The LORD God of recompenses" (v. 56). However, one amazing fact is that these words of judgment against Babylon come before the account of the destruction of the temple in ch. 52. The downfall of the Babylonian idols has to be announced before the destruction of the temple has taken place (vv. 47, 52). In this way nobody could think that these idols are really more powerful than the God of Israel. Seven years before the capture of Jerusalem all these words were to be written in a book. And this book, after it was read, was to be thrown into the midst of the Euphrates by Seraiah, Baruch's brother, as a sign that Babylon would be swallowed up.


November 10

Jeremiah 52:1-16

1Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.2And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done.3For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.4And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built forts against it round about.5So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.6And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.7Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went by the way of the plain.8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him.9Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he gave judgment upon him.10And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew also all the princes of Judah in Riblah.11Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.12Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem,13And burned the house of the LORD, and the king's house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire:14And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem round about.15Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, and the residue of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude.16But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land for vinedressers and for husbandmen.


This ch. 52 is not part of "the words of Jeremiah" (Jer. 51:64). Just as in Jeremiah 39, it reveals the events which put paid to the kingdom of Judah, and it closely follows 2 Kings 25.
The judgment hour has arrived; it strikes both Jerusalem and her temple (vv. 17-23), both her king and her inhabitants. The city is captured. Zedekiah and his army try and flee to escape the net which is closing in on them. But it is God they are dealing with and not the Chaldeans. Having been brought before Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah, the wretched king of Judah has his eyes put out, a punishment reserved for low-class criminals, and bound by a brass chain he is led off into exile. Right to the end of his miserable life, the atrocious spectacle of his sons being butchered will remain with him as the last thing he saw. One month later the captain of the guard returns to Jerusalem to burn and systematically dismantle the rebel city and sort out the population. V. 15 mentions some of the deserters. Some however had listened to Jeremiah.
These things are written (and repeated) not for their historical interest; rather for the instruction of our souls, to serve as a warning to us (1 Cor. 10:11). "Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware . . ." (2 Peter 3:17-18).


November 11

Jeremiah 52:17-34

17Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to Babylon.18The caldrons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away.19And the basons, and the firepans, and the bowls, and the caldrons, and the candlesticks, and the spoons, and the cups; that which was of gold in gold, and that which was of silver in silver, took the captain of the guard away.20The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brasen bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon had made in the house of the LORD: the brass of all these vessels was without weight.21And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits did compass it; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow.22And a chapiter of brass was upon it; and the height of one chapiter was five cubits, with network and pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also and the pomegranates were like unto these.23And there were ninety and six pomegranates on a side; and all the pomegranates upon the network were an hundred round about.24And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door:25He took also out of the city an eunuch, which had the charge of the men of war; and seven men of them that were near the king's person, which were found in the city; and the principal scribe of the host, who mustered the people of the land; and threescore men of the people of the land, that were found in the midst of the city.26So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah.27And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive out of his own land.28This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year three thousand Jews and three and twenty:29In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty and two persons:30In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty and five persons: all the persons were four thousand and six hundred.31And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth out of prison,32And spake kindly unto him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon,33And changed his prison garments: and he did continually eat bread before him all the days of his life.34And for his diet, there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion until the day of his death, all the days of his life.


Reading of the ransacking of the house of the LORD and thinking of the Chaldeans breaking up and carrying away its beautiful and mighty pillars, we are filled with sadness when we think of what has become of Israel's testimony to the nations. But how can this compare with the LORD's feelings at the destruction of the house on which He had placed His name and at the downfall of Jerusalem! (1 Kings 9:6-9). In contrast, what value there is in the promises of the Lord to the overcomer at Philadelphia! "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and I will write upon him the name of my God and the name of the . . . new Jerusalem . . . and my new name" (Rev. 3:12). Dear friends, as we finish reading this book of Jeremiah, let us ask the Lord to make us an overcomer, namely to keep His Word and not to deny His name, until His return.
God does not allow the book to close on a sad note. The grace shown to Jehoiachin by Nebuchadnezzar's successor (vv. 31-34) is a testimony to the care which the LORD never ceases to show to the feeble remnant of His people.


November 12

Lamentations 1:1-11

1How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people  how is she become as a widow she that was was great among the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary2She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are become her enemies.3Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude: she dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest: all her persecutors overtook her between the straits.4The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.5Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the LORD hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her children are gone into captivity before the enemy.6And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and they are gone without strength before the pursuer.7Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old, when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her: the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths.8Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed: all that honoured her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness: yea, she sigheth, and turneth backward.9Her filthiness is in her skirts; she remembereth not her last end; therefore she came down wonderfully: she had no comforter. O LORD, behold my affliction: for the enemy hath magnified himself.10The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her pleasant things: for she hath seen that the heathen entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy congregation.11All her people sigh, they seek bread; they have given their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul: see, O LORD, and consider; for I am become vile.


The Lamentations of Jeremiah express the suffering of the prophet in the face of the events mentioned in the last chapter of his book, namely the capture and destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar's army. However, as with all prophecy, the full significance of all this extends far beyond the attendant circumstances, and the Holy Spirit takes us in these chapters right up to the time of the "great tribulation" through which Israel will have to pass.
It is touching to see Jeremiah taking the leading role in Jerusalem's humiliation and identifying himself with the people who are under God's judgment, even though he himself was innocent. The disaster which he had never ceased to proclaim, and which the people had not wanted to believe, has now come to pass. Anyone else would certainly have said: "I warned you! If only you had listened to me!" God's servant does not try to get one up in that way. Quite the opposite! Jerusalem, who can no longer find anyone to help her (v. 7; Isa. 51:18-19) nor anyone to comfort her (vv. 2, 9, 17, 21) in the day of her distress, has now in Jeremiah (a type of Christ) the most faithful of friends and the most ardent of intercessors (Prov. 17:17).


November 13

Lamentations 1:12-22

12Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.13From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth against them: he hath spread a net for my feet, he hath turned me back: he hath made me desolate and faint all the day.14The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: they are wreathed, and come up upon my neck: he hath made my strength to fall, the Lord hath delivered me into their hands, from whom I am not able to rise up.15The Lord hath trodden under foot all my mighty men in the midst of me: he hath called an assembly against me to crush my young men: the Lord hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a winepress.16For these things I weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me: my children are desolate, because the enemy prevailed.17Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort her: the LORD hath commanded concerning Jacob, that his adversaries should be round about him: Jerusalem is as a menstruous woman among them.18The LORD is righteous; for I have rebelled against his commandment: hear, I pray you, all people, and behold my sorrow: my virgins and my young men are gone into captivity.19I called for my lovers, but they deceived me: my priests and mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they sought their meat to relieve their souls.20Behold, O LORD; for I am in distress: my bowels are troubled; mine heart is turned within me; for I have grievously rebelled: abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as death.21They have heard that I sigh: there is none to comfort me: all mine enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad that thou hast done it: thou wilt bring the day that thou hast called, and they shall be like unto me.22Let all their wickedness come before thee; and do unto them, as thou hast done unto me for all my transgressions: for my sighs are many, and my heart is faint.


"Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by," cries Jerusalem in the midst of her distress (v. 12). How many times we pass by without bothering to consider the suffering of others! (v. 21). How many precious occasions we have missed to express a little sympathy! Let us ask the Lord to give us more responsive hearts, so that we can better understand the problems of those around us and bring them real comfort from God.
We can but think of the cross in the presence of this unequalled suffering inflicted by the wrath of God (v. 12). But Christ did "nothing amiss" whereas Jeremiah speaks for Jerusalem who, like the thief, recognises that she has fully deserved what she received (v. 18; Luke 23:41). We can also see the crowd of those "that passed by" before the crucified Saviour (Matt. 27:39). Amongst these passers by – and today there are still those who would pass by the cross – were some that were hostile, some mockers, but above all people who did not care. This question is meant for them. Dear friend, the Lord Jesus suffered for your salvation. Don't you care about it? Does it mean nothing to you?


November 14

Lamentations 2:1-10

1How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the day of his anger!2The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daughter of Judah; he hath brought them down to the ground: he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof.3He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devoureth round about.4He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he stood with his right hand as an adversary, and slew all that were pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: he poured out his fury like fire.5The Lord was as an enemy: he hath swallowed up Israel, he hath swallowed up all her palaces: he hath destroyed his strong holds, and hath increased in the daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation.6And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: he hath destroyed his places of the assembly: the LORD hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger the king and the priest.7The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces; they have made a noise in the house of the LORD, as in the day of a solemn feast.8The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand from destroying: therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament; they languished together.9Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD.10The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep silence: they have cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground.


In ch. 1 the enemies of Jerusalem were held responsible for all her troubles. From now on, all that has happened is seen as the work of the Lord and of Him alone. May we also learn to recognise the One who disciplines us, sometimes to punish us, but always to bless us in the end. Instead of being stopped in our Christian life by the means which God uses to achieve this: worries about health and money, annoying things which crop up at work . . . instead of seeking merely to be relieved of them as soon as possible, let us humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God and cast all our cares on Him, for He cares about us (1 Peter 5:6-7).
Jerusalem makes a full inventory of the disaster which has befallen her. Her king, her priests and her prophets have either been taken captive or massacred, her solemn forms of worship have been abolished, her walls ruined. Nothing has been spared, not even the most sacred things: the altar and the sanctuary have been defiled (1:10) and wrecked, and the precious objects taken away to Babylon right down to the ark itself, "His footstool" (v. 1; Ps. 132:7), along with the law which was contained in it! (v. 9; 1 Kings 8:9). It disappears for ever, proof that God was breaking off the relations with His guilty people, which had been based on it.


November 15

Lamentations 2:11-22

11Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of my people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the city.12They say to their mothers, Where is corn and wine? when they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city, when their soul was poured out into their mothers' bosom.13What thing shall I take to witness for thee? what thing shall I liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? what shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee?14Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity; but have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment.15All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of the whole earth?16All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We have swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen it.17The LORD hath done that which he had devised; he hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old: he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied: and he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath set up the horn of thine adversaries.18Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease.19Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord: lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the top of every street.20Behold, O LORD, and consider to whom thou hast done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and children of a span long? shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?21The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword; thou hast slain them in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not pitied.22Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round about, so that in the day of the LORD's anger none escaped nor remained: those that I have swaddled and brought up hath mine enemy consumed.


How great is the prophet's desolation at the picture portrayed in the previous verses. He cannot stop his tears from flowing in the presence of the ruin which is "great like the sea" (v. 13). The Lord Jesus also wept over Jerusalem, as He knew in advance what the consequences of His rejection would be for the guilty city (Luke 19:41 . . .).
If the kings, the princes, the priests, the false prophets (v. 14) and the majority of the people deserved these blows which befell them, there are also many others who suffer without being directly responsible. Babies die of hunger; old people and young children collapse in the streets from lack of food (vv. 11, 19, 21). However, Jeremiah does not ask for any reason why. He puts himself "in the breach" (Ps. 106:23) on the behalf of the people whom he loves.
Vv. 15, 16 again present to us those who "pass by". But here it is not only a matter of indifference, as in Lam. 1:12. This time they wag their heads, gnash their teeth, stare shamelessly, hurl insults and scorn. The Lord Jesus, the holy Victim, during those hours of His crucifixion, experienced all these expressions of man's wickedness (Ps. 22:7-8; Ps. 35:21).


November 16

Lamentations 3:1-24


1I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.2He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light.3Surely against me is he turned; he turneth his hand against me all the day.4My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones.5He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall and travail.6He hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old.7He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out: he hath made my chain heavy.8Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer.9He hath inclosed my ways with hewn stone, he hath made my paths crooked.10He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places.11He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces: he hath made me desolate.12He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow.13He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to enter into my reins.14I was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day.15He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken with wormwood.16He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes.17And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace: I forgat prosperity.18And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from the LORD:19Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall.20My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me.21This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.22It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.23They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.24The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.


With ch. 3 we reach the heart of this little book and at the same time the depths of the prophet's distress. Although he is innocent, Jeremiah personally takes the iniquities of his people upon himself, so that the punishment is seen as also falling on him alone: "I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath . . ." (v. 1). He thus represents the Lord Jesus accomplishing atonement for our sins. The sufferings endured on the cross for man, which vv. 14, 30 remind us of (cf. Ps. 69:12; Isa. 50:6 respectively) were followed during the three hours of darkness by the sufferings which God inflicted upon Him when He dealt with Him as with sin itself. These terrible expressions of His wrath were all to be suffered by the Saviour (cf. v. 8; Ps. 22:2). And yet His faith and hope did not falter for a moment; in contrast, Jeremiah's deserted him (v. 18).
However, from v. 21 onwards, the afflicted one looks for help from the very One who was afflicting him. Now his obedient and trusting faith leads him to find the marvellous compassion of the LORD, which are "new every morning" (v. 23).


November 17

Lamentations 3:25-51

25The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.26It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.27It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.28He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him.29He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope.30He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with reproach.31For the Lord will not cast off for ever:32But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies.33For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.34To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth,35To turn aside the right of a man before the face of the most High,36To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord approveth not.37Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?38Out of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil and good?39Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins?40Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD.41Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.42We have transgressed and have rebelled: thou hast not pardoned.43Thou hast covered with anger, and persecuted us: thou hast slain, thou hast not pitied.44Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass through.45Thou hast made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people.46All our enemies have opened their mouths against us.47Fear and a snare is come upon us, desolation and destruction.48Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water for the destruction of the daughter of my people.49Mine eye trickleth down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission,50Till the LORD look down, and behold from heaven.51Mine eye affecteth mine heart because of all the daughters of my city.


In order that testing might never lead us to doubt God's love, the prophet is now quick to add that "he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men" (v. 33). This is especially true of those who are His redeemed! 1 Peter 1:6 confirms that He only does it "for a season" and only "if need be". Now testing is often necessary to break our own will when we have allowed it to develop. That is why it is good for a man "to bear the yoke in his youth" (v. 27). Working hard at being obedient when one is still a child and learning to do as one is told in the family home is a way of preparing oneself to accept the authority of the Lord for all one's life.
For us also, testing is often an opportunity to examine ourselves: "Let us search and try our ways . . ." (v. 40). We will thus be able to acknowledge with the author of Psalm 119: "It is good for me that I have been afflicted" (v. 71).
"Thou hast made us as the off-scouring and refuse in the midst of the people" (v. 45). Paul uses the same comparison, but not to complain about it (1 Cor. 4:13). The service of the evangelist and the love of the saints allowed him freely to accept that situation.


November 18

Lamentations 3:52-66; Lamentations 4:1-6

52Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, without cause.53They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon me.54Waters flowed over mine head; then I said, I am cut off.55I called upon thy name, O LORD, out of the low dungeon.56Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry.57Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon thee: thou saidst, Fear not.58O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast redeemed my life.59O LORD, thou hast seen my wrong: judge thou my cause.60Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all their imaginations against me.61Thou hast heard their reproach, O LORD, and all their imaginations against me;62The lips of those that rose up against me, and their device against me all the day.63Behold their sitting down, and their rising up; I am their musick.64Render unto them a recompence, O LORD, according to the work of their hands.65Give them sorrow of heart, thy curse unto them.66Persecute and destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the LORD.
1How is the gold become dim! how is the most fine gold changed! the stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the top of every street.2The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!3Even the sea monsters draw out the breast, they give suck to their young ones: the daughter of my people is become cruel, like the ostriches in the wilderness.4The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst: the young children ask bread, and no man breaketh it unto them.5They that did feed delicately are desolate in the streets: they that were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills.6For the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment, and no hands stayed on her.


We remember the terrible pit into which Jeremiah was thrown by those who were his "enemies . . . without cause". It inspired the verses from v. 52 onwards and it illustrates the terrors of death into which the Saviour, for His part, actually entered (Jonah 2:3).
However, vv. 55-58 could be the experience of anyone groaning under the burden of their sins and coming to a realisation of what the Lord has done for them.
Ch. 4 contrasts the present state of Jerusalem with the condition she had been in before. In the times of her prosperity everything looked beautiful. The sons of Zion were "comparable to fine gold". Notice it is only comparable, for when the testing is over, as with the refiner's fire, everything has been consumed, whereas genuine gold remains there inviolate. Yes, it was sadly just a deceptive glitter. Let us remember that; it is always the testing which does away with external appearances and reveals the true state of the heart. The cruelty (v. 3), the absence of all compassion (v. 4), the disgusting selfishness which results in the most abominable acts (v. 10), are now what appear as the bare facts about the inhabitants of Jerusalem. God reveals what was in the depth of their hearts and His judgment fire left nothing of their false devotion.
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Lamentations 4:7-22

7Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing was of sapphire:8Their visage is blacker than a coal; they are not known in the streets: their skin cleaveth to their bones; it is withered, it is become like a stick.9They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be slain with hunger: for these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field.10The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children: they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people.11The LORD hath accomplished his fury; he hath poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof.12The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would not have believed that the adversary and the enemy should have entered into the gates of Jerusalem.13For the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her priests, that have shed the blood of the just in the midst of her,14They have wandered as blind men in the streets, they have polluted themselves with blood, so that men could not touch their garments.15They cried unto them, Depart ye; it is unclean; depart, depart, touch not: when they fled away and wandered, they said among the heathen, They shall no more sojourn there.16The anger of the LORD hath divided them; he will no more regard them: they respected not the persons of the priests, they favoured not the elders.17As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain help: in our watching we have watched for a nation that could not save us.18They hunt our steps, that we cannot go in our streets: our end is near, our days are fulfilled; for our end is come.19Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the heaven: they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness.20The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the LORD, was taken in their pits, of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the heathen.21Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwellest in the land of Uz; the cup also shall pass through unto thee: thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make thyself naked.22The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion; he will no more carry thee away into captivity: he will visit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom; he will discover thy sins.


The corruption in Israel even reached the Nazarites, in other words those who (like Christians today) should stand out as different by the purity of their behaviour and their complete separation to God. They represent the very depth of degradation. "They are not known in the streets" (v. 8). There is no longer anything which distinguishes them from all the other wretched inhabitants of Jerusalem! Let us ask ourselves to what extent our behaviour in the world makes us recognized as truly being set apart for the Lord.
And what about those who were responsible for looking after the people, namely the prophets and the priests. They had shed the blood of the just! (v. 13). Jeremiah's experience confirmed that (Jer. 26:8).
"Our end is near . . . our end is come", say the afflicted of the people (v. 18) after having waited uselessly for "vain help" and having realised that nobody could save them (v. 17). Now, this is the moment when God declares: "The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished" (v. 22; cf. Isaiah 40:1-2). It will be Edom's turn now to undergo punishment. It is always so. When it has become clear that nothing can come to our aid and that we are at the end of our own strength, the moment has arrived for God sovereignly to intervene and save us.
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Lamentations 5:1-22

1Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach.2Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens.3We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows.4We have drunken our water for money; our wood is sold unto us.5Our necks are under persecution: we labour, and have no rest.6We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread.7Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have borne their iniquities.8Servants have ruled over us: there is none that doth deliver us out of their hand.9We gat our bread with the peril of our lives because of the sword of the wilderness.10Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine.11They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah.12Princes are hanged up by their hand: the faces of elders were not honoured.13They took the young men to grind, and the children fell under the wood.14The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from their musick.15The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning.16The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned!17For this our heart is faint; for these things our eyes are dim.18Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it.19Thou, O LORD, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation.20Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time?21Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old.22But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very wroth against us.


In a final complaint the "remnant" of the people paint a sad and humiliating description of their condition, hiding nothing. Not only their fathers (v. 7) but they themselves have sinned and are paying the penalty (v. 16). It is to this point that both the unconverted and the believer who has let some fault get the better of him need to come. We all know from experience this painful work of God in our conscience, to which our pride is so often an obstacle! However, in contrast to the people in this chapter (v. 22), from the moment when we confess our sins we know that God has already forgiven us through the work of Christ.
Nevertheless, these verses, as others throughout the book, present specially before us the idea of collective sin. We can think of the evil which has also invaded the Church like leaven, worldliness and the ruin that has resulted from it and whose moral effects are as deplorable as the picture in this chapter. Indeed, if we are concerned about the glory of the Lord we cannot remain unconcerned at such a sad state of affairs. May we be given truly humbled hearts but also hearts which have faith in God who, Himself, never changes (v. 19).
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Mark 1:1-13

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;2As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.3The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.4John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.5And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.6And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey;7And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.8I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.9And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.10And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him:11And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.12And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.13And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.


The Gospel according to Mark is that of the perfect Servant. We find here neither the account of the birth of the Lord Jesus, nor His genealogy. This is because the only things which determine the value of a servant are his qualities of obedience, faithfulness and readiness to serve. But from the first words He is described as the Son of God, so that the reader is not misled about the Person whose humble service is going to be narrated; it is about a willing Slave. Being in the form of God, the Lord Jesus has Himself taken the form of a servant (or slave – Phil. 2: 6, 7).
Preceded by the witness of John, the Lord immediately begins His ministry and this first chapter is characterised by the use of the word "immediately" or "straightway" (it occurs 11 times). The Lord Jesus submits Himself to baptism. Even though He is "holy, harmless, undefiled" (Heb. 7:26), He takes His place among repentant sinners. But, so that He is not confused with them, God makes a solemn declaration from heaven about His "holy servant Jesus" (Acts 4:27, 30 JND trans.), a declaration which comes before His ministry. It is not, "Thou art my beloved Son in whom I will be well pleased", but "in whom I am well pleased".
Then the Lord Jesus is driven by the Spirit into the wilderness in order to bind the Enemy who held us in slavery (Mark 3:27). Everywhere where we have been led astray by sin, love and obedience led the Lord Jesus to deliver us.
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Mark 1:14-28

14Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,15And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.16Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.17And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.18And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.19And when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets.20And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him.21And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught.22And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.23And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,24Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.25And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him.26And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him.27And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.28And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.


From the time that the Lord Jesus appeared, the ministry of John the Baptist came to an end.
The kingdom of God is at hand; the King is amongst His people in person. And He makes a proclamation which is summed up in two commandments which are still valid today, "Repent ye, and believe the gospel". The Lord reads in the heart of each one the answer given to this pressing invitation. Then to those who have listened to Him and received Him, He addresses another personal call, a call to serve and follow Him. "Come ye after me", He says to four disciples whose innermost thoughts He knew. "And straightway they . . . followed him". So that they could do this, let us emphasize this, this call was essential. Man cannot say, of his own accord, to God, "I give myself to you"; it is the Lord who, knowing everything, decides, "I will take you into my service".
At Capernaum, the Lord Jesus cures a man possessed by an unclean spirit who was even in the synagogue, distinct proof of the terrible state of ruin into which Israel had then fallen. From the commencement of the Lord's ministry His power is in conflict with the power of Satan – which we may not readily recognise – but which has its effect on our bodies as well as our souls.
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Mark 1:29-45

29And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.30But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her.31And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them.32And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils.33And all the city was gathered together at the door.34And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him.35And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.36And Simon and they that were with him followed after him.37And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee.38And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.39And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.40And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.41And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.42And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.43And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away;44And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.45But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter.


After the synagogue in Capernaum, the home of Andrew and Simon is the scene of a miracle of grace. The Lord Jesus is always ready to be received into our homes and to grant us His deliverance. Let us be like the disciples, let us speak to Him about whatever is troubling us (v. 30). As soon as she was healed, Simon's mother-in-law hastens to minister to the Lord and His followers. Did she not have before her very eyes the Example of the greatest service?
The evening drew on; but for such a Servant the day is not finished. They bring to Him those who are sick, and tirelessly He relieves their pain and heals them. What was the secret of this wonderful activity? From where did the Lord Jesus draw such strength which was constantly being renewed? V. 35 tells us that it came from being in communion with His God. See how this perfect Man begins His day (cf. Isa. 50:4). But when He is told of His popularity, He leaves the crowds who are only curious to see His miracles, and goes off to preach the gospel elsewhere.
Then the Lord Jesus heals a leper and tells him exactly how he must bear testimony, a testimony according to the Word (v. 44; Lev. 14). Sadly the man acts according to his own thoughts and this hinders God's work in this town.
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Mark 2:1-17

1And again he entered into Capernaum, after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house.2And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.3And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.4And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.5When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.6But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,7Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?8And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?9Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?10But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)11I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.12And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.13And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them.14And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.15And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him.16And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?17When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.


In the house at Capernaum, the Lord Jesus makes Himself known according to Psalm 103:3 as the One who forgiveth all iniquities and who healeth all diseases. In the case of the paralytic, He fulfills both parts of this verse as a witness to everyone. Yes, He who pardons sins — a spiritual work — and who gives material proof of it in also healing the disease, can only be the LORD, the God of Israel.
The publicans collected taxes for the Romans. This made them rich (for a percentage came back to them) but, at the same time, brought them the contempt of their compatriots. But the Lord, in calling Levi and in accepting his invitation to dine, shows that He neither despises nor rejects anyone. On the contrary, He came for well-known sinners, those who would not hide their condition (1 Tim. 1:15). And He sits at table with them, having made Himself their Friend. Since the Fall, man fears God and flees from Him because of man's bad conscience. Before saving His creature, God's first task was therefore to approach him and to gain his confidence. That is what the Lord Jesus did, in humbling Himself even to meeting wretched man, in order to make him understand that God loves him.
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Mark 2:18-28

18And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?19And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.20But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.21No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.22And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles.23And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn.24And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?25And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him?26How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?27And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:28Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.


If the characteristic word of the perfect Servant is "immediately", that of the unbelieving Jews is "why?" or "how?" (vv. 7, 16, 18, 24). When He was questioned about fasting, the Lord Jesus explained that it was a mark of sadness which, consequently, would not be appropriate while He was with them. His coming was a cause for great joy for all the people (Luke 2:10). Then He takes this opportunity of contrasting the rules and traditions of Judaism with the Gospel of free grace, which He had come to bring them. It is sad to record that man prefers religious ceremony to God's grace because this allows him to make himself a good reputation in the eyes of other people, whilst continuing to do what he wants. Conversely, v. 22 suggests to us that the Christian is one who is completely renewed. If his heart is changed, if he is filled with a new joy, his outward behaviour must necessarily also be transformed.
The Pharisees blame the disciples because they pluck ears of corn on the Sabbath day. Man always turns what God has given him to his own ends. The Sabbath was a favour granted to Israel but it was used as a yoke to increase Israel's moral bondage (Acts 15:10).
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Mark 3:1-19

1And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand.2And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him.3And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth.4And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace.5And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other.6And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him.7But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judaea,8And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him.9And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him.10For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues.11And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.12And he straitly charged them that they should not make him known.13And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him.14And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,15And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:16And Simon he surnamed Peter;17And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder:18And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite,19And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an house.


A second healing takes place in the synagogue at Capernaum and it is once again a Sabbath day (Mark 1:21). The Lord asks this sick man, whose hand is dried up, to do just the thing which he is incapable of doing. As he begins to obey, the man gives proof of his faith and it is this which allows the Lord Jesus to heal him. Alas, look at the hardness of heart of those standing by! Instead of rejoicing with the man who had been healed and admiring the power of the Lord, these evil men use this miracle as a pretext to try to put the Lord Jesus to death. But He pursues His ministry of grace, and the crowds, composed mainly of foreigners from Tyre and Sidon (and even Edomites) continue to flock to Him to hear Him and to find healing. Then He takes twelve disciples apart and ordains them "that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth" (cf. John 15:16). To be with the Lord Jesus: what an immense privilege and at the same time, an essential pre-condition of being capable of being sent out later. How can we fulfil any service without having first received His directions (Jer. 23:21-22)?
In this gospel, each of the twelve is named singly, to remind us that a servant must wait directly and personally upon his Master in order to receive guidance and help.


November 27

Mark 3:20-35

20And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread.21And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself.22And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.23And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan?24And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.25And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.26And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.27No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.28Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme:29But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation:30Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.31There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him.32And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.33And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren?34And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!35For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.


Always ready to let people come near to Him, the Lord allows the crowd to fill the house which He had entered. He immediately starts to teach them without even having time to eat. We who often are so little disposed to open our doors to strangers, to let ourselves be disturbed or to change any of our habits, let us follow this example of tireless devotion and complete self-denial. Let us also remember that even an undesirable visitor may be sent to us so that we can speak to him about the salvation of his soul.
Some people are troubled about the meaning of v. 29. They fear that they may once have spoken, by accident, a sinful word which could never be forgiven. This is to misunderstand the grace of God. "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost was the terrible sin of unbelieving Israel. These people attributed to Satan the power of the Holy Spirit who was in the Lord Jesus. It was extremely serious and the absolute opposite of common sense (v. 26).
In the last paragraph the Lord marks out clearly those whom He considers to be members of His family. To do the will of God was, and still is, to listen to the Lord Jesus.


November 28

Mark 4:1-12

1And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.2And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,3Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:4And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.5And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:6But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.8And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.9And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.10And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable.11And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:12That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.


The Lord Jesus is by the seaside and teaches the crowds, using the picture language of parables. The first is that of the Sower. He presents Himself here as the One who bears the good seed of the Gospel and scatters it in the world. Although He knows their hearts and the way in which they will receive — or will not receive — the truth, He gives each one the opportunity to come into contact with the Word of life. Have you received it?
V. 12 must not disturb us — as if the Lord could be afraid of seeing men being converted and that He would be obliged, in spite of Himself, to forgive their sins! We must understand that it is the Jewish people in general which is in question here. They have accused the Lord Jesus of having a demon, thus rejecting the witness of the Holy Spirit. Such a sin cannot be forgiven them and Israel will be hardened in so far as the nation is concerned (Mark 3:29; Rom. 11:7-8, 25). But all those who wish to talk to the Lord Jesus "alone", can find room "about Him" today as then, to hear the revelation of the mysteries of the kingdom of God (vv. 10, 11, 34; cf. Prov. 28:5). Let us make use of this great privilege and in particular do not let us deprive ourselves of meetings where we gather around the Lord to listen to His Word.


November 29

Mark 4:13-25

13And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?14The sower soweth the word.15And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.16And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.18And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,19And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.20And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.21And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?22For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.23If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.24And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.25For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.


The Lord explains the parable of the Sower to His disciples. This is the starting point of all His teaching (v. 13). Indeed, in order to understand it, the Gospel must first have taken root in the heart.
Even if we are true believers we should take heed because, sometimes, we resemble the first three kinds of ground, for it is not only the good news of salvation which Satan seeks to steal immediately it is sown. How many words has God spoken to us to which our hearts have not been sensitive, because our contacts with the world have hardened us like the wayside (see Mark 6:52). Or has it not often happened that we have acted according to our own feelings, so that the time of trial shows our lack of dependence and faith (cf. v. 17).
In contrast to carelessness, cares are equally harmful (Luke 21:34). With "the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things", they can choke not only the spiritual life of a child of God but also deprive the Lord of the fruit which such a person would have borne in due season (Titus 3:14). "Take heed what ye hear", advises the Lord Jesus (v. 24). In Luke 8:18 we read, "Take heed therefore how ye hear". Yes, how do we receive the divine Word?


November 30

Mark 4:26-41

26And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground;27And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.28For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.29But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.30And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it?31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:32But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.33And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it.34But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples.35And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.36And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships.37And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?39And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.40And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?41And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?


The parable of vv. 26-29 which corresponds to that of the tares of the field in Matthew 13 presents somewhat different teaching. Here it is only a question of the work of God, whereas in Matthew, the enemy intervenes too because of the negligence of the men who were sleeping. In our v. 27, the great Sower also appears to sleep. But in reality, by day as by night, without being seen, He is watching over His precious seed and surrounding it with all necessary care so that it will grow until it is ready to harvest. Dear Christian friends, perhaps it sometimes seems to us that the Lord is indifferent to us, that He does not hear our prayers, that His work is a lost cause. But lift up your eyes, as the Lord Jesus invites His disciples to do by faith. The fields are white already to harvest (John 4:35).
In passing over to the other side, which corresponds to the perilous passage through this world, the disciples are not alone. With them, in the boat, they have taken the Lord "even as he was" (v. 36). How many people have a wrong and distant picture of the Lord Jesus. "What manner of man is this?" the disciples ask. He is the same Person who has gathered the wind in His fists, who has bound the waters in a garment (Prov. 30:4).



December 1

Mark 5:1-20

1And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.2And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,3Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:4Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.5And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.6But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,7And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.8For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.9And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many.10And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.11Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.12And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.13And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.14And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done.15And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.16And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine.17And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.18And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him.19Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.20And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.


The Lord and His disciples come ashore in the country of the Gadarenes. The first person whom they meet is a man completely possessed by demons which make him wild and unmanageable. What a dreadful scene; we have in this madman the moral picture of sinful man, the plaything of the Devil, carried away and tormented by his wild passions, living with death (the tombs). He was dangerous to his fellow men and could only do harm to himself. What a frightful state to be in – and it is our state by nature!
We would probably back away from such a creature in fear or even horror. The Lord Jesus does not turn away from him. On the contrary, He is going to deal with this wretched man, not to bind him with chains as the townspeople had vainly tried to do, but to deliver him from his misery and slavery.
The inhabitants of the town could see in this miracle only the loss of their pigs! At their request the Lord goes away, but leaves behind a witness – and who is it? "He that had been possessed with the devil". Is this not a picture of today? Rejected by the world, Christ keeps in the world those He has saved and gives them a commission to speak of Him. How do we carry this out? (Ps. 66:16).


December 2

Mark 5:21-43

21And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.22And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet,23And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.24And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.25And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,26And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,27When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.28For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.29And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.30And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?31And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?32And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.33But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.34And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.35While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?36As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.37And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.38And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.39And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.40And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying.41And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.42And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.43And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be given her to eat.


A ruler of the synagogue, called Jairus, appeals to the Lord Jesus to heal his daughter. But while the Master is on the way there, a woman, whom no doctor had been able to help, secretly tries to avail herself of His power. Dear friend, perhaps you have searched all over the place for cleansing from your defilement; the Lord Jesus is still passing near you today. Do like this poor woman did; take hold of the hem of His garment (cf. Mark 6:56)!
The woman knows that she is saved and the Lord knows it too. But everyone must hear about it; that is why the Lord Jesus wants her to overcome her shyness, to make herself known, and to confess publicly "all the truth". In this way she obtains, in response to her faith, a word of grace infinitely more wonderful than just physical healing: "Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace" (v. 34).
Meanwhile, Jairus' house was filled with laments and cries of despair (though without any great reality; see v. 40). But with a word, the Lord Jesus comforts the poor father (v. 36) and turns the thoughts of this man (and ours) towards God. "Be not afraid, only believe". Then with another word – so touching that the Spirit has even given us it in the very language used by the Saviour – He brings the young girl back to life.


December 3

Mark 6:1-13

1And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him.2And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.4But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.5And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.6And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.7And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits;8And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse:9But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.10And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from that place.11And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.12And they went out, and preached that men should repent.13And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.


To the inhabitants of Nazareth, the Lord Jesus was "the carpenter". For thirty years He had hidden His glory under the humble guise of a village craftsman. Such humbling cannot be understood by the natural man who is used to judging everything by appearances.
If it was difficult for the witness of the Lord to be received "in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house", how much more so for us where we are known – with all our faults and with our sad past life. But it is also there where the fruits of new life will be the most evident and will make for the most powerful of preaching (Phil. 2:15). Having been called in Mark 3:13-19, the twelve are now sent out to preach repentance. The Lord commands them to take nothing for their journey. Their life must be one of faith. Moment by moment, they will receive whatever is necessary both for their service and for their own needs. Supplying themselves with provisions would deprive them of rich experiences and make them lose sight of the bond which unites them with their absent Master. By contrast, their sandals were indispensable. They suggest what Ephesians 6:15 calls "the preparation of the gospel of peace". Every believer must adorn his walk with them so that he confirms the message of grace which he bears (cf. Rom. 10:15).


December 4

Mark 6:14-29

14And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.15Others said, That it is Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets.16But when Herod heard thereof, he said, It is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the dead.17For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.18For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.19Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:20For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.21And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee;22And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee.23And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom.24And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist.25And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist.26And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her.27And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison,28And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother.29And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb.


A man with a bad conscience lives in a state of fear (Prov. 28:1). When Herod, who had John's head cut off, hears people talking about the Lord Jesus, he is terrified at the thought that the prophet might be risen. This would mean that God Himself had taken John's side. For the same reason, men will be struck with terror when the Lord Jesus, the crucified, appears on the clouds in the sky (Rev. 6:2, 15-17; Rev. 11:10-11).
How blessed is John's portion, the greatest of the prophets, compared with the destiny of his miserable murderer! This Herod is cowardly rather than cruel like his father, Herod the great. Feeble in character, ruled by his lusts, "he did many things" when he had listened to John, except to live his life in accord with the will of God. Doing many things, even good things, is not sufficient to please God. But here "a convenient day" has come; yes, convenient for Satan and the two women whom he is going to use. A banquet, the seduction of a dance, a thoughtless promise kept because of pride – here is all that is needed to commit an abominable crime, later paid for by the most dreadful anguish of spirit.


December 5

Mark 6:30-44

30And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, and what they had taught.31And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.32And they departed into a desert place by ship privately.33And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him.34And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.35And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed:36Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.37He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?38He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes.39And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass.40And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.41And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them all.42And they did all eat, and were filled.43And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes.44And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men.


The apostles on returning to the Lord are full of what they have done and eager to tell Him all about it. The Master knows that they now need a little rest and He has prepared a place for them "apart" with Him. We often speak lightly of our need for relaxation so let us consider some of the reasons why the disciples enjoy this rest: firstly, it follows work for the Lord; secondly, we are only speaking of a little rest, because the world can offer no lasting rest (see Micah 2:10). Thirdly, it is taken apart from the world and not among the distractions which it offers. Fourthly, it is enjoyed with the Lord.
It is indeed a short rest. The crowds are already assembling. The Lord Jesus would feed their souls then their bodies (Matt. 4:4); but first He tests His disciples. They had just been telling Him all that they had done so this was the moment to prove their abilities instead of sending the people away. "Give ye them to eat", the Lord tells them, to make them realise that all power comes from Him. At the same time, in grace, He involves them in His act of goodness. Once again we see wisdom, power and love, characteristics of the perfect Servant, shining forth.


December 6

Mark 6:45-56

45And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people.46And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray.47And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.48And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.49But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out:50For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.51And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.52For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.53And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore.54And when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him,55And ran through that whole region round about, and began to carry about in beds those that were sick, where they heard he was.56And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole.


At the time of the first crossing of the lake (Mark 4:35-41) the Lord was with His disciples, even though He was asleep in the boat. Here the faith of the twelve is tested more severely because this time their Master is not with them. He has gone up into the mountain to pray, while they, alone in the night, struggle against the wind and waves. They have lost sight of the Lord Jesus, but He (note this detail) sees them on the rough sea (v. 48). Towards the end of the night, He comes to them (Job 9:8). How unready they are to meet Him! Then, with a word, He makes Himself known and reassures them, "Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid" (v. 50; Isa. 43:2). How many believers, going through testing, at the end of their tether, have also been able to hear the Lord's well-known voice reminding them of His presence and His love!
Coming ashore a second time in the land of Gennesaret, the Lord Jesus is received quite differently from His first visit. Although there is no mention of the man called "Legion", the impressive welcome given to the Lord can only be the result of this man's faithful witness (Mark 5:20). May the Lord bless our witness thus, while we wait for His return!


December 7

Mark 7:1-16

1Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem.2And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault.3For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.4And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.5Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?6He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.7Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctines the commandments of men.8For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.9And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.10For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:11But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.12And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;13Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.14And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand:15There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.16If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.


The Pharisees are jealous of the Lord's success with the crowds, but they dare not stand up to Him because they fear the crowds, so they find fault with the disciples as they have already done in Mark 2:24. For these hypocrites, outward purity was much more important than their conscience which concerned them less. This religion without holiness suited the natural heart perfectly. The Pharisees were concerned only with obtaining men's approbation and not God's.
In contrast, the believer's aim is, above all, to please the Lord (Gal. 1:10). Because He looks on the heart, that will lead us to careful inward "washing", in other words, to judging our thoughts, motives and intentions in the light of the Word, which shows up even the slightest defilement. The Lord Jesus points out to these Pharisees that their traditions even contradict the divine commandments and especially in one flagrant case — that of the consideration and respect for parents. Let us emphasise the danger of traditions. To do something only "because it has always been done" takes away all exercise and can seriously lead us astray. We must always ask ourselves what the Scripture says.


December 8

Mark 7:17-37

17And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable.18And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him;19Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?20And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.21For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,22Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:23All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.24And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid.25For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet:26The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.27But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.28And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.29And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.30And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed.31And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.32And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him.33And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;34And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened.35And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.36And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it;37And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.


The Lord knows the heart of man very well and puts His disciples on their guard against what can come out of it. We have this same natural heart but, praise God, there is a remedy for it (Ps. 51:10).
After the statement He has just made, we can imagine what joy the Lord Jesus felt on meeting the Syrophenician woman. He appears, at first, to be very severe with her; this manifests in her not only great faith which nothing can discourage, but also true humility, for in contrast with the proud Pharisees, this woman does not lay claim to any title or merit. She takes her true place before God and accepts the judgment appropriate to her condition (Isa. 57:15).
After this, the Lord Jesus restores the use of his senses to a deaf-mute after having previously drawn him aside from the crowd. Who would dare butt in on this interview of the Saviour with this poor afflicted man? The conversion of a sinner requires direct, personal and intimate contact with the Lord (see also Mark 8:23).
Our reading ends with the testimony of the crowds to the Lord Jesus, "He hath done all things well" (v. 37). Each believer, thinking of all his past, is able to confirm this in his own experience, "Yes, Lord, you do all things well".


December 9

Mark 8:1-21

1In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, and saith unto them,2I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have nothing to eat:3And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for divers of them came from far.4And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the wilderness?5And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven.6And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them before the people.7And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them.8So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets.9And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he sent them away.10And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha.11And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, tempting him.12And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation.13And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side.14Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf.15And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.16And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread.17And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened?18Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember?19When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve.20And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven.21And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand?


We can have different motives in doing good, more or less commendable. We can seek the esteem of other people like the Pharisees, or we can appease our conscience by fulfilling our social duty. And in Christendom, how much work has no other driving force! But what prompted the Lord constantly to action was His compassion for the crowds, whom He fed a second time by this act of power (v. 2; Mark 6:34). Our daily contacts with the world, its covetousness, its defilement, have a tendency to make us hard. Being used to seeing all around us material and moral misery, and above all, spiritual misery, we are no longer concerned. But the heart of the Lord Jesus remained divinely sensitive. The state of the deaf-mute in 7:34 made Him sigh (or groan) and look up to heaven. In v. 12 it is the unbelief of the Pharisees which makes Him sigh deeply. And finally, the hardness of heart of His own disciples upsets Him just as much (see also Mark 6:52; Mark 7:18). The two miracles in which they had taken part had not been enough to give them confidence in their Master (cf. John 14:8-9). How much the Lord suffered during His life because of His sympathy for men but also because of the unbelief and ingratitude of men, and even of His own sometimes.


December 10

Mark 8:22-38

22And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him.23And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.24And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.25After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.26And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.27And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?28And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.29And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.30And he charged them that they should tell no man of him.31And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.33But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.34And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.35For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.36For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?37Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?38Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.


At Bethsaida, that town whose unbelief the Lord specially condemned (Matt. 11:21), He performs another miracle for a poor, blind man. The Lord had to put His hands on the man twice to heal him; likewise we sometimes come step by step to the light of God (Ps. 138:8; Phil. 1:6).
After this, the Lord Jesus questions His disciples on the opinions which are going around about Him. Then He asks them a direct and fundamental question, "But whom say ye that I am?" Yes, whatever opinions others may have of the Lord Jesus, I must have a personal appreciation of Him. But this is only the starting point on the path in which He invites me to follow Him: the path of self-denial and of the cross where I died with Him. Some people, when tested, speak with resignation of the cross they have to bear, or of the "Calvary" which they must accept. But this is not what the Lord means here. He asks each believer willingly to take the burden of shame and suffering which the world will not be slow to give him if he is faithful (Gal. 6:14). "For my sake", the Lord Jesus states, for this is the great secret which allows the Christian to accept death to the world and to self (v. 35; Rom. 8:36).


December 11

Mark 9:1-13

1And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.2And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them.3And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them.4And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.5And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.6For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid.7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.8And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves.9And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead.10And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean.11And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias must first come?12And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought.13But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him.


According to the promise in v. 1, three disciples are now to be allowed a preview of "the kingdom of God come with power". This kingdom is set forth in the King Himself, whom they recognize as the Lord Jesus, their Master, clothed in majesty and in resplendent glory. The One who usually veiled His glory and hid it beneath the humble "form of a servant", here uncovers it for a moment to the view of His dazzled and amazed disciples (Ps. 104:1). Then a voice comes from the cloud; it is for us also: "This is my beloved Son; hear him." The more great and dignified a person is, the more important are his words. Now the person we are invited to hear is none other than the well-beloved Son of God. Let us pay even greater attention to His teaching (Heb. 12:25).
However good it was to be on the mountain (v. 5) they must come down from it and the Lord makes the three disciples understand that what they have seen will only be fulfilled later. Neither John (represented by Elias, v. 13) nor He Himself has been received. That is why it is necessary now for Him to go to the cross and to suffer so much before entering into His glory.


December 12

Mark 9:14-32

14And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them.15And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him.16And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?17And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit;18And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.19He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.20And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.21And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.22And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.23Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.24And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.25When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.26And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead.27But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.28And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out?29And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.30And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it.31For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.32But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him.


Having come down from the mountain, the Lord again takes up His service of love, which the apostle Peter, who was privileged to witness it, summarizes so beautifully in the book of Acts. "Jesus of Nazareth," he says, "went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him" (Acts 10:38-39). The Lord finds a great multitude of people talking and arguing among themselves. The object of all this consternation is a poor boy who, in spite of his youth, suffers from terrible fits of demon-inspired hysterics. In vain had the poor father brought the need of his only son before the disciples; they were not able to cast out this spirit. Before setting the boy free Himself, the Lord Jesus puts His finger on the reason for their failure: unbelief; for "all things are possible to him that believeth". Then, in tears, the man yields himself to the Lord. He understands that it is not an effort of will which can give him faith and recognizes that he is incapable of it himself. Divine help is needed not only for the deliverance itself, but even to ask for it.
In v. 26 the demonic power shows itself once more, so that the victory of the Lord is evident. He tenderly takes the child by the hand and lifts him up.


December 13

Mark 9:33-50

33And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way?34But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.35And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.36And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them,37Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.38And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us.39But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me.40For he that is not against us is on our part.41For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.42And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.43And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:44Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.45And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:46Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.47And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:48Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.49For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.50Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.


Poor disciples! While their Master has just been talking to them about His sufferings and His death, the only thing which interests them, to the point of provoking a quarrel amongst them, is to know which of them will be the greatest. By His question, the Lord sounds them out (v. 33); then with grace and patience, He teaches them what humility is.
This lesson is followed by another. The disciples had thought they ought to prevent someone performing miracles in the name of the Lord Jesus. "He followeth not us" is the excuse put forward by John. The Lord shows them that in this too they have been occupied with themselves and not with Him. Let us watch that we do not behave in a sectarian spirit. Many Christians, though not walking with us, follow the Lord very closely in the path of self-denial and of the cross (Mark 8:34).
We found in Matthew what corresponds to vv. 42-50 (see Matt. 5:29; Matt. 18:8). But, in general, we notice that in Mark's gospel the teaching of the Lord takes up little space in comparison with His activities. For example, we do not have here the equivalent of the sermon on the mount. Few words, but much devotedness, such is indeed the character of the faithful Servant.


December 14

Mark 10:1-22

1And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.2And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him.3And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?4And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.5And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.6But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.7For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;8And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.9What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.10And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.11And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.12And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.13And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.14But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.15Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.16And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.17And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?18And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.19Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.20And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.21Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.22And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.


The Pharisees try to make the Lord Jesus contradict Moses on the question of divorce. But He silences them by going back before the law, reminding them of the order of things which God had created in the beginning. The world has defiled and spoiled all that God established in His beautiful creation and in particular the institution of marriage.
The hardness of heart and the selfishness which leads men to scorn and to pervert all that pertains to marriage, shows itself also in men's lack of consideration for the little children. And the disciples are not immune to this spirit. Vv. 13-16 bring us some extra details not found in Matthew which are very touching; the Lord begins by being much displeased with the attitude of the disciples. He then takes the little ones tenderly in His arms, where they are perfectly safe. Lastly, He expressly blesses them (cf. Matt. 19:13-14).
In the incident which follows, Mark is again the only one to mention an all-important point: the love of the Lord for the young man who has come to meet Him. But this man remains untouched and goes away, perhaps for ever, preferring his vain riches to the company, both for time and for eternity, of the One who loved him.


December 15

Mark 10:23-34

23And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!24And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.26And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?27And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.28Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.29And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,30But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.31But many that are first shall be last; and the last first.32And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto him,33Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:34And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.


In the Old Testament the blessings were for the earth and riches were considered to be proof of God's favour (Deut. 8:18). How astonished the disciples are! They had just seen a prosperous man, thus by appearances blest of God, likeable, of irreproachable behaviour and who was disposed to do a lot of good. And the Lord had let him go away! Really, if such advantages were not giving him access to the kingdom of God, who then could be saved? In fact, the Lord Jesus replies, salvation is impossible with men; God alone can accomplish it.
The Lord does not condemn riches here but "them that trust in riches". Besides, to follow Him inevitably implies giving up some things, which for certain people can be very costly (v. 29). But if they do this for love of the Lord and the Gospel, it will at the same time be a source of incomparable joys, the first of which will be the knowledge of the Lord's approval. Yes, the penetrating look of the Lord (vv. 21, 23, 27) reads our hearts to see if the motives by which we act are good — if there is a true response to the love of Him who has left all for us (see Zech. 7:5).
In this chapter we find various characteristics of the flesh: it is attractive (vv. 17-22); it is presumptuous (v. 28); it is fearful (v. 32); and finally, it is selfish (vv. 35-40).


December 16

Mark 10:35-52

35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.36And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?37They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.38But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?39And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:40But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.41And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John.42But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.43But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:44And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.45For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.46And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.47And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.48And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.49And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.50And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.51And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.52And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.


Let us especially notice the faith of James and John. They knew that their Master was the Messiah, the Heir to the kingdom and that they would have part with Him there. But their request betrays the ignorance and vanity of their natural hearts. Very graciously, the Lord calls His disciples around Him and uses this unfortunate intervention by the two brothers for their instruction (and thus for ours too). Do they not understand that they have before them the greatest Example of humility? He who had every right to be served, voluntarily made Himself a servant in order to deliver His creature and to pay with His own life the ransom required by the sovereign Judge. V. 45 could be called the key verse of the gospel; it is a summary of the whole book.
The Spirit shows us three very different attitudes in this chapter: the man whom the Lord invites to follow Him and who goes away (vv. 21, 22); the disciples, who were also called, who followed Him trembling (v. 32) and who boast of how much they have given up (v. 28); and finally this poor blind man, of whom the Lord Jesus asks nothing when He healed him, but who, without a word, and throwing away his garment which might hinder his progress, followed Him "in the way" (v. 52).
Notice the inconstancy of the crowd who first rebuke the blind man, but moments later call after him, "Be of good comfort".


December 17

Mark 11:1-14

1And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples,2And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him.3And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither.4And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him.5And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt?6And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go.7And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him.8And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way.9And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord:10Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.11And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.12And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:13And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.14And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.


The Lord's pathway is approaching its end. He makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem and goes to the temple where He begins by looking round about on all things (v. 11) as if to ask, "Am I at home here?" This detail, peculiar to Mark, shows us that God never makes a hasty judgment on a state of things before condemning it (cf. Gen. 18:21). But what must have been the Lord's feelings to see this house of prayer in such an unholy state?
He leaves this defiled place and withdraws to Bethany with the few who recognize and love Him. Bethany means "house of the afflicted" and also "house of figs". How often in Scripture do we see the characteristics of this double meaning. At the time when the Lord Jesus feels constrained to curse the barren fig tree, which represents Israel as He has found her, it is as if He, the Afflicted One, the Poor One, (Ps. 40:17) found fruit for God in Bethany ("good figs", according to the description in Jer. 24:2). They are a consolation to His heart, and a foretaste of the fruit of the work of His soul on the cross. In spite of an abundance of leaves, the sign of an outward religion, there were no "figs on the fig tree" of Israel, like the statement of the same prophet (Jer. 8:13).


December 18

Mark 11:15-33

15And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves;16And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.17And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves.18And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine.19And when even was come, he went out of the city.20And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.21And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away.22And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.23For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.24Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.25And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.26But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.27And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,28And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do these things?29And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.30The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me.31And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him?32But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed.33And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things.


The Lord purifies the temple which He had inspected the previous day. The zeal of the perfect Servant for the House of His God has eaten Him up (John 2:17).
When the evening comes, He leaves the defiled city but He returns the following day, passing by the fig tree. In reply to Peter's remark, the Lord Jesus does not emphasize His own power but directs the disciples' thoughts towards God. It is as if He said to them, "He who has answered me is ready to answer your prayers too and to remove every obstacle in your path, even if it is as large as a mountain." To have faith in God is not to force us to believe that our wishes will be granted. It is to rely on Someone who knows us, who is faithful and who loves us. But there is one situation when God certainly will not be able to answer us. This is when we have "ought against any". This is an insurmountable mountain in the path of our relationship with God. We must deal with it straight away so that we find our way back to Him and also to our brethren, the "ways" of the heart of which Psalm 84:5 speaks.
In v. 27 the Lord begins His last discourse, in the course of which He confounds His adversaries one after the other.


December 19

Mark 12:1-17

1And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country.2And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard.3And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty.4And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled.5And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some.6Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.7But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.8And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard.9What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others.10And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner:11This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?12And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them: and they left him, and went their way.13And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in his words.14And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regardest not the person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not?15Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that I may see it.16And they brought it. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? And they said unto him, Caesar's.17And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him.


The rulers of the people are forced to recognize themselves in the moving parable of the wicked husbandmen. Notice how (in Mark only) the last person sent by the Master is described — "Having yet therefore one son, his well-beloved" (v. 6). This phrase reminds us of the word of the LORD to Abraham, "Take now thy son, thine only son . . . whom thou lovest" (Gen. 22:2), and expresses in a touching manner the affection of the Father for His Well-beloved Son whom He has sacrificed for us!
Thus unmasked, the Pharisees and the Herodians try to get their own back. With hypocritical compliments, but unwittingly bearing testimony to the Lord Jesus ("Thou art true" . . . "Thou teachest the way of God in truth" (v. 14)), they try to catch Him unawares with a very subtle question. If He answered "Yes," it would disqualify Him as the Messiah; if He answered, "No," He would be condemned by the Romans. He answers them in the one way they do not expect, addressing Himself to their conscience. What divine and wonderful wisdom! Yet how much the Saviour, in whom all was truth and love, suffered from this insincerity, this wickedness, yes, from this constant "contradiction of sinners against himself" (Heb. 12:3; see also Ezek. 13:22).


December 20

Mark 12:18-34

18Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying,19Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.20Now there were seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and dying left no seed.21And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the third likewise.22And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also.23In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife.24And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?25For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven.26And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?27He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.28And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?29And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:30And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.31And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.32And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:33And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.34And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.


In their turn, the Sadducees try to pit themselves against the wisdom of the Lord Jesus. They, in fact, did not believe in the resurrection (see Acts 23:8), but the Lord in v. 26 meets them on their own ground and silences them with the Word. The resurrection is confirmed twice over: by the Scriptures and by the power of God which brought Christ back to life (v. 24). However there is probably no other truth more opposed by the unbelief of men (see Acts 26:8). But, as Paul demonstrates in 1 Corinthians 15, it is one of the essential foundations of Christianity; we cannot touch this truth without our whole faith collapsing.
In contrast to the preceding arguers, the scribe is honest and intelligent as he questions the Lord on the subject of the greatest commandment. Love, replies the Lord Jesus, that is the first commandment; love for God and for your neighbour, that is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:10; Gal. 5:14). Dear friends, should we not love more than the children of Israel, we who have been sought though we were further away than they (among nations who were strangers to the promises) and brought very near into the relationship of children of the God of love? (Eph. 2:13).


December 21

Mark 12:35-44

35And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the Son of David?36For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.37David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? And the common people heard him gladly.38And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces,39And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts:40Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.41And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.42And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.43And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:44For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.


It is now the turn of the Lord Jesus to put an embarrassing problem to His critics. How can the Christ be at one and the same time both the Son and the Lord of David? (see also Ps. 89: 3, 4, 23, 36). They do not know how to explain this and their pride prevents them from asking for the answer . . . from Christ Himself. For it was because of His rejection that the Son of David would occupy the heavenly position attributed to Him in Psalm 110.
In order to put the people on their guard against these unworthy rulers, the Lord then draws a sad picture of the scribes as conceited, covetous and hypocritical. Alas, these traits have sometimes characterized priesthoods other than Israel's (1 Tim. 6:5).
V. 41 shows us the Lord Jesus sitting beside the treasury in the temple. With His penetrating look, which we have already seen, taking in everyone and everything, He observes not how much (the only thing which interests men) but how each one gives to the treasury. And here comes this poor widow with her touching offering: the few mites which she had left to live on. The Lord is moved with emotion and calls the disciples, telling them what He has just seen. This very special offering — "all that she had" — proved not only this woman's affections for the LORD and His House but also the complete confidence she had in God to provide for her needs (cf. 1 Kings 17:13).


December 22

Mark 13:1-13

1And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!2And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.3And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately,4Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?5And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you:6For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.7And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet.8For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.9But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.10And the gospel must first be published among all nations.11But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.12Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.13And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.


The disciples are impressed by the grandeur and the outward beauty of the temple buildings. But the Lord does not see "as man seeth" (1 Sam. 16:7; Isa. 11:3). He had earlier entered this temple and had seen the evil which filled it (Mark 11:11). He could also see beyond to future events, not many years after His rejection, which would bring about the ruin of the guilty city. History teaches us that in the year A.D. 70, Jerusalem was the object of a terrible siege and was almost entirely destroyed by the armies of Titus. This terrible judgment greatly tested the faith of those believers, who were so attached to this holy city. But the Lord Jesus had encouraged them in advance with the words we have here. How many children of God, going through persecution, have found great blessing through that experience. When they had to give their testimony, what they had to say was dictated to them by the Holy Spirit. It was thus with Peter when he was summoned before the rulers, the elders and the priests in Acts 4:8 and with Stephen in Acts 7:55. We too, in our measure and according to our needs, can experience this power of the Holy Spirit by letting Him work in us.


December 23

Mark 13:14-37

14But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:15And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house:16And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.17But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!18And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.19For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.20And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.21And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:22For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.23But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things.24But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,25And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.26And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.27And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.28Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near:29So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors.30Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done.31Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.32But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.33Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.34For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.35Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:36Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.37And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.


The Church will not have to go through the terrible tribulations which the Jewish remnant will experience (Rev. 3:10). While we rest on this certainty, let us nevertheless beware lest we fall into the spiritual slumber which lies in wait for us so menacingly in the long and testing moral night of this world. Let us think of the imminent return of the Lord and let us lay hold for ourselves of the serious exhortations in this chapter. A short parable presents the Lord to us as the master of a house who goes away after he has left his property to the responsibility of his servants. Each one has received "his work" . . . , precise and special to him. And the Master made no restrictions whatever with regard to the diversity of the jobs to be done. Some translations read "to every man his work . . ." suggesting an unlimited number of different tasks which the Lord has prepared for His own (cf. Rom. 12:6-8). The brief instructions received by the porter (v. 34) are addressed equally "to all" . . . even to you and to me (v. 37). And (note this detail) it is this word "watch" with which the teaching of the Lord Jesus now ends in Mark. Let us hide this away in our hearts carefully, as one keeps the last words of a dear friend who has left us . . . but who will come again.


December 24

Mark 14:1-16

1After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put him to death.2But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the people.3And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.4And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made?5For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her.6And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me.7For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always.8She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.9Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.10And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them.11And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him.12And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover?13And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.14And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?15And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.16And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover.


As the death of the Lord approached, the feelings of people's hearts become stronger and more open. There is hatred from the rulers of the people as they plot in Jerusalem. There is love in the well-known home at Bethany where this woman performs a "good work" on Him. This is the fruit of intelligent love. What a beautiful illustration of the worship of God's children! They recognize in the despised Saviour One who is worthy of all homage and by the Spirit and with the sense of their unworthiness, they express to Him this adoration, which is a perfume of inestimable value to His heart. (Let us note that it is men who make an estimate of its value (v. 5) thus reducing everything to a matter of money). The critics do not miss a chance to get at the worshippers, like some believers who put good works or service towards souls before every other Christian activity. Without neglecting these things, let us not forget that praise is the most important of our duties. And let us be content with the Lord's approval when we perform the holy service of worship with a broken spirit (of which the box is symbolic). Worship has the Lord as its sole object and will alone continue in eternity.
Vv. 10-16 show us the arrangements the disciples make to prepare for the passover . . . and Judas makes for betraying his Master.


December 25

Mark 14:17-31

17And in the evening he cometh with the twelve.18And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One of you which eateth with me shall betray me.19And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is it I? and another said, Is it I?20And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.21The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born.22And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.23And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it.24And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.25Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.26And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.27And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.28But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee.29But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I.30And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.31But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all.


It is the moment of the last supper. In this intimate hour of parting, when the Lord Jesus would speak freely with affection to His own, a burden overwhelms His soul. It was not because of the approaching cross, but it was the unspeakable sadness of knowing that, among the twelve, there is a man who has decided to betray Him. "One of you . . . shall betray me." In their turn, the disciples become sad and question one another. They do not have here the confidence in themselves which will appear in vv. 29, 31, when they, and particularly Peter, protest their devotion.
When the traitor has gone out, the Lord institutes the holy feast of remembrance. He blesses the bread, breaks it and distributes it to His own; He takes the cup, gives thanks and gives it to them. And He explains the significance of these symbols which are simple but solemn, representing the great deeds of which they are a continual reminder: His body given, His blood shed, sure foundations of our faith. Reader, would you not have loved to have been in this upper room around your Saviour? Then, instead of "celebrating" His birth once a year according to the traditions of the religious world, why not join, each first day of the week, with those who show forth His death, whilst awaiting His return?
Then the Lord Jesus goes with His eleven disciples to the mount of Olives.


December 26

Mark 14:32-54

32And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.33And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy;34And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.35And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.36And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.37And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour?38Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.39And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words.40And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer him.41And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.42Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.43And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.44And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him away safely.45And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed him.46And they laid their hands on him, and took him.47And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.48And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and with staves to take me?49I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: but the scriptures must be fulfilled.50And they all forsook him, and fled.51And there followed him a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him:52And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked.53And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes.54And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire.


The One who has taken the form of a servant is now going to show just how far His obedience will take Him. Will it be unto death . . . even the death of the cross? (Phil. 2:7-8). Satan does his best to turn the Lord Jesus aside from the path of His perfection. In this decisive struggle, his weapon is to overwhelm the heart of the Lord, who weighs up the full horror of the cup of God's wrath against sin. The weapon of the Lord Jesus is His dependence. A name which we only hear used here expresses the deepest intimacy of such a moment: "Abba, Father," He cries in the knowledge that this perfect communion will have to be broken when He becomes the sin-bearer. But it is precisely His love without reserve for the Father which leads Him on to an obedience without reserve. "Not what I will, but what thou wilt."
In the presence of such a conflict, how unpardonable is the disciples' sleep. A little earlier, their Master exhorted them to watch and pray (Mark 13:33). He asks them again earnestly three times over . . . in vain. But He is ready. Here comes the traitor with the people who are going to take the Lord. Then they all forsake Him and flee including, finally, this young man wrapped in a fine linen cloth: the figure of Christian profession which does not stand the test.


December 27

Mark 14:55-72

55And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found none.56For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together.57And there arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying,58We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.59But neither so did their witness agree together.60And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?61But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?62And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.63Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?64Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.65And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of their hands.66And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the maids of the high priest:67And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.68But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew.69And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of them.70And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto.71But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak.72And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.


In the middle of the night, the palace of the high priest seethes with excitement. The Lord Jesus stands before His accusers. False witnesses make statements which do not agree. But the Lord Jesus does not make use of this to defend Himself. He is condemned, slapped in the face and buffeted; someone spits in His face. The Saviour, whom we adore, accepts all these outrages, foretold by the prophet (Isa. 50:6). Alas, another scene is taking place in the courtyard of the palace. Peter had not believed His master and had assured Him, "I will not deny thee in any wise" (v. 31). After this he had not listened to Him when he was told to watch and pray in Gethsemane. That is the reason for his defeat. Yet the Saviour had warned them that "the flesh is weak" (v. 38). But it was a truth that Peter was not ready to accept, so he has to go through this bitter experience. What we do not want to learn with the Lord by humbly receiving His Word, we may have to learn painfully by having to do with the Enemy of our souls.
To confirm more strongly that he does not know "this man", poor Peter utters curses and oaths. Let us not judge him harshly; let us think rather of the many ways in which we can deny the Lord if we do not watch: by our deeds, by our words, or . . . by our silences (1 Cor. 10:12).


December 28

Mark 15:1-21

1And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.2And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it.3And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing.4And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they witness against thee.5But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.6Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired.7And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection.8And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever done unto them.9But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews?10For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy.11But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them.12And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?13And they cried out again, Crucify him.14Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him.15And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified.16And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and they call together the whole band.17And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head,18And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews!19And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him.20And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him.21And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.


Even the work of death must be accomplished straightway (v. 1). Pressed by the approach of the Passover and in their haste to be finished with this prisoner who filled them with fear, the rulers of the people lose no time. They lead the Lord Jesus to Pilate after binding those hands which had healed so many ills and which had never done anything but good. Before the Roman governor, the Saviour again remains silent, the deep motives for which are revealed in Psalm 38:13-15; Psalm 39:9 and Lamentations 3:28. His prayer in that moment is, "In thee do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God", and "because thou didst it".
Under the influence of the chief priests, all the people in blind folly cry out loudly for Barabbas, the murderer, to be set free and for the crucifixion of their King. Then Pilate, wanting to content the crowd, frees the criminal and condemns the Man whom he knows to be innocent. See how far the desire to please men can go! (John 19:12).
The cruel soldiers mock Him, pretending to submit themselves to the One who is in their power (because He has given Himself up voluntarily). And man crowns his creator with the thorns which the earth had produced as a consequence of man's sin (Gen. 3:18).


December 29

Mark 15:22-41

22And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull.23And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.24And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.25And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.26And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS.27And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left.28And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors.29And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,30Save thyself, and come down from the cross.31Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save.32Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.33And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?35And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.36And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him down.37And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.38And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.39And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God.40There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome;41(Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him;) and many other women which came up with him unto Jerusalem.


Man carries out the most heinous crime of all time. He crucifies the Son of God, not sparing Him any kind of suffering and humiliation. The Saviour is nailed to the cursed tree, but His love for His Father and for men keeps Him there. "Numbered with the transgressors" as the Scriptures foretold (v. 28; Isa. 53:12), He also undergoes all kinds of insults and provocation on this cross. The world rejects Him, thus condemning itself; but now heaven too closes against Him, as He cries out in His indescribable distress, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (see Amos 8:9-10). Heaven is closed against Him so that He can open it for us. It was to lead "many sons unto glory" that the captain of our salvation was perfected through sufferings (Heb. 2:10). This page of holy Scripture, on which our faith rests with adoration, is the irrefutable document which guarantees us access to the glory of heaven; a sign of this access is given in the veil being rent. The loud cry of the dying Saviour is the proof that He lay down His life of Himself, in full possession of His strength. It is the last act of obedience by the One who had come down here to serve, to suffer and to die, giving His precious life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45).


December 30

Mark 15:42-47; Mark 16:1-8

42And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath,43Joseph of Arimathaea, and honourable counseller, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.44And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead.45And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph.46And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre.47And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid.
1And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.2And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.3And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?4And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great.5And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.6And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.7But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.8And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.


Now that time of the cross, when the Saviour was alone, has passed, God is pleased to draw attention to the eagerness and respect of some devoted people who honour His Son. In the first place, Joseph of Arimathea asks Pilate for the body of the Lord Jesus and lovingly busies himself with its burial. Then the dawn of the resurrection day shows us three women hurrying towards the sepulchre. They were those who had "followed him and ministered unto him" before witnessing with great sadness the scene of the cross (Mark 15:40-41). In their desire to perform a last service to the One they think they have lost, they bring spices to embalm His body. But they have to learn that these preparations are unnecessary, for an angel tells them the glorious news, "He is risen". Now there was another woman who was not found at the sepulchre: the one who, in Mark 14:3, had anointed the feet of the Lord Jesus. Was this a lack of affection on her part? She had given proof to the contrary — but she had known how to discern the moment to pour out her ointment. Let us remember that the self-sacrifice of love is all the more pleasing to the heart of the Lord when it is accompanied by a discernment of His will and obedience to His Word.


December 31

Mark 16:9-20

9Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.10And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept.11And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.12After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.13And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them.14Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.19So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.20And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.


Peter's statement at the beginning of Acts is a good summary of the gospel according to Mark. The apostle recalls "all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us (words characteristic of service) beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us" (Acts 1:21-22). The first picture in the gospel is when heaven opened upon the Lord Jesus at the Jordan and the last picture when the same heaven opens to receive Him. Between the two is His life of service and self-sacrifice. Approved of God, He occupies from henceforth the place of glory which is due to Him at the right hand of the Majesty on high. His work is completed. It is now up to the disciples to carry out their work by following the instructions of vv. 15-18 and the great Example which they have had before their eyes. But they are not left to their own resources. The Lord is seen on high as the One who directs the work of His own. Service is an eternal privilege which He undertakes in love. A servant for ever (Deut. 15:17; Luke 12:37), He co-operates with His disciples and accompanies them with His power (v. 20; Acts 14:3; Heb. 2:4). We, Christians, are called in our turn to follow His footsteps and to be witnesses of the same Gospel; we shall also be able to count on Him if we have in our hearts the desire to serve Him while we wait for Him. 
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