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To the Reader

Please read the Scripture passage carefully and prayerfully and then the notes. Take time to look up the Scripture references given in the notes. They are an integral part of the meditation and the extra time spent will be abundantly recompensed.

These notes originally appeared as "chaque jour les Ecritures" (3rd edition) published by La Bonne Semence, Valence, France. In sending them forth in the English translation we would echo the words of the author: "Never forget that 'All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.' (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). May the Lord grant us in reading His word to experience and progress in these things with Him."

Quotations are taken from the Authorised Version.



January 1

Genesis 1:1-19

1In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.2And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.3And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.4And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.5And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.6And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.7And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.8And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.9And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.10And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.11And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.12And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.13And the evening and the morning were the third day.14And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:15And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.16And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.17And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,18And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.19And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.


Before anything of the present universe existed, God, who has no beginning, was there. And He allows us to be present at the unfolding of His work of creation. When we wish to make some sort of object, first we need certain material. But with God, it is enough for Him to speak and everything is made out of nothing. He says and there appear the heavens, the earth, light, the clouds, the seas, the dry land, the firmament with its lights – the sun, the moon and the innumerable stars – the enormous variety of plants and animals; there appear the infinitely large to the infinitely small. This account, which is so majestic yet so simple, gives a definitive answer to the great question men have never ceased to ask; "Who hath measured the waters . . . meted out heaven . . . weighed the mountains? Who hath created these things?" (Isa. 40:12, 26; Prov. 30:4). Yes, who has designed the perfect shape of the snowflakes? Who has formed the extraordinary structure of the most ordinary insect or chosen the colour and perfume of the most common flower? Hebrews 1:2-3 gives us the answer; Jesus, the Author of our salvation, is also the Creator of all these wonders (see also Prov. 8:27-31).


January 2

Genesis 1:20-31

20And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.21And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.22And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.23And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.24And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.25And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.26And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.28And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.29And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.30And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.31And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.


A pendulum testifies to the skill of the clockmaker who has made it. In the same way "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork" (Ps. 19:1). "Behold the fowls of the air . . . consider the lilies of the field," invites the Lord Jesus (Matt. 6:26, 28). Alas, how many people remain blind to these beauties of nature not knowing how to discern "his eternal power and Godhead" (Rom. 1:20). Unbelievers have sought to substitute their theories, particularly that of evolution, for these very clear verses. But do not fear; neither speculations of the human mind nor geological discoveries will ever shake even the least of these divine declarations. Let us remember that in these spheres it is not science which can teach, nor intelligence which can understand. It is the Word which teaches and faith which understands (read Heb. 11:3).
What a contrast there is now from verse 2. There where darkness reigned, God has made the light to shine. From a scene of desolation, He has made an ordered and habitable world. But the earth is still empty. And "God himself that formed the earth . . . created it not in vain" but "he formed it to be inhabited" (Isa. 45:18). By a last sovereign act, He creates man and makes him in His own image, that is to say, His representative, head of all creation. 


January 3

Genesis 2:1-14

1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.2And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.3And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.4These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,5And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.6But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.7And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.8And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.9And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.10And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads.11The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;12And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.13And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia.14And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.


"In six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed" (Ex. 31:17). He Himself rejoices in the joy He has prepared for His creature.
In the creation, we admire the power of God, able to arrange the thousands of millions of stars in the vast expanse of the heavens, able to impose limits on the sea, able to control the forces of the lightning and the wind, able also to form man from a handful of dust (Ps. 8:3). We also admire His wisdom; He has measured out the times and the seasons; He has established a balance over all nature and given laws to the plants and instincts to the animals (Ps. 104:24). But let us also admire His kindness. He made the heavens, divided the land from the waters, established the sun, the moon and the stars, "for his mercy endureth for ever" (Ps. 136). With the tenderness of a mother who has prepared in advance everything that will be necessary for the child she is going to bring into the world, God places man in ideal conditions. He puts him in a garden of pleasure, where he will have nothing to do but to enjoy the rest and repose of his Creator. When God breathes into his nostrils "the breath of life," (v. 7) He makes him (different from the animals) a living and imperishable soul, answerable to Him.


January 4

Genesis 2:15-25

15And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:17But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.18And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.19And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.20And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.21And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;22And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.23And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.24Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.25And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.


God has placed man at the centre of His beautiful creation to administer it like a manager. He forbade him only one thing: to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge. This putting to the test of his obedience tallies with his position as a responsible creature. Man is not, like the animal, subject to irrational impulses. He is created free, and so is anxious to obey the Creator. We are present at Adam's first act of administration: to give names to the living creatures. These are there to serve man, but whatever their degree of intelligence, none of them corresponds to Adam's superior faculties, nor to the intimate needs of his affections. Thus loneliness was not good for man. He needed someone to share his thoughts, to enjoy the divine gifts with him and to give thanks with him to the One who had given them. The love of God understands this need and responds by giving man a companion, an intelligent help and one endowed with affections like he was.
At the same time we have there the mystery of the Church, the bride of a Christ, who has entered into the sleep of death, and whom He receives now from the hand of God to nourish and cherish her (Eph. 5:29). "This is a great mystery", exclaims the apostle; "we are members of his body, of his flesh and of his bones."


January 5

Genesis 3:1-13

1Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?2And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:3But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.4And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:5For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.6And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.7And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.8And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.9And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?10And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.11And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?12And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.13And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.


We shall see that man's happiness in Eden was short-lived. In the guise of the serpent, the devil introduces himself into the garden and gains the woman's trust at the same time as he insinuates into her heart mistrust towards God. "God does not love you," he whispers, "since He is depriving you of such a great advantage. Not only will you not die but 'ye shall be as gods'". The Liar thus sows pride and envy in the poor human heart (read in contrast Phil. 2:6).
"When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin" (James 1:14-15). Alas, man has been deceived; the knowledge of good and evil has not given him any strength to do the good or to avoid the evil. The only result has been to make him conscious of his nakedness. He is ashamed of what he is by nature. And the apron of fig leaves which he has made for himself only serves to illustrate the vain efforts of humanity to hide its moral misery. But "all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do" (Heb. 4:13). "Where art thou?" (v. 9). "Hast thou eaten of the tree?" (v. 11). "What is this that thou hast done?" (v. 13). These are terrible questions which do not allow evasions or excuses.


January 6

Genesis 3:14-24

14And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:15And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.16Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.17And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;18Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;19In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.20And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.21Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.22And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:23Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.24So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.


God decides what is the responsibility of each guilty person and pronounces His threefold sentence. To the serpent it is prophesied that "the seed of the woman" (Christ) will bruise his head; in other words, it will destroy his power. As soon as sin entered into the world, God, in this way, makes known the remedy which He already had in mind. The sufferings of childbirth are reserved for the woman. The man's lot is to be hard work until the inescapable sentence is completed "for the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 5:12; Rom. 6:23). Faith in the promised Redeemer allows Adam to respond to this condemnation to death by calling his wife Eve, which means living. In His turn, God responds to this faith by replacing the aprons of man's resources with the garments of skin, which teach us this fundamental truth: the only righteousness in which man can be clothed is that in which God Himself has clothed him. But just as this garment of skin was the hide of a victim, the garment with which God covers the sinner is Christ, the Lamb put to death.
How comforting it is to see that God does not chase the man out of the garden before having revealed to him (in this figurative sense) His thoughts of grace and salvation. 


January 7

Genesis 4:1-16

1And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.2And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.3And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.4And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:5But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.6And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?7If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.8And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.9And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?10And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.11And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;12When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.13And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.14Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.15And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.16And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.


Since the dawn of humanity, two races have been taking shape. Cain, the first man born on earth, is the ancestor of people who are righteous in their own eyes. He is satisfied with himself and his deeds and is unconscious of sin and its consequences. He appears before God with the fruit of his own work, fruit of a cursed soil. What notice could God take of this? Abel, the second man, is the head of the line of faith. He opens the roll of honour in Hebrews 11:4. The sacrifice which he offers is "more excellent" than Cain's because it is offered with an understanding of God's mind.
After man's sin against God (Gen. 3), we have here his sin against his fellow-man. Cain kills his brother. And the Word which discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart exposes this motive — jealousy. "Wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil and his brother's righteous" (1 John 3:12). When later, the Lord Jesus came to earth, the Jews put Him to death with the same motive. His perfection emphasized their own evil deeds. They spilled the blood of the true Just One and their punishment today is the same as Cain's; they are dispersed and persecuted on the earth.


January 8

Genesis 4:17-26

17And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.18And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.19And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah.20And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.21And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.22And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.23And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt.24If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.25And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.26And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.


Cain, condemned to being a wanderer, refuses the lot that God has assigned to him and settles down in the world in a comfortable manner. He builds a city for himself and his descendants and each one finds an occupation of his own choice. But social progress does not rectify human nature. The race of Cain resembles its head. The violent and provocative nature of history's first murderer is reproduced in his descendant, Lamech. This picture gives us a foretaste of the present-day world which put Jesus, the true Abel, to death. Everything continues as though nothing had happened, as though the cross had never taken place. Everything is organized so that life on earth is as pleasant as possible. Nothing is lacking there: science, art, industry and even religion. Only Jesus is absent.
But parallel with Cain's dynasty, another race makes a quiet appearance at the end of the chapter. Seth takes the place of Abel, and this is when men begin to call on the name of the LORD. The life of the righteous man put to death endures figuratively in the line of faith, showing us how Christ, the second Man, can count on an "appointed" family, bearing His name and living in the fear of God. Reader, to which of these two races do you belong? 


January 9

Genesis 5:1-20

1This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him;2Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.3And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth:4And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters:5And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.6And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos:7And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters:8And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.9And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan:10And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters:11And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died.12And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel:13And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons and daughters:14And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died.15And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared:16And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters:17And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died.18And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch:19And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:20And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died.


After the failure of the line of Cain, it is as if God began the history of man again from the start (vv. 1, 2). We have here the series of names which form what has been called "the golden thread of faith" through the ages, which will lead to the Messiah, the "seed of the woman" promised after the fall. In that family it is not a question of a lot of activities as it was with Cain's. The footsteps of the man of God on the earth hardly leave a trace. He does not contribute much to the progress of the world and history does not have a great deal to say about him. He is born, lives, has children and dies. Yes, death is there, the consequence of sin, and the short summary of the long life of each one of these patriarchs ends with the inexorable words, "and he died". Satan, the liar, had declared, "Ye shall not surely die" (Gen. 3:4), but God has ordered, "unto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. 3:19). Chapter 5 brings us solemn confirmation of this. Yet Adam and his early descendants reached record ages. God allowed this so that, before the existence of the Scriptures, the truth would be transmitted orally by as few intermediaries as possible. There were barely seven between Adam and Moses.


January 10

Genesis 5:21-32

21And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:22And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:23And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:24And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.25And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech:26And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:27And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.28And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son:29And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.30And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters:31And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died.32And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.


This chapter, however, contains a strange and notable exception to the law of death. Enoch lives for 65 years, then walks with God for 300 years, then God takes him. No detail is given either about this walk with God or of his rapture which is, in short, the last step of this walk. But what a beautiful summary of a life!
Do we know what it is to walk with God, even for one day in one single year? By his walk, which is a walk of faith, Enoch has a place in the list of shining witnesses in Hebrews 11: 5. His name means "taught", and like them, he is taught by God and sees the future beyond present things. By faith he contemplates the Lord coming to reign "with ten thousands of his saints" (Jude 14) and this vision keeps him separate from those who are going to be judged.
Soon, like Enoch, all living believers will be removed from the earth without passing through death when the Lord Jesus comes for His own (1 Thess. 4:17). Has each reader been taught this truth which is blessed for those who are ready, but serious for those who are not?
Let us note that God does not send His judgment on the world without having first given promises of blessing: Noah means "consolation and repose".


January 11

Genesis 6:1-12

1And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,2That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.3And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.4There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.5And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.6And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.7And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.8But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.9These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.10And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.11The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.12And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.


Men multiplied on the earth and with them evil in its two guises: corruption and violence (v. 11). Is humanity any better in our day? Everything shows us that it is not. And Scripture, which is much more reliable than our own opinions, warns us "evil men . . . shall wax worse and worse" (2 Tim. 3:13). Today as then, admiration of valiant and famous men (end of v. 4) whether it be sporting champions, heroes of war, etc., can go hand in hand with the worst corruption. Now it is the heart of men which the LORD looks on, not at their achievements (1 Sam. 16:7). V. 5 tells us of the tragic result of this trial: the imagination of their thoughts is only evil continually. "The heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart", declares the Preacher (Ecc. 9:3; see also Jer. 17:9).
Then the LORD repents of having made man. It goes without saying that God never makes a mistake. But the wickedness of man obliges Him to change His dispensations, a little like when parents, because of their child's disobedience, give up the idea of giving him a treat which they had intended. God therefore decides to remove His creature from the earth, with the exception of Noah, the only one who is walking with Him.


January 12

Genesis 6:13-22

13And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.14Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.15And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.16A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.17And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.18But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.19And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.20Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.21And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.22Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.


Even though Noah is called a "just" and "perfect" man in comparison with the men of his time (v. 9), it is not his merit but grace alone which will spare him (v. 8). The moment has come for God to make known His mind to him and to give him His instructions. It is easy to make yourself understood to someone who walks the same way as you. Noah replies by faith to these communications. "By faith Noah, being warned of God . . . moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house" (Heb. 11:7). He has nothing other than God's word to show him that judgment will come. But that is enough for him. He builds the ark and through this condemns the world. Each blow of his hammer reminds his contemporaries that judgment is approaching. And as long as the construction is going on, God waits patiently (1 Peter 3:20). But how many people profit from the delay? Outside the patriarch's family, apparently no one! Indifference and mockery greet the faithful warnings of the "preacher of righteousness". Today too, how numerous are the mockers who believe neither in the return of the Lord nor in the judgment (2 Peter 2:5; 2 Peter 3:3-6). They wilfully ignore what the Bible says about the flood and consider this account to be a legend. 


January 13

Genesis 7:1-16

1And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.2Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female.3Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.4For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.5And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.6And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.7And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.8Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth,9There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah.10And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.11In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.12And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.13In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;14They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.15And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.16And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.


Noah obeyed God not only by building the ark but by doing it, in every detail, just as God had commanded (6:22). Now he obeys by going into it the moment the order is given (v. 5). Our safety comes from being obedient to God. Noah, who is a man full of faith, is going to experience Psalm 32:6 literally.
V. 16 reminds us of another door, the door of grace, which is still open today, but for how long? "And the door was shut," solemnly declares Matthew 25:10. Reader, on which side of this door will you be? Inside, with Jesus and His own? Or outside, with all those who will knock in vain and to whom the Lord must reply, "I know you not" (Luke 13:27)? Let us note that it is by the LORD Himself that the door is shut on Noah, his family and all the animals. Even if he had wanted to, Noah could no longer open it to anyone at all. Now that God has provided a means of salvation, has sheltered His own people, and closed the door of the ark, He can open the sluice-gates of heaven.
From the prophetic point of view, Noah and his family represent the remnant of Israel, who after the rapture of the Church (Enoch), will go safe and sound through the final great tribulation and will be introduced into the new world of the millennium.


January 14

Genesis 7:17-24; Genesis 8:1-5

17And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.18And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.19And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.20Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.21And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:22All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.23And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.24And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.
1And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;2The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;3And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.4And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.5And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.


God has finally reached the end of His patience. The waves of His judgment are pouring over the earth. Apart from the ark which was being built, no one would have foreseen it. Everything seemed to be going very well. The world was continuing on its merry way. They ate and they drank, they married and were given in marriage. They knew nothing, says the Lord Jesus, until the flood came and carried them all away (see Matt. 24:37-39). A fate as terrible as it is sudden strikes those who remained deaf to God's invitations of grace. And this account, recorded in the Word of God, constitutes from the very mouth of the Lord Jesus, the most solemn warning to get right with God. Each person is invited to take his place in the ark today, in other words, to find in Christ a shelter from the wrath of God. But if we possess in Him this place of absolute security, let us never forget that He has been through the terrible waters of God's judgment in our place. "All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me" (Ps. 42:7).
In the midst of this disaster which has never had its equal, Noah and his family enjoyed perfect peace. Whether the waters come up or go down, the ark will not be shipwrecked; neither will the believer who abides in Christ.


January 15

Genesis 8:6-22

6And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:7And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth.8Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground;9But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.10And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;11And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.12And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.13And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.14And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.15And God spake unto Noah, saying,16Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.17Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.18And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him:19Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.20And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.21And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.22While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.


Without any means of propulsion and without a rudder, the ark, which God is guiding with a sure hand, lands on Mount Ararat. One would think that Noah could come out now, but he waits and many more days pass. He entered into the ark at God's command and he wants to come out only at God's command. The dove which cannot settle anywhere and which returns to the ark, is a type of the Spirit of God which has no place in a condemned world. But when Jesus comes, the Spirit will then be able to settle upon Him in this same pure form of a dove (Matt. 3:16). Today the same is true of the believer who possesses the Holy Spirit: he does not find in the world any spiritual food or anything to satisfy his heart. On the contrary, the natural man is at ease here, a type of this being the raven, an unclean bird according to Leviticus 11:15, which feeds on corrupt flesh.
At last Noah comes out of the ark at the commandment of the LORD. The first thing he does is to offer a sacrifice to God, who has first claim on this earth, cleansed of its filth, and a sweet savour goes up to Him.
Have we not also often known deliverances, either large or small, in our lives? Let us never forget to give thanks — first of all for "so great salvation" (Heb. 2:3).


January 16

Genesis 9:1-19

1And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.2And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.3Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.4But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.5And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.6Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.7And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein.8And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,9And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;10And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.11And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.12And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:13I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.14And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:15And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.16And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.17And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.18And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan.19These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.


The earth has been swept clean of the consequences of sin. But the evil root is still there in the human heart, which all the flood's water could never cleanse.
God blesses the patriarch and his family and entrusts the government of the earth to them. How will Noah's descendants respond to this divine goodness? In the same manner as Cain in Genesis 4: by shedding blood! God declares this: violence will reappear. Yes, the blood of God's Son Himself will be shed and this will be the blood which alone can wash the human heart clean.
The earth is handed over to man who since then has ruled harshly. Under his yoke "the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now" (Rom. 8:22).
As a sign of His covenant, God puts the rainbow in the cloud. Its appearance when there is a sudden shower is still today a mark of God's grace, a reminder of the promise of v. 15. In the spiritual sense, it is so for the Christian. Through all the storms of life down here, he has the privilege of looking up to God by faith, to a God who is faithful to His promises. The presence of Christ at God's right hand (Heb. 9:12; Heb. 10:12) speaks better things than the rainbow as it is a constant reminder that a judgment more terrible than the flood, is past for ever for the child of God.


January 17

Genesis 9:20-29; Genesis 10:1-20

20And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:21And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without.23And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness.24And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him.25And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.26And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.27God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.28And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.29And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.
1Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.2The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.3And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.4And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.5By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.6And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.7And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.8And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.9He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.10And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.11Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,12And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.13And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,14And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim.15And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth,16And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite,17And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,18And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the Canaanites spread abroad.19And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha.20These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.


The most wonderful experiences of the power and love of God do not have the ability to make man any better (Gen. 8:21). Noah has been set over the earth to govern it but he soon shows that he cannot govern himself. Ham, "that mocketh at his father" (Prov. 30:17) and enjoys sin, as does the world today, draws the curse on his descendants, the Canaanites. We shall see that, indeed many nations which issued from Ham and are mentioned in this chapter, will become enemies of the people of God: Babylon, Egypt, Nineveh, the Philistines and the Canaanites whose country will be given to Israel. Shem and Japheth have honoured their father and will prosper on the earth (Eph. 6:2-3).
Chapter 10 reveals the origins of the nations of the world (read Deut. 32:8). In order to understand and appreciate a thing in its true character, one must go back to its source; Babel — Babylon and Assur — Assyria have as a starting point the kingdom of Nimrod. The name of this man means "rebellious" which is confirmed by his acts. With him we see man beginning to plunder the earth and to cause fear and suffering to reign by killing, for pleasure and to show his power, the animals which God had given him for food. (Gen. 9:3).


January 18

Genesis 11:1-26

1And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.2And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.3And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.4And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.5And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.6And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.7Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.8So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.9Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.10These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood:11And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and begat sons and daughters.12And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat Salah:13And Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters.14And Salah lived thirty years, and begat Eber:15And Salah lived after he begat Eber four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters.16And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg:17And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters.18And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu:19And Peleg lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and begat sons and daughters.20And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug:21And Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters.22And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor:23And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, and begat sons and daughters.24And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah:25And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters.26And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran.


We see here the foundation of Babel (or Babylon) which, all through Scripture, represents the world with all its lust and pride. Also we can already discern the pretensions to unity which will be those of religious Babylon, the false Church of Revelation 17 and 18. Man wants to stand up to God by joining forces and working for his own glory. "Let us make us a name . . ." But look on another occasion at God's response to the ludicrous defiance of men assembled against Him: "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the LORD shall have them in derision" (Ps. 2:4; see also Isa. 8:9). The LORD confounds the language of the men of Babel and scatters them (verses 7, 8).
In contrast, the New Testament shows us "the church of the living God" founded by Christ and formed by the Holy Spirit (1 Tim. 3:15; Matt. 16:18). At Pentecost languages were given to the apostles to make the nations previously dispersed hear by grace "the wonderful works of God" (Acts 2:11). And in Revelation 5 the crowd of the redeemed ones which surrounds the throne of the Lamb is composed "of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation".
Vv. 10 to 26 establish the line of Shem which we find again in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus (Luke 3:36).


January 19

Genesis 11:27-32; Genesis 12:1-8

27Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot.28And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.29And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah.30But Sarai was barren; she had no child.31And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.32And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.
1Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.4So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.6And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.7And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.8And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.


In these times just after the flood, there was a horrifying increase in idolatry (read Joshua 24:2). This time God lets evil run its course, but He calls one man to separate himself from it. "By faith Abraham, when he was called . . . obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went" (Heb. 11:8). "Abraham went out with his eyes closed, but the God of glory was leading him by the hand" (J.G.B. see Acts 7:2). God's orders, accompanied by a sevenfold promise (vv. 2, 3), are enough to make him set out. Obedience is against our natural instincts even when we know the reason for what is being asked of us. But to obey without understanding, to go out without knowing one's destination, for this one needs faith, in other words, complete confidence in Him who has given the order. In Scripture Abraham is the model of faith. What characterizes this faith is an abandonment of things which are seen for a goal which is not seen (2 Cor. 4:18). In contrast with the builders of earthly cities (Cain, the men of Babel . . .) Abraham lifts his eyes to the heavenly city "whose builder and maker is God" (Heb. 11:10). And this expectation makes him a stranger on the earth. From now on he will only have his tent and his altar (v. 8) witnessing to this twofold character of pilgrim and worshipper, which is the character of the man of faith in every age.


January 20

Genesis 12:9-20; Genesis 13:1-4

9And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.10And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land.11And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon:12Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive.13Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee.14And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair.15The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house.16And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels.17And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife.18And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife?19Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way.20And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.
1And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south.2And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.3And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai;4Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the LORD.


Abram has come into the land of Canaan with Lot, his nephew. But a famine sets in and, without waiting for divine instructions this time, the patriarch goes down to Egypt. Notice to what this lack of dependence leads; he disowns his wife and by this he puts himself in a critical situation. From this sad page of his history we learn what the most faithful believer is capable of when he leaves the place where God has put him. He can even be led to deny his relationship with the Lord. Peter went through this painful experience. He sought out the company of his Master's enemies and had no courage to confess His name (Matt. 26:69). Are we, who are redeemed by the Lord, sometimes ashamed to say that we belong to Him? (compare 2 Timothy 2:12-13).
Disastrous as was his attitude as a man of God, could it at least be of some profit to the world? Not at all! The presence of Sarai in Pharaoh's palace only brought plagues on Pharaoh and on his people. After the world called, "Go thy way," in a very different way from the command of the LORD in verse 1, Abram returns to Canaan, to his point of departure. He finds the altar again, in other words, he comes back into the relationship with God, which he had not been able to enjoy while he was in Egypt.
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Genesis 13:5-18

5And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.6And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.7And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.8And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.9Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.10And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.11Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other.12Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.13But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.14And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:15For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.16And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.17Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.18Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.


The time which Abram spent in Egypt was time lost and the riches he acquired there become a cause of worry to him. It is these which lead to his separation from Lot. Quarrels among "brethren" happen in the presence of the Canaanite inhabitants of the country (v. 7); this is particularly sad for the testimony (1 Cor. 6:6; John 13:35). Abram allows Lot the choice of place where he will go. What a meek and unselfish spirit he shows there! Could we not imitate this each time we feel we should stand up for our rights? Lot chooses what pleases him, what attracts his worldly heart (and the plain of Jordan resembles Egypt — v. 10), whilst Abram lets the LORD decide his place (Ps. 47:4). Now God never disappoints those who trust in Him. "Our fathers . . . trusted in thee, and were not confounded (Ps. 22:4-5). Indeed the possession of the land of promise is now confirmed to Abram. God says to him, "Lift up now thine eyes," (v. 14), then "Arise, walk." (v. 17). Canaan is for us a figure of heaven which God invites us not only to contemplate but to explore by faith. And how can we walk through "the length and the breadth" of this heavenly country? It is by studying deeply and meditating on the wonders of the divine Word.
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Genesis 14:1-12

1And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;2That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar.3All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.4Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.5And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,6And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wilderness.7And they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.8And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;9With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five.10And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain.11And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way.12And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.


In contrast with Abram, the man of faith, Lot is an example of a believer walking by sight. For a long time he had followed his uncle by imitating him – as do many young folks depending on the faith of their parents.
Put to the test, Lot shows what was in his heart. Without thought, he had gone towards Sodom (Gen. 13:12) and now he lives there (v. 12). Once one embarks wilfully on a slippery path, one is not able to stop oneself. As a consequence of this wrong situation he is in, he becomes embroiled in a war which is nothing to do with him and is taken prisoner along with the inhabitants of Sodom. Mixing with people who do not fear God exposes a child of God to a loss of his liberty and moreover such company will always be a cause of difficulties and mental anguish for his soul. 2 Peter 2:8 brings to our notice these daily vexations of conscience which, for Lot and every other worldly believer, inevitably result in their living a double life. Being a prey to these conflicts both within and without himself, such a person can only be miserable. On the contrary, Abram, on the mountain, is not aware of these complications. He is a stranger to the world and all its worries. Do we resemble Lot or Abram?
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Genesis 14:13-24

13And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eschol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram.14And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.15And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.16And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.17And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.18And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.19And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:20And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.21And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.22And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,23That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:24Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.


Abram up to now has avoided intervening and taking part in a conflict which does not concern him (Prov. 26:17). But as soon as he hears that his nephew has been taken prisoner, nothing will stop him from going to help him. He could have made an excuse for remaining neutral on the grounds of the weakness of his resources in the face of a group of victorious kings or the fact that Lot had deserved all that happened to him. But that is not the case. His love for his "brother", his faith and his perseverance bring him victory and deliver the captive. But now he meets an adversary more dangerous than the four kings, even though he has been conquered. This is the king of Sodom. He comes to Abram and tries to put him under an obligation by giving him presents. However God is aware of this and in order to strengthen His servant just before the meeting, He sends a mysterious visitor – Melchizedek. He also is a king as well as a high priest. He is also a type of the Lord Jesus (Heb. 7:1-10). Fed and blessed by Melchizedek, Abram firmly refuses the king of Sodom's proposals. A heart that is satisfied by Christ is the secret of resisting Satan's offers. Lot, on the other hand, will take no notice of the divine lesson. He will return to live in Sodom and will undergo a still more tragic experience there.
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Genesis 15:1-21

1After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.2And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus?3And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.4And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.5And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.6And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.7And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.8And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?9And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.10And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not.11And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away.12And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.13And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;14And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.15And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.16But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.17And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.18In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:19The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,20And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims,21And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.


In rejecting the king of Sodom's offer, Abram has lost nothing. On the contrary, the LORD appears to him and tells him, "I am . . . thy exceeding great reward." He does not say what He wants to give Him, but what He wants to be for him. Possessing the Giver is more than possessing His gifts. Abram's faith lays hold of God's promise that He makes to him of a heavenly seed. He gives "glory to God; being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform" (Rom. 4:20-21). To believe God (and not only to believe in God) is sufficient to render him righteous (v. 6). This fundamental verse is quoted three times in the New Testament (Rom. 4:3; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23).
Now that the LORD has promised this, the covenant must be sealed by sacrifices (vv. 9, 10). The death of Christ is the only way by which God can accomplish what He has promised. Birds of prey try to seize the pieces of animals; this is a picture of the efforts of Satan to rob us of some of the results of the death of Christ. But our faith, like Abram's, must be strong enough to send him away.
The end of the chapter shows us that the man of God has now acquired a much wider view of the promised inheritance. This always happens to a man whose faith has been put to the test. 
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Genesis 16:1-16

1Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.2And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.3And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.4And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes.5And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and thee.6But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.7And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.8And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.9And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.10And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.11And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.12And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.13And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?14Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.15And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael.16And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.


Alas, after wonderful proofs of Abram's faith, we find another failure in the life of the patriarch. He wants in some way to help God to keep His promise. Instead of waiting patiently to be given the son who had been foretold, he listens to Sarai, his wife. And Hagar, the servant who had probably been brought up from Egypt after Abram's first lapse, is going to become the mother of Ishmael.
After she had been the subject of sad quarrelling in the house of the man of God, Hagar flees far away from her mistress. But the LORD takes care of the poor servant. He meets her on the pathway of her own will and becomes for her the God who reveals Himself (v. 13). In the Angel of the LORD, we can recognize the Lord Jesus Himself. Dear reader, have you experienced this decisive meeting? Has God revealed Himself to you as a living Person? It is in Christ that He has made Himself known (John 8:19; 2 Corinthians 4:6). And it is close to this living Saviour that we find an abundance of the living water of grace of which the well of Beer-lahai-roi speaks (John 4:14). Notice what the Angel says to Hagar, "Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself" (v. 9). Humbling ourselves and confessing our sins — these are the first things the Lord asks of us when He has revealed Himself to our souls.
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Genesis 17:1-27

1And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.2And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.3And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,4As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.5Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.6And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.7And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.8And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.9And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.10This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.11And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.12And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.13He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.14And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.15And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.16And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.17Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?18And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!19And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.20And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.21But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.22And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.23And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him.24And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.25And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.26In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son.27And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.


The LORD appears again to Abram, renews His promise of countless descendants and changes his name to Abraham. A change of name in the Bible is always a sign of a new relationship with the one who gives the new name. Here we see our patriarch as not only the man of faith but the father of all men of faith (Rom. 4:11). In giving him this name "father of a multitude", God was already thinking with interest and love of this multitude of believers of which Abraham would be thought of as the head of the race and of which we hope all our readers form a part. And through the kings who will descend from Abraham, (v. 6) God was seeing in advance the "son of David", the King whom He was intending to send to Israel and to the world. The New Testament begins with the genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David and son of Abraham.
At the same time as a name, God gives another sign to Abraham: that of circumcision, which corresponds in some degree to baptism today and represents both the setting apart for God and the lack of confidence in the flesh (Phil. 3:3).
The end of the chapter shows us Sarah also receiving a new name, the birth of Isaac foretold, then Abraham being obedient to the commandment God has given him. 
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Genesis 18:1-15

1And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;2And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,3And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:4Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:5And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said.6And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth.7And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.8And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.9And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.10And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.11Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.12Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?13And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?14Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.15Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.


God honours Abraham by calling him His friend (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23). In consequence of his having this title, God visits him and informs him of His intentions both for himself, (vv. 9-15) and also for the world (vv. 20, 21; see John 15:15). The patriarch replies in a trusting and free manner, but not without a very deep respect. The state of his heart is revealed by the eager, joyful way he receives his heavenly Guests; he knows his God and he has tasted that the Lord is good (1 Peter 2:3). The New Testament mentions several people who had the privilege of receiving the Lord Jesus into their homes: Levi, Martha and Zacchaeus (Luke 5:29; Luke 10:38; Luke 19:6). And it teaches us under what conditions we also can enjoy the same intimacy. Obedience to the word of the Lord is the key which opens our hearts to Him (John 14:23). As well as being a model of one who communes with God, Abraham is also an example of one who exercises hospitality. The Christian is called to do this without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9; Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2). What good news awaits Abraham and Sarah: the announcement of the forthcoming birth of their much-desired heir! Sarah doubts and laughs. For us it is the opportunity of hearing a magnificent declaration: "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" (v. 14).
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Genesis 18:16-33

16And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.17And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;18Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?19For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.20And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;21I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.22And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.23And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?24Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?25That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?26And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.27And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:28Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.29And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake.30And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.31And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.32And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake.33And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.


"The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him" (Ps. 25:14; read also Amos 3:7). Abraham is one of those. The LORD could say, "I know him. Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?" Understanding God's mind is inseparable from a faithful walk. God knows that the only result of His communications will be to produce in the heart of the man of God sentiments identical with His own; compassion, the desire to snatch those whom He loves from the dreadful judgment. Dear Christian friends, we who know from the Word of God the condemnation of the world and the imminence of its judgment, are those the sentiments which move us when we think of the terrible destiny of countless souls lost for eternity? Each one of us has in our family or among our friends or colleagues at work, unconverted persons. What can we do for them? Certainly we must warn them but also we should intercede earnestly like Abraham does for Sodom where Lot, his brother, is. 1 Timothy 2 invites us to make supplication for all men, addressing ourselves to the One whom we know by experience by the beautiful name of "God our Saviour" who "will have all men to be saved".
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Genesis 19:1-14

1And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;2And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.3And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.4But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:5And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.6And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,7And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.8Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.9And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.10But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.11And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.12And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:13For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it.14And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.


What a contrast between the happy visit which the angels paid to Abraham at midday and their sad mission to Sodom on the evening of the same day! And what reticence they show in accepting Lot's invitation even though it is so pressing (v. 2)! How could they have communion with this believer in such a wrong situation? They only enter into his house in order to protect and to deliver him. Moreover, Lot himself has never been at ease in this depraved city. We would not have known this if the New Testament had not revealed it to us. But God who knows the hearts of men, is anxious to tell us that Lot was a just man, and that, far from taking part in the evil, he was from day to day "vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked" (2 Peter 2:7-8). It was wickedness which the men of Sodom are not ashamed to flaunt in the course of that dramatic night (compare Isaiah 3:9). They act in such a way that the LORD who had said "if not – if this is not true – I will know" (Gen. 18:21), does not need any other evidence since these men testify against themselves.
Lot is not taken seriously even by his sons-in-law. When a believer has, for a time, walked with the world, he no longer has any authority to speak of judgment. No one will listen to him.


January 30

Genesis 19:15-29

15And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.16And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.17And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.18And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:19Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:20Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.21And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.22Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.23The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.24Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;25And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.26But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.27And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD:28And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.29And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.


The deliverance of Lot is an answer to the prayer of Abraham in the preceding chapter. Abraham had believed that to save his brother, it was necessary for Sodom to be spared from destruction. But God does not always reply in the way we thought He would. But He replies.
Alas! Lot's heart is deeply attached to all that he must now leave behind him; he delays his departure. The angels have to drag him away forcibly with his wife and his two daughters. Dear redeemed ones of the Lord, let us ask you the question: if we had to leave today and go to heaven, would it be joyfully? Or would we, like Lot, feel regret at leaving all the things down here to which our hearts are attached?
Sodom and Gomorrah are reduced to ashes, a solemn warning of what awaits the ungodly (2 Peter 2:6; Jude 7). As for Lot's wife, she also lives like a monument in the Word of God, a warning to us of what it cost her to throw in her lot with a condemned world. This woman had shared in the life of God's people in an outward manner for a long time. But she was not a part of it. The world was in her heart and she perished with it. Let us remember Lot's wife! (Luke 17:32).


January 31

Genesis 20:1-18

1And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.2And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.3But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife.4But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?5Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this.6And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.7Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.8Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid.9Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done.10And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing?11And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake.12And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife.13And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my brother.14And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife.15And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee.16And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved.17So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children.18For the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham's wife.


Abraham disowns his wife a second time and deserves the world's reproach (see chapter 12). It is often necessary for God to repeat His lessons so that an evil may be judged at its source and confessed. This was a half-truth (vv. 12, 13). It is a solemn and instructive lesson for us to see a privileged man who enjoys such a close intimacy with God, losing the consciousness of his relationship and lacking in the testimony. Listen to Abraham's sad words to Abimelech, "God caused me to wander from my father's house" (v. 13). This is poor language for a believer! Is this all he has to say about the call of the "God of glory" to the celestial city? Alas, how often we resemble him! In going around with worldly people, a Christian is reduced to speaking like them. But even when God is teaching His own people a necessary lesson, He continues to watch tenderly over them. "He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes, saying, Touch not mine anointed" (Ps. 105:14-15). The LORD keeps Abraham in his high rank as His representative, the prophet who speaks in His name (v. 7) and the intercessor whose prayers He answers (v. 17).



February 1

Genesis 21:1-21

1And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.2For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.3And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him.5And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him.6And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me.7And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age.8And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned.9And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.10Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.11And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son.12And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.13And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.14And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.15And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.16And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept.17And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.18Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation.19And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.20And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.21And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.


God's promise is being fulfilled. "At the set time" Isaac is born. He is a picture of Christ in His character as Son and Heir (Heb. 1:2). After the incredulous laughter of Abraham (Gen. 17:17) and Sarah (Gen. 18:12), then Sarah's joyful and thankful laughter, the very meaning of the name Isaac (laughter), (vv. 3, 6), we then hear the mocking laughter of Ishmael (v. 9). He is a figure of man "after the flesh" who can understand nothing of the counsels of God fulfilled in Christ. Ishmael, the son of the servant, is a picture of man under the bondage of the law, who has no right to the promises or to the inheritance.
What Sarah then does seems hard; Abraham finds it "grievous". But God approves of it because He wants to demonstrate by it, figuratively, that the inheritance belongs to Christ alone and that, by works, man does not possess any part of it. As the epistle to the Galatians explains, believers are "children of promise". Having received the adoption, they are no longer servants but sons and therefore heirs (Gal. 4:6-7, 28).
Nevertheless grace moves towards Hagar and her son. When the water in the goatskin bottle, which is a symbol of human resources, is exhausted, the living God, who had revealed Himself to her in chapter 16, renews her deliverance. He is the One who hears the voice even of a child (v. 17).


February 2

Genesis 21:22-34

22And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest:23Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son: but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast sojourned.24And Abraham said, I will swear.25And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away.26And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to day.27And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant.28And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.29And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves?30And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me, that I have digged this well.31Wherefore he called that place Beer-sheba; because there they sware both of them.32Thus they made a covenant at Beer-sheba: then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and they returned into the land of the Philistines.33And Abraham planted a grove in Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the everlasting God.34And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days.


In chapter 20, relations between Abraham and Abimelech had been very strained. The patriarch had incurred severe censure on the part of the king of Gerar. But now their relationship takes up again on quite a new plane. We have here in figure, the future supremacy of Israel in the time when the nations will say, "We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you" (Zech. 8:23). "God is with thee in all that thou doest," declares the Philistine king (v. 22). And he seeks again to form an alliance with the man of God. So this time it is Abraham who reproves Abimelech with the moral authority which his relationship with "the everlasting God" confers on him (v. 33). He shows him on this occasion how much he values this well in the desert which Abimelech's servants had wanted to take away from him. This is for us a picture of the Word and the water of the Word must refresh our souls every day. If people wish to be friendly with us, let us show them as soon as possible, the value that we place on this Word of God. Some of them, who are thirsty for truth, peace and joy, will be led to search for these in this precious Book, if they see that we draw these from it.


February 3

Genesis 22:1-12

1And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.2And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.3And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.4Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.5And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you,6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.7And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?8And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.9And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.10And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.11And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.12And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.


We know that this story is a picture of the cross. Who is the only-begotten Son, whom the Father loves, if not the Lord Jesus? He had to be offered as a burnt offering. The place is seen from afar in the eternal counsels of God. It is mount Moriah where later David will offer the sacrifice of atonement and where the temple will be built (2 Chron. 3:1). This place of sacrifice is also at the same time the place of worship (v. 5). How many reasons we find there for worshipping both the Father and the Son, going both of them together, in other words, with a single thought, to accomplish the work of salvation! Isaac's obedience makes us remember the Lord's obedience in Gethsemane: "not what I will, but what thou wilt" (Mark 14:36). But in contrast with Isaac, who simply submitted himself, the Son has offered Himself: "Lo, I come to do thy will, O God." (Heb. 10:9). In contrast again with Isaac, who did not know what his father was going to do, we are told "Jesus . . . knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth" (John 18:4). Finally, in contrast with the cry of the Angel who stopped Abraham's hand, no voice was heard at Golgotha to turn away the judgment sword which had to fall upon the Son of God.


February 4

Genesis 22:13-24

13And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.14And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.15And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,16And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:17That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;18And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.19So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.20And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor;21Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,22And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel.23And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother.24And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah.


God has provided Himself a Lamb for the burnt offering. When the Lord Jesus appeared in the midst of the people on the banks of Jordan, John the Baptist cried, "Behold the Lamb of God," (John 1:29). He was the divine response to all the sins which had just been confessed. Thus the great mystery of which we have a shadow in this chapter is now revealed. And what assurance this "Jehovah-Jireh" continues to bring to all those who are tormented by the burden of their sins!
Isaac is figuratively raised up (Heb. 11:19); Christ is raised up in reality with all the consequences of this for Him and for us. For Him, a wife is going to be given to Him; this is the reason we find Rebekah named in v. 23. For us, these are the heavenly blessings of which we have a picture in vv. 17 and 18.
Abraham's faith has been shown by this deed (James 2:21). Testing something proves its worth, it is said. God knew his heart and knew that he possessed this faith but it had to be shown publicly. As far as we are concerned, if we have been able to confess, "I believe in the Lord Jesus," we will sooner or later be given the opportunity to show forth our belief. Trials for Christians are often not for any other reason than to give evidence of the reality of the faith that is in them.


February 5

Genesis 23:1-20

1And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: these were the years of the life of Sarah.2And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.3And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying,4I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.5And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him,6Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead.7And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the children of Heth.8And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar,9That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you.10And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying,11Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy dead.12And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land.13And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there.14And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him,15My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore thy dead.16And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the merchant.17And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure18Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his city.19And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan.20And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth.


A sepulchre is all that Abraham was going to possess in this land of Canaan which nevertheless is promised to him. In buying the field and the cave of Machpelah to bury Sarah in, the man of God confirms his sure expectation of the resurrection. For him, Sarah is living with a divine life. It is therefore necessary to make sure of all the rights on the place where her body will be placed, that body which will be raised. The full price paid for the cave and the field reminds us of the rights permanently acquired by the cross of Christ — death vanquished and the certainty of the impending resurrection of all believers.
As in chapter 14 where we have seen him refuse the presents of the king of Sodom, Abraham does not intend to be indebted to anyone. He insists on paying the full value of the field, without any bargaining. A Christian is recognized in all his contacts with people of the world by his correctness and his absolute honesty. We are exhorted in the New Testament not to owe anything to any man (Rom. 13:8), to "walk honestly toward them that are without" (1 Thess. 4:12), and finally to provide "for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men" (2 Cor. 8:21; see also Rom. 12:17).


February 6

Genesis 24:1-14

1And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things.2And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:3And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:4But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac.5And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest?6And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again.7The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.8And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again.9And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.10And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.11And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water.12And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham.13Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:14And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.


The death of Sarah suggests to us the putting on one side of Israel, (the race from which has issued the true Isaac), after the resurrection of the Lord (Gen. 22). In order to ensure the seed of the promise, Abraham, the "father of many nations", has a plan in mind the fulfilment of which is going to be recounted to us in great detail: this is giving a wife to his son. But a third person comes in now; the oldest servant in his house, his steward, a striking picture of the Holy Spirit sent to earth to gather together those who will make up the Church, the bride of Christ. Thus the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit who worked together in creation, also work together in the choosing, calling and gathering in of the redeemed who are united with the risen Christ. This bride will be sought in a far country. It is among those "who . . . were far off" that God has chosen and called companions for His Son (Eph. 2:13).
What a model of dependence we have in this servant of Abraham. In his master's house, he has learned to know the LORD with whom he now deals personally. He directs his prayer to Him (Ps. 5:3). Let us not forget, before undertaking anything, to speak first to the Lord about it.


February 7

Genesis 24:15-31

15And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder.16And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.17And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher.18And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.19And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.20And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels.21And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not.22And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold;23And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in?24And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor.25She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in.26And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD.27And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren.28And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things.29And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well.30And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well.31And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.


Abraham's servant has not even finished praying when the reply appears in front of him — Rebekah carrying her pitcher. We find in Isaiah a promise which corresponds to this: "before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear" (Isa. 65:24).
If the servant teaches us dependence, Rebekah is, for her part, a model of devotedness and eagerness. She does more than is asked of her in also watering the camels and she does it quickly, hastening and running (vv. 18, 20). Here are two characteristics we can notice and imitate in our little everyday duties in the home. Drawing water — that is bringing refreshment to others. There are a thousand ways of communicating the blessings, which we have ourselves drawn from the Word of God, to those with whom we come into contact. And just as the servant watched Rebekah, let us remember that Someone pays great attention to all that we do. In the way the young girl carried out this very simple task, the servant discerned that she would be a devoted, hard-working and virtuous wife for Isaac, like the one described in chapter 31 of Proverbs.
Before he does anything else, he bows before the LORD and gives thanks to Him.


February 8

Genesis 24:32-49

32And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him.33And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.34And he said, I am Abraham's servant.35And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses.36And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath.37And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell:38But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son.39And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will not follow me.40And he said unto me, The LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house:41Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath.42And I came this day unto the well, and said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go;43Behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink;44And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's son.45And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the well, and drew water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee.46And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the camels drink also.47And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands.48And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son.49And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.


The LORD has led Abraham's servant, as if by the hand, into the house of his master's family. Abraham had made him promise solemnly that he would not take a wife for his son from among the daughters of Canaan (v. 3). Dear young friends, who know Jesus, even if marriage seems to you a far distant event, it is not too early to lay hold firmly on the teaching of the Word on this subject: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for . . . what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?" (2 Cor. 6:14-15). A child of God can only marry within the family of the faith, that is to say, with another child of God. Those who have not taken account of this injunction, have confessed it later with much sadness: a union with an unconverted person is not only rank disobedience to the Lord's Word, but also a source of trouble and distress throughout one's life.
What testimony Abraham's servant bears to his master to whom he is so proud to belong (vv. 34-36). He is great, he is rich, he has a son, the heir of all that is his. It is thus that the Holy Spirit, when He is received into a heart, makes known the Father and the Son, and it is thus that we, as redeemed of the Lord, should know how to speak of Them.


February 9

Genesis 24:50-67

50Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.51Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the LORD hath spoken.52And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth.53And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things.54And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master.55And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go.56And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the LORD hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my master.57And they said, We will call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth.58And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.59And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men.60And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them.61And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.62And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the south country.63And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.64And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.65For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.66And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.67And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.


The terms in which Abraham's servant has described his master and the riches of which he has given a sample, have touched Rebekah's heart. She is decided, she will go (v. 58).
You who have heard so much about the Lord, who have had the opportunity to enjoy the treasures of His grace in your parents' home, have you decided for Him in your own heart? You are asked the question today. Will you go? It is not in several days or even tomorrow that the Spirit of God is urging you to do it: it is today!
Now begins for Rebekah the long journey across the desert. She has left everything at the word of the servant who is now leading her. Thus the Church, the bride of Christ, pursues her pathway of sorrow and weariness in this world, which is a desert for her. Meanwhile the Holy Spirit occupies her heart with the Well-beloved whom she has not seen, but who is coming to meet her. "What a special moment it will be for Thy holy assembly, when Thou wilt introduce her into the heavenly places," says a French hymn. What a moment for Him also! Rebekah became Isaac's wife and he loved her from then on. But Christ already loves His Assembly. And His heart, very much more than ours, is waiting for that blessed moment, for the eternal satisfaction of His divine love.


February 10

Genesis 25:1-18

1Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah.2And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah.3And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim.4And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.5And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac.6But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country.7And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years.8Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.9And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre;10The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife.11And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi.12Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham:13And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,14And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa,15Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah:16These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations.17And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people.18And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he died in the presence of all his brethren.


The end of Abraham's life completes a comprehensive prophetic picture:
Genesis 21: the birth of the Son
Genesis 22: the cross and the resurrection of the true Isaac
Genesis 23: the putting aside of Israel (the death of Sarah)
Genesis 24: the call of the Church and her union with Christ in glory
Finally chapter 25: the introduction of the thousand year reign when the nations of the earth, represented by the children of Keturah, will be blessed in their relationship with Isaac. 
To him Abraham makes a gift of everything that he has. Isaac represents Christ in His character of universal Heir. "The LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; . . . Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance" (Ps. 2:7-8). It is to this glorious future that Abraham's thoughts turn by faith. Beyond Isaac he is thinking of the One through whom the promises would be fulfilled. "Abraham rejoiced to see my day," Jesus said to the Jews, "and he saw it and was glad" (John 8:56). He dies in faith "not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off . . . and embraced them" (Heb. 11:13). So Abraham is one of the men of whom God is not ashamed, even to the point of linking his name with His own in calling Himself the "God of Abraham". Can He also call Himself your God?


February 11

Genesis 25:19-34

19And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac:20And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan-aram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.21And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.22And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to inquire of the LORD.23And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.24And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb.25And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau.26And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them.27And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.28And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.29And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint:30And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom.31And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.32And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?33And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.


The faith of Isaac and Rebekah is put to the test in the same way as that of Abraham and Sarah: by childlessness. It is an opportunity for Isaac to pray earnestly and the LORD listens (v. 21; compare 1 Chron. 5:20). Twin boys are born, as different in their appearance as in the condition of their hearts. The action which takes place between the two brothers demonstrates this condition. Jacob, in spite of the grievous manner in which he sets about it, shows that he appreciates the place of honour in the family, the share of the inheritance which goes with it and especially the divine promises made to Abraham and to his seed after him. None of this has any value for Esau. He strikes his bargain, eats, drinks, gets up and goes out, unconscious of the incalculable loss which he has sustained in a moment. Not only is his conduct senseless: to sacrifice his whole future "for a morsel of meat". But it is over and above that an insult to God; it is to say to Him: Your most precious gifts are not as good as these lentils for appeasing my hunger.
The birthright is a figure of your privilege, young friends who are brought up in a Christian family. God does not want any of you to despise your heavenly inheritance.


February 12

Genesis 26:1-16

1And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.2And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of:3Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father;4And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;5Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.6And Isaac dwelt in Gerar:7And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon.8And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.9And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her.10And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us.11And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.12Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him.13And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great:14For he had possession of flocks, and possessions of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.15For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth.16And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we.


Isaac has not derived any profit from his father's sad experiences in Genesis 12 and Genesis 20. Put to the test by the famine, he also stays in Gerar and because he is afraid, he there disowns his wife in deceiving Abimelech. History repeats itself with the same consequences again and we know the story only too well: lack of courage to confess our relationship with Christ, fear of being made to look a fool, false testimony before the world which incurs judgment. But, very soon afterwards, we read of a beautiful incident in the story of the patriarch. In order to keep himself and his family safe from the famine, he sows seed and gathers in the harvest; God blesses his work. The Philistines become jealous of his prosperity (v. 14). As in the time of Abraham, they try to deprive the man of God of water, vital for life (Gen. 21:25). It is provided by the old wells, a picture of the Word and of the sources of spiritual refreshment which generations before us have enjoyed and which we must dig for ourselves. And these malicious Philistines who block up the wells with earth, make us think of the Enemy of our souls who makes every effort to fill our lives with earthly things. He wants to deprive us of the living Word which is indispensable to our spiritual prosperity.


February 13

Genesis 26:17-35

17And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there.18And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them.19And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water.20And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him.21And they digged another well, and strove for that also:and he called the name of it Sitnah.22And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.23And he went up from thence to Beer-sheba.24And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake.25And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well.26Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army.27And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you?28And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee;29That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD.30And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink.31And they rose up betimes in the morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.32And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and said unto him, We have found water.33And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba unto this day.34And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite:35Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.


One after another, Isaac redigs these wells of Abraham, blocked by the Philistines. Let us ask the Lord for the same energy, the same perseverance to appropriate for ourselves the truths by which our predecessors lived. They can become our possession too by some deep digging personally for ourselves. To each effort of the enemy to deprive him of the fruits of his labour, Isaac responds by digging elsewhere without being discouraged. But he does not dispute with them, illustrating the exhortation of 2 Timothy 2:24. His gentleness can be known by everyone (Phil. 4:5). He suffers injustice but he does not threaten them; he leaves it to the One who judges righteously (1 Peter 2:23). At the same time he thus bears testimony to his faith. The inheritance belongs to him; what is the good of snatching it by force? The LORD has promised "all these countries" to his seed (v. 4). Isaac is relying on Him that he will receive them when the moment is right.
Vv. 34 and 36 show us Esau once again scorning God's will by choosing his wives from the Canaanites from whom the LORD had utterly separated his family. By this he causes great heartache for Isaac and Rebekah. May the Lord encourage all our young readers to listen to their parents and to profit by their experience so that later they will not be a cause of bitterness and worry to them.


February 14

Genesis 27:1-29

1And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I.2And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death:3Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison;4And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.5And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it.6And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying,7Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death.8Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee.9Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth:10And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death.11And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man:12My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.13And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.14And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved.15And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son:16And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck:17And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.18And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son?19And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.20And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to me.21And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.22And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.23And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him.24And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am.25And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank.26And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son.27And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed:28Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine:29Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.


The incident brought before us in this chapter is very distressing. This is a family where God is known and yet covetousness, deceit and lies are sadly in evidence there. Isaac has become blind and he is spiritually blind too. He has lost his powers of discernment to such an extent that a tasty meal is more important to him than the moral condition of his children. Without seeking God's mind, he prepares to bless the son whom he prefers. Rebekah, on her part, advises Jacob to cheat his brother and to deceive his father. Only Esau could appear to us to be likeable in this family. But God knew his ungodly heart and by means of this apparent injustice, His will was accomplished.
Jacob achieves his end. With the complicity of his mother, he obtains the blessing, to which he attached such value. But if he had trusted in God to give it to him instead of acting by deceit and lies, would he not have received it just the same? Without a doubt! God had declared before his birth, "The elder shall serve the younger" (Gen. 25:23), and He could not renounce His word nor could He allow a mistake to be made. And Jacob would thus have been spared both pain and lost time. The Lord's pathway for us is always straightforward but how many times we complicate it by our unfortunate interventions.



February 15

Genesis 27:30-46

30And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.31And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me.32And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau.33And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed.34And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father.35And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing.36And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?37And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son?38And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.39And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above;40And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.41And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.42And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee.43Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran;44And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away;45Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?46And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me?


Hebrews 12:16-17 links this story with chapter 25. Esau, who has been left out, desires passionately to inherit the blessing but he is rejected in spite of his tears. He once despised it and now it is too late. The world is full of people, like this man, who sell their precious souls in exchange for some passing pleasure. Their god is their belly and their thoughts are of earthly things (Phil. 3:19). They are men of the world and they have their portion in this life (Ps. 17:14). A terrible awakening awaits them when, later, they will recognize their folly. All the tears shed in that dreadful place, where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, will be as unavailing as Esau's here to receive the blessing lost through their fault alone.
Jacob's difficulties are about to begin. His brother's hate, aroused by spite and jealousy, obliges him to leave home. He will not see his mother again, although she only envisaged a separation of a few days (v. 44). Rebekah will also suffer the consequences of their joint deception.
In giving such importance to the story of Jacob's life, Scripture allows us to admire the long and patient work of God's grace towards one of His own.


February 16

Genesis 28:1-22

1And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.2Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother.3And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people;4And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.5And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padan-aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother.6When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-aram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan;7And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram;8And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father;9Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.10And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.11And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.12And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.13And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;14And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.15And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.16And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.17And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.18And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.19And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first.20And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,21So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God:22And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.


Jacob is leaving his father's house, but God is going to bring him to know His own house (Bethel means "house of God"). It is not necessary for us to wait until we have left our parents' home to meet the Lord. But one day this meeting must take place and the God of our parents must also become our God. What a strange dream Jacob has! What is the meaning of this ladder with the angels going up and down it? It speaks of relationships between heaven and earth and we think of the One who has established them for us by coming down here and then returning to glory (John 3:13, 31; Eph. 4: 10). The grace of God shows the gate of heaven (v. 17) to the poor tired sinner and imparts His glorious promises to him. "How dreadful is this place!" the traveller cries when he wakes up. A guilty conscience cannot be at peace even in the presence of the God of grace (compare Luke 5:8). In this strange bargain which he dares to make with the LORD, Jacob makes these explicit promises of God conditional and offers to serve Him in exchange for the benefits which he will receive. Many people, like him, hesitate to grasp by faith the free gift of God and think that their efforts must themselves merit His favour.


February 17

Genesis 29:1-14

1Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east.2And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth.3And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place.4And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we.5And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him.6And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep.7And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them.8And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep.9And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep: for she kept them.10And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother.11And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept.12And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father.13And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things.14And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month.


"I . . . will keep thee in all places whither thou goest,. . . I will not leave thee" the LORD had promised to Jacob during his night at Bethel (Gen. 28:15). How comforting it is to think that God's eye continually follows His own even when they neglect to look to Him (Ps. 32:8). His providential care leads Jacob to his mother's family, to his uncle Laban's house. Once again we see a meeting beside a well, perhaps the same one as in chapter 24. But this time we hear no prayer from the traveller's mouth, nor do we hear him asking God for a happy meeting, nor later does he give thanks to Him for a successful journey. And we do not see the young girl giving water to the tired visitor. What a difference too in Laban's house! Jacob told him "all these things" but we hear no mention of the name of the LORD in his account nor of the way He has blessed his family (compare Gen. 24:35), nor even of his meeting at Bethel. What are our usual topics of conversation when we meet one of our parents or a friend? Is the Lord at the centre of our conversation? If this is to be so, our hearts must be habitually occupied with Him.


February 18

Genesis 29:15-35

15And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?16And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.17Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.18And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter.19And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me.20And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.21And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.22And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast.23And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her.24And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid.25And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me?26And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.27Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years.28And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also.29And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid.30And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years.31And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren.32And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.33And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon.34And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi.35And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing.


The story of Jacob is one of chastening, in other words, of the school through which God makes His own to pass. It is a hard school, for Hebrews 12:11 declares — and our own experience confirms it — that no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous but grievous! But God's objective is "our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness" . The class that Jacob enters is going to last twenty years which he will go through in conditions close to slavery. And how will God teach him His lessons? He is going to allow the same thing to happen to Jacob as Jacob did to others. Jacob, whose name means "supplanter", a name well justified, is going in his turn to be cheated and deprived. He had deceived his father in that being the younger one, he passed himself off as the elder. He now has dealings with a father who deceives him by passing off his elder daughter as the younger! How many times we only discover the annoyance or wickedness of our actions when we suffer the same thing from someone else (Judges 1:7). The only happy subject which is brought before us in this chapter is Jacob's devoted love for Rachel. We think of the love of the One who, in order to win us, has become the Perfect Servant.


February 19

Genesis 30:1-24

1And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die.2And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?3And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees that I may also have children by her.4And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her.5And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son.6And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan.7And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son.8And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali.9When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife.10And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son.11And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad.12And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son.13And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher.14And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes.15And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to night for thy son's mandrakes.16And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that night.17And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son.18And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar.19And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son.20And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his name Zebulun.21And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah.22And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb.23And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach:24And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall add to me another son.


These verses introduce us to Jacob's family. It is an important page in the Old Testament since the twelve sons of the patriarch will become in their turn twelve patriarchs (Acts 7:8) and will give their names to the twelve tribes of Israel. Through them the promises made to Abraham and Isaac will be fulfilled, as well as those promised to Jacob during his night at Bethel. The priests will descend from Levi, the kings from Judah, followed by the Messiah Himself.
This family is like its head, calculating, vying with each other; in fact it is characterized by doubtful behaviour. In spite of these lapses, God has His eyes upon this family and wants to bless it. Likewise today, believers' families are precious to the heart of the Lord. He wants to bless both the parents and every one of the children. He knows everyone by name and from our first steps is preparing us for the service which He intends us to do. And what is the glorious call to believers nowadays? Is it not to be kings and priests unto His God and Father (Rev. 1:6)? The birth of Joseph, who is a type of Christ, signals the end of servitude and return of Jacob's family to the promised land (v. 25). Spiritually it is still the same: it is from the moment that Christ takes His place in our hearts and in our homes that we are in measure able to taste deliverance and heavenly blessing.


February 20

Genesis 30:25-43

25And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country.26Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee.27And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake.28And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it.29And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with me.30For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; and the LORD hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also?31And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock:32I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my hire.33So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come for my hire before thy face: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me.34And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word.35And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons.36And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks.37And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods.38And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink.39And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.40And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto Laban's cattle.41And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods.42But when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's.43And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses.


Poor Jacob is getting agitated, wheeling and dealing with Laban, matching his cunning and deceit, trying to enrich himself by his intelligence and his own efforts. How sad it is to see a believer striving with worldly people for earthly goods. Isaac had given quite a different example to his son, Jacob (Gen. 26:15-22).
In 1 Timothy 6:6-10 the apostle contrasts the desire for riches with godliness which, with contentment, is great gain. Notice then this twofold gain – true riches to be searched after. Firstly, there is godliness, that is to say, contact with God of which the altars speak to us. But in his exile, Jacob has no altar and no conscious contact with God. Secondly, there is contentment, which the patriarchs learned by living in tents and which Jacob had practised himself (Gen. 25:27). The apostle Paul had personally learned to be content with the circumstances in which he found himself (Phil. 4:11). How difficult it is always to be content! However the best testimony we can give to those around us is to show that we are satisfied with what God gives us. For He has given us no less than His own Son and all things with Him (Rom. 8:32).


February 21

Genesis 31:1-21

1And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory.2And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before.3And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee.4And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock,5And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father hath been with me.6And ye know that with all my power I have served your father.7And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me.8If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked.9Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me.10And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.11And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I.12And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.13I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.14And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house?15Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our money.16For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, and our children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do.17Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels;18And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padan-aram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.19And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father's.20And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled.21So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead.


Beside all that is sad in Jacob's behaviour, let us acknowledge his patience. He bears without complaint weariness and hardship as well as all the injustice he has suffered at the hand of Laban. What sustains him is remembering the land given by the LORD to Abraham and to his seed. He has not forgotten the promise which God made to him at Bethel to bring him back to the "land of his fathers". This hope has stayed alive in his heart and the moment has at last arrived when it is going to be fulfilled. Christians, strangers on the earth, do we not also have a promise from the Lord concerning the heavenly Country into which He will soon have us to enter? This hope should give us all the patience and all the courage we need to endure difficulties and even injustice.
Whilst obeying the LORD'S command (v. 3), it is sad to see that Jacob remains true to his sly character: he deceives Laban by fleeing without his knowing. Does this not show a lack of trust in God? The One who gave Jacob the order to set out, would not allow Laban to stop him (v. 24). And Laban could only acquiesce because he realised as before "The thing proceedeth from the LORD" (Gen. 24:50).


February 22

Genesis 31:22-55

22And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled.23And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead.24And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.25Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead.26And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword?27Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?28And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so doing.29It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.30And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?31And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me.32With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them.33And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two maidservants' tents; but he found them not. Then went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent.34Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not.35And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. And he searched, but found not the images.36And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me?37Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy household stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both.38This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten.39That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night.40Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep departed from mine eyes.41Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times.42Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight.43And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have born?44Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between me and thee.45And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar.46And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap.47And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed.48And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed;49And Mizpah; for he said, The LORD watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another.50If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee.51And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee;52This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm.53The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac.54Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount.55And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and returned unto his place.


When he is told of Jacob's flight, Laban dashes off in pursuit of him and catches him up. As a sly and hypocritical man of the world, he uses flattering words even though his heart is full of envy and jealousy. He pretends to have great affection for his daughters and their little children even though he has always been attentive only to his own interests (v. 15). He makes a pretence of fearing the LORD (vv. 29, 53) while actively seeking after his false gods.
It is sad to see Rachel attaching such value to these idols. Rebekah, we can be sure of it, had happily left these objects behind her when she left with Abraham's servant. These domestic images correspond for us with the things of the world which we do not decide to give up and which we believe we can take along with us on the road to our Homeland. We can hide them for a certain time from everyone's eyes in the depths of our hearts. Would that God, who sees all, might give us to know how to discern and resolutely reject everything which, in our affections, takes the place of the Lord Jesus! They are all idols!
Finally Jacob and Laban separate from each other. The heap will be a boundary between them. There is no common territory for the believer with the man of the world even when they belong to the same family.


February 23

Genesis 32: 1-21

1And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.2And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim.3And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.4And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now:5And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.6And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.7Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands;8And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is left shall escape.9And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee:10I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.11Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children.12And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.13And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother;14Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams,15Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals.16And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove.17And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee?18Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us.19And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him.20And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me.21So went the present over before him: and himself lodged that night in the company.


Hebrews 1:14 teaches us that believers benefit from angels' ministry, usually without knowing it. But when Jacob left Canaan, God had wanted somehow to introduce him to those whom He was going to use to take care of him while he was in exile (Gen. 28:12). Now, at the time he is going back, the angels of Mahanaim welcome the patriarch into the promised land. But Jacob is not in any condition to rejoice in the goodness of the God who listened to his vow long before (Gen. 28:20-21). Indeed his heart is not free of the fear of man. If he no longer has Laban behind him, he still has Esau in front of him and he trembles at the prospect of meeting him. He certainly has recourse to prayer (vv. 9-12) but, immediately after, he takes all the precautions one can imagine as if he did not really believe God was capable of delivering him. Do we not resemble him sometimes? Note also Jacob's servile attitude (vv. 18, 20), even though his father's blessing had made him to be above his brother. Do you not think that instead of all this stagecraft, all these discreet arrangements, Jacob would have been better to go to the front of his people and, trusting in God, to ask courageously for pardon from his brother whom he had wronged.


February 24

Genesis 32:22-32

22And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok.23And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had.24And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.25And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.26And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.27And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.28And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.29And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there.30And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.31And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh.32Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank.


A second memorable night is recorded in the story of Jacob. This struggle with the angel is like a summary of all his previous life. He has always sought blessing by his own efforts; he is, in that way, opposed to God. He proves now that man's strength cannot win nor prevail. One touch of God (v. 25) and his strength is completely destroyed. Jacob is now forced to stop having confidence in himself. He is learning this basic truth of the believer's life: "when I am weak, then am I strong (2 Cor. 12:10). And it is at that moment that he triumphs in declaring by faith: "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me" (v. 26; Hosea 12:4). What a victory for prayer! He obtains blessing in the form of this name of Israel, which is so great in the counsels of God, in Scripture, and in history. This name speaks to us of Christ, the Conqueror, the Prince and the true Israel of God.
Dear Christians, God wants to make us conquerors. If He stops us in the pathway of our own will and takes away our fleshly strength, it is in order to give us His power.
Jacob will remember Peniel. His staff will continually remind him of it. His hip has been dislocated, but his soul has been delivered (Rom. 7:24-25).


February 25

Genesis 33:1-20 

1And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.2And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.3And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.4And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.5And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant.6Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves.7And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves.8And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord.9And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself.10And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me.11Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it.12And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee.13And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if men should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die.14Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir.15And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight of my lord.16So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir.17And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.18And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram; and pitched his tent before the city.19And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money.20And he erected there an altar, and called it El-elohe-Israel.


After the LORD changed Abraham's name, his old name of Abram disappeared for good. In contrast, the name of Jacob lives on right to the end and the new name of Israel only comes easily to him a long time after Peniel. This is a sign that the nature of the old Jacob, the supplanter, has not finished manifesting itself. However divine grace was evident towards him and his family. The LORD had answered his prayer (in Gen. 32:11) by influencing Esau's heart (v. 4). And to emphasize that it really was God's work, that the gifts carefully prepared by Jacob were all unnecessary because of Esau's frame of mind, v. 8 shows us that Esau had not even understood their point. However we see poor Jacob's fears reappearing. He could have given testimony to his confidence in the protection of an all-powerful God to Esau who wanted to protect him; instead of that he slips away by lying, saying he was going to Seir and making his way instead to Succoth. After this, which is even worse, he builds himself a house (v. 17), buys a field (v. 19), thus denying twice over his position as a stranger on the earth. Consequences of this soon follow: evil associations take place, which lead to the dishonour of his daughter and the dreadful vengeance of two of his sons, the sad subject of chapter 34.


February 26

Genesis 35:1-15

1And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother.2Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments:3And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.4And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem.5And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob.6So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him.7And he built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother.8But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called Allon-bachuth.9And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, and blessed him.10And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel.11And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;12And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land.13And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him.14And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon.15And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel.


After the shameful events which had occurred in his family, Jacob is troubled and discouraged (Gen. 34:30). God is not willing to leave him in this condition, and speaks to him once again: "Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God". Bethel, the house of God, is the place of His presence. The same divine voice invites the Christian each first day of the week to cease being busy with earthly business, in order to go to the place where the Lord has promised His presence and to worship Him in spirit and in truth. But before being able to obey, as Jacob knows well, one thing is essential. Objects are hidden in his tents which are not suitable for the holy presence of God; the domestic images of Laban are still in Rachel's tent. Having been tolerated for a long time these "strange gods" must be ruthlessly thrown out when he appears before the LORD. Only after this can Jacob go up to Bethel, a place which he now stopped finding "dreadful". He builds an altar there, remembering with gratitude the blessings he has received and hears from God the confirmation of all His promises. When he has judged and given up what was incompatible with his lofty service, many blessings of great price are heaped upon the worshipper in God's presence (Hosea 14:8).


February 27

Genesis 35:16-29

16And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour.17And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also.18And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Ben-oni: but his father called him Benjamin.19And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.20And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.21And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar.22And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:23The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun:24The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin:25And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali:26And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid; Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padan-aram.27And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned.28And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years.29And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.


This is a new stage in Jacob's life. While he is on his journey the birth of Benjamin and the death of Rachel happen simultaneously. The Christian path way is also strewn with joys and sorrows. As Jacob, he can "set up a pillar" (vv. 14, 20).
The two names given to the child each speak to us of the Lord Jesus. Ben-oni, the son of my sorrow, is the name of the One whom Israel will mourn "as one mourneth for his only son" (Zech. 12:10). It is the name of the One who Himself was afflicted on the earth, a Man of sorrows, who submitted to suffering. But He is at the same time, the true Benjamin, the Son at the Father's right hand, who was told by God, "Sit thou at my right hand" (Ps. 110:1, a verse quoted many times in the New Testament). The two names are inseparable and borne by the same person. They remind us that the sufferings and the glories of Christ cannot be dissociated (1 Peter 1:11).
Another name in our reading makes us think of Jesus: Bethlehem (v. 19), where the Saviour was to be born. Rachel's sepulchre stands there, the place of tears mentioned at the beginning of the Gospel (Matt. 2:18) but also the place where the greatest cause of joy for all time would be announced (Luke 2:10).


February 28

Genesis 36:1-28

1Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom.2Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;3And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth.4And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare Reuel;5And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan.6And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother Jacob.7For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were strangers could not bear them because of their cattle.8Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom.9And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in mount Seir:10These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau.11And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.12And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife.13And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife.14And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah.15These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz,16Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the sons of Adah.17And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife.18And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife.19These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes.20These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah,21And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom.22And the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna.23And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.24And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.25And the children of Anah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah.26And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran.27The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan.28The children of Dishan are these: Uz, and Aran.


Jacob's family is now complete with the birth of Benjamin (Gen. 35:24). But at the same time Esau's family is prospering. It numbers numerous dukes as well as kings (vv. 15-19). Some young people are keen to become leaders but how much better it is to obey the Lord and to serve His own than to have authority over a lot of people. The Lord teaches this to His disciples: "Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them . . . but so shall it not be among you: but . . . whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all" (Mark 10:42-44).
Amongst the powerful men mentioned in this chapter, one of them found hot* springs in the desert, a picture of all the deceptions of this world and of that which will never quench one's thirst (v. 24). Another, Amalek, was to become the most desperate of all Israel's enemies and Israel will have dealings with him all through his history.
The end of v. 8 reminds us that Esau is Edom. The name of Jacob the supplanter has been changed to Israel, the Prince of God, while Esau has become Edom (Gen. 25:30), which means "red", "soup". What terrible irony! This man and his race after him, from generation to generation, have been condemned to bear the name of a dish of food exchanged for its blessing.
*JND New Translation. Gen. 36:24.



March 1

Genesis 37:1-17

1And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan.2These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.4And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.5And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more.6And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed:7For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.8And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.9And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.10And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?11And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.12And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem.13And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I.14And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.15And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou?16And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks.17And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan.


Today we begin the beautiful story of Joseph. There is probably no person in the whole of Scripture who portrays in type the Lord Jesus in a more complete manner. He is the object of the special love of his father but Joseph is at the same time a victim of the hate and jealousy of his brothers, the sons of Israel (compare John 3:19; Matt. 21:38). He bears witness against them of their wickedness (v. 2) and before them of his future elevation which they refuse to believe. Thus Christ, the centre of the prophecies concerning earth (v. 7) and heaven (v. 9), was the faithful and true witness against the world of its evil works (John 7:7) and towards the world of His own future glories (Matt. 26:64). Jacob clothed Joseph in a coat of many colours, a visible mark of his favour which reminds us that Jesus was publicly shown to be the object of the Father's pleasure (Matt. 3:17; Acts 2:22). Joseph is for each one of us a model of obedience. "Here am I," he replies, (v. 13) when his father sends him to visit his brothers who nevertheless hate him. But how much greater a model Jesus is for us; He presented Himself in perfect obedience when the Father wanted to send Him: "Lo I come: . . . I delight to do thy will, O my God" (Ps. 40:7-8).


March 2

Genesis 37:18-36

18And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.19And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh.20Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams.21And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him.22And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.23And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him;24And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it.25And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.26And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood?27Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content.28Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.29And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes.30And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?31And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood;32And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no.33And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.34And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days.35And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.36And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.


The long road followed by Joseph to seek his brothers, is a picture of the road taken by the Son of God to seek and to save those who were lost. It was firstly the road of His down-stooping: being God, He was made man. Then it was the road of His humbling Himself, to death, yes, even the death of the cross (Phil. 2:7-8).
Then there is the crime of which the details speak to us of the cross of Christ; they make dastardly plots to kill the one who had come to serve them (Ps. 109:5; Jer. 11:19 and John 11:53). "They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood" (Ps. 94:21). They strip him of his garment (Ps. 22:18), and throw him into the pit, a picture of death. The Saviour suffered all these things in full reality.
Finally they sell Joseph for twenty pieces of silver as a slave to foreigners. One who is even greater than he, was sold for thirty pieces, a "goodly price" in their estimation (Zech. 11:13), then delivered by the Jews to Pilate. What great distress Joseph must have felt! And how much greater the anguish of the One of whom Joseph is only a feeble reflection, when He passed through all these sufferings and through death itself because He loved you and me.


March 3

Genesis 38; Genesis 39:1-16

1And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah.2And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her.3And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name Er.4And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan.5And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him.6And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar.7And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD slew him.8And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother.9And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother.10And the thing which he did displeased the LORD: wherefore he slew him also.11Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, Remain a widow at thy father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house.12And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite.13And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep.14And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife.15When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face.16And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me?17And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it?18And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him.19And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the garments of her widowhood.20And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her not.21Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place.22And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in this place.23And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her.24And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt.25When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff.26And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.27And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were in her womb.28And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one put out his hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first,29And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez.30And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called Zarah.
1And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither.2And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.3And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand.4And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.5And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.6And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.7And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.8But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;9There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?10And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her.11And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within.12And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.13And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth,14That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice:15And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out.16And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home.


Chapter 38 is inserted in the story of Joseph as if to show us, by the example of his brother, Judah, what serious sins and disorderliness in the family can happen by putting Christ, the true Joseph, on one side. In contrast, in Genesis 39 we find Joseph in Egypt, a young man who fears God, keeping himself pure and separated from the world. This is why God is glad to show that this faithfulness is pleasing to Him by blessing all the activities of His faithful witness in an obvious manner. When temptation comes, Joseph refuses (v. 8), does not listen (v. 10), and flees (v. 12; compare Judges 16:16-17).
Young believers, one day you will no doubt have to leave your parents' home to live in a hostile and dangerous environment. May this example of Joseph, himself also far from his family, be an encouragement for you in the conflicts which will inevitably be yours. "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?" asks the psalmist. "By taking heed thereto according to thy word," he replies immediately. Thus he is armed for the day of temptation: "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee" (Ps. 119:9, 11).


March 4

Genesis 39:17-23; Genesis 40:1-8

17And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:18And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out.19And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.20And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.21But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.22And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.23The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.
1And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt.2And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers.3And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound.4And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued a season in ward.5And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison.6And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad.7And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day?8And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you.


Once again Joseph is the object of terrible injustice. He is condemned by a false testimony and locked up in gaol with the prisoners. Psalm 105:18 describes his physical and moral sufferings: "Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron". And once again, these sufferings herald those of the Saviour. Hands were laid on Jesus (Mark 14:46), false witnesses were brought against Him (Matt. 26:59-60), "he was numbered with the transgressors" (Mark 15:28), He who had "done nothing amiss" (Luke 23:41).
The prison was full of guilty prisoners. How moving it is to see Joseph in the midst of them, not regarding himself as superior because he is innocent, in no way disgusted with the sights, nor discouraged either, but not ceasing to serve. Our thoughts can only be led to the perfect Man who came to share in our miserable and hopeless condition in order to serve us in love. He "went about doing good", Peter will say (Acts 10:38), adding "for God was with him". Such will also be so for Joseph, in the prison as well as when he was with Potiphar (Gen. 39:3, 21, 23); this is both a consolation to him and also the secret of his prosperity. May we enjoy this same happy experience everywhere and always!


March 5

Genesis 40:9-23

9And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me;10And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes:11And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.12And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days:13Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler.14But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house:15For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon.16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head:17And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head.18And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: The three baskets are three days:19Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee.20And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants.21And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand:22But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them.23Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.


In these two servants of the king of Egypt, the butler and the baker, we have a sample of the whole of humanity. "For there is no difference: for all have sinned", declares Scripture (Rom. 3:22-23). All have sinned against God, all have deserved His wrath and His punishment. But it is after this that there is a difference. Some receive the good news of salvation by grace through faith; while before others is the prospect of the dreadful second death. In the world no other condition exists but these two: to be saved or lost. To which group do you belong?
Unlike the baker who could no longer escape the king's judgment, it is still possible today, by receiving the gospel of grace, to pass from the condition of a lost sinner to that of being redeemed by Christ.
The two thieves at the cross illustrate even better these two classes into which humanity is divided. One remains insensitive and dies in his sins. But the other, in reply to his prayer, "Lord, remember me," receives this wonderful answer, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise" (Luke 23:43). Even as here Joseph is the messenger of sovereign grace, so it is Jesus who is the first to preach salvation and the good news of peace (Eph. 2:17).


March 6

Genesis 41:1-13

1And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river.2And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.3And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river.4And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke.5And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good.6And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them.7And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream.8And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.9Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day:10Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker:11And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream.12And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret.13And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.


The prayer of the thief was brought before us yesterday: "Lord, remember me" (Luke 23:42). In 40:14 it is Joseph who asks the butler who is just going to be delivered: "Think on me". How sad it is to read in v. 23 of this same chapter: "Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him".
And where we are concerned, redeemed by the Lord, in the gain of His great salvation, are we not often ungrateful, forgetting Him who has saved us? Although we owe everything to Jesus, we neglect to speak about Him to those who do not have the privilege of knowing Him. It is because He knew how forgetful our hearts are that the Lord, in giving the bread and the cup to His disciples asked them "This do in remembrance of me" (Luke 22:19).
After Pharaoh's dream, the butler remembers Joseph. It must have cost him a lot to say, "I do remember my faults this day" (v. 9). But he could not speak of Joseph without saying where and why he had met him. Likewise, when we give testimony of Jesus, our Saviour, let us not be afraid to acknowledge in what state of misery and sin we were when He brought us to know deliverance.


March 7

Genesis 41:14-36

14Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.15And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.16And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.17And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river:18And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a meadow:19And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness:20And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine:21And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke.22And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good:23And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them:24And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could declare it to me.25And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.26The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one.27And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine.28This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh.29Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt:30And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;31And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous.32And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.33Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt.34Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years.35And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.36And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine.


As this Pharaoh was troubled by a dream, men today are uneasy and anxious. The future worries them. They feel themselves to be at the mercy of unforeseeable catastrophes. However the Bible contains all that man can know on the subject of the future. But these prophecies are incomprehensible to those who do not have the Spirit of God. Pharaoh consults the wisest men in his kingdom in vain. Before God all human wisdom is not sufficient. Then Joseph appears. The doors of the prison are opened for him and he comes with wisdom from on high to bring "an answer of peace" to Pharaoh. He does not fail to say that this answer comes from God and not from himself (compare Dan. 2:28).
A Christian who knows his Bible knows more about the future of the world than the most far-seeing politicians. By the Holy Spirit, God has "given us an understanding" (read John 16:13; 1 John 2:20; 1 John 5:20).
Spiritually speaking our age is a period of great plenty. It will be followed for the world by a time of famine foretold by the prophets: "not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD" (Amos 8:11). The day of grace will have come to an end. Reader, are you ready?


March 8

Genesis 41:37-52

37And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.38And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?39And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art:40Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.41And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.42And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck;43And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt.44And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.45And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.46And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.47And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls.48And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same.49And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was without number.50And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare unto him.51And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.52And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.


A great page in Joseph's story is now turned. After suffering comes glory (compare Luke 24:26). The afflicted one who had been thrown into the pit, the slave in a foreign country, the prisoner in the gaol, becomes the lord of the land (42:30), the saviour of the world, the one before whom every knee bows (v. 43). Each one of these titles speaks to us of Him who, at one time humiliated and despised, will soon be honoured for ever by all men. Jesus, the Nazarene, has been highly exalted by God and crowned with glory and honour (Heb. 2:7). And as a supreme complement to all these glories, a wife is given to Joseph, a picture of the Church taken from among the nations (Eph. 1:20-23). The names of his sons call to mind the sore travail of the Saviour's soul: forgotten henceforth (Manasseh, v. 51), to taste an abundance of fruit (Ephraim, v. 52; compare Isa. 53:11).
Psalm 105:16-21, already quoted, summarizes this magnificent story. Before sending the famine, which he had already decreed, onto the earth, God had prepared Joseph by his afflictions. He is a type of Christ in His role of Saviour and life-support for the world and for Israel's family. (Ephraim means double fruitfulness). So we may well cry with wonder, "Can we find such a one as this is?" (v. 38).


March 9

Genesis 41:53-57; Genesis 42:1-8

53And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended.54And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.55And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do.56And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt.57And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands.
1Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another?2And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die.3And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt.4But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him.5And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan.6And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth.7And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food.8And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him.


Whatever the Lord promises will certainly be fulfilled. So it is with Joseph's words which were in fact those of God Himself. Seven years of great plenty follow, then the famine begins.
God tries all ways to turn the thoughts of men to Himself. That is why in this world, peace follows war, plenty follows privations, and also in the life of every human being, joys follow trials. Alas! men hardly ever think of thanking the Lord for the joys He gives them and they do not usually go to Him either for help in their trials. Nevertheless, just as Pharaoh commanded, "Go unto Joseph," the Spirit of God urges men to turn to the Saviour and He Himself calls, "Come unto me," (Matt. 11:28). Yes, let us go to the One who alone gives abundant nourishment for our souls. And let us also take advantage of times of spiritual plenty, of meetings for example, to fill up the "storehouses" of our memories and our hearts. In moments of need, of loneliness, or of discouragement, what we have thus put in reserve will give us strength and joy in the Lord. Above all let us not forget the end of v. 55, "What he saith to you, do." (compare John 2:5).


March 10

Genesis 42:9-24

9And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.10And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come.11We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are no spies.12And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.13And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not.14And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies:15Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither.16Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies.17And he put them all together into ward three days.18And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God:19If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses:20But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so.21And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us.22And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required.23And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter.24And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes.


While these events were taking place in Egypt, Jacob's family has been left on one side. It is as if God had said, "After your crime and now that Joseph is no longer among you, I have no more interest in telling the story of what concerns you." It is so with the sad story of man, and in particular of Israel after the rejection of the Saviour. God has nothing more to say to this people. But in His infinite patience, He has not, by doing this, forgotten the objects of His faithful promises. He is only waiting for the right moment to re-establish His relationship with them. And the right moment is the famine. If God allows trials such as hardship or illness, even with His own, it is often so that Christ, the true Joseph, may take, or take anew, His full place in our lives. Do not let us think that passing time can erase even the smallest sin; each one of them is always present in the Lord's sight, even if we have forgotten it and we will have to have dealings with Him about it sooner or later.
"We are true men," the criminal brothers dare to declare when they present themselves before the one who can prove the opposite and can confound them by merely revealing his name. How can people think they are worthy when they are guilty of rejecting Jesus?


March 11

Genesis 42:25-38

25Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them.26And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence.27And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack's mouth.28And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?29And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying,30The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country.31And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies:32We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.33And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and be gone:34And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land.35And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid.36And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me.37And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again.38And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.


In receiving his brothers roughly, Joseph does not intend vengeance, we may be sure. But he knows, by experience, the wickedness of their hearts and his purpose is to lead them to true repentance. To accomplish this, he uses one after another harshness, kindness, alarm and encouragement, accusations and banquets. All this is carried out with great wisdom and shows us, by comparison, how the Lord acts when He wants to awaken our hearts and consciences. Sometimes He must speak to us "roughly".
The accusations which Joseph makes are unjust. His brothers are not spies. But they feel that God is speaking to them and they remember the sin in which they all participated and their injustice to their brother.
We may have to submit to injustice. Instead of becoming irritated or seeking to justify ourselves, let us rather ask ourselves what God wants to teach us by these painful means.
For Jacob too, everything is carried out for his good, even though he says in v. 36, "All these things are against me". He will have to learn that if God is for him, nothing can be against him and that all things work together for good to them that love God (Rom. 8:28, 31). It is indeed in this way that God is going to give Joseph back to him.


March 12

Genesis 43:1-15

1And the famine was sore in the land.2And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food.3And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you.4If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food:5But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you.6And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?7And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: could we certainly know that he would say, Bring your brother down?8And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones.9I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever:10For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this second time.11And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds:12And take double money in your hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight:13Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man:14And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.15And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.


Joseph's brothers are very frightened. This is a sign of their guilty consciences. They have to return to Joseph and give an explanation for the money which they have found in their sacks. Let us not stay far away from the Lord when we have a weight on our consciences. Let us go straight to Him and confess everything to Him. V. 8 gives each sinner the route to follow: arise, go and live (compare Luke 15:18).
The men have persuaded their father to let Benjamin go with them and finally they set out carrying a present with them: the best fruits in the land (v. 11). But has the powerful Joseph, whose storehouses are full, any need of anything? Man has always had pretensions of bringing something to God. But on His part everything is a free gift. He cannot accept anything even the best man can do. Honey, spices, nuts and almonds, these are luxury products, no good for nourishing those who have no corn. What our hearts need is heavenly corn, food from on high, which alone can satisfy our souls' hunger. The world will offer us delicacies but the Lord Jesus, the true Joseph, is the only One who can give us corn from the heavenly country by presenting Himself to our hearts.


March 13

Genesis 43:16-34

16And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon.17And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house.18And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses.19And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door of the house,20And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food:21And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our hand.22And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks.23And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them.24And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their asses provender.25And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.26And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth.27And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive?28And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made obeisance.29And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son.30And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept there.31And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread.32And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians.33And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men marvelled one at another.34And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him.


How hard it is for Joseph's brothers to put their own resources on one side! However, they must accept the fact that their debt has been paid. We can be sure that Joseph's steward's accounts were in order since he says to them, "I had your money" (v. 23). The great Joseph had personally paid for his brothers. In the same way Christ has borne the whole cost of our peace. Our debt has been paid in full and only He knows the significance of this. Nevertheless, as long as evil is not judged and confessed, we cannot taste the joy of communion. A meal taken together is a picture of this communion, which implies a perfect understanding, a conversation shared in by all the participants. Is it not so at the Lord's Table where believers, all together, think of His sufferings? But here, because of the sin which raises a barrier between them, Joseph eats on his own and his brothers also eat by themselves (v. 32).
When you read these chapters, notice how many times Joseph weeps: (Gen. 42:24; Gen. 43:30; Gen. 45:2, 14; Gen. 46:29; Gen. 50:1, 17). It is a wonderful thing that he does not weep in the pit nor in the prison. These are tears of love. They make us think of the tears of the Lord Jesus (John 11:35; Luke 19:41).


March 14

Genesis 44:1-17

1And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth.2And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.3As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses.4And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good?5Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.6And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words.7And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing:8Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold?9With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen.10And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words; he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless.11Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack.12And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack.13Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city.14And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground.15And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?16And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.17And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father.


The net is closing around Joseph's brothers. Unforeseeable circumstances — though directed by a faithful hand — constrain them to retrace their steps and appear before the one who knows everything. Now their conscience is affected. "What shall we say? How shall we clear ourselves?" (v. 16). What progress, morally, they have made since the moment when they pretended to be "true men"! (Gen. 42:11). This is why deliverance is near.
As in the whole story of Joseph, these incidents have a prophetic bearing. Israel, temporarily put to one side following the rejection of Christ, the true Joseph, will be brought to acknowledge her crime, and to see in the Nazarene, whom they despised and crucified, the One whom God has made to be both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36), their Messiah and at the same time, the Son of Man who will reign over the whole universe. Nevertheless in order for this work of conscience to take place, Israel, and specially the tribe of Judah, must first go through a time of deep trials, called the "great tribulation", (Rev. 7:14). The distress of Joseph's brothers, until they confess their crime, speaks to us of the anguish which will be the lot of the Jewish people before they recognize and honour their Messiah.


March 15

Genesis 44:18-34

18Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh.19My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother?20And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.21And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.22And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die.23And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more.24And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.25And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food.26And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us.27And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons:28And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not since:29And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.30Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life;31It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave.32For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father for ever.33Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren.34For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father.


Joseph's purpose was to draw the thoughts of his brothers to the time more than twenty years before when, beside the pit, they had remained insensitive to his distress when he was begging them for mercy (Gen. 42:21). He also wanted to make them remember the grief of their old father when they had cruelly told him of Joseph's death. And Joseph wants to see whether they are able now to understand the suffering of their young brother and of their father. Well, he succeeded in stirring their hearts. How touching it is to hear Judah speaking of their aged father and their young brother, the son of his old age!
What lessons this teaches us too! We should put ourselves in the other person's place, understanding their joys and particularly their sorrows. Still more, we should enter in spirit into the Father's thoughts of love for His Son, into His grief when He saw His beloved Son in the hands of wicked men and when He heard His cry and could not reply to Him. Finally we should try to enter a little into the suffering of the Son when He was carrying the weight of our sins under divine judgment and when in infinite distress of soul, He went through the experience of being forsaken by God for us. Are we not often sadly without feeling on these matters with which the Spirit tries to occupy us?


March 16

Genesis 45:1-15

1Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.2And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.3And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.4And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.5Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.6For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.7And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.8So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.9Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:10And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:11And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.12And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.13And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.14And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.15Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.


This is the moment for which Joseph has been waiting for a long time. What patience he had shown! If he had made himself known too early, his brothers would have honoured him because they had to, like the sheaf in his dream, but their hearts would have remained cold and fearful.
The brothers learn now that the governor of Egypt, to whom all this glory belongs, is none other than the one they have hated and rejected. Not only is he alive, but all things are subject to him (Heb. 2:8). And their criminal dealings have been the precise means of fulfilling his dreams. What confusion must have filled their hearts when they see for themselves the noble grace of which Joseph is the living proof. He did not avenge himself; he does not now even reproach them; he only wants their happiness! And as for his own heart, it is filled with joy, similar to the Shepherd's when he found the lost sheep. Now the brothers are given a happy message, good news: to go to their father and tell him about the glory of the person who has pardoned them. That is also our mission, dear redeemed ones of the Lord; we should tell others, beginning with our close relatives, what we have found in Jesus and tell over "all His glory" to His Father, in meetings for worship.


March 17

Genesis 45:16-28

16And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.17And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;18And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.19Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.20Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.21And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.22To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment.23And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way.24So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way.25And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father,26And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not.27And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived:28And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.


Repaying evil with good: that is what Joseph is doing with his brothers. That is what the Lord teaches us (Matt. 5:44), and this is the best way to win someone's heart.
The brothers had thought they should bring the best they had (Gen. 43:11), a little balm and a little honey . . . But now they can see how insignificant it was. Pharaoh himself promises them the best in all the land, saying to them at the same time, "Regard not your stuff" (v. 20). The presence of the Lord and the enjoyment of His glory are before us. Earthly things rejected for His sake are without any value in comparison (Mark 10:29-30). Also we have proof that Jesus is alive and glorious and that He is waiting in heaven for us: He has sent us the Holy Spirit, the earnest of our inheritance (Eph. 1:14).
Notice that Joseph does not give to his brothers only a country for them to live in but all they will need for the journey to take them there. What about wagons? Jesus has undertaken everything for us. What about food? His Word is our food. What about clothes? Christ can and should be seen on us (Gal. 3:27). Finally the exhortation of the one who knows his brothers so well: "See that ye fall not out by the way" (v. 24). Do we have any less need than they of such an exhortation?


March 18

Genesis 46:1-34

1And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac.2And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I.3And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation:4I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.5And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him.6And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him:7His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt.8And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn.9And the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi.10And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman.11And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.12And the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zerah: but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul.13And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron.14And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel.15These be the sons of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with his daughter Dinah: all the souls of his sons and his daughters were thirty and three.16And the sons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli.17And the sons of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister: and the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel.18These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls.19The sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph, and Benjamin.20And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare unto him.21And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard.22These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen.23And the sons of Dan; Hushim.24And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem.25These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were seven.26All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six;27And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten.28And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen.29And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while.30And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.31And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me;32And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.33And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation?34That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians.


We have been occupied with Joseph's love for his brothers and the greatness of his forgiveness, more than all his glory and more than all his riches. For those amongst us who live in a family with brothers and sisters, here is the opportunity of learning a moving lesson of love and mutual support. But the love of Joseph for his father Jacob, his respect, his kindness, his haste to see him, his eagerness to put himself out for him, are also an example for us. Is this the way we love and respect our parents?
Israel's family starts out by passing through Beersheba where the well of the oath was! The promises are there confirmed to Jacob by a faithful God. "Fear not to go down into Egypt," He says to him (v. 3: compare Isaiah 41:14). What a change there is in Jacob, formerly driven by his own desires and now fearing to take one step without God. God also encourages him by promising to go down with him. Can the Lord always accompany us wherever we go?
Then there is the moving meeting with his beloved son, who has carefully prepared everything for the comfort of his family. "I go to prepare a place for you," the Lord Jesus has promised, "that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:2-3).


March 19

Genesis 47:1-12

1Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen.2And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh.3And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers.4They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.5And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee:6The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make them rulers over my cattle.7And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.8And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?9And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.10And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh.11And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.12And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, according to their families.


The great Joseph could have been ashamed of this family of simple shepherds who had come to beg corn because they were hungry, these foreigners who were suspected of being spies and thieves. If one thinks this, one does not know him. Before everyone, he acknowledges them as his brothers. As for Pharaoh, it is enough that they are Joseph's brothers that the glory of the saviour of Egypt should be reflected on them. In this too we find Jesus the same. He is not ashamed to call us His brethren (Heb. 2:11). And it is because of Him that God welcomes us with favour, we who are made accepted in the beloved (Eph. 1:6). Joseph introduces his father Jacob to Pharaoh. What a touching scene and one full of beauty! A poor old man, bent over his stick, blesses the powerful monarch. According to God's standards, the man of God is the more excellent of the two (Heb. 7:7).
The higher the position a man is in, the more aloof he usually is, but Joseph's glory does not in any way lessen his tender-hearted care for his brothers and their families. The supplies which he distributes are measured "according to number of children". This is a wonderful picture of our relationship with Christ and all that flows from it. Down here the better part is ours (v. 11). Our faith may be lacking but never His faithful grace.


March 20

Genesis 47:13-26

13And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine.14And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house.15And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth.16And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail.17And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread for all their cattle for that year.18When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said unto him, We will not hide it from my lord, how that our money is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is not ought left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands:19Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate.20And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so the land became Pharaoh's.21And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof.22Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they sold not their lands.23Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land.24And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your households, and for food for your little ones.25And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.26And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh's.


The fulfilment of Pharaoh's dream was inseparable from the person of Joseph. The great plenty followed by the famine has made him to be acknowledged as the sustainer of life, the saviour of the world.
Christ is the centre of prophecy. Soon He will have universal rule. All the families of the nations will bow before Him (Ps. 22:27). But believers do not wait for this time to belong to Him, and to worship Him. Jesus is carrying on a work in them. He begins by satisfying their souls' needs. Then like Joseph with the Egyptians, He works in such a manner that, little by little, everything is yielded to God. The secret of full deliverance is to accord Him His rights over our days, our goods, our bodies and our hearts. The Lord is not content with such and such a sacrifice on our part. He claims us altogether by reason of the rights He has acquired over us. He has bought us at great price for God (1 Cor. 6:19-20). We no longer belong to ourselves but we have become the happy servants of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. James 1:1), with all the consequences this entails; from now on we depend on Him entirely, not only for the provision of all our need, but also so that there will be fruit in our lives for His glory.


March 21

Genesis 47:27-31; Genesis 48:1-7

27And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly.28And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years.29And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt:30But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as thou hast said.31And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.
1And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.2And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed.3And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me,4And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.5And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.6And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance.7And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem.


The long life of Jacob is about to end. He recognised before Pharaoh that his days had been few and evil (Gen. 47:9). He passed through painful experiences and, through his own fault, lost many years. His career did not reach the level of Abraham's and Isaac's. Why then, when we know nothing of the last actions of these two patriarchs, is Jacob's end recorded in such detail? Precisely because this triumphant end underlines and glorifies the grace of God towards this man. It is the crowning of His patient work of discipline and we must admire the fruit of it. Jacob reviews his life and calls to mind its different stages — Luz, in other words, Bethel, where God made Himself known to him; Ephrath and the death of Rachel. Imagine our life's way is also over. All our looking into the past will emphasize the mercy of the One, who, with the same love, has led us, supported us, reproved and comforted us. Now Jacob bows himself down on the bed head (Gen. 47:31) where according to Hebrews 11:21, he worships, leaning upon the top of his pilgrim's staff. Let us not wait for our last day to give such a response to the love of the Lord Jesus.


March 22

Genesis 48:8-22

8And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these?9And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them.10Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.11And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed.12And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.13And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him.14And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.15And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,16The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.17And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.18And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.19And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.20And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh.21And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers.22Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.


"By faith, Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph", (Heb. 11:21). In giving the younger the elder one's blessing and vice-versa, his thoughts must have gone back to the sad incident of Genesis 27. He is blind now, as Isaac was then. But he can discern the mind of God. It has been said that Jacob never walked so well as when he was lame, and never saw so well as when he was blind. He calls on "the God that shepherded him all his life long".* He knew by experience the work and difficulties of a shepherd (Gen. 31:38-40). Now he takes the place of the sheep and notices the patient care of which he was the object on the part of his Shepherd. Like Jacob, David served his apprenticeship keeping "his father's sheep", (1 Sam. 17:34). Later he was called to be ruler over Israel (2 Sam. 7:7-8). Moreover it is he who wrote Psalm 23: "The LORD is my shepherd". Each of us knows the sweet name by which the Lord Jesus calls Himself: "I am the good shepherd (John 10:11, 14). It is a name which He has justified by giving His life for His dear sheep, then taking care of them and leading them as God took care of Jacob even without his knowing, all through his life. But can each one of us say like Jacob and David – "He is my shepherd"?
*JND. New Translation. Genesis 48:15.
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Genesis 49:1-18

1And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.2Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father.3Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power:4Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.5Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations.6O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall.7Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.8Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee.9Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?10The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.11Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes:12His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.13Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.14Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens:15And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.16Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.17Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.18I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.


We have before us another chapter of a prophetic nature. In these last words of Jacob to his sons, the whole history of the people of Israel is found as if it is set out in advance and summarized here. Under the judges and the kings, it became corrupted like Reuben; he forsook the LORD for idols. Then, as in Simeon and Levi, violence is shown in the rejection of the prophets and of the Messiah Himself, bringing about the dispersion of the Jewish people among the nations. Christ is represented by Judah, a tribe which is His by birth. Dominion and the sceptre of the kingdom are His alone. After this we find Israel dispersed under the judgment of God, in commercial activities and at the same time hated by the nations. The present-day period is personified in Zebulun and Issachar. As for Dan, he represents Antichrist, a Jew who, in the near future, will be received by Israel as her Messiah. "A serpent by the way", this is the terrible figure of satanic power which will then operate without restraint. Before this terrifying prospect, the faithful remnant will then only be able to count on deliverance from on high: "I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD" (v. 18).
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Genesis 49:19-33

19Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last.20Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.21Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.22Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall:23The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him:24But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)25Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb:26The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.27Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them.29And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,30In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace.31There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.32The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth.33And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.


When the Church has been taken, the "hour of temptation" will come "upon all the world" (Rev. 3:10). A believing remnant of Israel will come through this terrible tribulation. We can see this in the words addressed by Jacob to Gad. Benjamin speaks to us of the King (Christ) setting up His reign after the destruction of His enemies, while Asher and Naphtali represent the people finally blessed by the establishment of the kingdom.
Even though he knows that he will not be on the earth at that time, the child of God should be interested in these things and rejoice in thinking that the true Joseph (Christ), who has been hated and rejected, will have the supreme power and will be there in blessing to the whole world. "Joseph is a fruitful bough . . . whose branches run over the wall:" (v. 22), beyond the borders of Israel. The blessing will reach to the nations who are strangers to the promises. Thus Jesus, the true Joseph, was "separate from his brethren" (the literal meaning of Nazarene). Formerly "sorely grieved" and "hated" (v. 23), God has now "highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name" (Phil. 2:9-10). This name, above all others, this name of Jesus: God our Saviour, is it great even now to your heart?
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Genesis 50:1-14

1And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him.2And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel.3And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days.4And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying,5My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again.6And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear.7And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt,8And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen.9And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company.10And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days.11And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called Abel-mizraim, which is beyond Jordan.12And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them:13For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.14And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father.


Genesis contains all the great events which affect the human family: birth, marriage, the loss of a wife, mother or father; and it shows us faith in action for going through these things. Jacob's end is very beautiful. The good land of Goshen where he passed the last seventeen years of his life did not make him forget the land of Canaan or the promises which the LORD made to him at Beersheba (Gen. 46:4). And he showed his sons the value he attached to Canaan by giving them precise orders about his burial. He is to rest in the cave of Machpelah where the members of the family of faith await the resurrection day. The price has been paid in the past in order to assure his right to this.
Great solemnity is given to patriarchal funerals. Generally in the Old Testament we see the entombment of a man corresponding to his faithfulness. The burials of Jehoiada and king Hezekiah honoured their godliness (2 Chron. 24: 16; 2 Chron. 32: 33). Today, when a believer leaves this world, this does not give rise to great ceremonies. Death for the child of God has lost its terrible power; it is compared to a simple sleep which will end with the resurrection (1 Thess. 4: 13, 14). But even if death has lost its sting, let us never forget what it cost its Conqueror.
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Genesis 50:15-26

15And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him.16And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying,17So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him.18And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.19And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?20But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.21Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.22And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.23And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees.24And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.25And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.26So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.


One more sorrow remained for Joseph after his father's death. His brothers doubt his love. They think that now Jacob has gone, he will take his revenge. With what tenderness he reassures them, explaining to them God's mind and confirming his promise to look after them and their little children. Many Christians resemble these brothers of Joseph. They dare not believe that they are fully forgiven. Do we not also sometimes doubt the Lord's love even though He has given us so many proofs of it? His heart is very sensitive to this lack of trust. It is as if He were saying to us then, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me?" (John 14:9).
In coming to the end of Genesis, we see that nearly all the mysteries of God are seen there in outline. But before this book closes, we hear again the surety of faith (v. 24). "God will surely visit you," are the last words of Joseph to his brothers, the only one of all his actions which is recorded for us in Hebrews 11:22. Even in the midst of the plenty and the good living in Egypt, he envisages the departure of his brothers and the transfer of his bones to Canaan. Let us imitate Joseph's faith!


March 27

Exodus 1:1-22

1Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob.2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,4Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.5And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: for Joseph was in Egypt already.6And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation.7And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.8Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.9And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we:10Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land.11Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.12But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel.13And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour:14And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.15And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah:16And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.17But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive.18And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive?19And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.20Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.21And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.22And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.


Circumstances have completely changed in the land of Egypt between Genesis and Exodus. That which now characterises Pharaoh and his people is that they do not know Joseph (v. 8; Acts 7:18). The one who saved Egypt and preserved the life of a whole nation has been completely forgotten! It is just the same in the present world, of which Satan is the prince. Jesus the Saviour has no place in men's thoughts. And similarly, as a result of not knowing God and His Son, souls are held fast in hard servitude, under which some groan, but the great majority remain unconcerned. This slavery in which Satan holds men is pictured in a striking way by the merciless service to which the children of Israel are subjected (v. 13). But the subject of the book of Exodus is redemption: the deliverance of God's people snatched out of this terrible power.
The wicked king orders the putting to death of all the newly-born baby boys in Israel (cf. Matt. 2:16). But God takes up women who fear Him and on the contrary do not fear the king's commandment, to defeat the Enemy's designs. How precious to the heart of God are all marks of faithfulness in the midst of this scene where Satan reigns.
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Exodus 2:1-14

1And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.2And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.3And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink.4And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.5And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.6And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews' children.7Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?8And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's mother.9And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.10And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.11And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren.12And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.13And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?14And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known.


God in His grace did not wish to leave His own in slavery. He gave them a saviour: Moses, a type of Christ, whose history is recounted for us several times in the Scriptures (Acts 7:20-41; Heb. 11:23-29). In the ark which Moses' mother prepared, we have a picture of the great care which Christian parents take to protect their children from the pernicious influences of the outside world. But this care is not sufficient in itself. It is also necessary to have faith: the ark must be put on the water! And God answers this faith by a providential deliverance. Behind the scenes He directs everything, using even the tears of the tiny child. In the end Pharaoh's decree will only have had the result of preparing in his own house a redeemer for Israel.
Moses, grown to manhood, shows exceptional faith, just as his parents. Hebrews 11:23-26 emphasizes how he refuses the brilliant future which is opened up to him; he chooses . . . he esteems . . . and what is the secret? He has regard to the recompense of the reward. What a great example for all of us who sooner or later have this choice set before us: the world, with its glory and its pleasures, or the "reproach of Christ"! Moses has come to deliver his people. But his setback has also important instruction for us. However great our affections, we cannot follow Christ by our own natural impulsive energy (v. 12; cf. John 18:10).
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Exodus 2:15-25; Exodus 3:1-6

15Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock.17And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.18And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day?19And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock.20And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he may eat bread.21And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.22And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.23And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage.24And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.25And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.
1Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.2And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.3And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.4And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.5And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.6Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.


Moses has renounced his position and his wealth in order to visit his oppressed brethren. Unknown to them, and rejected, he flees into a foreign land. There, after having shown himself as one who delivers and quenches thirst (v. 17), he acquires a wife and becomes a shepherd. All these features make us think of Jesus, the Son of God, who laid aside His glory to come down to visit and save His people Israel. His own did not receive Him (John 1:11). He is now far away from the world, as the Great Shepherd of the sheep, and the Bridegroom of the Church which has been purchased through His grace and which now shares in His rejection.
Forty years have now passed in Moses' life. God is about to reveal Himself to him in a "great sight". For Hagar He chose a well, for Jacob a ladder, and for Moses the mysterious, burning bush. Can you say how and where you have met Him?
God wishes to show Moses His mercy towards His dear people. In the midst of the furnace of Egypt, Israel was like this bush, tested but not destroyed by the fire. It is the same now for the Lord's redeemed ones. The purpose of the fiery trial is only to destroy the unjudged evil which exists among them.
In Christ alone the divine fire which came upon Him in full measure found nothing to consume (Ps. 17:3).
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Exodus 3:7-22

7And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;8And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.9Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.10Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.11And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?12And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.13And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?14And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.15And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.16Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt:17And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.18And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.19And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand.20And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.21And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty:22But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.


During the long years of servitude in the "iron furnace" of Egypt (Deut. 4:20), God had not remained indifferent to the sufferings of His people. He remembered His promises to Abraham (Gen. 15:13-14), to Isaac (Gen. 26:3) and to Jacob (Gen. 46:4). The moment has come when He is going to make Himself known to His own through Moses, as the God of their fathers and at the same time as the God who thinks of them in love in order to deliver them. Is it not equally the case that He can be known by all those who groan under the load of their sins? The lost and miserable condition of His creatures has not left God unmoved, just as He saw the afflictions of Israel and heard their cries and their sighs. But He is not satisfied only to take cognizance of "their sorrows" (v. 7). He adds: "I am come down to deliver them".
God has come down to us in Jesus; it is through Him that we are delivered. Did He stop there? No, He further wished to make us His people, to establish us in a relationship with Himself, and to enrich us (v. 22). God reveals His Name to Moses. He is "I Am", the One who fills eternity with His presence. He exists, He is, all the rest follows from that. (Isa. 43:11, 13 and 25).
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Exodus 4:1-17

1And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.2And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.3And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.4And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:5That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.6And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.7And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.8And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.9And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.10And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.11And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?12Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.13And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.14And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.15And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.16And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.17And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.


At Pharaoh's court, Moses had been instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. But He had not learned to know the "I am". The years spent in the royal palace have not done more to make him an instrument suitable for the deliverance of the people. The murder of the Egyptian has indeed shown the contrary. After the forty years in the school of Pharaoh, another forty years are necessary in the school of God, right away in Midian. The result is that Moses no longer has anything to make him feel proud of himself. Formerly "mighty in words and in deeds" (Acts 7:22), he now declares that he has no eloquence and puts aside all his personal abilities. But if he has rightly ceased to have confidence in himself, he does not yet have full confidence in God. He has to learn that when the Lord calls a man to service, He gives at the same time all the resources necessary for the accomplishment of it.
The rod changing itself into a serpent shows that if God allows Satan to act for a moment, He stays over him to annul his power. At the cross, Christ has triumphed over the powers of evil (Col. 2:15). The hand put into the bosom (the heart: source of evil) which becomes leprous, then is made whole again, illustrates the power of God to take away the stain of sin.



April 1

Exodus 4:18-31

18And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.19And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead which sought thy life.20And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.21And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go.22And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:23And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.24And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him.25Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.26So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.27And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him.28And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the signs which he had commanded him.29And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel:30And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people.31And the people believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.



Moses had previously gone away without having been sent by God. Now that the LORD is sending him, he raises all possible objections to avoid the call: his inability (Ex. 3:11), his ignorance (Ex. 3:13), his lack of authority (v. 1), of eloquence (v. 10), the aptitude for his mission, with the desire that someone else should take it over (v. 13), the failure of his previous attempt (Ex. 5:23), or the lack of understanding shown by his brethren (Ex. 6:12). Do we not often advance such reasons ourselves for not obeying? Vv. 24-26 remind us that before setting out on public service it is first necessary for a servant of God to have put his own house in order. Up till now, probably under the influence of his wife, Moses had not circumcised his son, symbolic of the condemnation of the flesh. God required it, (Gen. 17:10), as all the more necessary and right in the house of His servant. And this is the question which must now be settled, under pain of death!
Vv. 27-28 give us an indication as to where brethren are called to meet one another: on the mount of God — and what is to be the subject of their conversation: the Word of the Lord and His marvellous acts.
At the commencement of the chapter Moses said, "But, behold, they will not believe me." Now, however, the LORD had prepared their hearts. The children of Israel do believe (v. 31; cf. 2 Chron. 29:36). Even before their deliverance, they bow their heads before Him.


April 2

Exodus 5:1-14

1And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.2And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.3And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword.4And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works? get you unto your burdens.5And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens.6And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, and their officers, saying,7Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw for themselves.8And the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God.9Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; and let them not regard vain words.10And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they spake to the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.11Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought of your work shall be diminished.12So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw.13And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw.14And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday and to day, as heretofore?


Egypt presents us with a convincing illustration of what the world is, in other words, human society organised without God. But, by the very act of refusing the authority of God, the world nevertheless gives itself a master: Satan, called the Prince of this world (John 16:11). He is a hard and remorseless master, of whom the cruel Pharaoh presents a striking image. And when a soul begins to be awakened in his conscience and sighs for deliverance (as Israel in this chapter), Satan makes every effort to hold him back and to tighten his grip by an additional work load (see v. 9). He distracts that person with a whirlwind of activity to drive away his inward thoughts and to prevent him finding time to occupy himself with the needs of his soul.
Yes, we too have known only too well what it is to groan under Satan's yoke, "servants of sin" (Rom. 6:17), "serving divers lusts and pleasures" (Titus 3:3), incapable of freeing ourselves by our own efforts. Is it possible that one of our readers finds himself in this horrible condition? The Word of God presents to him a deliverance already accomplished. Greater than Moses, Christ has not only preached it, but He Himself accomplished this redemption. He has snatched our souls from the frightful slavery of the Devil and sin.


April 3

Exodus 5:15-23; Exodus 6:1-8

15Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants?16There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people.17But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the LORD.18Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks.19And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your daily task.20And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh:21And they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; because ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us.22And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou hast sent me?23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.
1Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land.2And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD:3And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.4And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers.5And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant.6Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:7And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.8And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.


Pharaoh gives nothing; on the contrary he becomes more and more exacting. In vain they cry out to him (vv. 15-18). It is not only that Satan knows no pity, but he finds pleasure in the misery of his slaves. Ah! we have perhaps already had such an experience. Sin is a tyrant which never releases its hold. Hardly is one lust satisfied when another makes its appearance and has to be indulged in at once. Christ alone can absolutely and finally settle the heart. Sometimes God orders things by making a man wait for deliverance, while experiencing the weight of the enemy's yoke and the depths of his own miserable condition, in order that he may at last be ready to recognize that God alone can extricate him from it.
In responding to the discouragement of His servants (v. 23), God does not reproach them in any way. On the contrary, it is the opportunity for a new revelation of Himself. The LORD or "Jehovah" is the name which God takes in His relations with Israel. For the patriarchs it was the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth. Now, God's purpose in bringing about a new thing introduces a new name. The LORD, He is the One who never changes and is faithful to His covenant. For us, believers in the time of grace, He bears a name much more precious still, that of Father, which Jesus came to make known to us (John 17:26).


April 4

Exodus 6:9-30

9And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.10And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,11Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land.12And Moses spake before the LORD, saying, Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips?13And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt.14These be the heads of their fathers' houses: The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel; Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: these be the families of Reuben.15And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman: these are the families of Simeon.16And these are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari: and the years of the life of Levi were an hundred thirty and seven years.17The sons of Gershon; Libni, and Shimi, according to their families.18And the sons of Kohath; Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel: and the years of the life of Kohath were an hundred thirty and three years.19And the sons of Merari; Mahali and Mushi: these are the families of Levi according to their generations.20And Amram took him Jochebed his father's sister to wife; and she bare him Aaron and Moses: and the years of the life of Amram were an hundred and thirty and seven years.21And the sons of Izhar; Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri.22And the sons of Uzziel; Mishael, and Elzaphan, and Zithri.23And Aaron took him Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, sister of Naashon, to wife; and she bare him Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.24And the sons of Korah; Assir, and Elkanah, and Abiasaph: these are the families of the Korhites.25And Eleazar Aaron's son took him one of the daughters of Putiel to wife; and she bare him Phinehas: these are the heads of the fathers of the Levites according to their families.26These are that Aaron and Moses, to whom the LORD said, Bring out the children of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their armies.27These are they which spake to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring out the children of Israel from Egypt: these are that Moses and Aaron.28And it came to pass on the day when the LORD spake unto Moses in the land of Egypt,29That the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I am the LORD: speak thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say unto thee.30And Moses said before the LORD, Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me?


In the magnificent verses 6-8, God unfolded to Moses His whole plan of salvation, in consequence of the new name of the LORD which He had taken in relation to Israel. And this plan of salvation is once again absolutely assured by His signature: I am the LORD (v. 8). "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake" is the way God confirms this in Isaiah 43:25. It is very sad to note that Israel, "for anguish of spirit" (or as in the margin: impatience), does not listen. It is the first manifestation of unbelief in this people, followed, alas, as we shall see, by a long series of other similar lapses (Ps. 106:7).
On his side, Moses is again worried and discouraged. His faith is hardly equal to laying hold of the name and the promises of the LORD.
Then God turns His attention to His own. They are mixed up with the strangers, but His eye distinguishes them and He is pleased to recall their names. "The Lord knoweth them that are his" (2 Tim. 2:19). Let us also remember the verse which is so encouraging to believers of every age. "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry." (Ps. 34:15; 1 Peter 3:12).
We have here the names of several members of the family of Levi who, for good or evil, play an important part in the history of Israel: Korah and his sons, the four sons of Aaron, Phinehas . . . 


April 5

Exodus 7:1-13

1And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.2Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land.3And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt.4But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments.5And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them.6And Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded them, so did they.7And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh.8And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,9When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent.10And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent.11Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.12For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.13And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.


In Psalm 90 (a prayer of Moses, the man of God), Moses refers to the age of 80 as the limit of life for a strong man. Yet it is the very age at which he himself commenced his service (v. 7). When God calls a servant, He begins by putting aside his natural strength; then He provides new sources of strength which emanate from Himself
The LORD made His thoughts known in advance to Moses and Aaron. Those things which were known as plagues for the Egyptians (Ex. 9:14) were called "signs" in connection with the people of God (v. 3) and are designed for their moral instruction. It is thus that God instructs Christians on the meaning of the world, as to what it is, as to Satan and how he dupes his poor victims. His Word causes us to understand "the great judgments" which will fall on men who are found without repentance. It tells us also of the way in which He will bring His redeemed people out of this world to introduce them into the heavenly homeland (v. 4). Therefore, dear Christian friends, having been warned of all these things, what manner of people ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness! (2 Peter 3:11).
In the presence of Pharaoh and his servants Moses and Aaron put into effect the signs given to them in chapter 4. Speaking as they do of victory over Satan (the serpent) and over sin (leprosy) we can see in them a simple illustration of the gospel.


April 6

Exodus 7:14-25

14And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the people go.15Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto the water; and thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he come; and the rod which was turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand.16And thou shalt say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear.17Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood.18And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river shall stink; and the Egyptians shall lothe to drink of the water of the river.19And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone.20And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.21And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.22And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said.23And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set his heart to this also.24And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of the water of the river.25And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD had smitten the river.


If the Egyptians do not take notice of the first two signs, the LORD had said to Moses, then there will be a third and really solemn sign: that of water being changed into blood. Water speaks to us of that which is refreshing and gives life, while shed blood is death. The Word has been given to man to bring him life. But if he does not receive it and refuses to believe, the same Word will become for him judgment and death (read John 12:48). Today it proclaims grace, but also judgment for those who do not receive it. Everyone will come up against it in one way or another, either now in the present for life, or later on for death!
That which the LORD had spoken came to pass for the Egyptians. The Nile, the vital artery of their country, and of which they had made a god for themselves, now became an object of disgust and revulsion. Blood fills the river, the canals, the ponds, and even the mud banks. All the springs at which the world slakes its thirst are poisoned and deadly (v. 18). Let us avoid drinking from them! On this occasion also the magicians do the same with their enchantments. By the power of Satan they imitate that which brings death for the sole result of increasing the misery of the people. They would have done a lot better to have shown their skill by changing the blood into water. But that they were incapable of doing.


April 7

Exodus 8:1-19

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me.2And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs:3And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs:4And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants.5And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt.6And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt.7And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.8Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat the LORD, that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto the LORD.9And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses, that they may remain in the river only?10And he said, To morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God.11And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they shall remain in the river only.12And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried unto the LORD because of the frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh.13And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and the frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and out of the fields.14And they gathered them together upon heaps: and the land stank.15But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.16And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt.17And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.18And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast.19Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.


At the LORD'S command, Aaron stretches out his hand, and now it is frogs which come up and invade the land. Moses has ceased disputing God's orders. He now has full assurance in the One who has sent him, and he comes face to face with Pharaoh: "When shall I entreat the LORD?" (v. 9).
"Increase our faith" the disciples asked of the Lord (Luke 17:5). This should be our prayer.
After the frogs come the lice which fill Egypt. The magicians, who on the two previous occasions had imitated Aaron, this time find themselves frustrated. Their folly has become manifest. 2 Timothy 3:8 gives us their names: Jannes and Jambres. They represent nominal Christians, those who have the form of godliness without true faith. In order to be a Christian it is not enough to imitate those who are the true children of God. One can be present at meetings, read the Bible, do many good works . . . and not be a Christian at all. Nothing is easier than pretending to belong to the Lord, by deceiving others and perhaps even deceiving ourselves. Dear friend, do you possess true faith or only just the semblance of it? Your eternal destiny depends on the answer to that question.


April 8

Exodus 8:20-32

20And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me.21Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are.22And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth.23And I will put a division between my people and thy people: to morrow shall this sign be.24And the LORD did so; and there came a grievous swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of flies.25And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land.26And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us?27We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our God, as he shall command us.28And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: intreat for me.29And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and I will intreat the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, to morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.30And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the LORD.31And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; there remained not one.32And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the people go.


The fourth plague is that of the poisonous flies. Swarms of them penetrate the houses and ruin Egypt, with the exception of the land of Goshen. In the moral sphere these poisonous flies make us think of scandal-mongering, of jealousies and every source of irritation which intrudes into the family and social relations of the people of the world, but which should find no place in the homes of God's children.
Pharaoh is now ready to make certain concessions: "Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land!" (v. 25). But that was impossible. The LORD had commanded them to go a three days' journey into the wilderness (Ex. 3:18). Three days: that is the length of time Jesus remained in the grave, between His death on the cross and the morning of His resurrection. Now the Enemy would very much like to snatch away from us these truths which recall his defeat. By contrast, worship without the remembrance of the cross and resurrection do not worry him in the least. The world admires the life of Jesus and honours good people. It has its own religion, and will accept tolerantly that we have ours also. But the cross and the presence in heaven of a living Christ, which are the very basis of our worship, condemn the world and separate us from it absolutely (Gal. 6: 14).


April 9

Exodus 9:1-16

1Then the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me.2For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still,3Behold, the hand of the LORD is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very grievous murrain.4And the LORD shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt: and there shall nothing die of all that is the children's of Israel.5And the LORD appointed a set time, saying, To morrow the LORD shall do this thing in the land.6And the LORD did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one.7And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.8And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh.9And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt.10And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast.11And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians.12And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto Moses.13And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me.14For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth.15For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth.16And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.


A very grievous plague (murrain) now breaks out on the cattle. God spares the flocks in Israel from which it will be necessary to provide lambs for the Passover, and later for other sacrifices. Then boils break out on men and beasts. The king's heart remains hardened, although – note the expression – it was upon his heart that the LORD is sending all these plagues (v. 14). How can we explain this fury of Pharaoh against Israel? Satan knows that from this people one day must be born the Messiah, who, a greater than Moses, will come to deliver men from his yoke and will be his conqueror. So then he keeps Israel in bondage as long as possible. But this obstinacy only succeeds in demonstrating the power of God all the more, and in declaring His name throughout all the earth (v. 16 quoted in Rom. 9:17).
Brought face to face with the power of God, but also His mercy which has taken away successively the frogs, the lice and the poisonous flies . . . proud Pharaoh each time deliberately hardened his heart and refused to repent. How many people harden their heart in the presence of the greatest of all miracles of grace: the Son of God dying for the salvation of lost mankind!


April 10

Exodus 9:17-35

17As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let them go?18Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now.19Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die.20He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses:21And he that regarded not the word of the LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field.22And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.23And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.24So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.25And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field.26Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail.27And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.28Intreat the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer.29And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the LORD; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the LORD's.30But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the LORD God.31And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled.32But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown up.33And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the LORD: and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the earth.34And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.35And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses.


A seventh plague is announced: hail. For the first time we see the Egyptians fearing the word of the LORD and putting their flocks into shelter. The purpose of the catastrophes which God allows to happen is to remind men of His presence. We are so proud today of all the scientific progress through which man believes he is capable of controlling the forces of nature. But then, in order to remind them who is the Master of the world, God allows natural disasters, unforeseeable scourges: earthquakes, epidemics, invasions of insects . . . all of which show up man for the insignificant creature he is, and humble his pride. (Job 38:22-23). By every possible means He seeks to turn men's thoughts towards Himself. In fact, it is often by such calls to order that they are brought to reflect and concern themselves with their eternal destiny. How many souls in distress have found in Jesus a shelter, not only against the storms down here, but against eternal judgment!
God measures carefully the extent of the trial. It will not go further than He permits. The flax and the barley are smitten, not the wheat or the rye (vv. 31, 32). As to His well-beloved people, they enjoy His marvellous protection throughout the whole period of the storm (v. 26).


April 11

Exodus 10:1-11

1And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might shew these my signs before him:2And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD.3And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve me.4Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to morrow will I bring the locusts into thy coast:5And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field:6And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers have seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto this day. And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh.7And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?8And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them, Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that shall go?9And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD.10And he said unto them, Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; for evil is before you.11Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that ye did desire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence.


"I have sinned", Pharaoh admits (Ex. 9:27) — Is it a true repentance? No; as soon as the hail has ceased, he continues to sin (Ex. 9:34), and he deliberately hardens his heart. But from that time onwards it is the LORD who hardens his heart (v. 1). How very solemn! God speaks once, twice, (Job 33:14) and even more times. Then one day it is too late. Reader, how many times has God spoken to you?
Now we have the locusts which threaten the land of Egypt, already ruined; Joseph had saved the land: Pharaoh is ruining it. In the same way Satan leads the world on to its ultimate disaster.
Now a new suggestion is put to Moses: the adults alone shall go out to hold the feast. The little children will remain in the land. This is the way in which Satan strives to keep his hold on souls through natural affections and family ties. But read again the grand and impressive reply of Moses in v. 9. No member of the family of faith, however small he may be, is to remain in the power of the Enemy. Do not think, dear young friends, that Christianity is only the concern of your parents. The Christian house forms an entity, and that is why you are asked to follow its principles, to conform to its customs and to its abstentions, even if you have not yet fully understood personally why they are good and necessary.


April 12

Exodus 10:12-23

12And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left.13And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts.14And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be such.15For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left: and there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all the land of Egypt.16Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you.17Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and intreat the LORD your God, that he may take away from me this death only.18And he went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the LORD.19And the LORD turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the Red sea; there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt.20But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go.21And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt.22And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days:23They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.


All that had been left untouched is now destroyed by the locusts. A terrible scourge! "I have sinned" Pharaoh repeats in obviously bad faith, with the sole object of being freed from the locusts. But a man cannot mock God. He has allowed the moment of forgiveness to slip by (Jer. 46:17) and the LORD hardens his heart afresh. Then comes the darkness, three whole days of thick darkness! It was a sign of striking significance for the Egyptians. The sun, source of light, of heat, of life, which they worshipped as a god (Ra), is seen to be powerless before the Creator of the universe. But in all the houses of the children of Israel there was light. "That whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness" declares the Lord Jesus (John 12:46). And again, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." (John 8:12). In the midst of a world filled with the dark shadows of sin, the believer can still realise the presence of the light: Christ making His abode with him (John 14:23). It follows that for him everything is plain: the state of the world, its future, the condition of his own heart. He knows where he can safely tread. What he does can be seen by all (Luke 11:36).


April 13

Exodus 10:24-29; Exodus 11:1-10

24And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you.25And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the LORD our God.26Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we know not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither.27But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go.28And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die.29And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more.
1And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether.2Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.3And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people.4And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt:5And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts.6And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more.7But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.8And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger.9And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.10And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land.


Nine plagues have followed one after another in the land of Egypt. There remains yet a tenth, more terrible than all the former ones, the significance of which we shall see. But it is preceded by a final proposition made by Pharaoh: "Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed" (v. 24). It was to prevent the people subsequently offering their sacrifices and gifts. We see well enough in this the efforts of Satan to rob us of the One who was the perfect Sacrifice. He does everything to take from us our enjoyment of Christ, in particular when we come together in worship to present Him to the Father. Alas, he often succeeds only too well in this. The result is then loss for us, but above all God is robbed of the precious offering which He expects from His redeemed children. And in a more general way, Moses' reply reminds us that God has rights not only over us ourselves, but over all that we possess.
Moses, at this point, is seized with burning anger (v. 8). We shall see that on several occasions this man of God was subject to anger, yet he was the one who was "very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth." (Num. 12:3: see Ex. 16:20; Ex. 32:19; Lev. 10:16; Num. 16:15; Num. 31:14). But it is a question of the glory of God, and the good of His people. Does our anger always have such a righteous cause?


April 14

Exodus 12:1-16

1And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,2This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.3Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:4And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:6And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.7And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.8And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.9Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof.10And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.11And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's passover.12For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.13And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.14And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.15Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.16And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you.


We come now to the account of the Passover in one of the most important chapters in the whole of the Old Testament. The promised redemption is now to be accomplished, while at the same time the most terrible of judgments will fall upon Egypt. Sin deserves death and all have sinned, the Israelites as well as the Egyptians. But for those who belong to the people of God, a lamb is to die in their stead. A clear and moving picture of Jesus, "a lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world" and put to death at the moment appointed by God (1 Peter 1:19). We appropriate this sacrifice to ourselves; that is what eating the Passover signifies. Christ has gone through the fire of divine judgment: the lamb was roast with fire. And we think of His sorrows with the painful knowledge that it is our sin that has taken Him there. That is what corresponds to the bitter herbs. The lamb was eaten by the whole family – the parents with the children; every one in the household had his part. Dear reader, have you too personally "eaten the passover"? Have you in faith appropriated to yourself the atoning death of the Lord Jesus? It is a date never to be forgotten, the day of our conversion: the stepping off point for the true life, the new birth of the child of God (v. 2).


April 15

Exodus 12:17-27

17And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever.18In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even.19Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land.20Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.21Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.22And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning.23For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.24And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever.25And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service.26And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?27That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD's passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped.


Leaven, a type of evil, had to be removed with the utmost care (cf. 1 Cor. 5:7-8). We cannot lay hold of the work of Christ, and fully enjoy it, as long as we have not confessed and forsaken every sin of which we are conscious.
There remained one thing for the Israelite to do, commanded by the LORD through Moses in v. 7: he had to dip a bunch of hyssop in the blood of the lamb and sprinkle it on the framework of the door of his house. In doing that, the head of the house had to believe two things: firstly that the LORD was going to strike in judgment; secondly that the blood would have the power to protect him and his family.
We can ask, as the children in the Jewish families did: "What does this service mean for us?" (v. 26). Is it not a picture of the precious blood of Christ, putting us under shelter from judgment? "When I see the blood" the LORD had declared (v. 13), although the Israelites, from within, could not see it. Our salvation does not depend on the way we appreciate the work of Christ, or the intensity of our feelings on this subject. No, it depends on the way in which God sees it, and for Him the blood has full and complete efficacy to take away sin. So let us rest with confidence on the perfect work accomplished by Jesus and accepted by God (1 John 1:7).


April 16

Exodus 12:28-39

28And the children of Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.29And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharoah that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle.30And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.31And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.32Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.33And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men.34And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders.35And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:36And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.37And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children.38And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle.39And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual.


While in each of their houses the Israelites are eating the passover under the protection of the blood of the lamb, outside in the night there reigns a scene of terror and desolation. The destroying angel passes through, striking the firstborn, and a great despairing cry fills all Egypt. It is the tenth and last plague, picture of a judgment infinitely more solemn, that which Scripture calls the second death, appointed for those who will not have put themselves under the shelter of the Lamb of God.
No difference between the captive in the prison and Pharaoh himself (v. 29). And there will be no difference either when all the dead, "both small and great", will stand before the great white throne of Revelation 20.
For the children of Israel it is now the time of their departure. They have eaten the passover in haste, with their loins girded, their shoes on their feet, their staff in hand (v. 11), thus showing that they are a separated people, strangers, ready to leave. Are not we also? Others should see by our zeal for God, our detachment from things down here, our sober way of life, in short, by our whole behaviour, that being purchased by the blood of the Lamb, we are ready from one moment to the next to set off for our eternal home.


April 17

Exodus 12:40-51; Exodus 13:1-10

40Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years.41And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.42It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children of Israel in their generations.43And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof:44But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof.45A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof.46In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.47All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.48And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof.49One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you.50Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.51And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies.
1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.3And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten.4This day came ye out in the month Abib.5And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this month.6Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD.7Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quarters.8And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that which the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt.9And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the LORD's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt.10Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year.


God makes everything begin from the day of redemption (Ex. 12:2; 1 Kings 6:1). He institutes the passover as a perpetual statute. The thought of the Enemy with regard to the Lamb is "that his name be no more remembered" (Jer. 11:19). But God, for whom the work of His Son has such great worth, takes care to see that the memory of it is perpetuated. "It is a night to be much observed" He proclaims (v. 42), and further on "remember this day" (v. 3). In the institution of the memorial Supper in the place of the passover, the Lord Jesus asked His own to do this in remembrance of Himself (1 Cor. 11: 24, 25). Have you responded to this desire of the Lord?
In ch. 13 the LORD declares His rights over the soul He has just redeemed (ch. 12). Some believers, in particular the children of Christian parents, are satisfied that they are saved and take no account of the consecration which should then follow. But the same voice which says: "When I see the blood I will pass over" (Ex. 12:13), now demands: "Sanctify unto me all the firstborn . . . it is mine" (v. 2). With the feast of the passover was also closely associated the feast of unleavened bread. We learn from this that being put under the shelter of the blood and the need for a holy life are two inseparable truths for the children of God (read also Titus 2:14).


April 18

Exodus 13:11-22

11And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee,12That thou shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the LORD's.13And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem.14And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, from the house of bondage:15And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem.16And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt.17And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt:18But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt.19And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you.20And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness.21And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night:22He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.


"Thou shalt show thy son", was enjoined on them in v. 8. But in v. 14 it is foreseen that it will be the children who will ask their fathers. It is a happy situation when the children, seeing their parents behaving differently from the world, put these questions to them. May they never hesitate to do so!
V. 19 is the fulfilment of their obligation towards Joseph (Gen. 50:25). The bones of the patriarch are to accompany the people of God on their pilgrimage. A picture of Christ in the power of His death, taken with us while passing through the desert of this world! (2 Cor. 4:10).
The children of Israel set out on their way. God later recalls the day that He took them by the hand "to bring them out of the land of Egypt" (Jer. 31:32). They will have a long roundabout way to go (vv. 17, 18) so that they may have time to learn the important lessons which the LORD wishes to teach them, as well as us. But God has not only mapped out an itinerary for His people. He wishes His presence to accompany them in the form of the pillar of cloud by day, and of fire by night. What grace! At one and the same time He is there to guide them step by step and to protect them. Just so has Jesus made this promise to His own: "I am with you alway" (Matt. 28:20).


April 19

Exodus 14:1-14

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baal-zephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea.3For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in.4And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so.5And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?6And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him:7And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them.8And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand.9But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon.10And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD.11And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?12Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.13And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.14The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.


Israel really thought they had finished with their enemies, the Egyptians. Yet here they are, carried along by mistaken zeal, rallying and setting off in pursuit against the people. The Israelites seem to be caught in a trap. In front: the Red Sea; behind: Pharaoh, his chariots, his captains. Oh! what a shock, what cries of distress! But the people have to learn that there is no such thing as a difficulty which is too great for the LORD. On the contrary, the greater the test, the more God has opportunity to demonstrate His wonderful power.
What a lesson for us! When a difficulty arises, a trial which appears to have no outcome, how do we react? Too often it is by getting worried or agitated. But what does Moses say to Israel? He begins by reassuring them: "Fear ye not . . ."; then he proclaims how they will be delivered: "The LORD shall fight for you . . ." Finally he gives them instructions which are easy to follow — but which we sometimes find very difficult — "stand still . . . hold your peace" (vv. 13, 14). To hold our peace means to do nothing and at the same time to keep our mind from being agitated in any way. This battle was not to involve the people; it was between the LORD and the Egyptians. He who had kept His people sheltered from the destroying angel, was He not the more able to deliver them from the hands of men?


April 20

Exodus 14:15-31

15And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:16But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.17And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.19And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:20And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night.21And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.22And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.23And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.24And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,25And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians.26And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.27And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.28And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.29But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.31And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.


The people have concluded that they are unable to deliver themselves. Their position is desperate . . . now God can act. He says: "They are to go forward!" How, when the sea is in front of them can the LORD say: "Go forward"? But faith is obedient, and counts on God.
The angel of God comes with the pillar of cloud to place himself between the camp of Israel and that of the Egyptians. Now, what are the people afraid of? Remember that God will always interpose Himself as a screen between us and our difficulties. By day, by night, His care is operating to shield us from dangers which we often know nothing about – and that is true deliverance! Again, we find the phases of it in three verses of Psalm 136: "He divided the Red Sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever: and made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever: but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea: for his mercy endureth for ever (vv. 13-15)." Not only is death without power over believers, but it has become their ally, their armour and their fortress. By his death, Christ has destroyed "him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and delivered them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." (Heb. 2:14-15).
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Exodus 15:1-16

1Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.2The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.3The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name.4Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea.5The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone.6Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.7And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.8And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea.9The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.10Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters.11Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?12Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them.13Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.14The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina.15Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away.16Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, O LORD, till the people pass over, which thou hast purchased.


What is the connection between this passage about the Red Sea, and the history of the redeemed of the Lord Jesus? It clearly refers to the work of Christ and our deliverance. While the Passover presents the aspect of deliverance from the judgment of God, and God against sin, the Red Sea illustrates salvation from the power of Satan and God for the sinner. Death is vanquished; the people of God from henceforth are taken out from this "present evil world", raised with Christ on the other side of death. Christ is not only the One who saves, but He who leads the praises in the midst of the Church (Ps. 22:22; Heb. 2:12) "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song . . ." (v. 1). It is the first song in the Scriptures. How could the people ever have sung under the burdens of the Egyptians? (cf. Ps. 137:4). But now joy fills the hearts of all the redeemed. Under the leadership of Christ, the true Moses, they have the privilege of praising Him who has delivered them from the mighty floods of death and from the power of the adversary. Throughout all the history of Israel – and for us through all eternity – there will be honour given to Him who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep, and who made "the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over" (Isa. 51:10).


April 22

Exodus 15:17-27

17Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.18The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.19For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; but the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.20And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.21And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.22So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water.23And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah.24And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?25And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them,26And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.27And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters.


Up to v. 16, the song of the children of Israel celebrates what the LORD has just done for His people. Vv. 17 and 18 proclaim what He will do in the future. The fruits of victory are seen by faith. God has prepared for Himself: 
1. an inheritance, 
2. a habitation, 
3. a sanctuary, 
4. a kingdom. 
In his first epistle, Peter shows us the new shape of things these blessings take under the Christian dispensation (Read 1 Peter 1:4; 1 Peter 2:5, 9).
The people are now ransomed, on the way towards the promised land. In the same way, our Christian course begins with conversion and its end is the glory. But between the two, on the road, are the experiences of the wilderness. The first of these great lessons is Marah. Like these bitter waters the Lord allows us to meet with on our way painful and disappointing circumstances. But as soon as we understand that these vexations are permitted for our good, as soon as we import into them the power of the cross of Christ, then, without any change in these circumstances, they cease to have a bitter taste and we even find joy in them and consolation (read Rom. 5:3 . . .; 2 Corinthians 12:9). We are then in a position to appreciate Elim, this place of refreshment and rest, picture of the gathering together of believers where God has commanded the blessing (Ps. 133:3).
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Exodus 16:1-12

1And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.2And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness:3And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.4Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.5And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.6And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of Egypt:7And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us?8And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.9And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he hath heard your murmurings.10And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.11And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,12I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God.


Murmurings before the Red Sea (Ex. 14: 11, 12), at Marah (Ex. 15:24), again in the desert of Sin (Ex. 16:2), soon after at Rephidim (Ex. 17:3)! Alas, it is indeed a faithful mirror of our own hearts, so ready to forget "the mercy of God which endureth for ever". A few days earlier, this people were singing with all their hearts the song of deliverance. Now they are murmuring against Moses and against Aaron. In reality their complaints are raised against God (v. 8). Dear believers in the Lord, let us remember that if we are discontented with others or the circumstances in which we find ourselves it is in reality God with whom we are not satisfied.
And as to worrying about things we need for this life — is it not an affront to the One who has said: "Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink . . . sufficient unto the day" (Matt. 6:25, 34; see also Ps. 23:1)? He Himself has known what it was to be in the desert and hunger there. But in complete submission, He rejected the wiles of the tempter. He waited on God, with fullest confidence, for the answer to His needs.
What patience on the LORD'S part! Instead of chastising the people, He begins by showing them His glory (vv. 7, 10) and undertakes to satisfy their hunger.


April 24

Exodus 16:13-31

13And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host.14And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.15And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.16This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents.17And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less.18And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating.19And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning.20Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them.21And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted.22And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one man: and all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.23And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.24And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein.25And Moses said, Eat that to day; for to day is a sabbath unto the LORD: to day ye shall not find it in the field.26Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none.27And it came to pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none.28And the LORD said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws?29See, for that the LORD hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.30So the people rested on the seventh day.31And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.


"Our fathers did eat manna in the desert . . ." the multitude reminded the Lord Jesus. But He replies to them that He Himself is the "true bread . . . which cometh down from heaven" (John 6:31-33). Christ is the believer's food; He gives eternal life, and He feeds it. In this connection our chapter provides us with several practical instructions of the greatest importance: 
1. The amount of manna collected depended on their appetite (v. 18). We enjoy Christ only to the extent that we desire Him. And we can never desire Him too much! (Ps. 81:10). 
2. The manna meets the needs of today alone, not those of tomorrow. It is moment by moment that Christ must be my sustenance, my strength. If, for instance, I have special need of patience today, I shall find it by meditating on the perfect patience of Jesus. 
3. Finally, the children of Israel had to gather their portion of manna each morning before it melted in the heat of the day. 
Let us nourish ourselves with the Word of the Lord early in the morning, before the busy occupations of the day can come in to take away the chance of doing it. We do not let a day pass without taking food for our body. Let us never deprive our soul of the only food which can make it living and prosperous: Jesus, the Bread of life.


April 25

Exodus 16:32-36; Exodus 17:1-7

32And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt.33And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations.34As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept.35And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan.36Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah.
1And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink.2Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD?3And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?4And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me.5And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.6Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.7And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?


"Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna therein . . ." (v. 33). It was God's part. "The hidden manna, Christ come down from heaven to become man, then raised and exalted to heaven with a glorified body, this belonged to the delights of God" (HR) – delights which He shares with the overcomers (Rev. 2:17).
After hunger, it is thirst which is the occasion for the grumbling of this sorry people. Well then? The grace of God makes use of it once more to reveal to us a precious mystery, the explanation of which is found in 1 Corinthians 10:4: "they drank of that spiritual Rock which followed them: and that Rock was Christ" (cf. John 7:37-39). But in order to give out the water (the life of the Spirit) it was necessary for the rock to be smitten, just as Christ was smitten on the cross by the hand of God Himself. Nevertheless, let us notice: it is the sin of the people, their murmurings and rebellion, which necessitated the smiting of the rock. "For the transgressions of my people was he stricken", said the prophet (Isa. 53:8). And so, while the manna is a picture of Christ come down from heaven, the smitten rock speaks to us of Christ crucified, and the living water represents the Holy Spirit, the power of the new life which the once dead but now living Saviour gives to all those who believe in Him.
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Exodus 17:8-16

8Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.9And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.10So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.11And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.12But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.13And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.14And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.15And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah-nissi:16For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.


With their hunger satisfied and their thirst quenched, here are the people prepared by the LORD for a new experience, that of a fight with Amalek. It is after they have been strengthened "in the Lord and the power of his might" that believers are able to face up to their enemies (Eph. 6:10-13). At the Red Sea, the LORD fought for His own and they were to "hold their peace" (Ex. 14:14). The cross was the Lord's fight alone. We could do nothing for our salvation. But after conversion, at once the struggles commenced (Gal. 5:17). Like a mighty army, all our old faults came back to harass us, to war against us (1 Peter 2:11). Can we no longer count on the Lord for everything? Indeed we can! On the cross He fought for us, He took our place: now He fights with us – He is the true Joshua. Yet it is up on the mountain that the victory is decided. Christ, in the character of the true Moses and the true Aaron, is henceforth in Heaven, interceding for His own. And His hands are never weary (Rom. 8:34, 37; Heb. 7:25). The result of the battle does not depend on the strength of the combatants, but on their faith and the prayers of the Lord Jesus.
In this story, Joshua teaches us how to fight and Moses teaches us how to pray. (Ps. 144:1-2).
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Exodus 18:1-12

1When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt;2Then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her back,3And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, I have been an alien in a strange land:4And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh:5And Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God:6And he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her.7And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and they asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent.8And Moses told his father in law all that the LORD had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the way, and how the LORD delivered them.9And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians.10And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians.11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.12And Jethro, Moses' father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses' father in law before God.


Here we meet Jethro again, the father-in-law of Moses. He personifies the nations of the earth who, in a time to come, will rejoice with the people of Israel in the deliverance of the latter, and will give glory to God. We notice at the same time that Zipporah and her sons, personifying the Church as we have seen earlier in Exodus 2, have had no part in Israel's trials, nor in her deliverance. The Church will have been raptured from the earth when the great tribulation takes place, and the subsequent restoration of the Jewish people.
Gershom reminds us, by the meaning of his name, that Christ, just as Moses, has been a stranger on the earth where He came to dwell, and the Church is also a stranger down here. But in this difficult situation, the help of God is assured to him. That is what the name Eliezer signifies. In v. 8, Moses bears witness to all that God has done for His own. A good example to us, is it not? Do not let us shrink from telling others, beginning with the members of our own family who may not know, how we have been saved. The result of this witness is apparent in v. 11: Jethro recognizes the greatness of the LORD, gives Him glory, offers sacrifices and finally eats with, or in other words, has communion with the ransomed people in the presence of God.
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Exodus 18:13-27

13And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening.14And when Moses' father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even?15And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to inquire of God:16When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws.17And Moses' father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not good.18Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone.19Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to Godward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto God:20And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.21Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:22And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee.23If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace.24So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had said.25And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.26And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves.27And Moses let his father in law depart; and he went his way into his own land.


Jethro urges Moses to delegate to others a part of his service. This is advice which has the appearance of wisdom, but which is unaware of the power of the Spirit of God! It is one of the principles which are held to be basic to the institution of the clergy. Men are picked out, and invested with authority by others, according to a hierarchy which sets up intermediaries between God and simple believers. But the Word of God recognises in the Church only one Head, who is fully able to deal with all that concerns His own (Eph. 4:5). And Jesus does not only concern Himself with the "great matters", the "difficult matters". Nothing which is of interest to us is too small or insignificant for Him. May we never be afraid to address ourselves directly to Him (read 1 Peter 5:7).
In its prophetic aspect, this chapter shows us that Christ will not exercise alone the administration of the kingdom (Matt. 19:28). When He comes in the midst of the myriads of saints, government will be established with various responsibilities, fully to the glory of God.
While the people of God pursue their pathway through the desert, Jethro turns back to his own land (v. 27). The life of faith, the role of pilgrim and stranger, has no attraction for him. Alas, how many Christians resemble him!


April 29

Exodus 19:1-15

1In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai.2For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount.3And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;4Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.5Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:6And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.7And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the LORD commanded him.8And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.9And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD.10And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes,11And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.12And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:13There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.14And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes.15And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.


After the wilderness of Shur (Ex. 15:22), and that of Sin (Ex. 16:1), the people come to the wilderness of Sinai. Born on eagles' wings (symbol of power; v. 4), they now arrive at the place where the LORD is going to unfold His revelations and teach them the way in which He wishes them to serve Him (Ex. 10:26). In Egypt, we have already seen, no worship was possible. By contrast, as soon as redemption has been accomplished, as soon as God has separated His own, He expects from them the service of praise. "Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation" He declares in v. 6, "that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light", as it is completed in 1 Peter 2:9.
Our chapter thus commences a new section of the book. Up to this point we have been considering what the LORD has in grace done for His people. Beginning from now, we shall find what He expects from His people in return. God always starts by giving, before requiring. Alas! these poor people do not know themselves, in spite of Marah and Meribah. They respond by making a foolish promise which God had not asked of them. "All that the LORD hath spoken we will do" (v. 8). It will not take long to show how they hold to this commitment.


April 30

Exodus 19:16-25

16And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled.17And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount.18And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.19And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.20And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the LORD called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.21And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through unto the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.22And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them.23And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.24And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them.25So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.


When a small child maintains that he is able to do something impossible: for example, to lift a hundredweight sack, what does his father say to him? "Try!" It is only when the child has proved for himself, by his failure, that his father is right, that he is ready to trust his father to do the necessary thing in his place. That is the lesson which Israel will have to learn at mount Sinai. Do the people think they can do all that the LORD requires? So be it, they must be made to understand what His holy requirements are.
Hebrews 12 alludes to this scene (Heb. 12:18-29), in setting out the contrast between "the mount that might be touched" and that of Zion, in other words grace, by which we are invited to come near. It is no longer Moses who is mediating for us on the mountain, but Jesus who is for us in heaven. "Wherefore", concludes the writer of the epistle, "let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear." This fear of displeasing the Lord does not arise for us from rigid commandments, nor from rash commitments we may have made, nor as here from a solemn display of God's power. It is the response of our hearts to His immeasurable grace toward us (Ps. 130:4).



May 1

Exodus 20:1-17

1And God spake all these words, saying,2I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.3Thou shalt have no other gods before me.4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;6And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.7Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.8Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.9Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:10But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.12Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.13Thou shalt not kill.14Thou shalt not commit adultery.15Thou shalt not steal.16Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.17Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.


Here now is the law which the LORD gave to His people. It throws into relief the wickedness of man, disposed to commit every act which is here forbidden. That such commandments should be necessary only goes to prove the perversity of his nature (read 1 Tim. 1:9 . . .). The first four commandments concern the relationship of man with God: God who is One alone, who is Spirit, who is holy, but also full of goodness, and who has prepared a rest for His own. Honour is first due to God, but after that, in accordance with the fifth commandment, it is due to parents. Then we have four commandments which deal with relationships with our neighbours in our social life. Finally, the last concerns ourselves individually, since it plumbs the depths of our hearts to uncover there our most intimate desires, about which we do not speak to anyone. In short, the essence of the law is love. "He that loveth another hath fulfilled the law" – so Paul writes to the Romans – for what it says: thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not covet, and every other commandment whatever it be, is summed up in this word: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" (Rom. 13:8-9; cf. Matt. 22:34-40).


May 2

Exodus 20:18-26; Exodus 21:1-6

18And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.19And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.20And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.21And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was.22And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven.23Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold.24An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.25And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.26Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.
1Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them.2If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing.3If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his wife shall go out with him.4If his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself.5And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free:6Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.


This scene (vv. 18-21) is recalled in Hebrews 12:19 to show the difference in the position of the believer under grace. For him, it is no longer commanded to do this or the other, but to believe in Jesus, who has done everything. The end of the chapter, moreover, does not show us man in the role of someone who has done good works, but in the position of a worshipper. It is clear that Sinai is not the place where God and the sinner can meet (v. 24). V. 25 teaches us that works and ordinances of man have no place in the worship suitable to God. Finally, according to v. 26, no one must elevate himself above his brethren: the flesh would be visible, to his shame.
In the picture of the Hebrew servant (vv. 1-6), we recognize the Lord Jesus (cf. Zech. 13:5-6). The obedient Man, who is the only One to have kept the law, this perfect Servant could have gone out free, to ascend again to heaven without passing through death. But He would have been there alone. In His infinite love, Christ wished to have the companionship of a Bride. So then He paid the price which was necessary. His blood which was shed, His wounds, are the tokens demonstrating throughout eternity the voluntary humiliation of the One who took "the form of a servant" (Phil. 2:7) and who, even in agony will be pleased to serve His own (Luke 12:37).


May 3

Exodus 21:7-36

7And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the menservants do.8If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall he let her be redeemed: to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her.9And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal with her after the manner of daughters.10If he take him another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish.11And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money.12He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.13And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither he shall flee.14But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die.15And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death.16And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death.17And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death.18And if men strive together, and one smite another with a stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but keepeth his bed:19If he rise again, and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall he that smote him be quit: only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly healed.20And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and he die under his hand; he shall be surely punished.21Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or two, he shall not be punished: for he is his money.22If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.23And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life,24Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,25Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.26And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his maid, that it perish; he shall let him go free for his eye's sake.27And if he smite out his manservant's tooth, or his maidservant's tooth; he shall let him go free for his tooth's sake.28If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit.29But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death.30If there be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid upon him.31Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter, according to this judgment shall it be done unto him.32If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.33And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, and not cover it, and an ox or an ass fall therein;34The owner of the pit shall make it good, and give money unto the owner of them; and the dead beast shall be his.35And if one man's ox hurt another's, that he die; then they shall sell the live ox, and divide the money of it; and the dead ox also they shall divide.36Or if it be known that the ox hath used to push in time past, and his owner hath not kept him in; he shall surely pay ox for ox; and the dead shall be his own.


If we compare these verses with Matthew 5:17 onwards, we will understand that the faithful Servant of the LORD came not only to fulfil the law, but also to introduce that which is to surpass it. While the law ordained "Thou shalt not kill", Jesus declares that if someone only says "Thou fool" to his brother, he already deserves hell fire! For the Lord would have us to understand more fully each day the extent of the evil in our heart. And He would have us know His own heart which has gone out infinitely further than the law demanded, and which said, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy" (Matt. 5:43-44; see Rom. 5:7-8, 10; cf. also Ex. 22:1 . . . with Ps. 69:4). Where should we be if the inflexible law: "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth" were to be applied to us? God would have had to sweep away from the earth the whole of humanity, guilty as it was of crucifying His Son. But instead of that, even at the cross, Jesus puts into practice perfectly that which He teaches in these verses: "Father, forgive them", He says, "for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). And v. 32 fixes the price of a slave – the same price at which the Son of God was valued (Matt. 26:15).


May 4

Exodus 22:21-31; Exodus 23:1-5

21Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.22Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child.23If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry;24And my wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and your children fatherless.25If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.26If thou at all take thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth down:27For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious.28Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people.29Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me.30Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, and with thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day thou shalt give it me.31And ye shall be holy men unto me: neither shall ye eat any flesh that is torn of beasts in the field; ye shall cast it to the dogs.
1Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.2Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment:3Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause.4If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again.5If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him.


The ordinances completing the law follow from ch. 21 to the end of ch. 23. The LORD in His perfect wisdom foresees everything that can arise and enters into the most ordinary of circumstances in the life of His own children: the pledge of a poor man, the encounter with a strayed ox . . . We see Him undertaking the defence of the weak, putting them under His protection.
For us who are Christians, side by side with the fundamental truths concerning our Saviour and our salvation, we have also in the inexhaustible Word of God instructions for our day-to-day life. But in marked contrast with the children of Israel, the Holy Spirit has been given us. He dwells in the believer, and causes him to know the will of God rightly in all the practical details of his daily life. He opens his understanding, shows him what he should do and what he should refrain from doing. The Bible then is quite a different thing from a set of rules, a long list of "do's" and "don'ts". It reveals a God of love, a Father, whose character we are invited to reproduce. "I am merciful", He says of Himself at the end of v. 27. "Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful", that is what the Lord Jesus would teach us (Luke 6:36).


May 5

Exodus 23:6-19

6Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his cause.7Keep thee far from a false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I will not justify the wicked.8And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous.9Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.10And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits thereof:11But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy people may eat: and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.12Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.13And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no mention of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth.14Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year.15Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:)16And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.17Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD.18Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread; neither shall the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning.19The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk.


"The innocent and the righteous slay thou not", the LORD is obliged to say to His people. An injunction which, alas, proved to be only too well justified, since the "Holy One and the Just" was put to death (Acts 3:14-15). The stranger, too, is the subject of commandments. He was not to be oppressed nor ill-treated (v. 9; 22:21; see Jer. 22:3). Leviticus 19:34 goes very much further: we should love him as ourselves. In the New Testament the Lord Jesus declares that taking care of the stranger who belongs to Him is equivalent to welcoming Himself (read Matt. 25:35). Moreover, was He not Himself the heavenly Stranger come down to visit men? How His heart, so infinitely tender, was wounded by the ingratitude of those in the midst of whom He had come in love! Yes, we are invited to understand "the heart of the stranger" (v. 9), the heart of the Saviour.
Remember, too, that you were once strangers yourselves, adds the LORD. To put ourselves in another's place – that is the secret of love!
In vv. 10-13 God shows us the care He takes over the whole of His creation: the animals, the plants and the earth itself. Let us also learn to respect all that belongs to our heavenly Father.
Finally, in connection with worship, let us underline the end of v. 15: "none shall appear before me empty" (Deut. 26:2).


May 6

Exodus 23:20-33

20Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared.21Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him.22But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries.23For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off.24Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images.25And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee.26There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil.27I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee.28And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee.29I will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee.30By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land.31And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee.32Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.33They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee.


The LORD does not only give commandments to Israel. He encircles them with His tender care. He provides a leader for them: His Angel, who was to go before them to lead them and at the same time direct them in their battles. Moreover, from this time on, He gives them instructions as to the end of their pilgrim journey. Wide limits had been traced out before this for the lands they are to inherit (v. 31).
In the same way, God has in our day made provision for the path of His Christian people on this earth, by giving then a companion on the way, the Holy Spirit. The exhortation to Israel in v. 21 "Beware of him, and obey his voice . . . for my name is in him" can perhaps be linked with the exhortation in the New Testament not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God (Eph. 4:30). Similarly, in His grace, God would have it that His own should have knowledge of where their course leads: the beautiful heritage which He has prepared for them with Jesus in heaven.
However, among all the careful purposes of God, there is one thing which we are perhaps loth to understand and accept, in particular, His great concern that His people remain completely separate from the nations surrounding them. But it is not to deprive them of any good thing that God insists on this separation for them. On the contrary, it is in consequence of His love, in order to preserve them from what would certainly be a snare (v. 33).


May 7

Exodus 24:1-18

1And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off.2And Moses alone shall come near the LORD: but they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him.3And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said will we do.4And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel.5And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD.6And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.7And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.8And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.9Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel:10And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.11And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink.12And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them.13And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God.14And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them.15And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount.16And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.17And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel.18And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.


The first covenant is instituted with all due solemnity. It is sealed with blood (read Heb. 9:18 . . .). Then the LORD shows some of the rays of His glory to the elders of Israel. They see "under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in its clearness". (v. 10; cf. Ezek. 1:26). Under His feet . . .: we think of the glorious pathway of the Son of God, as the gospels present it to us, a pathway "like the heaven in its clearness (purity)". Christ not only "came down from heaven" and "ascended up into heaven", but there is a sense in which He never ceased to be the "Son of Man which is in heaven" (John 3:13). It is in the walk of Christ down here that the glory of God can be admired in all its moral perfections (Ps. 68:24). "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father" said Jesus to His disciples (John 14:9). V. 11 is the foreshadowing of the holy liberty and of the communion which the redeemed of the Lord Jesus now enjoy. On the basis of the finished work of Christ and His presence at the right hand of God, they are in one sense "at home" in the glory.
We are reminded too of Moses on another mountain: the mount of transfiguration, where he was the witness with Elijah and the three disciples of the glory of the Lord Jesus (Luke 9: 28-36).


May 8

Exodus 25:1-22

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.3And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass,4And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair,5And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood,6Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense,7Onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate.8And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.9According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.10And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof.11And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.12And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it.13And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold.14And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them.15The staves shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be taken from it.16And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which I shall give thee.17And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof.18And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy seat.19And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof.20And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be.21And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee.22And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.


In this chapter we have the commencement of the instructions as to worship. The Tabernacle, "example and shadow of heavenly things" (Heb. 8:5) now presents to us in all its details, as a series of different types, the conditions in which 
(1) the Holy God can dwell in the midst of His own 
(2) we who are sinners can approach this God who is so holy. 
These matters concern basic truths of our salvation and of their place in the divine order.
When we wish to describe a house, we do not begin with the furniture. Here, on the contrary, the ark takes the first place because it represents Christ, the centre of all God's counsels. It was made of shittim wood or acacia (a tree found in areas of arid soil), incorruptible, and a type of Christ's humanity: (Isa. 53:2), covered over with gold, the emblem of His deity. The mercy seat, made of pure gold, which served as a cover for the ark, speaks of a God showing favour, propitiated by the blood which has been applied there (read Rom. 3:25) and which makes it possible for God to meet the sinner there (v. 22). As to the "cherubim of glory", whose faces were turned towards the mercy seat (Heb. 9:5), they tell us that there are deep and divine mysteries which "the angels desire to look into" (1 Peter 1:12).


May 9

Exodus 25:23-40

23Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood: two cubits shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof.24And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, and make thereto a crown of gold round about.25And thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand breadth round about, and thou shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof round about.26And thou shalt make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings in the four corners that are on the four feet thereof.27Over against the border shall the rings be for places of the staves to bear the table.28And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be borne with them.29And thou shalt make the dishes thereof, and spoons thereof, and covers thereof, and bowls thereof, to cover withal: of pure gold shalt thou make them.30And thou shalt set upon the table shewbread before me alway.31And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same.32And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of the other side:33Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the candlestick.34And in the candlestick shall be four bowls made like unto almonds, with their knops and their flowers.35And there shall be a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of the candlestick.36Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall be one beaten work of pure gold.37And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it.38And the tongs thereof, and the snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure gold.39Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels.40And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount.


While the ark sets forth a Christ by whom God's rights have been perfectly upheld, the table represents Christ continually bearing up His own in the presence of God. Made of the same material as the ark (shittim wood overlaid with gold), with a crown and a border which speak respectively of glory and protection, the table was intended to carry 
(1) the twelve loaves of the shewbread (Lev. 24:5-6), a picture of the people of God in their completeness 
(2) the utensils mentioned in v. 29, which assure us of Christ's strengthening power for us in service. (Mark 16:20). 
In a symbolic way, the whole of God's people are there in the holy sanctuary, carried by the Lord and maintained by Him in divine light. This leads us on to the candlestick of pure gold, the emblem of the One who has been here below as "the light of the world." The candlestick has seven golden lamps, an indication of the witness of God corresponding today to the Assemblies (Rev. 1:12, 20). These latter have the responsibility of bearing the light during the night of this world, through the energy of the Holy Spirit (the oil). "Ye are the light of the world", Jesus said to His own for the coming time of His absence (Matt. 5:14). But to maintain the brilliance of the lamps, the tongs are necessary (v. 38), a picture of the continual care of our great High Priest.


May 10

Exodus 26:1-14

1Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them.2The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and every one of the curtains shall have one measure.3The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and other five curtains shall be coupled one to another.4And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from the selvedge in the coupling; and likewise shalt thou make in the uttermost edge of another curtain, in the coupling of the second.5Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make in the edge of the curtain that is in the coupling of the second; that the loops may take hold one of another.6And thou shalt make fifty taches of gold, and couple the curtains together with the taches: and it shall be one tabernacle.7And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make.8The length of one curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains shall be all of one measure.9And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle.10And thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one curtain that is outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which coupleth the second.11And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into the loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one.12And the remnant that remaineth of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remaineth, shall hang over the backside of the tabernacle.13And a cubit on the one side, and a cubit on the other side of that which remaineth in the length of the curtains of the tent, it shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle on this side and on that side, to cover it.14And thou shalt make a covering for the tent of rams' skins dyed red, and a covering above of badgers' skins.


After these three objects – the ark, the table and the candlestick – comes the description of the Tabernacle strictly speaking. It was a structure of planks forming three walls over which were stretched four coverings lying on them, each one made up of several curtains. The first covering, called the tabernacle, was placed on the underside and constituted the ceiling. It was woven with threads of different colours which we find again in the veil (v. 31), and in the clothing of the high priest (Ex. 28:5). Each of the colours emphasizes a particular glory of Christ. The fine twined linen always illustrates His perfect humanity, the blue His heavenly character, the purple His universal glory, and finally the scarlet His kingship over Israel. The loops of blue and the hooks of gold holding the curtains together recall the heavenly and divine bonds uniting the redeemed. The second covering (the tent)* of goats' hair, the third of rams' skins and the fourth of badgers' skins respectively suggest separation, consecration (Ex. 29:27), and vigilance. God found these virtues in the life of Jesus down here and His will is that they should be similarly manifest now in the life of His children.
*JND New Translation.


May 11

Exodus 26:15-30

15And thou shalt make boards for the tabernacle of shittim wood standing up.16Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, and a cubit and a half shall be the breadth of one board.17Two tenons shall there be in one board, set in order one against another: thus shalt thou make for all the boards of the tabernacle.18And thou shalt make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards on the south side southward.19And thou shalt make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards; two sockets under one board for his two tenons, and two sockets under another board for his two tenons.20And for the second side of the tabernacle on the north side there shall be twenty boards:21And their forty sockets of silver; two sockets under one board, and two sockets under another board.22And for the sides of the tabernacle westward thou shalt make six boards.23And two boards shalt thou make for the corners of the tabernacle in the two sides.24And they shall be coupled together beneath, and they shall be coupled together above the head of it unto one ring: thus shall it be for them both; they shall be for the two corners.25And they shall be eight boards, and their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets; two sockets under one board, and two sockets under another board.26And thou shalt make bars of shittim wood; five for the boards of the one side of the tabernacle,27And five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the two sides westward.28And the middle bar in the midst of the boards shall reach from end to end.29And thou shalt overlay the boards with gold, and make their rings of gold for places for the bars: and thou shalt overlay the bars with gold.30And thou shalt rear up the tabernacle according to the fashion thereof which was shewed thee in the mount.


The three sides of the Tabernacle were made of boards, in other words broad planks, of shittim wood, overlaid with gold and placed upright on sockets of silver. A picture of saved souls, firmly established on redemption of which silver always speaks, and divine justice (the gold) on the surface with the intention of showing forth the divine character which should now be displayed. But in order that the boards should hold together, and withstand the desert wind, it was further necessary to have traversing bars, which make us think of all that unites the children of God: thus, for example, the gentle bonds of brotherly love. What support for a young believer to have a brother or a friend with whom he can speak of his difficulties and get down on his knees with him! Above all "one Spirit" unites all the saved ones of the Lord in such a way that they remain "fitly joined together and compacted", in such a way to resist every "wind of doctrine" and the efforts of the enemy to stumble them (Eph. 4: 2-4, 14-16; see also 1 Cor. 10:12). Finally, notice particularly that which characterised the corner boards: they were perfectly "coupled together above the head" (v. 24; see John 17:21 and 1 Cor. 1:10). A mutual link with the Lord, that is what perfectly cements the bonds of fellowship of Christians among themselves.


May 12

Exodus 26:31-37; Exodus 27:1-8

31And thou shalt make a vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work: with cherubims shall it be made:32And thou shalt hang it upon four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold: their hooks shall be of gold, upon the four sockets of silver.33And thou shalt hang up the vail under the taches, that thou mayest bring in thither within the vail the ark of the testimony: and the vail shall divide unto you between the holy place and the most holy.34And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most holy place.35And thou shalt set the table without the vail, and the candlestick over against the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south: and thou shalt put the table on the north side.36And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework.37And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them.
1And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height thereof shall be three cubits.2And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof: his horns shall be of the same: and thou shalt overlay it with brass.3And thou shalt make his pans to receive his ashes, and his shovels, and his basons, and his fleshhooks, and his firepans: all the vessels thereof thou shalt make of brass.4And thou shalt make for it a grate of network of brass; and upon the net shalt thou make four brasen rings in the four corners thereof.5And thou shalt put it under the compass of the altar beneath, that the net may be even to the midst of the altar.6And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with brass.7And the staves shall be put into the rings, and the staves shall be upon the two sides of the altar, to bear it.8Hollow with boards shalt thou make it: as it was shewed thee in the mount, so shall they make it.


If we proceed from the inside to the outside, which is God's way with the sinner, the Tabernacle comprises first a most holy place – inaccessible – containing only the ark of the testimony (v. 33), then a holy place, separated from the most holy by a veil, the meaning of which is explained in Hebrews 10:20: "the veil, that is to say, his flesh". The humanity of Christ is thus represented: a gathering together of glories and perfections, some idea of which is given by the materials employed. The embroidered cherubim recall to us those which forbade men access to the tree of life (Gen. 3:24). But at the death of Jesus, the veil of the temple was rent, God thus opening to man a way into His presence.
Before the veil are placed the table and the candlestick (v. 35) as well as the golden altar (Ex. 30:6). The tent itself is closed by a wrought curtain, but without cherubim, as the priests are allowed to enter there to accomplish their service. Finally, before the tent there is set up the brazen altar, described in Exodus 27:1-8. It is square and of considerable size, so speaking to us of the cross and its efficacy. It is made of shittim wood: Christ made man for us, to suffer and die – overlaid with brass: fitted for withstanding the test of the fire of divine judgment against sin. Glory to our perfect Redeemer!


May 13

Exodus 27:9-21

9And thou shalt make the court of the tabernacle: for the south side southward there shall be hangings for the court of fine twined linen of an hundred cubits long for one side:10And the twenty pillars thereof and their twenty sockets shall be of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.11And likewise for the north side in length there shall be hangings of an hundred cubits long, and his twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver.12And for the breadth of the court on the west side shall be hangings of fifty cubits: their pillars ten, and their sockets ten.13And the breadth of the court on the east side eastward shall be fifty cubits.14The hangings of one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits: their pillars three, and their sockets three.15And on the other side shall be hangings fifteen cubits: their pillars three, and their sockets three.16And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework: and their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four.17All the pillars round about the court shall be filleted with silver; their hooks shall be of silver, and their sockets of brass.18The length of the court shall be an hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty every where, and the height five cubits of fine twined linen, and their sockets of brass.19All the vessels of the tabernacle in all the service thereof, and all the pins thereof, and all the pins of the court, shall be of brass.20And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always.21In the tabernacle of the congregation without the vail, which is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before the LORD: it shall be a statute for ever unto their generations on the behalf of the children of Israel.


All around the tabernacle tent itself extended the court, a sort of large enclosed area where all the Israelites were authorised to enter with their sacrifices. (Ps. 96:8). It was enclosed all round with hangings of fine linen held up on pillars, which rested on sockets of brass. These hangings of fine-twined linen (corresponding to the spotless humanity of Christ) speak to us of the witness of practical holiness which redeemed saints are called to bear in the face of an ignorant and hostile world. Such witness is accompanied by sufferings for righteousness, and so all has to be based on sockets of brass, of the same substance as the altar of sacrifice, where, in type, Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example . . . (1 Peter 2:21). Glittering under the desert sun, the court enclosure must have been visible from afar off, proclaiming that God was there. May the Lord grant us to be able to render collectively before the world such blameless testimony.
The end of the chapter reminds us what is the source and the inward power of such witness: the Holy Spirit. In order that the seven lamps of the candlestick may shine constantly, pure and beaten oil had to be put into them; a picture of continual exercise on the part of believers to yield to the Holy Spirit of God the place which is truly His.


May 14

Exodus 28:1-14

1And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons.2And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty.3And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office.4And these are the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office.5And they shall take gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen.6And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and fine twined linen, with cunning work.7It shall have the two shoulderpieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be joined together.8And the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, according to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen.9And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children of Israel:10Six of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth.11With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold.12And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD upon his two shoulders for a memorial.13And thou shalt make ouches of gold;14And two chains of pure gold at the ends; of wreathen work shalt thou make them, and fasten the wreathen chains to the ouches.


Aaron is a type of Christ, in the character of the great High Priest. He was the spokesman for the people to the LORD, as Christ is now, before God, the representative of those who belong to Him. His clothing accordingly speaks to us in type of all that relates to the service which Jesus undertakes in heaven on behalf of His redeemed people. May the Holy Spirit give us understanding (v. 9) as we examine its different parts. They illustrate, in fact, at the same time, the glorious attributes of our High Priest, and also truths which touch us closely.
The ephod, a sort of tunic without sleeves, was the essential and most characteristic element of it all. Like the veil, it was woven and embroidered with threads of different colours, the meaning of which we have already learnt. Unlike the veil, it included threads of gold metal, important addition. Two shoulder pieces, acting as hooks linking the front and back parts of the ephod, completed this garment, and on them were mounted onyx stones upon which were permanently engraved as a memorial the names of the twelve tribes of Israel – beautiful picture, is it not, of the way in which Jesus sustains and bears up His redeemed people. They are known by name, and are constantly in His thoughts (cf Luke 15:5). And, even more than this, they form part of His glory and beauty (v. 2).


May 15

Exodus 28:15-30

15And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it.16Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof.17And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row.18And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond.19And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst.20And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be set in gold in their inclosings.21And the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his name shall they be according to the twelve tribes.22And thou shalt make upon the breastplate chains at the ends of wreathen work of pure gold.23And thou shalt make upon the breastplate two rings of gold, and shalt put the two rings on the two ends of the breastplate.24And thou shalt put the two wreathen chains of gold in the two rings which are on the ends of the breastplate.25And the other two ends of the two wreathen chains thou shalt fasten in the two ouches, and put them on the shoulderpieces of the ephod before it.26And thou shalt make two rings of gold, and thou shalt put them upon the two ends of the breastplate in the border thereof, which is in the side of the ephod inward.27And two other rings of gold thou shalt make, and shalt put them on the two sides of the ephod underneath, toward the forepart thereof, over against the other coupling thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod.28And they shall bind the breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate be not loosed from the ephod.29And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually.30And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually.


Over the ephod, on the front, a breast plate, something like a shirt front, was firmly attached. Twelve precious stones were set in it according to the names of the tribes which were thus continually on the heart of Aaron (v. 30) – a touching image of the place which we, who are the well-beloved of the Lord, occupy. We are on His mighty shoulders, but also on His heart, objects of His unceasing tender care (cf. John 13:23).
"Continually" is a word to underline in this chapter (end of vv. 29, 30, 38). We see from the picture we have in these stones, fixed and immovable as they were, that nothing can separate the Lord's own from His great power (cf. John 10:28) nor from His love (Rom. 8:35).
The stones were all different, each one reflecting in its own way the light coming from the same candlestick. But all were precious. And just so, those who are saved are different from one another, each one reflecting some moral feature of Jesus. And each one is precious to the heart of the One who sustains him. When we are on the point of criticising another Christian, let us remember that the Lord loves him. Finally, in order that all these jewels, or let us rather say all these believers, may fully reflect the light of the sanctuary, they need to be cut and polished; this is the patient work of the Holy Spirit.


May 16

Exodus 28:31-43

31And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue.32And there shall be an hole in the top of it, in the midst thereof: it shall have a binding of woven work round about the hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, that it be not rent.33And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold between them round about:34A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about.35And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy place before the LORD, and when he cometh out, that he die not.36And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD.37And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be.38And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.39And thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle of needlework.40And for Aaron's sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty.41And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office.42And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach:43And they shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him.


The robe, wholly of blue, which Aaron had to wear beneath the ephod, speaks to us of the heavenly character of our High Priest. While He has been made higher than the heavens (Heb. 7:26), a witness is rendered to Him on the earth by these "brethren dwelling together in unity" sustained by His priesthood in heaven, and who together comprise, as it were, "the hem of his garments" (Ps. 133:1-2). The bells make us think of what ought to be heard in the lives of the children of God. Their tinkling was the evidence that the priest was living. Do we show to all around us that Christ is living? The pomegranates represent fruit: that which should be seen in the lives of the saints if they remain attached to the "robe" of the heavenly Man (cf. John 15:5). And let us emphasize that since the bells and the pomegranates are equal in number, words and deeds should go hand in hand in the life of every child of God. But if we feel weak and failing in this witness and service, we have a sure resource: Jesus before God in His absolute holiness, having on His forehead the golden plate "Holiness to the LORD". While considering Him, we shall no longer be occupied with our own weaknesses, but with His perfections (Ps. 84:9).
The last part of the chapter describes the clothing of the sons of Aaron, and makes as think of the promise in Psalm 132:16.


May 17

Exodus 29:1-18


1And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to minister unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish,2And unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tempered with oil, and wafers unleavened anointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou make them.3And thou shalt put them into one basket, and bring them in the basket, with the bullock and the two rams.4And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water.5And thou shalt take the garments, and put upon Aaron the coat, and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the curious girdle of the ephod:6And thou shalt put the mitre upon his head, and put the holy crown upon the mitre.7Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint him.8And thou shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon them.9And thou shalt gird them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them: and the priest's office shall be theirs for a perpetual statute: and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his sons.10And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought before the tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the bullock.11And thou shalt kill the bullock before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.12And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood beside the bottom of the altar.13And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul that is above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and burn them upon the altar.14But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with fire without the camp: it is a sin offering.15Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the ram.16And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt take his blood, and sprinkle it round about upon the altar.17And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash the inwards of him, and his legs, and put them unto his pieces, and unto his head.18And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the LORD: it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.


Looked at alone, Aaron represents Jesus; as such he is anointed apart, and blood is not necessary (v. 7). In company with his sons, we see Christ there with His own. By virtue of their relationship with Jesus, the great High Priest in heaven, believers are associated with Christ in the offering up of praise to God. But before being in a position to exercise their office, Aaron and his sons had to fulfil a certain number of conditions. Sacrifices were prepared for them. They had to approach the door of the tabernacle, and be washed with water (notice that they could not do this themselves). Then they received the new garments described in chapter 28. Morally the same things are essential before any Christian service. It is necessary first to have come to God with the "more excellent "sacrifice which atones for our sins. Then the "washing of water" is necessary, a function performed by the Word (Heb. 10:22; Titus 3:5). Finally it is necessary that our clean garments match our cleansed bodies. Zechariah 3:3-5 shows us a priest, Joshua, whom the LORD clothes with a change of raiment in place of his "filthy garments". Our exterior conduct must be clean, to correspond with the internal purifying of our conscience. It is by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ that we shall be able to realise this (Rom. 13:14).
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Exodus 29:19-30

19And thou shalt take the other ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the ram.20Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of the right ear of his sons, and upon the thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about.21And thou shalt take of the blood that is upon the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon the garments of his sons with him: and he shall be hallowed, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him.22Also thou shalt take of the ram the fat and the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and the right shoulder; for it is a ram of consecration:23And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer out of the basket of the unleavened bread that is before the LORD:24And thou shalt put all in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands of his sons; and shalt wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.25And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn them upon the altar for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour before the LORD: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.26And thou shalt take the breast of the ram of Aaron's consecration, and wave it for a wave offering before the LORD: and it shall be thy part.27And thou shalt sanctify the breast of the wave offering, and the shoulder of the heave offering, which is waved, and which is heaved up, of the ram of the consecration, even of that which is for Aaron, and of that which is for his sons:28And it shall be Aaron's and his sons' by a statute for ever from the children of Israel: for it is an heave offering: and it shall be an heave offering from the children of Israel of the sacrifice of their peace offerings, even their heave offering unto the LORD.29And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his sons' after him, to be anointed therein, and to be consecrated in them.30And that son that is priest in his stead shall put them on seven days, when he cometh into the tabernacle of the congregation to minister in the holy place.


The ceremony took its course; naturally, the sons of Aaron had not been cleansed to do thereafter just what they wished. They were consecrated, set apart for the service of the LORD. In Israel, only the family of Aaron exercised the priesthood, while now all those who make up the people of God are called to this noble task. Believing friends, if in His great love God has saved you, it is that henceforth you may be entirely consecrated to Him. The blood on the right ear, on the thumb of the right hand and on the great toe of the right foot (v. 20) show that these parts of the body, which speak respectively of obedience, action and walk, were sanctified in order to be put at God's disposal by the power of the Holy Spirit (the oil on the blood).
Notice that the expression translated by the word "consecrate" means literally "fill their hands" (see note Ex. 28:41). Moreover, far from seeing in it (as some do) an act by which we offer ourselves to the Lord (can we give Him that which already belongs to Him?), we understand, on the contrary, that our hands, or rather our hearts, need first to be filled by God, in order to be able to "wave" the offering (Christ) before Him (v. 24; 1 Chron. 29:14).
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Exodus 29:31-46

31And thou shalt take the ram of the consecration, and seethe his flesh in the holy place.32And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the bread that is in the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.33And they shall eat those things wherewith the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them: but a stranger shall not eat thereof, because they are holy.34And if ought of the flesh of the consecrations, or of the bread, remain unto the morning, then thou shalt burn the remainder with fire: it shall not be eaten, because it is holy.35And thus shalt thou do unto Aaron, and to his sons, according to all things which I have commanded thee: seven days shalt thou consecrate them.36And thou shalt offer every day a bullock for a sin offering for atonement: and thou shalt cleanse the altar, when thou hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it, to sanctify it.37Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and it shall be an altar most holy: whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy.38Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year day by day continually.39The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou shalt offer at even:40And with the one lamb a tenth deal of flour mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil; and the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink offering.41And the other lamb thou shalt offer at even, and shalt do thereto according to the meat offering of the morning, and according to the drink offering thereof, for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.42This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee.43And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.44And I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar: I will sanctify also both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the priest's office.45And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God.46And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the LORD their God.


The ram of consecration had first to be offered, then eaten by the priests. To serve his God, the believer must be nourished by Him who, even unto death, was entirely consecrated to God. The apostle exhorts us to "walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour" (Eph. 5:2). The priests had to eat the flesh of the ram of consecration "at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation", that is to say, before serving in the holy place. On each of the seven days a new sacrifice had to be brought: the product of spiritual exercises and affections renewed day by day.
The end of the chapter tells us of the sacrifices which had to be offered "continually", "in your generations" (see Num. 28:3, 6, 10. . .; Ezra 3:5), to magnify unceasingly before God the work of the Cross.
Having sanctified the tabernacle, the altar and the priestly family, God will henceforth be able to dwell in the midst of His own in an order of things suitable to His glory (vv. 44, 45). The apostle Paul draws out the same relationship between the present habitation of God by the Spirit in believers and the holiness which should characterize them (read 1 Cor. 3:16-17 and 1 Cor. 6:19).
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Exodus 30:1-16

1And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it.2A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the same.3And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about.4And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou make it; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal.5And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold.6And thou shalt put it before the vail that is by the ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will meet with thee.7And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it.8And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations.9Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon.10And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it is most holy unto the LORD.11And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,12When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest them.13This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD.14Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD.15The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.16And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.


Once the work which allows the priest to make his approach has been completed, the way is clear for consideration of the second altar, overlaid with gold, on which Aaron and his sons were to burn incense. The first altar speaks to us of Christ and the value of His blood, the second again of Christ and the efficacy of His intercession. The golden altar was inseparably linked with the brazen altar. Jesus was first the Sacrifice, then the Priest. Having on the cross offered His cleansing blood, He now presents Himself, the living One, for His own, in the holy place.
No victim was offered on the golden altar: Christ has never again to suffer and die. The work having been completed, henceforth He will be our theme of praise in heaven, the very essence of worship. By Him the believer in his turn approaches and offers to the Father the sweet perfume of adoration and prayer (Ps. 141:2). For worship is, above all, the presentation to God of the perfections of His well-beloved Son.
Vv. 11-16 deal with the ransom money. It was paid on a strictly personal basis. At the same time it was identical in amount for rich and poor alike. God makes no difference between sinners (Rom. 2:11). And He offers to all the same means for salvation. A free salvation! But how much it cost Him who paid the ransom in our place!
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Exodus 30:17-38

17And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,18Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein.19For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat:20When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:21So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations.22Moreover the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,23Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels,24And of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an hin:25And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil.26And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony,27And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his vessels, and the altar of incense,28And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver and his foot.29And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy.30And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office.31And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, This shall be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout your generations.32Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of it: it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you.33Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his people.34And the LORD said unto Moses, Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each shall there be a like weight:35And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and holy:36And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and put of it before the testimony in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will meet with thee: it shall be unto you most holy.37And as for the perfume which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves according to the composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the LORD.38Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people.


One article was still required in order that worship might be rendered. It was the laver of brass. It had to be placed in the court between the altar and the tabernacle, in the path of the priest who, on his way to exercise his office, washed his hands and feet there. It is a picture of self-judgment under the power of the Word (the water), cleansing the worshipper from the defilement contracted in his walk through the world (John 13:10).
After the water which cleanses him from the "filthiness of the flesh" (negatively) we find the anointing oil (the Spirit), who imparts a holy character. The ingredients entering into its composition express the different graces and glories of Christ. It was forbidden to pour the holy oil on man's flesh (that would be using the gifts of the Spirit to glorify man) and to make anything like it (to imitate the workings of the Holy Spirit). Psalm 133:2 shows us this precious oil poured out on the head, descending on Aaron's beard, then to the hem of his garments: a wonderful picture of the redeemed exulting by the Spirit in the perfections of their glorified Head, and partaking in the same anointing. By contrast, the sweet odour of the incense rose continually toward God to present to Him in detail all the excellences of His Well-Beloved.
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Exodus 31:1-18

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:3And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship,4To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,5And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship.6And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee;7The tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle,8And the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all his furniture, and the altar of incense,9And the altar of burnt offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his foot,10And the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's office,11And the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy place: according to all that I have commanded thee shall they do.12And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,13Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you.14Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people.15Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.16Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.17It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.18And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God.


Let us note in our passage the succession of verbs: I have called by name, I have filled him with the Spirit of God, I have given, I have put wisdom, I have commanded thee. Everything connected with service is directed from on high, by God Himself. Even Moses was not qualified to choose the workers. In the Acts we see the Holy Spirit designating Barnabas and Saul for the work to which God was calling them (Acts 13:2). Evidently, it is not for the worker himself to decide what he wants to do. It is God who appoints him, and it is He who fills him with the wisdom he needs. God has given to each a measure of intelligence. What do we use ours for? Perhaps to apply ourselves to diligent studies, or to earn a good living. But the Lord's wish is for us, under the action of His Spirit, to use all our faculties in His service.
Finally, it is still God who along with the service gives the necessary rest to His servants. The Gospel shows us the Lord calling His disciples, sending them out, and then finally, on their return taking them aside that they may rest awhile (Mark 6:7, 31). In this passage the rest takes the form of the sabbath. "The sabbath was made for man" said the Lord Jesus (Mark 2:27). Let us thank God for the rest He gives us.
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Exodus 32:1-10

1And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.2And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me.3And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron.4And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.5And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD.6And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.7And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves:8They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.9And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people:10Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation.


One would like to be able to pass straightaway from the description of the tabernacle in ch. 31 to its construction in ch. 35. Alas! between the two there is interposed a sombre episode in the history of this poor people. Just when, on the mountain, God was giving the law to Moses, down below the people were already transgressing the first two commandments. And while the LORD was giving His servant instructions as to the worship of Himself, Israel was setting up an idolatrous worship. How great is man's perversity and his ingratitude, his readiness to forget the goodness of God! (Ps. 78:11 and Ps. 106:19-23). "Idolatry" is not solely the sin of Israel and of the heathen. In recalling this scene, the apostle Paul is constrained to put Christians on their guard (1 Cor. 10:7, 14). An idol is anything and everything which takes the place in our hearts which belongs to Jesus alone. It may be like the golden calf, 
(1) in the likeness of the gods of this world (the Egyptians worshipped the bull Apis), 
(2) cast in the mould of, (or in other words, bear the imprint of) the imagination of the human mind, 
(3) fashioned with a graving tool: the fruit of our own efforts (Isa. 44:10, 12). 
All that can happen when we have lost sight of the return of our Mediator, Christ, at present absent in heaven as Moses was on the mountain.
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Exodus 32:11-20

11And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand?12Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people.13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever.14And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.15And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written.16And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables.17And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.18And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.19And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.20And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it.


"Thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves", the LORD said to Moses (v. 7). "Not so," the latter replies. "It is 'thy people which thou has brought forth . .' (v. 11). Because of that it is impossible for You to destroy them." In John ch. 17, Jesus, praying on behalf of His own, says the same thing to His Father: "they are thine" (v. 9).
Here Moses is a skilful advocate. He had formerly protested that he was not an eloquent man, that he was "slow of speech" (Ex. 4:10). But now his heart is moved for Israel, and out of the abundance of his heart how well he knows, by the Spirit, how to plead on behalf of the people of God! Yet all the fervour of Moses could not prevent the LORD from destroying Israel if the law which condemned them was now rigorously applied. One of these two things: the law or the guilty people, had to go. In His grace God makes provision for the law to be set aside, so that Moses, in the mind of God, breaks the two tables of stone at the foot of the mountain.
When the Lord Jesus came down into a guilty world, it was not to abolish the law. On the contrary, He perfectly fulfilled it before enduring its curse on the cross (Matt. 5:17-18; Gal. 3:13).
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Exodus 32:21-35

21And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them?22And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that they are set on mischief.23For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.24And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.25And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:)26Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD's side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him.27And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour.28And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men.29For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.30And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin.31And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold.32Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.33And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.34Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them.35And the LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made.


Moses was filled with indignation. Just before zealous for the people towards the LORD, now he is zealous for the LORD towards the people. He takes aside Aaron but he makes excuses instead of humbling himself. Then a terrible task is imposed on the sons of Levi to show us that the glory of God must always take precedence before the ties of family or friendship. The sons of Levi are faithful, and the LORD will take account of that later by entrusting them with the service of the tabernacle (Deut. 33:9-10). God will not use us for Himself without having first put our faithfulness to the test.
Finally we find Moses once again in the breach, in the position of an intercessor. He lays bare the facts, unlike Aaron, without hiding anything. But he hopes to be able to make propitiation for the people and offers himself for punishment in their stead. In this he resembles the apostle Paul, who could wish himself "accursed from Christ for his brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh" (Rom. 9:3). But such a sacrifice is not possible. The Scriptures declare that a man can by no "means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him" (Ps. 49:7) and that "every one of us shall give account of himself to God." (Rom. 14:12). Christ alone could make atonement for the sinner, because He himself was without sin.
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Exodus 33:1-11

1And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it:2And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:3Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way.4And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments.5For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.6And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the mount Horeb.7And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every one which sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp.8And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle.9And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses.10And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door.11And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.


Moved with holy anger, Moses has destroyed the golden calf and ordered punishment. He has then informed the people that the LORD would not go up with them. Now here he is doing something quite unexpected: he rears up for himself a tent outside the camp, and far away from it. Has he ceased to love this people? On the contrary, he had just given the greatest and most touching proof of his love in asking that in their place he should be blotted out from the LORD'S book. No: his motive is quite different. Because of the sin committed, the cloud can no longer rest over the camp. So it was in order to recover this precious pillar, a type of Christ, that Moses and others with him leave the camp of Israel.
Hebrews 13:13 alluding to this passage, helps us to understand the appeal: "Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach". Dear young friends, it is vital for you to understand: it is in order to obey this injunction that many believers have separated themselves from formal religions and organized Christian churches to seek solely and simply the presence of the Lord Jesus (Matt. 18:20). Look at Joshua! Although a young man, he understands that happiness for him consists in never being away from the presence of God. This is a picture of unceasing communion, and also of the joys which await us in the place where the Lord has promised His presence!


May 27

Exodus 33:12-23

12And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight.13Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people.14And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.15And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.16For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.17And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.18And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.19And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.20And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.21And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:22And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by:23And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.


Outside the camp Moses can have talks with the LORD face to face (v. 11). What is the subject of these talks? Again and again, the people in their sad state. Moses is the type of One greater than himself: the Son speaking to the Father of those who have been "given him out of the world" (John 17:6). "Show me now thy way, I pray thee" asks the man of God. Then he pleads for the presence of the LORD to go with them. Compare these requests with the double prayer of the psalmist, "Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk . . . thy spirit is good: lead me into the land of uprightness" (Ps. 143:8, 10). "Yes, come Thyself up with us," entreats the faithful intercessor. "We cannot do without Thee."
And God lets Himself unbend. It has been said that He never finds faith too bold. We rejoice His heart when we ask Him for hard things.
Finally Moses makes a third request of the LORD, still more daring: that he may see His glory. He will only see it from behind (in other words in the footsteps left by His love). We think of the request of Jesus to His Father, that where He Himself is, there His own may be also with Him, that they may behold His glory (John 17:24). Such is His dearest wish. Is it ours also?


May 28

Exodus 34:1-11

1And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest.2And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount.3And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that mount.4And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone.5And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.6And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,7Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.8And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.9And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance.10And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation: and all the people among which thou art shall see the work of the LORD: for it is a terrible thing that I will do with thee.11Observe thou that which I command thee this day: behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite.


In asking the LORD to show him His glory, Moses was no doubt expecting a striking vision, such as that described in Ex. 24:10. But God is going to show him something precious in a different way: "the glory of his grace" (Eph. 1:6). He reveals Himself to His servant as the merciful God, showing grace (v. 6). Grace, which is associated with the name of the LORD is proclaimed before Moses. It is as if God was saying, "I bear a Name which impels me to show grace." But observe that there are two conditions if we are to be allowed to enjoy it. 
(1) "Be ready in the morning" the LORD enjoins on Moses, and on each one of us. May the Lord give us morning by morning this preparation of heart which is necessary for us to taste of His grace! (read Ps. 63:1-3). 
(2) It is in the cleft of the rock that the man of God has to remain: a picture of a stricken Christ, who now says to His own: "Abide in me . ." (John 15:4). 
But the grace of God should not let us forget His government. In the same v. 7 we learn that He pardons iniquity (that is His grace) and at the same time He will by no means clear the guilty (that is His faithful government).
The LORD had declared in Ex. 33:3 "I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiff necked people". It is exactly this reason for which Moses lays claim to His presence.


May 29

Exodus 34:12-26

12Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee:13But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down their groves:14For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:15Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods , and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice;16And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods.17Thou shalt make thee no molten gods.18The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou camest out from Egypt.19All that openeth the matrix is mine; and every firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is male.20But the firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem him not, then shalt thou break his neck. All the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And none shall appear before me empty.21Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt rest: in earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest.22And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year's end.23Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel.24For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the year.25Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of the feast of the passover be left unto the morning.26The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk.


For the second time Moses is with the LORD on the mountain for forty days. In consequence of what had happened God made Himself known as "a jealous God" (v. 14) who desires to be the sole object of the worship of His people. Not that idols could do the slightest harm to Him. What rivalry could there exist between the Creator of the worlds and the gods of gold, of stone, or of wood, the works of men's hands? But He is "jealous" because He knows that the happiness of His own consists in loving none but Himself, and that idols will always result in disappointment. It is also because their feeble love has a great place in His heart. The first epistle of John, which speaks most of divine love, concludes with the exhortation "Little children, keep yourselves from idols".
"The inhabitants of the land will be a snare for you," warns the LORD, who knows the existence of this snare, and our liability to fall into it (v. 12). He adds: "Lest . . . one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice" (v. 15). Let us have the courage to refuse the invitations of friends and colleagues of the world. Better still, let us show such behaviour that none want or even think of inviting us to share in their ungodly behaviour (1 Kings 1:9-10).
With regard to what is due to Him, the LORD here repeats some of the instructions given in Exodus 21-23.


May 30

Exodus 34:27-35

27And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel.28And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.29And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him.30And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him.31And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned unto him: and Moses talked with them.32And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him in mount Sinai.33And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a vail on his face.34But when Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he took the vail off, until he came out. And he came out, and spake unto the children of Israel that which he was commanded.35And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone: and Moses put the vail upon his face again, until he went in to speak with him.


It is not possible to be in touch with God, to enjoy the revelations of His grace, without that betraying itself externally. Moses' face shone, although he did not know that himself. By his happy face, each child of God should show naturally the happiness he possesses to those around him. May the world see in us some reflection of the love of Jesus! Paul explains to the Corinthians why Moses put a veil on his face. Before the Lord came down to earth, even the reflection of divine glory could not be borne by sinful man, and had to be hidden. But the veil "is taken away in Christ". Indeed, when Jesus came, God could at last be seen in Him in all the glory of His grace. As a result now, by faith, we behold the Lord Jesus with open face and we are morally transformed step by step into His glorious image (2 Cor. 3:14, 18).
Another privilege of Moses was "to speak with him". The expression occurs three times in these few verses. What an honour for this man of God, and what proof of intimate relationship! Is there not a connection between the fact of constant communion with the Lord and a face which is radiant? May God enable us to realise both the one and the other!


May 31

Exodus 35:1-19

1And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, and said unto them, These are the words which the LORD hath commanded, that ye should do them.2Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to death.3Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day.4And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying,5Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the LORD; gold, and silver, and brass,6And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair,7And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood,8And oil for the light, and spices for anointing oil, and for the sweet incense,9And onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod, and for the breastplate.10And every wise hearted among you shall come, and make all that the LORD hath commanded;11The tabernacle, his tent, and his covering, his taches, and his boards, his bars, his pillars, and his sockets,12The ark, and the staves thereof, with the mercy seat, and the vail of the covering,13The table, and his staves, and all his vessels, and the shewbread,14The candlestick also for the light, and his furniture, and his lamps, with the oil for the light,15And the incense altar, and his staves, and the anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the hanging for the door at the entering in of the tabernacle,16The altar of burnt offering, with his brasen grate, his staves, and all his vessels, the laver and his foot,17The hangings of the court, his pillars, and their sockets, and the hanging for the door of the court,18The pins of the tabernacle, and the pins of the court, and their cords,19The cloths of service, to do service in the holy place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's office.


The tabernacle is now about to be constructed. On this occasion its various materials are enumerated a second time, as if to remind us that to know is one thing, but to do is another. Meanwhile, before work begins, there is still the question of the sabbath (vv. 1-3). Before undertaking any service whatever, it is necessary to have spent some time in the Lord's presence, to be "seated" before Him, with the soul and spirit at rest, with a sense of our dependence. It is at the feet of Jesus that Mary learned to serve with intelligence (Luke 10:39). Also she knew just the right moment to bring her ointment (cf. v. 8) and anoint the feet of the Master.
Let us notice the variety of things which the Israelites had to bring, from the gold and precious stones down to the tent pegs and cords which served to support the edifice (to sustain the truth). In this long list each one was able to find something he could offer. And you also, dear friend, who know the Lord, you can contribute to the building up of the assembly. A service quietly rendered, the joyful exercise of mercy (Rom. 12:8) and daily prayers for the Christian testimony, all these are within the reach of everyone, and are pleasing to the Lord.



June 1

Exodus 35:20-35

20And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of Moses.21And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD's offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments.22And they came, both men and women, as many as were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that offered offered an offering of gold unto the LORD.23And every man, with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and red skins of rams, and badgers' skins, brought them.24Every one that did offer an offering of silver and brass brought the LORD's offering: and every man, with whom was found shittim wood for any work of the service, brought it.25And all the women that were wise hearted did spin with their hands, and brought that which they had spun, both of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.26And all the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun goats' hair.27And the rulers brought onyx stones, and stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the breastplate;28And spice, and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet incense.29The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the LORD, every man and woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of work, which the LORD had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.30And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD hath called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah;31And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship;32And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,33And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any manner of cunning work.34And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.35Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work.


The Israelites were only able to bring what they had not earlier given for the golden calf (Ex. 32:3). We shall only be able to devote to the Lord's service what we have not already used for the world. Then do not let us waste our youth.
Who were those who gave? "Every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing". That is the important thing! To love the Lord, the assembly, our neighbour, these are essential conditions for both doing a good work or bringing a gift. Besides, that which does not spring from love is generally not well done.
Certain tasks can be done in the home, in the family circle: for instance, sewing. We should not imagine that working for the Lord necessarily consists in being an evangelist or a missionary in a distant country.
Note the service of the women. If all were not intelligent (v. 25), or clever (v. 26), all could have a generous spirit, as much as the men, and could be led by their hearts (v. 26) to give or do something for the sanctuary (Titus 2: 5). God has put into the hearts of some to teach (v. 34). May He put into the hearts of others to listen! Thus it will be possible in this way for intelligent service to be rendered by all.


June 2

Exodus 36:1-13

1Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded.2And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it:3And they received of Moses all the offering, which the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. And they brought yet unto him free offerings every morning.4And all the wise men, that wrought all the work of the sanctuary, came every man from his work which they made;5And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people bring much more than enough for the service of the work, which the LORD commanded to make.6And Moses gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing.7For the stuff they had was sufficient for all the work to make it, and too much.8And every wise hearted man among them that wrought the work of the tabernacle made ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work made he them.9The length of one curtain was twenty and eight cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: the curtains were all of one size.10And he coupled the five curtains one unto another: and the other five curtains he coupled one unto another.11And he made loops of blue on the edge of one curtain from the selvedge in the coupling: likewise he made in the uttermost side of another curtain, in the coupling of the second.12Fifty loops made he in one curtain, and fifty loops made he in the edge of the curtain which was in the coupling of the second: the loops held one curtain to another.13And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled the curtains one unto another with the taches: so it became one tabernacle.


There is a short parable in the gospel of Mark in which the Lord presents Himself as a master who has gone away from his house after having allocated work to his servants. He left "to every man his work" (Mark 13:34). Except for the porter the nature of this work is not specified. However, the Master has prepared a task for each one of His own, having regard to age and abilities. In another parable, that of the talents, we see how the Master, on His return, requires accounts from His workers. Certain of them receive a reward, others are put to shame (Matt. 25:14-30). As to each of us, will we have done what the Lord was expecting from us?
Our reading for today teaches us that many offerings arrived too late. The moment for carrying out a service, for giving a gift, had passed. Several had perhaps worked really hard. Yes, but not immediately. And what we do not do immediately will often no longer be needed by the time we finally decide to do it: it is too late, the opportunity is lost. An important lesson for us!
"So it became one tabernacle" concludes verse 13. "There is one body" declares Ephesians 4:4. Despite the breaking up of Christianity into numerous denominations, such is the way in which God views His Assembly (Church).


June 3

Exodus 36:14-34

14And he made curtains of goats' hair for the tent over the tabernacle: eleven curtains he made them.15The length of one curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits was the breadth of one curtain: the eleven curtains were of one size.16And he coupled five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves.17And he made fifty loops upon the uttermost edge of the curtain in the coupling, and fifty loops made he upon the edge of the curtain which coupleth the second.18And he made fifty taches of brass to couple the tent together, that it might be one.19And he made a covering for the tent of rams' skins dyed red, and a covering of badgers' skins above that.20And he made boards for the tabernacle of shittim wood, standing up.21The length of a board was ten cubits, and the breadth of a board one cubit and a half.22One board had two tenons, equally distant one from another: thus did he make for all the boards of the tabernacle.23And he made boards for the tabernacle; twenty boards for the south side southward:24And forty sockets of silver he made under the twenty boards; two sockets under one board for his two tenons, and two sockets under another board for his two tenons.25And for the other side of the tabernacle, which is toward the north corner, he made twenty boards,26And their forty sockets of silver; two sockets under one board, and two sockets under another board.27And for the sides of the tabernacle westward he made six boards.28And two boards made he for the corners of the tabernacle in the two sides.29And they were coupled beneath, and coupled together at the head thereof, to one ring: thus he did to both of them in both the corners.30And there were eight boards; and their sockets were sixteen sockets of silver, under every board two sockets.31And he made bars of shittim wood; five for the boards of the one side of the tabernacle,32And five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the tabernacle for the sides westward.33And he made the middle bar to shoot through the boards from the one end to the other.34And he overlaid the boards with gold, and made their rings of gold to be places for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.


The materials have been collected together, the workmen appointed, and now the construction of the tabernacle is going to commence. We shall have the opportunity of noticing from all this several picture types and some new instructions.
The coverings are first enumerated. The first, the most beautiful, could only be seen from the inside, by the light of the candlestick, when the priest was in the holy place. Just so, the various glories of Jesus can be understood and appreciated only by the light which the Holy Spirit affords, and in the presence of God. On the other hand, in the fourth covering, made of rough badger skins, the tabernacle, unlike ancient temples (and modern religious buildings also) had nothing on the outside to attract attention. It recalls to us the One who had no form or comeliness, and who had nothing to make men desire Him (Isa. 53:2; John 5:41). May God preserve us from the attractions of the world and its spirit; may He keep us from desiring its fleeting glories, from wishing to make our mark there any more than our Master did.
Solidly planted on their silver sockets, the boards, picture of the redeemed, bring to mind that exhortation of the apostle: "So stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved" (Phil. 4:1).


June 4

Exodus 36:35-38; Exodus 37:1-16

35And he made a vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen: with cherubims made he it of cunning work.36And he made thereunto four pillars of shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold: their hooks were of gold; and he cast for them four sockets of silver.37And he made an hanging for the tabernacle door of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, of needlework;38And the five pillars of it with their hooks: and he overlaid their chapiters and their fillets with gold: but their five sockets were of brass.
1And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half was the length of it, and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it:2And he overlaid it with pure gold within and without, and made a crown of gold to it round about.3And he cast for it four rings of gold, to be set by the four corners of it; even two rings upon the one side of it, and two rings upon the other side of it.4And he made staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold.5And he put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.6And he made the mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half was the length thereof, and one cubit and a half the breadth thereof.7And he made two cherubims of gold, beaten out of one piece made he them, on the two ends of the mercy seat;8One cherub on the end on this side, and another cherub on the other end on that side: out of the mercy seat made he the cherubims on the two ends thereof.9And the cherubims spread out their wings on high, and covered with their wings over the mercy seat, with their faces one to another; even to the mercy seatward were the faces of the cherubims.10And he made the table of shittim wood: two cubits was the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof:11And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made thereunto a crown of gold round about.12Also he made thereunto a border of an handbreadth round about; and made a crown of gold for the border thereof round about.13And he cast for it four rings of gold, and put the rings upon the four corners that were in the four feet thereof.14Over against the border were the rings, the places for the staves to bear the table.15And he made the staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold, to bear the table.16And he made the vessels which were upon the table, his dishes, and his spoons, and his bowls, and his covers to cover withal, of pure gold.


The magnificent veil separating the holy place from the most holy was upheld by four pillars. The humanity of Christ, as the four evangelists unfold it before our eyes, is an inexhaustible subject for wonder and worship. He is the Messiah of Israel (Matthew), the obedient Servant (Mark), the Son of Man (Luke), the One who comes from heaven (John). Each thread: of blue, purple, scarlet or of fine twined linen, each facet of His humanity, perfect in itself, is closely woven, each with the others, in a way which makes up the marvellous whole which is the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. But this life, beautiful as it was, could not bring us to God. On the contrary it emphasized by contrast the depth of our moral misery. His death was necessary. And, as a sign, at the very moment when the Saviour yielded His life on the cross, God rent the veil, opening up between Himself and the worshipper "a new and living way" (Heb. 10:20).
The ark and the table were then prepared. The staves which served to carry them through the desert make us think of the walk of the Lord down here. Overlaid with pure gold, they recall to us that verse of Isaiah: "How beautiful . . . are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings (Isa. 52:7).


June 5

Exodus 37:17-29

17And he made the candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work made he the candlestick; his shaft, and his branch, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, were of the same:18And six branches going out of the sides thereof; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side thereof, and three branches of the candlestick out of the other side thereof:19Three bowls made after the fashion of almonds in one branch, a knop and a flower; and three bowls made like almonds in another branch, a knop and a flower: so throughout the six branches going out of the candlestick.20And in the candlestick were four bowls made like almonds, his knops, and his flowers:21And a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, according to the six branches going out of it.22Their knops and their branches were of the same: all of it was one beaten work of pure gold.23And he made his seven lamps, and his snuffers, and his snuffdishes, of pure gold.24Of a talent of pure gold made he it, and all the vessels thereof.25And he made the incense altar of shittim wood: the length of it was a cubit, and the breadth of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and two cubits was the height of it; the horns thereof were of the same.26And he overlaid it with pure gold, both the top of it, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns of it: also he made unto it a crown of gold round about.27And he made two rings of gold for it under the crown thereof, by the two corners of it, upon the two sides thereof, to be places for the staves to bear it withal.28And he made the staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold.29And he made the holy anointing oil, and the pure incense of sweet spices, according to the work of the apothecary.


The candlestick of pure gold came next, with its base of beaten gold, its bowls, its knops and its flowers, which "were of itself" (JND). God takes pleasure in repeating with great detail all the fullness (the number 7) of fruits and beauties displayed in this candlestick, a type of Christ, who is second to none in any of His glories. But do not forget that the candlestick was of beaten gold, and that it was supplied by beaten oil (Ex. 27:20), descriptions which remind us of the suffering of the One who came as the true Light into the midst of darkness, and was not received. Rejected, He now shines forth in the holy sanctuary where His own can contemplate Him by faith.
The golden altar, which was also in the holy place, before the veil, is another picture of the One who is the central object of our worship, in whose Name we make our approach to God in worship and also in intercession. The incense, which was offered there, if we refer back to Exodus 30:34-38, was "a confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and holy". The different oils which constituted it speak to us of the perfections of the Son of God and of the value that these perfections have for the Father, to whom we present them.
The holy anointing oil is similarly prepared in accordance with the instructions in Exodus 30.


June 6

Exodus 38:1-20

1And he made the altar of burnt offering of shittim wood: five cubits was the length thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof; it was foursquare; and three cubits the height thereof.2And he made the horns thereof on the four corners of it; the horns thereof were of the same: and he overlaid it with brass.3And he made all the vessels of the altar, the pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and the fleshhooks, and the firepans: all the vessels thereof made he of brass.4And he made for the altar a brasen grate of network under the compass thereof beneath unto the midst of it.5And he cast four rings for the four ends of the grate of brass, to be places for the staves.6And he made the staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them with brass.7And he put the staves into the rings on the sides of the altar, to bear it withal; he made the altar hollow with boards.8And he made the laver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of the lookingglasses of the women assembling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.9And he made the court: on the south side southward the hangings of the court were of fine twined linen, an hundred cubits:10Their pillars were twenty, and their brasen sockets twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver.11And for the north side the hangings were an hundred cubits, their pillars were twenty, and their sockets of brass twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver.12And for the west side were hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and their sockets ten; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver.13And for the east side eastward fifty cubits.14The hangings of the one side of the gate were fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets three.15And for the other side of the court gate, on this hand and that hand, were hangings of fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets three.16All the hangings of the court round about were of fine twined linen.17And the sockets for the pillars were of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver; and the overlaying of their chapiters of silver; and all the pillars of the court were filleted with silver.18And the hanging for the gate of the court was needlework, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen: and twenty cubits was the length, and the height in the breadth was five cubits, answerable to the hangings of the court.19And their pillars were four, and their sockets of brass four; their hooks of silver, and the overlaying of their chapiters and their fillets of silver.20And all the pins of the tabernacle, and of the court round about, were of brass.


The brazen altar reminds us that God has provided in the cross an answer to our sinful condition. But many believers are troubled by sins committed after their conversion. Can such lose their salvation? No! blessed be God! As Jesus said to Peter: "He that is washed" – a washing which takes place once for all for the believer (see Ex. 29:4) – "needeth not save to wash his feet" (John 13:10). This washing of the feet after walking, and of the hands for service, was done in the laver of brass. It was made of the same material as the altar to teach us that sins committed after our conversion cost the One who atoned for them as dearly as our earlier sins. But we can (and should) confess them to God who is faithful and just to forgive them because of the work of Jesus (1 John 1:9).
From v. 9 to v. 20, it is a question of the setting up of the court. We find there the measurements of the gate (v. 18): twenty cubits is about thirty-three feet. It is a picture of the door of grace, wide open to poor sinners, and of the easy access which the gospel affords to all to approach by way of the cross (the brazen altar). Have all our readers passed through this door?


June 7

Exodus 38:21-31

21This is the sum of the tabernacle, even of the tabernacle of testimony, as it was counted, according to the commandment of Moses, for the service of the Levites, by the hand of Ithamar, son to Aaron the priest.22And Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD commanded Moses.23And with him was Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen.24All the gold that was occupied for the work in all the work of the holy place, even the gold of the offering, was twenty and nine talents, and seven hundred and thirty shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary.25And the silver of them that were numbered of the congregation was an hundred talents, and a thousand seven hundred and threescore and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary:26A bekah for every man, that is, half a shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for every one that went to be numbered, from twenty years old and upward, for six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty men.27And of the hundred talents of silver were cast the sockets of the sanctuary, and the sockets of the vail; an hundred sockets of the hundred talents, a talent for a socket.28And of the thousand seven hundred seventy and five shekels he made hooks for the pillars, and overlaid their chapiters, and filleted them.29And the brass of the offering was seventy talents, and two thousand and four hundred shekels.30And therewith he made the sockets to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the brasen altar, and the brasen grate for it, and all the vessels of the altar,31And the sockets of the court round about, and the sockets of the court gate, and all the pins of the tabernacle, and all the pins of the court round about.


Through the Levites God requires a precise inventory to be kept of all that has been done and given for His house. He forgets nothing; even to the last pin and the smallest hook, knowing how much it cost each one who brought the particular object. The Lord Jesus, seated opposite the Temple treasury, was watching the crowds throwing in their gifts, and highly appreciated the two mites of a poor widow. For this offering meant a complete surrender for her, it was "all her living" (Mark 12:41-44).
The laver of brass mentioned here speaks in a similar way. It was made with the looking glasses of the women, who, following Moses, had gone out towards the tabernacle of the congregation (v. 8). In the presence of God, and through zeal for His house, their hearts had led them to give up not only a vain object, but also occupation with themselves, suggested by the use of the mirror (Matt. 16:24-25). That is also something God appreciates and mentions in His Word. As to the silver collected from the numbering of the people it served to form the bases of the pillars and boards. Everything rests on the glorious redemption of which silver is the symbol (see Num. 3:48) and it is on this also that each saint individually rests so that he is able to stand by faith.


June 8

Exodus 39:1-21

1And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made cloths of service, to do service in the holy place, and made the holy garments for Aaron; as the LORD commanded Moses.2And he made the ephod of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen.3And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue, and in the purple, and in the scarlet, and in the fine linen, with cunning work.4They made shoulderpieces for it, to couple it together: by the two edges was it coupled together.5And the curious girdle of his ephod, that was upon it, was of the same, according to the work thereof; of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen; as the LORD commanded Moses.6And they wrought onyx stones inclosed in ouches of gold, graven, as signets are graven, with the names of the children of Israel.7And he put them on the shoulders of the ephod, that they should be stones for a memorial to the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses.8And he made the breastplate of cunning work, like the work of the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen.9It was foursquare; they made the breastplate double: a span was the length thereof, and a span the breadth thereof, being doubled.10And they set in it four rows of stones: the first row was a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was the first row.11And the second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond.12And the third row, a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst.13And the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper: they were inclosed in ouches of gold in their inclosings.14And the stones were according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, every one with his name, according to the twelve tribes.15And they made upon the breastplate chains at the ends, of wreathen work of pure gold.16And they made two ouches of gold, and two gold rings; and put the two rings in the two ends of the breastplate.17And they put the two wreathen chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of the breastplate.18And the two ends of the two wreathen chains they fastened in the two ouches, and put them on the shoulderpieces of the ephod, before it.19And they made two rings of gold, and put them on the two ends of the breastplate, upon the border of it, which was on the side of the ephod inward.20And they made two other golden rings, and put them on the two sides of the ephod underneath, toward the forepart of it, over against the other coupling thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod.21And they did bind the breastplate by his rings unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it might be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate might not be loosed from the ephod; as the LORD commanded Moses.


In describing the holy garments of Aaron, v. 3 adds a detail not given in Exodus 28: thin golden wires had to be worked in among the threads of which the ephod was woven. The divine glory of our great High Priest shines among all the traits of His holy humanity. Let us see examples of this in the gospels. He is asleep on a pillow, but a moment later stills the wind and the sea. He weeps at the tomb of Bethany, but it is just before raising Lazarus. He pays the tax, but with a coin found in the mouth of a fish He had created. At every turn the gold of His divinity became apparent in the most ordinary circumstances of His life as man, the Man of Sorrows. This inseparable character of the glories of Jesus is stressed by the chains, the stone settings, the links and the rings which fastened all these garments securely the one to the other. We are not able to take one part away, to put in doubt a single truth concerning the blessed person of Christ, without in some way denying Him wholly. Alas! the history of the Church includes only too many examples of daring people who have not been afraid to do just that. May God grant us to recognize with mind and heart all the moral perfections, official and personal, with which the Lord Jesus is invested.


June 9

Exodus 39:22-43

22And he made the robe of the ephod of woven work, all of blue.23And there was an hole in the midst of the robe, as the hole of an habergeon, with a band round about the hole, that it should not rend.24And they made upon the hems of the robe pomegranates of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined linen.25And they made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates upon the hem of the robe, round about between the pomegranates;26A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, round about the hem of the robe to minister in; as the LORD commanded Moses.27And they made coats of fine linen of woven work for Aaron, and for his sons,28And a mitre of fine linen, and goodly bonnets of fine linen, and linen breeches of fine twined linen,29And a girdle of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, of needlework; as the LORD commanded Moses.30And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD.31And they tied unto it a lace of blue, to fasten it on high upon the mitre; as the LORD commanded Moses.32Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation finished: and the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did they.33And they brought the tabernacle unto Moses, the tent, and all his furniture, his taches, his boards, his bars, and his pillars, and his sockets,34And the covering of rams' skins dyed red, and the covering of badgers' skins, and the vail of the covering,35The ark of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and the mercy seat,36The table, and all the vessels thereof, and the shewbread,37The pure candlestick, with the lamps thereof, even with the lamps to be set in order, and all the vessels thereof, and the oil for light,38And the golden altar, and the anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the hanging for the tabernacle door,39The brasen altar, and his grate of brass, his staves, and all his vessels, the laver and his foot,40The hangings of the court, his pillars, and his sockets, and the hanging for the court gate, his cords, and his pins, and all the vessels of the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of the congregation,41The cloths of service to do service in the holy place, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and his sons' garments, to minister in the priest's office.42According to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of Israel made all the work.43And Moses did look upon all the work, and, behold, they have done it as the LORD had commanded, even so had they done it: and Moses blessed them.


In these chapters 39 and 40, one expression is repeated continually: "as the LORD commanded Moses". Nothing was left to the imagination of those who did the work. And it is the same today with regard to Christian worship. The Bible teaches us all that is necessary to know of the way in which God wishes to be worshipped. To add something else to His instructions, or to replace them by that which we might think better would be rank disobedience, would it not? And at the same time pretension! By what right do we decide what is acceptable to God? Well then, look at the Christian denominations with their clergy, their organisations, their pomp and ceremony! God "has not commanded" these things, and the believer who knows the truth cannot in consequence associate himself with them.
By way of contrast with all the ordinances of the Old Testament, some of which we have looked into in this book of Exodus, the worship of "true worshippers" addressed to the Father is "in spirit and in truth" (John 4:23-24). The external forms of a carnal religion and its ceremonies have been put aside and replaced by the activity of the Holy Spirit. It is no longer types and shadows which are before us in our worship, but the reality of things which are eternal.


June 10

Exodus 40:1-19

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2On the first day of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation.3And thou shalt put therein the ark of the testimony, and cover the ark with the vail.4And thou shalt bring in the table, and set in order the things that are to be set in order upon it; and thou shalt bring in the candlestick, and light the lamps thereof.5And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of the testimony, and put the hanging of the door to the tabernacle.6And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation.7And thou shalt set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altar, and shalt put water therein.8And thou shalt set up the court round about, and hang up the hanging at the court gate.9And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all the vessels thereof: and it shall be holy.10And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all his vessels, and sanctify the altar: and it shall be an altar most holy.11And thou shalt anoint the laver and his foot, and sanctify it.12And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and wash them with water.13And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; that he may minister unto me in the priest's office.14And thou shalt bring his sons, and clothe them with coats:15And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint their father, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office: for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.16Thus did Moses: according to all that the LORD commanded him, so did he.17And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was reared up.18And Moses reared up the tabernacle, and fastened his sockets, and set up the boards thereof, and put in the bars thereof, and reared up his pillars.19And he spread abroad the tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering of the tent above upon it; as the LORD commanded Moses.


On the first day of the first month, Moses is invited to set up the tabernacle with its furnishings, pictures of the new relationship which God is establishing with His people. All things had become new and it is the LORD Himself who has made the provision for it all. Now it remains to introduce the priests: "Thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons" (vv. 12, 14). We think of the man who made a great supper and sent his servant to tell those invited: "Come, for all things are now ready" (Luke 14:17). The sanctuary has been prepared for the worshipper; it is also necessary for the worshipper to be prepared for the sanctuary: "thou shalt wash them . . . thou shalt clothe them . . . thou shalt anoint them . . .". "Washed, justified, perfected, we enter into the holy place . . — so runs a hymn. And for the priest there now commence his holy duties in their proper order: the brazen altar, the laver, the entrance into the holy place, the offering of incense on the golden altar. Should we lag behind when God Himself says: "Thou shalt bring", when our great High Priest, the true Aaron, introducing His sons into the heavenly sanctuary can declare: "Behold I and the children which God hath given me" (Heb. 2:13)?


June 11

Exodus 40:20-38

20And he took and put the testimony into the ark, and set the staves on the ark, and put the mercy seat above upon the ark:21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the vail of the covering, and covered the ark of the testimony; as the LORD commanded Moses.22And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, upon the side of the tabernacle northward, without the vail.23And he set the bread in order upon it before the LORD; as the LORD had commanded Moses.24And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation, over against the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward.25And he lighted the lamps before the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses.26And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation before the vail:27And he burnt sweet incense thereon; as the LORD commanded Moses.28And he set up the hanging at the door of the tabernacle.29And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the meat offering; as the LORD commanded Moses.30And he set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altar, and put water there, to wash withal.31And Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet thereat:32When they went into the tent of the congregation, and when they came near unto the altar, they washed; as the LORD commanded Moses.33And he reared up the court round about the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the hanging of the court gate. So Moses finished the work.34Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.35And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.36And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys:37But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up.38For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.


Down to the smallest detail, the sanctuary and the objects necessary for worship have been prepared and each then set up in its place. "Moses finished the work" (v. 33). It reminds us of the One who was able to say to the Father: "I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do" (John 17:4). But the faithfulness of Moses over all the house of God, mentioned in Hebrews 3:2 . . . is only a faint shadow of that of the Son, "faithful to him that appointed him". He has revealed the Father, sanctified His "brethren", built the true tabernacle, of which He has become the High Priest, established a new order of things (no longer visible and material), in which God can be known, approached and served. With the last chapter of Exodus we come to the end of the study of this wonderful tabernacle. It has illustrated many aspects of the work of Christ with its consequences. The first of these consequences is that God comes down in glory to dwell in the midst of this people (vv. 34, 35). So it was that at Pentecost, on the ground of the finished work of Christ, God the Holy Spirit came down to form the Church, according to Ephesians 2:22, to be "an habitation of God through the Spirit". Since then, despite the ruin, He is there, the divine Guide, leading and directing the people of God, as the cloud over the tabernacle did for Israel.


June 12

Leviticus 1:1-17

1And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock.3If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.4And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.5And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.6And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces.7And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the fire:8And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:9But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.10And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.11And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar.12And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:13But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.14And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering to the LORD be of fowls, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.15And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, and wring off his head, and burn it on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the altar:16And he shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the east part, by the place of the ashes:17And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.


Leviticus is a closed book to anyone who does not possess the divine "key". This is Christ, whom we find here in all the aspects of His sacrifice and His priesthood. There is for the believer, only one sacrifice which has been offered "once for all", fully sufficient (Heb. 10:10). But to describe Him in all His different characters, the Spirit of God gives us various pictures which are complementary to each other.
The burnt offering is spoken of first because it represents God's part in the work of Christ. It is expressed in the New Testament by such passages as John 10:17; Ephesians 5:2; Philippians 2:8. Dear Christian friends, when we think of the cross, instead of seeing our salvation first, let us consider the satisfaction that God found in the person and work of His Holy Son.
Three kinds of victim could be presented for the offering. Some differences were apparent in the manner of their offering. For example, only offerings of animals were cut into pieces and arranged on the altar. But in each case there arose a "sweet savour unto the LORD". Such was the effect of the fire of judgment which passed upon the holy Victim on the cross: it brought out in the smallest detail the excellence of the offering "without spot" (Heb. 9:14).


June 13

Leviticus 2:1-16

1And when any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon:2And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons the priests: and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD:3And the remnant of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his sons': it is a thing most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.4And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.5And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil.6Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering.7And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.8And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is made of these things unto the LORD: and when it is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto the altar.9And the priest shall take from the meat offering a memorial thereof, and shall burn it upon the altar: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.10And that which is left of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his sons': it is a thing most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.11No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with leaven: for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by fire.12As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour.13And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.14And if thou offer a meat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, thou shalt offer for the meat offering of thy firstfruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten out of full ears.15And thou shalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincense thereon: it is a meat offering.16And the priest shall burn the memorial of it, part of the beaten corn thereof, and part of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.


If the burnt offering calls to mind the sweet savour of Christ in His death, the meat (or meal) offering corresponds to the perfection of His life as a man on earth. Indeed this offering requires neither victim nor blood, but only flour, oil, incense and salt. The humanity of the Lord corresponds to the grain of corn finely ground; His birth and baptism by the Holy Spirit to being kneaded and anointed with oil; His testing by suffering either visibly or in a hidden way to the heat of the frying pan, the pan or the oven. These things were for the Father a perfume of the highest value. The believer presents to God this perfect life of Jesus and gets from it his own nourishment. Let us consider this wonderful Man in the gospels. His dependence, His patience, His trust in God, His meekness, His wisdom, His kindness and His devotedness – these did not change even through all His sufferings. These are some of the wonderful thoughts which come to us in the offering of fine flour sprinkled with incense. It is "a thing most holy" (vv. 3, 10). Leaven, a picture of sin, did not come into it, neither did honey, a symbol of human affections. In contrast, salt, a picture of separation for God, who preserves from corruption, marked the life of Jesus and should never be lacking in our lives (Mark 9:50; Col. 4:6).


June 14

Leviticus 3:1-17

1And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd; whether it be a male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.2And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about.3And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,4And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.5And Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice, which is upon the wood that is on the fire: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.6And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering unto the LORD be of the flock; male or female, he shall offer it without blemish.7If he offer a lamb for his offering, then shall he offer it before the LORD.8And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it before the tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron's sons shall sprinkle the blood thereof round about upon the altar.9And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he take off hard by the backbone; and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,10And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.11And the priest shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire unto the LORD.12And if his offering be a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD.13And he shall lay his hand upon the head of it, and kill it before the tabernacle of the congregation: and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood thereof upon the altar round about.14And he shall offer thereof his offering, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,15And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.16And the priest shall burn them upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire for a sweet savour: all the fat is the LORD's.17It shall be a perpetual statute for your generations throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat neither fat nor blood.


It is still the same work of Christ which the peace offering represents. But it is considered this time in the aspect of the communion, joy and peace which it produces. Jesus did not only come to glorify the Father in His life (the meal offering), in His death (the burnt offering), and to atone for our sins (the sacrifice of Lev. 4). He also came to bring us into a new relationship of communion with God. Our dear Saviour did not content Himself with delivering us from eternal judgment. He wanted to make us happy and that from now onwards. Like the other sacrifices, the fat is kept for the LORD, and was burned on the altar. It is the symbol of inward energy, of the will which the heart governs. In Jesus this energy was entirely for God. His will was to do always those things that pleased His Father (John 6:38; John 8:29). Such a sacrifice could only be an infinitely sweet savour for God (vv. 5, 16). What a privilege it is for those of us who know Jesus to have the same "food" with the Father (vv. 11, 16), to be invited to His table in order to share His joy and His thoughts about His beloved Son! "Our fellowship," says the apostle John, "is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3).


June 15

Leviticus 4:1-12

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them:3If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin offering.4And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before the LORD.5And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock's blood, and bring it to the tabernacle of the congregation:6And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary.7And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation: and shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.8And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,9And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away,10As it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.11And the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and his inwards, and his dung,12Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.


The sin offering concludes the list of the holy offerings. First place was given to the burnt offering – God's side in the work of Christ; the last offering was to meet the sinner's needs. But it goes without saying that we must take the opposite route. Before knowing the peace and joy of the peace offering, before understanding what Jesus was for God in His life and His death, we begin by having dealings with the One who has suffered and died on the cross to atone for our sins. The blood was carried into the tabernacle as if to give to God a proof of the finished work and to the sinner the pledge of his acceptance. The fat burned on the altar, a sign of the satisfaction found by God in the obedience of the victim. In short, while the flesh of the burnt offering was to burn on the altar, while that of the peace offering was eaten by the one who offered it, the bodies of the animals offered for sin were burned outside the camp. Because of our sins which He bore, Jesus suffered "without the gate" (Heb. 13:12), far from the presence of a holy God. And the verb to "burn", different from "to burn as incense", used for the fats and the savours, expresses the intensity of the judgment which consumed our perfect Sacrifice (Heb. 13:11).


June 16

Leviticus 4:13-26

13And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty;14When the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregation.15And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock before the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD.16And the priest that is anointed shall bring of the bullock's blood to the tabernacle of the congregation:17And the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD, even before the vail.18And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.19And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn it upon the altar.20And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and it shall be forgiven them.21And he shall carry forth the bullock without the camp, and burn him as he burned the first bullock: it is a sin offering for the congregation.22When a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD his God concerning things which should not be done, and is guilty;23Or if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a male without blemish:24And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it is a sin offering.25And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar of burnt offering.26And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall make an atonement for him as concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him.


Many people do not consider themselves guilty of their unconscious faults; they go on the principle that God cannot reproach their ignorance and will take account of their "good intentions". What a false illusion! If God has to provide a sacrifice for sins committed "through ignorance", this is proof that the sinner, even though ignorant, is guilty before Him. Besides, our laws have the same force; ignorance is no excuse. An infringement of the law, even though not intentional, makes me liable to a prosecution. In the eyes of a holy God, the sin once committed, remains; it is not in any way excused by my lack of concern about it. But I learn that for every sin, if there is condemnation, there is also sacrifice. It needed nothing less than the infinitely great work of the cross to erase the infinitely great offence done to God by my sins, whether intended or not, whether those which I remember or those which I forgot long since.
In putting his hand on the victim's head, the one who offered it, made his sin pass onto it. He acknowledged that he was guilty and ought to have died. The animal which he had offered took his place, bearing the sin and dying in his stead. This is what has been done for us by Jesus, our perfect Substitute.


June 17

Leviticus 4:27-35

27And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and be guilty;28Or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge: then he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he hath sinned.29And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay the sin offering in the place of the burnt offering.30And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar.31And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.32And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a female without blemish.33And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering34And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar:35And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken away from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them upon the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be forgiven him.


For his sin, an anointed priest had to offer a young bullock (v. 3), the ruler had to offer a goat (vv. 22, 23), any one of the common people only a kid or a lamb (vv. 28, 32). Those who have to set an example have a greater responsibility, reflected in the importance of the animal offered. But before God all have sinned and come short of His glory (Rom. 3:22-23). Whether they are found at the top or at the bottom of the social scale, honoured or despised by their contemporaries, whether they are evil doers or pass as honest persons, all men comprise one single class: they are lost sinners. Nevertheless, in His unfathomable mercy God has now created a new category: that of pardoned sinners. He has concluded all men in unbelief, that He might have mercy upon all (Rom. 11:32).
Let us emphasize the expressions in vv. 23 and 28: "if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge". This is an allusion to the gentle service called "feet washing", which consists in helping another believer to discover and judge his faults (John 13:14).
"And it shall be forgiven him", it says at the end of each of these paragraphs – the divine answer which God can apply to the repentant sinner, by virtue of the work of His well-beloved Son!


June 18

Leviticus 5:1-13

1And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity.2Or if a soul touch any unclean thing, whether it be a carcase of an unclean beast, or a carcase of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean creeping things, and if it be hidden from him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty.3Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleanness it be that a man shall be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty.4Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.5And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing:6And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD for his sin which he hath sinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his sin.7And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.8And he shall bring them unto the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin offering first, and wring off his head from his neck, but shall not divide it asunder:9And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the altar; and the rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom of the altar: it is a sin offering.10And he shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the manner: and the priest shall make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven him.11But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering.12Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it, even a memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: it is a sin offering.13And the priest shall make an atonement for him as touching his sin that he hath sinned in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the remnant shall be the priest's, as a meat offering.


Vv. 1-4 give us several examples of faults which had to be atoned for by sacrifice. It is a question of actions the seriousness of which we should perhaps not have realised, if the Word, the divine touchstone of our conscience, had not condemned them: failure to give evidence, having a passing contact with something that is unclean, uttering frivolous words. One can be guilty in keeping silence (v. 1) or on the contrary in saying too much (v. 4). In all these cases confession was required (v. 5) followed by sacrifice (v. 6). Such is still the way which 1 John 1:9 lays on the believer who has failed, with the difference that the sacrifice has not to be offered a second time. The blood of Jesus Christ is already shed for us before God, so that confession alone is now sufficient; God is then "faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness". Vv. 7 to 13 take account of the difference in resources of those who brought their offerings. One offered a lamb, another two turtle-doves and the third only a handful of flour. We are not all capable of appreciating to the same extent the work of Jesus. But what counts is the true value it has for God.


June 19

Leviticus 5:14-19; Leviticus 6:1-7

14And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,15If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the LORD; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering:16And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.17And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the LORD; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.18And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him.19It is a trespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD.
1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;3Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:4Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that which he took violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found,5Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it unto him to whom it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offering.6And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:7And the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD: and it shall be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.


The most scrupulous Israelite could always be in fear that he had forgotten a sin committed through ignorance. And that as soon as he had brought a costly sacrifice, a new act of infidelity could require another. Alas! in spite of the certainties of God's Word, many Christians are still living today with the same fear. They make their salvation depend on sincere efforts to appease God, by almsgiving, and penances, without ever being sure that they will suffice. What it is to be unaware of the fullness of divine grace! And what happiness we possess if we are delivered from that fear by the assurance that Jesus has done everything for us.
Our passage distinguishes sins against God (vv. 15, 17) from sins against our neighbour (Lev. 6:2-3). We are often less concerned about the first than about the second. It should be the other way round. Concerning wrong done to another, it was not only necessary to put it right, but also to bring a sacrifice to the LORD (Lev. 6:6; see Ps. 51:4). Conversely, it was not enough only to put oneself right with God. The day when the guilty repentant person offered a sacrifice for his fault, he had also to put the situation right before men (Lev. 6:5). That is what Zacchaeus understood on the red-letter day when Jesus entered his house (Luke 19:8).


June 20

Leviticus 6:8-30

8And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,9Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: It is the burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be burning in it.10And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon his flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar.11And he shall put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto a clean place.12And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.13The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.14And this is the law of the meat offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD, before the altar.15And he shall take of it his handful, of the flour of the meat offering, and of the oil thereof, and all the frankincense which is upon the meat offering, and shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savour, even the memorial of it, unto the LORD.16And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and his sons eat: with unleavened bread shall it be eaten in the holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation they shall eat it.17It shall not be baken with leaven. I have given it unto them for their portion of my offerings made by fire; it is most holy, as is the sin offering, and as the trespass offering.18All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat of it. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations concerning the offerings of the LORD made by fire: every one that toucheth them shall be holy.19And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,20This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer unto the LORD in the day when he is anointed; the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meat offering perpetual, half of it in the morning, and half thereof at night.21In a pan it shall be made with oil; and when it is baken, thou shalt bring it in: and the baken pieces of the meat offering shalt thou offer for a sweet savour unto the LORD.22And the priest of his sons that is anointed in his stead shall offer it: it is a statute for ever unto the LORD, it shall be wholly burnt.23For every meat offering for the priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall not be eaten.24And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,25Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering: In the place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD: it is most holy.26The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation.27Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place.28But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden in a brasen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in water.29All the males among the priests shall eat thereof: it is most holy.30And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be burnt in the fire.


We have noticed the parallel between the four main offerings and the aspects under which the four evangelists present the work of Christ. In John, Jesus is the holy burnt offering, the One whom the Father loved because He laid down His life of Himself (John 10:17-18). Luke makes us wonder at the life of the perfect Man, of which the meal offering speaks. Mark sets before us God's Servant, represented by the sacrifice of consecration, or peace offering. Finally Matthew, more than the others, proclaims Him as He who will "save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21).
Chapters 6 and 7 take up these four types of offerings again, to lay down the law concerning them, in other words, the way in which the priest should offer them. The burnt offerings had to be continual (v. 13), the meal offering was to be "a statute for ever" (v. 18). Yesterday we noticed the fears of the Israelite who was never sure of being made perfect by the same sacrifices offered continually. But ch. 10 of Hebrews shows us the priest "standing daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices", his work never being finished. Then the same chapter presents Jesus who having offered one sacrifice, has sat down at the right hand of God "for ever" (Heb. 10:1, 11-12).


June 21

Leviticus 7:1-21

1Likewise this is the law of the trespass offering: it is most holy.2In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar.3And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards,4And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and the caul that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away:5And the priest shall burn them upon the altar for an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a trespass offering.6Every male among the priests shall eat thereof: it shall be eaten in the holy place: it is most holy.7As the sin offering is, so is the trespass offering: there is one law for them: the priest that maketh atonement therewith shall have it.8And the priest that offereth any man's burnt offering, even the priest shall have to himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath offered.9And all the meat offering that is baken in the oven, and all that is dressed in the fryingpan, and in the pan, shall be the priest's that offereth it.10And every meat offering, mingled with oil, and dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one as much as another.11And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto the LORD.12If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried.13Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offerings.14And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation for an heave offering unto the LORD, and it shall be the priest's that sprinkleth the blood of the peace offerings.15And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning.16But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offereth his sacrifice: and on the morrow also the remainder of it shall be eaten:17But the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burnt with fire.18And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on the third day, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be imputed unto him that offereth it: it shall be an abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall bear his iniquity.19And the flesh that toucheth any unclean thing shall not be eaten; it shall be burnt with fire: and as for the flesh, all that be clean shall eat thereof.20But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, that pertain unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.21Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.


The epistle to the Romans teaches us that God has had to be occupied with two questions: that of sins, up to Romans 5:11, then that of sin up to Romans 8. He has had to condemn the tree as well as the fruits, the sin in our nature just as much as the results it produces. In requiring a sacrifice for the fault (the act committed), and another for sin (root of the act), God teaches us that the work of Christ meets both these needs of the sinner.
The law concerning the sacrifice of peace offerings illustrates the conditions necessary for the realisation of Christian fellowship. It was a question of a sacrifice of thanksgiving (v. 12; 1 Cor. 10:16) of a willing and joyful character (v. 16; 2 Cor. 8:4), free from all contact with that which is unclean (v. 21). While sacrifices for sin were offered because a man was not clean, only the Israelites who were clean (v. 19) had part in the peace offering. Whoever touched the flesh of the sin offering became holy (Lev. 6:27), whereas conversely every impurity soiled the peace offering. We watch over the cleanliness of our food. Let us take still more care that no spiritual pollution comes in to interrupt the communion of which this sacrifice is the picture.


June 22

Leviticus 7:22-38

22And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,23Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of sheep, or of goat.24And the fat of the beast that dieth of itself, and the fat of that which is torn with beasts, may be used in any other use: but ye shall in no wise eat of it.25For whosoever eateth the fat of the beast, of which men offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, even the soul that eateth it shall be cut off from his people.26Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in any of your dwellings.27Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any manner of blood, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.28And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,29Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, He that offereth the sacrifice of his peace offerings unto the LORD shall bring his oblation unto the LORD of the sacrifice of his peace offerings.30His own hands shall bring the offerings of the LORD made by fire, the fat with the breast, it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for a wave offering before the LORD.31And the priest shall burn the fat upon the altar: but the breast shall be Aaron's and his sons'.32And the right shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for an heave offering of the sacrifices of your peace offerings.33He among the sons of Aaron, that offereth the blood of the peace offerings, and the fat, shall have the right shoulder for his part.34For the wave breast and the heave shoulder have I taken of the children of Israel from off the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them unto Aaron the priest and unto his sons by a statute for ever from among the children of Israel.35This is the portion of the anointing of Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons, out of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day when he presented them to minister unto the LORD in the priest's office;36Which the LORD commanded to be given them of the children of Israel, in the day that he anointed them, by a statute for ever throughout their generations.37This is the law of the burnt offering, of the meat offering, and of the sin offering, and of the trespass offering, and of the consecrations, and of the sacrifice of the peace offerings;38Which the LORD commanded Moses in mount Sinai, in the day that he commanded the children of Israel to offer their oblations unto the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.


As a picture of the fellowship of the believer with God and with his brethren, the peace offering was the only offering in which each one received his part. God had His own part, that is the fat and the blood, which bring to mind His rights to our devotion and to the whole of our life. Aaron and his sons had allocated to them the wave breast and the heave shoulder (v. 34), types for the redeemed of affection and strength which appertain to Christ and His own. Finally, the worshipper himself found his sustenance there. And notice that the food of the priests was dependent on the peace offerings. The spiritual energy which the believer is able to deploy in the service of the Lord flows from the communion he enjoys with Him. The two epistles to the Corinthians confirm this. The first epistle is concerned with communion, the second has ministry for its subject. Our service will only be useful and blessed to the extent that we are nourished by the perfect sacrifice of peace offering, and as we, following His example, have yielded our body as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God . . . (Rom. 12:1). That is the secret, according to the same chapter, for proving "what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God" and being able to accomplish it with joy thereafter (vv. 3-8).


June 23

Leviticus 8:1-21

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread;3And gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.4And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.5And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing which the LORD commanded to be done.6And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.7And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith.8And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim and the Thummim.9And he put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did he put the golden plate, the holy crown; as the LORD commanded Moses.10And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was therein, and sanctified them.11And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them.12And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify him.13And Moses brought Aaron's sons, and put coats upon them, and girded them with girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the LORD commanded Moses.14And he brought the bullock for the sin offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering.15And he slew it; and Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it.16And he took all the fat that was upon the inwards, and caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and Moses burned it upon the altar.17But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses.18And he brought the ram for the burnt offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the head of the ram.19And he killed it; and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.20And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the pieces, and the fat.21And he washed the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses burnt the whole ram upon the altar: it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, and an offering made by fire unto the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses.


We have studied in the first seven chapters the subject of the offerings, and now we come to the subject of priesthood. If the sinner needs a sacrifice, the believer, too, needs a priest to exercise the service entrusted to him. Now it is in Christ that we have both the one and the other. It is He who offered Himself, the perfect Victim, to bring us into relationship with God, and He is now also the One who performs the functions of the High Priest to keep us in that relationship. It was necessary that He should become the Sacrifice before becoming the Priest.
We have noted in Exodus 29 the instructions given by the LORD to Moses for the consecration of Aaron and his sons. The moment has come for this ceremony to take place. The whole assembly of Israel is summoned to the entrance of the tabernacle to be present there, and to observe Aaron clad in the garments of glory and beauty. How much grander is the vision which the epistle to the Hebrews, sometimes called "the epistle of the opened heavens" presents with regard to our faith. It invites us to "consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus", clothed in all the glorious attributes of His priesthood (Heb. 3:1).


June 24

Leviticus 8:22-36

22And he brought the other ram, the ram of consecration: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the head of the ram.23And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of Aaron's right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot.24And he brought Aaron's sons, and Moses put of the blood upon the tip of their right ear, and upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the great toes of their right feet: and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.25And he took the fat, and the rump, and all the fat that was upon the inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right shoulder:26And out of the basket of unleavened bread, that was before the LORD, he took one unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and one wafer, and put them on the fat, and upon the right shoulder:27And he put all upon Aaron's hands, and upon his sons' hands, and waved them for a wave offering before the LORD.28And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon the burnt offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savour: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.29And Moses took the breast, and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD: for of the ram of consecration it was Moses' part; as the LORD commanded Moses.30And Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon his sons' garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him.31And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and there eat it with the bread that is in the basket of consecrations, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it.32And that which remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall ye burn with fire.33And ye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation in seven days, until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he consecrate you.34As he hath done this day, so the LORD hath commanded to do, to make an atonement for you.35Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so I am commanded.36So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses.


In this chapter we again find Aaron and his sons together and this takes our thoughts to the One who is not ashamed to associate us with Himself, and to call us His brethren. May God preserve us in all our ways from being ashamed before the world of our relationship with Jesus! (2 Tim. 2:13).
There is often reference in these chapters to offerings being waved. Turning an object over and over allows it to be fully seen in all its facets. We are thus invited to present to God all the aspects of the excellent sacrifice that we bring before Him, speaking to Him of Jesus in all His different glories, and of His work in its varied manifestations.
The breast of the ram of consecration, the special portion of Moses, was also waved. We are thus able to admire in their many aspects the affections of Christ which were the source and power of His devotion to God. "I love the Father", said Jesus, "and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do" (John 14:31). In our lives, the same cause will produce the same result. Love alone will arouse true consecration, in other words, a deep feeling that the Lord has full rights over our hearts and is worthy of complete devotion.


June 25

Leviticus 9:1-24

1And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders of Israel;2And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish, and offer them before the LORD.3And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin offering; and a calf and a lamb, both of the first year, without blemish, for a burnt offering;4Also a bullock and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD; and a meat offering mingled with oil: for to day the LORD will appear unto you.5And they brought that which Moses commanded before the tabernacle of the congregation: and all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD.6And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commanded that ye should do: and the glory of the LORD shall appear unto you.7And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy sin offering, and thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for thyself, and for the people: and offer the offering of the people, and make an atonement for them; as the LORD commanded.8Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and slew the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself.9And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: and he dipped his finger in the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar:10But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the sin offering, he burnt upon the altar; as the LORD commanded Moses.11And the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire without the camp.12And he slew the burnt offering; and Aaron's sons presented unto him the blood, which he sprinkled round about upon the altar.13And they presented the burnt offering unto him, with the pieces thereof, and the head: and he burnt them upon the altar.14And he did wash the inwards and the legs, and burnt them upon the burnt offering on the altar.15And he brought the people's offering, and took the goat, which was the sin offering for the people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the first.16And he brought the burnt offering, and offered it according to the manner.17And he brought the meat offering, and took an handful thereof, and burnt it upon the altar, beside the burnt sacrifice of the morning.18He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings, which was for the people: and Aaron's sons presented unto him the blood, which he sprinkled upon the altar round about,19And the fat of the bullock and of the ram, the rump, and that which covereth the inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver:20And they put the fat upon the breasts, and he burnt the fat upon the altar:21And the breasts and the right shoulder Aaron waved for a wave offering before the LORD; as Moses commanded.22And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and came down from offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings.23And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people.24And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces.


The Epistle to the Hebrews brings before us the High Priest who was suited for us, "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners . . . (Heb. 7:26). What a contrast with Aaron, the "priest taken from among men" mentioned in the same epistle as needing to offer sacrifices for sin not only for the people but also "for himself" (Heb. 5:1-3). That is what we see him doing here. Before being able to occupy himself about the sins of the people, Aaron is obliged to settle before God the question of his own sins. It is a general principle, the importance of which the Lord reminds us of in His "sermon on the mount". To be able to pull out the mote which is in our brother's eye, it is first necessary to cast out the beam in our own eye (Matt. 7:3-5).
The end of the chapter shows us how, once propitiation has been made and the question of sin settled, blessing can come to the people through the Author of it, the glory of God can show itself, and joy can be freely expressed. Such are also the happy consequences of the cross of Christ in our day for the people of God. May God teach us to appreciate them and to respond in the same way!


June 26

Leviticus 10:1-20

1And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.2And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.3Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace.4And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the camp.5So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as Moses had said.6And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath kindled.7And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses.8And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying,9Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations:10And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean;11And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.12And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons that were left, Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and eat it without leaven beside the altar: for it is most holy:13And ye shall eat it in the holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons' due, of the sacrifices of the LORD made by fire: for so I am commanded.14And the wave breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a clean place; thou, and thy sons, and thy daughters with thee: for they be thy due, and thy sons' due, which are given out of the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel.15The heave shoulder and the wave breast shall they bring with the offerings made by fire of the fat, to wave it for a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall be thine, and thy sons' with thee, by a statute for ever; as the LORD hath commanded.16And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron which were left alive, saying,17Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy place, seeing it is most holy, and God hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD?18Behold, the blood of it was not brought in within the holy place: ye should indeed have eaten it in the holy place, as I commanded.19And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD; and such things have befallen me: and if I had eaten the sin offering to day, should it have been accepted in the sight of the LORD?20And when Moses heard that, he was content.


We were reminded in ch. 9 that it was possible for priests "taken from among men" to sin. Sadly, we do not have to go very far to prove the truth of this. On each occasion that God has put man into a new relationship, he has been proved incapable of facing up to it. Up till now, every detail has been carried out "as the LORD commanded", (an expression repeated fourteen times in ch. 8 and 9). But now Nadab and Abihu, the two eldest sons of Aaron, do that which "the LORD . . . commanded them not" (v. 1). Only just consecrated, they bring before the LORD strange fire, not coming from the altar. The solemn chastisement which followed reminds us how serious it is to substitute our own will for the Word of God (cf. 2 Sam. 6:3 . . . , the incident of the ark placed on a new cart, followed by the death of Uzzah). Just so, fleshly thoughts which excite the emotions (strong drink) are not to be tolerated in rendering worship to God. Blatantly to despise known truths brings the transgressor under the government of God. On the other hand, as the end of this chapter shows, the LORD is full of mercy towards the ignorant and those out of the way, as well as toward those who bow under His discipline.


June 27

Leviticus 11:1-28

1And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying unto them,2Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall eat among all the beasts that are on the earth.3Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat.4Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you.5And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you.6And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you.7And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to you.8Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they are unclean to you.9These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat.10And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of any living thing which is in the waters, they shall be an abomination unto you:11They shall be even an abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, but ye shall have their carcases in abomination.12Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that shall be an abomination unto you.13And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray,14And the vulture, and the kite after his kind;15Every raven after his kind;16And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,17And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,18And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle,19And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.20All fowls that creep, going upon all four, shall be an abomination unto you.21Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon all four, which have legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth;22Even these of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind.23But all other flying creeping things, which have four feet, shall be an abomination unto you.24And for these ye shall be unclean: whosoever toucheth the carcase of them shall be unclean until the even.25And whosoever beareth ought of the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even.26The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted, nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall be unclean.27And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be unclean until the even.28And he that beareth the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: they are unclean unto you.


As the Lord Jesus explains, it is not the things which enter into a man which defile him, but those which come out of him (Mark 7:15). So this distinction between clean and unclean animals has only a spiritual application for the Christian. Four groups of animals are considered in this chapter: quadrupeds, fish, birds and reptiles. To be clean, the first had to combine two conditions: to chew the cud and to have a cloven hoof. The cleanliness of the believer depends both on the way in which he is nourished, and the way he walks.
For fish two features are also necessary: fins and scales. Without the first, how can it keep direction, how can it struggle against the force of the current? And without scales, the body is not protected. To resist the attraction of the world and all it offers is the means by which a young believer can remain clean.
The unclean birds were those eating flesh and those eating anything without distinction. If we give rein in our spirit to that which comes from the flesh, or if we are careless about reading matter or things presented by the media, we shall inevitably be defiled by these things.
Finally, there are the reptiles and the animals which are classed with them – a picture of the power of evil, "the abominable thing"! "Abhor that which is evil" Romans 12:9 enjoins on us.


June 28

Leviticus 11:29-47

29These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind,30And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the mole.31These are unclean to you among all that creep: whosoever doth touch them, when they be dead, shall be unclean until the even.32And upon whatsoever any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; whether it be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or skin, or sack, whatsoever vessel it be, wherein any work is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the even; so it shall be cleansed.33And every earthen vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, whatsoever is in it shall be unclean; and ye shall break it.34Of all meat which may be eaten, that on which such water cometh shall be unclean: and all drink that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean.35And every thing whereupon any part of their carcase falleth shall be unclean; whether it be oven, or ranges for pots, they shall be broken down: for they are unclean, and shall be unclean unto you.36Nevertheless a fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty of water, shall be clean: but that which toucheth their carcase shall be unclean.37And if any part of their carcase fall upon any sowing seed which is to be sown, it shall be clean.38But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcase fall thereon, it shall be unclean unto you.39And if any beast, of which ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the carcase thereof shall be unclean until the even.40And he that eateth of the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: he also that beareth the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even.41And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth shall be an abomination; it shall not be eaten.42Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon all four, or whatsoever hath more feet among all creeping things that creep upon the earth, them ye shall not eat; for they are an abomination.43Ye shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing that creepeth, neither shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled thereby.44For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.45For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.46This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth:47To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.


Observing reptiles and animals which "creep" on the earth, we recognize certain aspects and moral dangers of which we have to beware. The mole and the mouse injure young plants, destroying the roots; the different species of lizards perhaps suggest the numerous ways in which people parade themselves to attract attention; the chameleon suggests those who always assume the style of their environment: Christians among Christians, worldly men in the company of the world's society.
Vv. 32-40 show how the best and most useful things can be spoilt by that which comes from the "serpent". May the Lord teach us to watch over our souls and make use of the never failing provision which He has made available to us: a fountain, a well, a supply of water, pictures of the divine Word, always remaining clean. A godly Israelite always took care to preserve himself from all common or unclean food (Acts 10:14). Let us have a conscience no less tender to distinguish what is spiritually clean from that which is unclean, between that which is able to nourish our soul and that which can poison it. And may the Lord give us a single eye, and a heart completely overwhelmed by His love!


June 29

Leviticus 12:1-8; Leviticus 13:1-8

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.3And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.4And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled.5But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days.6And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest:7Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female.8And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.
1And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying,2When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or a bright spot, and it be in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy; then he shall be brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests:3And the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and when the hair in the plague is turned white, and the plague in sight be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy: and the priest shall look on him, and pronounce him unclean.4If the bright spot be white in the skin of his flesh, and in sight be not deeper than the skin, and the hair thereof be not turned white; then the priest shall shut up him that hath the plague seven days:5And the priest shall look on him the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague in his sight be at a stay, and the plague spread not in the skin; then the priest shall shut him up seven days more:6And the priest shall look on him again the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague be somewhat dark, and the plague spread not in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean: it is but a scab: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.7But if the scab spread much abroad in the skin, after that he hath been seen of the priest for his cleansing, he shall be seen of the priest again:8And if the priest see that, behold, the scab spreadeth in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a leprosy.


In order to show us that Divine resources made provision in advance for the appearance of sin, Leviticus considers the sacrifices and the priesthood before sin itself. Ch. 11 teaches us to be watchful so as not to be contaminated by uncleanness from without. But evil is not only around us, it is equally within us; our enemy is already inside. Ch. 12 makes us aware of its hereditary character: "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." (Ps. 51:5). Adam's sinful nature has been handed down to all his race; a little new-born child is potentially a sinner before committing any guilty act, and he needs Christ's sacrifice just as an adult does.
Ch. 13 and 14 deal with leprosy, which always represents sin as defilement. Leprosy: an illness which destroys the body, is contagious, causes fear, deadens the sense of touch and which could not be cured! In God's eyes, sin presents corresponding features; it expresses itself in actions, in words, alas! even in believers – we know it only too well!
Examples: Miriam – calumny (Num. 12:10) Gehazi – greed and lies (2 Kings 5:27) Uzziah – spiritual pride (2 Chron. 26:20)


June 30

Leviticus 13:9-28

9When the plague of leprosy is in a man, then he shall be brought unto the priest;10And the priest shall see him: and, behold, if the rising be white in the skin, and it have turned the hair white, and there be quick raw flesh in the rising;11It is an old leprosy in the skin of his flesh, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean, and shall not shut him up: for he is unclean.12And if a leprosy break out abroad in the skin, and the leprosy cover all the skin of him that hath the plague from his head even to his foot, wheresoever the priest looketh;13Then the priest shall consider: and, behold, if the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: it is all turned white: he is clean.14But when raw flesh appeareth in him, he shall be unclean.15And the priest shall see the raw flesh, and pronounce him to be unclean: for the raw flesh is unclean: it is a leprosy.16Or if the raw flesh turn again, and be changed unto white, he shall come unto the priest;17And the priest shall see him: and, behold, if the plague be turned into white; then the priest shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: he is clean.18The flesh also, in which, even in the skin thereof, was a boil, and is healed,19And in the place of the boil there be a white rising, or a bright spot, white, and somewhat reddish, and it be shewed to the priest;20And if, when the priest seeth it, behold, it be in sight lower than the skin, and the hair thereof be turned white; the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a plague of leprosy broken out of the boil.21But if the priest look on it, and, behold, there be no white hairs therein, and if it be not lower than the skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest shall shut him up seven days:22And if it spread much abroad in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a plague.23But if the bright spot stay in his place, and spread not, it is a burning boil; and the priest shall pronounce him clean.24Or if there be any flesh, in the skin whereof there is a hot burning, and the quick flesh that burneth have a white bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white;25Then the priest shall look upon it: and, behold, if the hair in the bright spot be turned white, and it be in sight deeper than the skin; it is a leprosy broken out of the burning: wherefore the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is the plague of leprosy.26But if the priest look on it, and, behold, there be no white hair in the bright spot, and it be no lower than the other skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest shall shut him up seven days:27And the priest shall look upon him the seventh day: and if it be spread much abroad in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is the plague of leprosy.28And if the bright spot stay in his place, and spread not in the skin, but it be somewhat dark; it is a rising of the burning, and the priest shall pronounce him clean: for it is an inflammation of the burning.


So that leprosy should be diagnosed, the sick person had to show two symptoms: white skin brings to mind spiritual decline, which is derived from loss of communion with the Lord; the more deeply-seated condition shown in the flesh would indicate that a spiritual defect is involved and would betray a grave evil. But here we find a paradox: whilst a single stain was enough to establish the uncleanness of the leper, from the moment when he found himself entirely covered with the disease he could be pronounced clean! That's the way it is; just as the poor leper, who for so long was obliged to keep the infected areas covered, now was no longer able to conceal anything, even so when a man is constrained to confess himself altogether unclean, God can pronounce him clean in virtue of the work of Christ. "I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid", says the Psalmist, ". . . and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin" (Ps. 32:5). But every indication of "raw flesh" showed fresh contamination: this typifies the fruitless efforts of the old nature to improve itself. In Luke 5, a man "full of leprosy" who came to Jesus was immediately cleansed; so is every sinner who admits his wretched condition and calls upon His love.
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Leviticus 13:29-44

29If a man or woman have a plague upon the head or the beard;30Then the priest shall see the plague: and, behold, if it be in sight deeper than the skin; and there be in it a yellow thin hair; then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a dry scall, even a leprosy upon the head or beard.31And if the priest look on the plague of the scall, and, behold, it be not in sight deeper than the skin, and that there is no black hair in it; then the priest shall shut up him that hath the plague of the scall seven days:32And in the seventh day the priest shall look on the plague: and, behold, if the scall spread not, and there be in it no yellow hair, and the scall be not in sight deeper than the skin;33He shall be shaven, but the scall shall he not shave; and the priest shall shut up him that hath the scall seven days more:34And in the seventh day the priest shall look on the scall: and, behold, if the scall be not spread in the skin, nor be in sight deeper than the skin; then the priest shall pronounce him clean: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.35But if the scall spread much in the skin after his cleansing;36Then the priest shall look on him: and, behold, if the scall be spread in the skin, the priest shall not seek for yellow hair; he is unclean.37But if the scall be in his sight at a stay, and that there is black hair grown up therein; the scall is healed, he is clean: and the priest shall pronounce him clean.38If a man also or a woman have in the skin of their flesh bright spots, even white bright spots;39Then the priest shall look: and, behold, if the bright spots in the skin of their flesh be darkish white; it is a freckled spot that groweth in the skin; he is clean.40And the man whose hair is fallen off his head, he is bald; yet is he clean.41And he that hath his hair fallen off from the part of his head toward his face, he is forehead bald: yet is he clean.42And if there be in the bald head, or bald forehead, a white reddish sore; it is a leprosy sprung up in his bald head, or his bald forehead.43Then the priest shall look upon it: and, behold, if the rising of the sore be white reddish in his bald head, or in his bald forehead, as the leprosy appeareth in the skin of the flesh;44He is a leprous man, he is unclean: the priest shall pronounce him utterly unclean; his plague is in his head.


Certain spots, certain skin diseases, could be misleading. The sick person was then shut in for seven days, then examined to make sure whether or not a leprosy sore was present. Let us never judge hastily! Let us take care to think well of others rather than attribute bad motives to them at the outset. "Love . . . thinketh no evil." (1 Cor. 13:5). Notice that the sick man had not given his opinion. It was the priest who saw then pronounced on the nature of the sore. What the man thought of his own case was of no consequence. He might feel nothing, even believe himself in perfect health, yet all the time be seriously ill. How many people are unaware that they have fallen victim to the sickness of sin. They have never considered their condition in the light of the Word of God; they have never shown themselves to the Priest. He it is who establishes man's guilt and declares him hopelessly lost. "Cease ye from man . . . for wherein is he to be accounted of?" (Isa. 2:22). But the Priest who pronounces thus on our condition is also the One who has made it His concern in grace, as the Great Physician, and has given us a complete healing for our souls (Luke 5:31).
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Leviticus 13:45-59

45And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.46All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.47The garment also that the plague of leprosy is in, whether it be a woollen garment, or a linen garment;48Whether it be in the warp, or woof; of linen, or of woollen; whether in a skin, or in any thing made of skin;49And if the plague be greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; it is a plague of leprosy, and shall be shewed unto the priest:50And the priest shall look upon the plague, and shut up it that hath the plague seven days:51And he shall look on the plague on the seventh day: if the plague be spread in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in a skin, or in any work that is made of skin; the plague is a fretting leprosy; it is unclean.52He shall therefore burn that garment, whether warp or woof, in woollen or in linen, or any thing of skin, wherein the plague is: for it is a fretting leprosy; it shall be burnt in the fire.53And if the priest shall look, and, behold, the plague be not spread in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin;54Then the priest shall command that they wash the thing wherein the plague is, and he shall shut it up seven days more:55And the priest shall look on the plague, after that it is washed: and, behold, if the plague have not changed his colour, and the plague be not spread; it is unclean; thou shalt burn it in the fire; it is fret inward, whether it be bare within or without.56And if the priest look, and, behold, the plague be somewhat dark after the washing of it; then he shall rend it out of the garment, or out of the skin, or out of the warp, or out of the woof:57And if it appear still in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; it is a spreading plague: thou shalt burn that wherein the plague is with fire.58And the garment, either warp, or woof, or whatsoever thing of skin it be, which thou shalt wash, if the plague be departed from them, then it shall be washed the second time, and shall be clean.59This is the law of the plague of leprosy in a garment of woollen or linen, either in the warp, or woof, or any thing of skins, to pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it unclean.


Terrible was the condition of lepers in Israel: put outside the camp without the hope of ever returning, separated from their own people, obliged to proclaim from afar their miserable condition: "Unclean, unclean". Excluded from the congregation, it is a picture of what we were, people of the nations, "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel . . . having no hope". "But now", announces the apostle, "ye . . . are made nigh by the blood of Christ". (Eph. 2:12-13). This leads us to the work of purification described in Leviticus 14. The Gospels show us a number of these poor lepers imploring the Master's pity. And He, full of compassion, laid his hands on them to cleanse them without being Himself defiled by the contact. Not only was He able, but in His love He was willing to make them perfectly clean. (Matt. 8:1-3; see also Luke 17:11 . . .). In the same way this dear Saviour can and will still today cleanse from all his sins whoever confesses himself unclean.
Leprosy in a garment (vv. 47-59) represents evil which can worm its way into our habits and into our witness. May the Lord give us watchfulness in order to confess it and the courage to "burn" it, in other words to judge it as soon as it appears.
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Leviticus 14:1-13

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest:3And the priest shall go forth out of the camp; and the priest shall look, and, behold, if the plague of leprosy be healed in the leper;4Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop:5And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water:6As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water:7And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.8And he that is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair, and wash himself in water, that he may be clean: and after that he shall come into the camp, and shall tarry abroad out of his tent seven days.9But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave off: and he shall wash his clothes, also he shall wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean.10And on the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deals of fine flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and one log of oil.11And the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man that is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:12And the priest shall take one he lamb, and offer him for a trespass offering, and the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the LORD:13And he shall slay the lamb in the place where he shall kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the holy place: for as the sin offering is the priest's, so is the trespass offering: it is most holy:


The day of the cleansing of the leper has arrived. He is brought before the priest. Notice the inconspicuous but indispensable role of the friend who brings the sick man to the one who is going to pronounce him clean. It is precious to be used by God to lead sinners to the Lord Jesus. It is a service that even a young Christian can fulfil (John 1:42, 46).
But if the priest had stayed in the tabernacle or in the camp, the leper, who had been put outside, would never have been able to meet him. The priest, therefore, went outside the camp (v. 3). To meet the sinner, Jesus left the glory. We could not take one step towards Him, and so He has come all the way to reach us. How could the prodigal son have entered his father's house dirty and in rags? His father went out to meet him and had him dressed in the best robe while he was still outside.
As to the details of the cleansing process, the two birds together speak to us of the Divine remedy applicable to the sin of every man: the Lord's death, the first bird was killed; His resurrection, the second bird flew away, stained with the blood which it carried up to the sky to place it symbolically before the eyes of a satisfied God.
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Leviticus 14:14-32

14And the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot:15And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand:16And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD:17And of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering:18And the remnant of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall pour upon the head of him that is to be cleansed: and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD.19And the priest shall offer the sin offering, and make an atonement for him that is to be cleansed from his uncleanness; and afterward he shall kill the burnt offering:20And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the meat offering upon the altar: and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he shall be clean.21And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for a trespass offering to be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil;22And two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as he is able to get; and the one shall be a sin offering, and the other a burnt offering.23And he shall bring them on the eighth day for his cleansing unto the priest, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the LORD.24And the priest shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD:25And he shall kill the lamb of the trespass offering, and the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot:26And the priest shall pour of the oil into the palm of his own left hand:27And the priest shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD:28And the priest shall put of the oil that is in his hand upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the place of the blood of the trespass offering:29And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put upon the head of him that is to be cleansed, to make an atonement for him before the LORD.30And he shall offer the one of the turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, such as he can get;31Even such as he is able to get, the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, with the meat offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for him that is to be cleansed before the LORD.32This is the law of him in whom is the plague of leprosy, whose hand is not able to get that which pertaineth to his cleansing.


"He shall be clean", conclude vv. 9 and 20. Here again it is not a matter of the opinion of the cleansed leper. God pronounces pure and holy the born again sinner for whom His word must be sufficient, even if he himself experiences neither emotion nor particular feeling. "Ye are washed . . . sanctified . . . justified in the name of the Lord Jesus" states the Scripture (1 Cor. 6:11).
As well as the birds which speak of the work of God for us, two other things were required which speak of His work in us: the water, cleansing power of the Word, and the razor. The leper shaved his hair, his beard, his eyebrows. All that spoke of man's natural strength was discarded. This work of the Spirit, which leads us to judge what our old nature produces, is called deliverance.
The blood of the sacrifice was applied to the ear, to the hand and to the foot of the cleansed leper, exactly as had been done to the priest on the day of his consecration (Ex. 29:20) and the same had to be done with the oil. But in addition the leper was anointed with oil (v. 18). Amazing thing, he alone out of all Israel was in company with kings and priests in receiving this holy unction: type of the operation of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the redeemed! (1 John 2:20).
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Leviticus 14:33-57

33And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,34When ye be come into the land of Canaan, which I give to you for a possession, and I put the plague of leprosy in a house of the land of your possession;35And he that owneth the house shall come and tell the priest, saying, It seemeth to me there is as it were a plague in the house:36Then the priest shall command that they empty the house, before the priest go into it to see the plague, that all that is in the house be not made unclean: and afterward the priest shall go in to see the house:37And he shall look on the plague, and, behold, if the plague be in the walls of the house with hollow strakes, greenish or reddish, which in sight are lower than the wall;38Then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house, and shut up the house seven days:39And the priest shall come again the seventh day, and shall look: and, behold, if the plague be spread in the walls of the house;40Then the priest shall command that they take away the stones in which the plague is, and they shall cast them into an unclean place without the city:41And he shall cause the house to be scraped within round about, and they shall pour out the dust that they scrape off without the city into an unclean place:42And they shall take other stones, and put them in the place of those stones; and he shall take other morter, and shall plaister the house.43And if the plague come again, and break out in the house, after that he hath taken away the stones, and after he hath scraped the house, and after it is plaistered;44Then the priest shall come and look, and, behold, if the plague be spread in the house, it is a fretting leprosy in the house: it is unclean.45And he shall break down the house, the stones of it, and the timber thereof, and all the morter of the house; and he shall carry them forth out of the city into an unclean place.46Moreover he that goeth into the house all the while that it is shut up shall be unclean until the even.47And he that lieth in the house shall wash his clothes; and he that eateth in the house shall wash his clothes.48And if the priest shall come in, and look upon it, and, behold, the plague hath not spread in the house, after the house was plaistered: then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, because the plague is healed.49And he shall take to cleanse the house two birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop:50And he shall kill the one of the birds in an earthen vessel over running water:51And he shall take the cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in the running water, and sprinkle the house seven times:52And he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird, and with the running water, and with the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with the hyssop, and with the scarlet:53But he shall let go the living bird out of the city into the open fields, and make an atonement for the house: and it shall be clean.54This is the law for all manner of plague of leprosy, and scall,55And for the leprosy of a garment, and of a house,56And for a rising, and for a scab, and for a bright spot:57To teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean: this is the law of leprosy.


Leprosy in the house is a type of sin in an assembly, or even in that which bears the name of Church, Christendom in its entirety. Taking a close look at the church at Ephesus in ch. 2 of the Revelation, we there discern, or rather the Lord, (the great Priest whose eyes are like a flame of fire) discerns there already a small suspicious spot: the leaving of first love. Everything else seems good: works, labour, patience; but see what becomes of that small beginning: real leprosy at Pergamos, where certain stones in the house are tainted with the "doctrine of Balaam", others with that of the Nicolaitanes. Then, evil develops like leaven at Thyatira, at Sardis, until, at Laodicea, which marks the final state of the responsible Church, the Lord is obliged to announce, "I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Rev. 3:16). The "great house" of professing Christendom will be rejected, demolished.
Leviticus 15 develops the subject of defilement. In the type of the "issue" it shows us everything in our everyday life which our detestable natural character is capable of allowing to escape, to poison both our surroundings and ourselves. The remedy exists to cleanse us from it: it is the priesthood exercised on our behalf by the Lord Jesus (vv. 15, 30).
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Leviticus 16:1-14

1And the LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered before the LORD, and died;2And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.3Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.4He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on.5And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.6And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his house.7And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.8And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.9And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD's lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.10But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.11And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and shall make an atonement for himself, and for his house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering which is for himself:12And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail:13And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:14And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times.


Aaron receives at this point instructions for a special occasion, that of the great Day of Atonement (see 23:27). It is to this event that Hebrews 9 refers (read vv. 7, 12, 25). Once a year, after having offered a sacrifice for himself, the high priest offered another sacrifice for all the sins of the people committed during the year. Then he brought the blood of this sacrifice within the veil, and sprinkled it on the mercy seat. This act gives its name to the mercy seat. "It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul" (Lev. 17:11). The claims of God's throne were met and He could look with favour on His people. Not that the blood of a goat could have power to wipe out a single one of all the sins that the people had committed during a whole year, but it spoke to God beforehand of the precious blood of His Lamb.
Contrary to what we might have thought, it was not in the garments of glory and beauty that Aaron was to present himself before the LORD. He divested himself of all glory in the presence of the glory of God, and could only appear there dressed in fine linen, symbol of practical righteousness (v. 4, Rev. 19:8).
The sweet odour of the incense accompanied Aaron within the veil; in the same way Christ has entered into the Holiest, offering to God the sweet perfume of all His excellent glories.
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Leviticus 16:15-22

15Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:16And he shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness.17And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.18And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the LORD, and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about.19And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.20And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat:21And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness:22And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.


The priest entered within the veil, surrounded by a cloud of incense, whilst the people waited in fear outside. Would the LORD accept the sacrifice? If something was not in order, would not Aaron perish like his two elder sons? What relief at the moment when he reappeared, his service accomplished! Prophetically this scene will be fulfilled when, coming in glory for Israel, Christ will appear to them that look for Him "the second time without sin unto salvation." (Heb. 9:28).
The live goat had still to be dealt with. The first, the one on which the LORD'S lot had fallen (v. 9) had been offered for a sin-offering before God. The second, the scapegoat, carried away the sin which was on the people's conscience. This is why all the sins were confessed over its head and it carried them away for ever into a land not inhabited (read Ps. 103:12 and Heb. 8:12 quoted from Jer. 31:34). The first goat served to make propitiation; it was for all. The second speaks to us of substitution: of a victim bearing the sins of many (Heb. 9:28) that is to say of only those who, confessing their sins (v. 21) appropriate by faith the worth of the victim. Christ's sacrifice has this double character.
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Leviticus 16:23-34

23And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall put off the linen garments, which he put on when he went into the holy place, and shall leave them there:24And he shall wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, and make an atonement for himself, and for the people.25And the fat of the sin offering shall he burn upon the altar.26And he that let go the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come into the camp.27And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung.28And he that burneth them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp.29And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you:30For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.31It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever.32And the priest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall consecrate to minister in the priest's office in his father's stead, shall make the atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, even the holy garments:33And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation.34And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.


See how great and how intricate for the high priest and his sons was the work necessary for taking away sins. Then again all this service was only effective for one year. In fact the source of the sins, the heart of man, was not cleansed even for a year, and this wicked heart could not fail still to produce wicked actions throughout the new year. It was always necessary to repeat these sacrifices over again, the high priest handing down his office from father to son "because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death" (Heb. 7:23-25).
How much greater is the work of Christ in all its reality, in all its scope, demanding the sacrifice of Himself! In order to take away the sin of the world, to cancel all its consequences, but also to reach its source — the heart of man — and to cleanse it, Jesus has "an unchangeable priesthood". No one else can have the smallest share in His work. What were the people doing during this great work of the high priest? They could not and should not do anything except afflict their souls. A work was accomplished on their behalf on which they rested. Well, that also is all you have to do, dear reader: rest upon the all-sufficient and perfect work of the Lord Jesus.
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Leviticus 17:1-16

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto them; This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, saying,3What man soever there be of the house of Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or that killeth it out of the camp,4And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer an offering unto the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD; blood shall be imputed unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his people:5To the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices, which they offer in the open field, even that they may bring them unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest, and offer them for peace offerings unto the LORD.6And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and burn the fat for a sweet savour unto the LORD.7And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations.8And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth a burnt offering of sacrifice,9And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer it unto the LORD; even that man shall be cut off from among his people.10And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people.11For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.12Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.13And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust.14For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.15And every soul that eateth that which died of itself, or that which was torn with beasts, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even: then shall he be clean.16But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear his iniquity.


God reserves to Himself the right to the blood (see Lev. 7:26-27). From this time forward the blood of the sacrifices, renewed each year, is found before His eye in the most holy place (ch. 16). And this blood, indispensable for the maintenance of the relationship between Himself and the people, speaks constantly to God's heart of the work of His beloved Son.
Several passages of Scripture establish the virtues of the blood of Christ. It "makes atonement for the soul" (v. 11). It "cleanseth from all sin" (1 John 1:7). The smallest fault that we have committed must be purged by this blood and cannot otherwise be so. By it we have been redeemed . . . out of every nation (Rev. 5:9), redeemed . . . from our vain conversation (1 Peter 1:18-19), washed (Rev. 1:5), justified (Rom. 5:9), reconciled (Col. 1:20), sanctified (Heb. 13:12), brought nigh (Eph. 2:13); by it a way has been opened right into the holiest (Heb. 10:19). By it also victory has been won for us (Rev. 12:11).
Precious blood of Jesus! Its virtue, its efficacy, is a stone of stumbling to those who do not lay hold of it by simple faith, but for the redeemed it is an eternal theme for praise and worship. "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood . . . to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever! Amen." (Rev. 1:5-6).


July 10

Leviticus 18:1-5; Leviticus 19:1-19 

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God.3After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.4Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD your God.5Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.
1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.3Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.4Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD your God.5And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, ye shall offer it at your own will.6It shall be eaten the same day ye offer it, and on the morrow: and if ought remain until the third day, it shall be burnt in the fire.7And if it be eaten at all on the third day, it is abominable; it shall not be accepted.8Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear his iniquity, because he hath profaned the hallowed thing of the LORD: and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.9And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest.10And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God.11Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another.12And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.13Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning.14Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am the LORD.15Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.16Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD.17Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.18Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.19Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind: thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed: neither shall a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee.


The ordinances contained in these chapters have in view the practical holiness of the LORD's people. They comprise mercy (v. 10), honesty and truth (vv. 11, 12), righteousness (vv. 13-15), goodwill and love (vv. 16-18). It is humbling to find the same warnings addressed to Christians in the Epistles, such as those to the Ephesians and the Colossians. This proves that the old nature in a child of God is no better than that in an Israelite in former times. "After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do", so begins ch. 18 before enumerating the defilements of the flesh that the LORD abominates. "This I say therefore . . .", the apostle Paul teaches the Ephesians, "that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind . . . who being past feeling have given themselves over to lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness." (Eph. 4:17-19; comp. also vv. 25 and 28 with Lev. 19:11). "Walk in love", concludes the apostle (Eph. 5:2) and it is also the conclusion offered by v. 18: ". . . thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself". The Lord Jesus quoted this verse and illustrated it perfectly Himself. For this reason James calls it "the royal law" (that of the King) "according to the Scripture"! (Luke 10:28-37; James 2:8).


July 11

Leviticus 19:26-37; Leviticus 20:22-27 

26Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times.27Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard.28Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD.29Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a whore; lest the land fall to whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness.30Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.31Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.32Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD.33And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.34But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.35Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.36Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.37Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: I am the LORD.
22Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out.23And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them.24But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, which have separated you from other people.25Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean.26And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.27A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.


This section of the book, comprising ch. 19 and 20, declares throughout that Israel were to be the holy people of a holy God. And almost every one of the commandments these chapters contain ends with the reminder "I am the LORD your God". How much more should those who today form part of the family of God reproduce the holiness of the "holy Father" whose children they are (John 17:11). Peter quotes Lev. 19:2, and concludes it with the words, "But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy" (1 Peter 1:15-16). Here it is not just "for I am holy", but "as". What a standard that sets for us!
V. 32 brings to our attention the respect due to the aged, a matter to which a young Christian must never fail to take heed. Our Christianity must be evident in all our comportment; not only in our abstention from the horrible sins that God is obliged to denounce in His Word, but in the thousand details in which love and practical righteousness are to be exercised (vv. 34-36). Let us never forget that we have been called by the worthy name of Christ (James 2:7), so that our conduct according to what it is, either honours or dishonours that precious name.


July 12

Leviticus 21:1-24

1And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people:2But for his kin, that is near unto him, that is, for his mother, and for his father, and for his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother,3And for his sister a virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for her may he be defiled.4But he shall not defile himself, being a chief man among his people, to profane himself.5They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.6They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy.7They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.8Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto thee: for I the LORD, which sanctify you, am holy.9And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.10And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend his clothes;11Neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor defile himself for his father, or for his mother;12Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the LORD.13And he shall take a wife in her virginity.14A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.15Neither shall he profane his seed among his people: for I the LORD do sanctify him.16And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,17Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed in their generations that hath any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God.18For whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or any thing superfluous,19Or a man that is brokenfooted, or brokenhanded,20Or crookbackt, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones broken;21No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God.22He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy.23Only he shall not go in unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do sanctify them.24And Moses told it unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel.


In the same way in which the simple fact of belonging to Aaron's family conferred the title of priest, all the redeemed of the Lord are today worshippers. On the other hand a priest could be disqualified in respect of the fulfilment of his service. Contact with death, a marriage not according to God, an incurable physical defect, deprived the son of Aaron of his holy functions. He was authorised to feed on the bread of God just like his brothers (v. 22), but he did not know the joy of serving Him. Alas! many Christians are in this position. Those who are blind in the sense of 2 Peter 1:9, or lame in the sense of Hebrews 12:13, whilst retaining their title and privilege as children of God, cannot perform as they ought their service as worshippers. And this is a great loss, not only for them, but first of all for the Lord.
If our High Priest bears graciously with the defects and infirmities of His people (ch. 21, confirmed by Heb. 4:15), He cannot on the other hand be associated with that in them which in ch. 22 represents an actual sin: an issue or leprosy (v. 4). Such defilement on the part of a believer deprives him of the enjoyment of "holy things".


July 13

Leviticus 22:17-33 

17And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,18Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto them, Whatsoever he be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, that will offer his oblation for all his vows, and for all his freewill offerings, which they will offer unto the LORD for a burnt offering;19Ye shall offer at your own will a male without blemish, of the beeves, of the sheep, or of the goats.20But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you.21And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD to accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein.22Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto the LORD.23Either a bullock or a lamb that hath any thing superfluous or lacking in his parts, that mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted.24Ye shall not offer unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or broken, or cut; neither shall ye make any offering thereof in your land.25Neither from a stranger's hand shall ye offer the bread of your God of any of these; because their corruption is in them, and blemishes be in them: they shall not be accepted for you.26And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,27When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days under the dam; and from the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offering made by fire unto the LORD.28And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her young both in one day.29And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, offer it at your own will.30On the same day it shall be eaten up; ye shall leave none of it until the morrow: I am the LORD.31Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am the LORD.32Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you,33That brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD.


From 21:1 to 22:16, God makes provision for the preservation of a priesthood without blemish, whilst in vv. 17-33 He is concerned with the quality of offerings. How sad it is that He should be obliged to insist: "You shall not offer Me an animal that is sick or which has a blemish". Notwithstanding these instructions that should not have been necessary, the prophet Malachi tells us that the people did bring such offerings. To act like this was a two-fold sin: first because it amounted to despising the LORD. That which nobody would have dared to offer to the governor (Mal. 1:8), which had no market value, was found good enough for God. Secondly because all these sacrifices, speaking of Christ, the perfect Victim, must be without blemish. And we, dear Christian friends, what do we set aside for the Lord of our time, of our energy, of our intelligence, of our money? The best, or simply what is left over, what we have no other use for?
In contrast to sacrifices for sin, which were necessary and obligatory, we are concerned here with sacrifices of thanksgiving, freewill offerings, those that are optional. Neither does God insist on anything from us; nothing is forced. But the more the love of Jesus has taken hold of our hearts, the more careful we shall be as to what we offer to Him in return.


July 14

Leviticus 23:1-14

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.3Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.4These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons.5In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.6And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.7In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.8But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.9And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,10Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:11And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.12And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.13And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin.14And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.


This chapter constitutes the calendar of Jehovah's "holy convocations", otherwise called feasts, which took place annually. They were seven in number, in addition to the Sabbath, the weekly day of rest which is dealt with in the first place. It has been remarked that these feasts, in their sequence, unfold before our eyes Israel's history from the time of the cross, God's counsels concerning this nation, His counsels concerning the Church (although in a somewhat veiled fashion), and finally His counsels concerning His Son. Everything started at the Passover. The starting point of blessing for Israel, for the Church, as also for every man's happiness, is the cross. Immediately afterwards, the feast of unleavened bread calls to mind Him who knew no sin and whose separation from evil must be reproduced in the Assembly's daily life, indeed in each one of the redeemed. The "old leaven" must be purged out, for we are "unleavened", as Paul reminds the Corinthians (1 Cor. 5:7).
Next comes the feast of firstfruits. The waving of the first sheaf is once again Christ, triumphant in resurrection, firstborn from among the dead, presented to God according to the various aspects of His glories, "to be accepted for us" (v. 11).


July 15

Leviticus 23:15-22

15And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:16Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.17Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.18And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD.19Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings.20And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.21And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.22And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God.


Fifty days separated the feast of firstfruits from that of weeks or Pentecost. Both took place the day after the Sabbath, that is to say on the first day of the week. We know that after His resurrection, before ascending to heaven, the Lord appeared on several occasions to His disciples to comfort them, to encourage them, and to send them out to preach the Gospel. Then, Acts 2 shows us how the Holy Spirit came down from heaven on the day of Pentecost to dwell in the Church. The two wave loaves mentioned in v. 17 are a symbol of this Church, composed of Christians, both Jews and Gentiles. But those who form part of it are still on earth; that is why leaven, a type of sin, was to be present in the loaves.
Such are the "firstfruits" of the work of the cross, presented to God by the priest. And Jesus, speaking of Himself as the "corn of wheat" which must fall into the ground and die, could add, ". . . if it die it bringeth forth much fruit" (John 12:24). The sheaf of firstfruits was the promise of a rich harvest (v. 22). Christ, the risen Man, will not remain alone in the glory. He will come again with rejoicing, bringing His sheaves with Him (Ps. 126:6).


July 16

Leviticus 23:23-44

23And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,24Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.25Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.26And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,27Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.28And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God.29For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.30And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his people.31Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.32It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.33And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,34Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.35On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.36Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein.37These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day:38Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD.39Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.40And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.41And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.42Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths:43That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.44And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.


Historically we find ourselves at the present time in the period which follows Pentecost. Israel is set aside; it is the time of the Church during which the Lord Jesus is gathering together in one the children of God which are scattered abroad (John 11:52). However the day is coming when all Israel will in turn be gathered together. After the rapture of the Church the "memorial of blowing of trumpets" (see also Num. 29:1) will gather the nation together, and will re-unite it in its own country in preparation for the great self-affliction of the sixth feast: the day of Atonement, which corresponds to the ceremonies of ch. 16. Israel in great anguish will wait for the One who is now in the Sanctuary to appear, with His own, unto salvation (Heb. 9:28). And thus we come to the feast of Tabernacles described in detail in our reading. It prefigures the reign of righteousness and peace on the earth that is called the Millennium. Let us count up the number of times the words are repeated in this chapter, "ye shall do no servile work therein". In all the marvellous plan of grace which extends from the cross to the glory, God has reserved to Himself the privilege of doing the work. Man and his efforts are of no avail. It is a divine work. It is "honourable and glorious" (Ps. 111:3).


July 17

Leviticus 24:1-23

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually.3Without the vail of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before the LORD continually: it shall be a statute for ever in your generations.4He shall order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the LORD continually.5And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be in one cake.6And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the LORD.7And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD.8Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken from the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.9And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy unto him of the offerings of the LORD made by fire by a perpetual statute.10And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel strove together in the camp;11And the Israelitish woman's son blasphemed the name of the LORD, and cursed. And they brought him unto Moses: (and his mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:)12And they put him in ward, that the mind of the LORD might be shewed them.13And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,14Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him.15And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin.16And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put to death.17And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.18And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast.19And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him;20Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again.21And he that killeth a beast, he shall restore it: and he that killeth a man, he shall be put to death.22Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country: for I am the LORD your God.23And Moses spake to the children of Israel, that they should bring forth him that had cursed out of the camp, and stone him with stones. And the children of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.


As we have seen there were during the course of the year special occasions for the children of Israel to gather together for feasts. They were only required to present themselves from time to time. On the other hand the service undertaken on their behalf never ceased. The lamps were kept burning continually (v. 3). How good it is to realise that, even when we are too occupied with the affairs of this life to think of heaven, even when our communion is interrupted, the light of Christ, the divine Lamp-stand never ceases to shine before God in all its brilliance. And what does it shine on? Actually the twelve loaves set out on the table, which represent God's people in their entirety, gathered together in perfect order in the holy sanctuary.
The episode of the blasphemer and of his chastisement teaches us how, notwithstanding this privileged position, apostasy will make its appearance among the people and what a terrible punishment it will have. "The name above every name" was blasphemed when the Son of God who had come into the world was insulted, rejected and crucified. It will be so again in the near future when the "man of sin", the Antichrist, will oppose and exalt himself above all that is called God. The Lord Jesus will destroy him by the brightness of His coming. (2 Thess. 2:4, 8).


July 18

Leviticus 25:1-19

1And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD.3Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof;4But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.5That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land.6And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee,7And for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be meat.8And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years.9Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land.10And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family.11A jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed.12For it is the jubile; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field.13In the year of this jubile ye shall return every man unto his possession.14And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest ought of thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one another:15According to the number of years after the jubile thou shalt buy of thy neighbour, and according unto the number of years of the fruits he shall sell unto thee:16According to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and according to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for according to the number of the years of the fruits doth he sell unto thee.17Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I am the LORD your God.18Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety.19And the land shall yield her fruit, and he shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety.


God who has given to man the Sabbath is also mindful of His creation. Every seven years all work on the land must be interrupted to allow the land to rest. And every seven times seven years, each fiftieth year, the sound of the trumpet would be heard in Israel announcing the Jubilee, the restoration of all things. In consequence every transaction, every property purchase, had to take account of the date of the Jubilee next occurring and which must always be borne in mind. Dear children of God, this trumpet for the sound of which all the Israelites – especially those that were oppressed – waited, surely makes us think of the last trumpet with which the Lord will descend from heaven to gather up those who belong to Him (1 Cor. 15:52). Yes, the Lord is coming; let us not forget it! Let us live in this expectation. Let us only give to the things of this earth their relative value. They have a fleeting character; we shall only enjoy them for a time. Let us fix our eyes beyond, on the things which are not seen but which are eternal (2 Cor. 4:18). Let all our decisions, our projects, all that satisfies us, as also our trials, always be marked in our eyes "for a time" viewed in the light of our glorious hope.
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Leviticus 25:20-38

20And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? behold, we shall not sow, nor gather in our increase:21Then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years.22And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store.23The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me.24And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land.25If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold.26And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it;27Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession.28But if he be not able to restore it to him, then that which is sold shall remain in the hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubile: and in the jubile it shall go out, and he shall return unto his possession.29And if a man sell a dwelling house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is sold; within a full year may he redeem it.30And if it be not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that is in the walled city shall be established for ever to him that bought it throughout his generations: it shall not go out in the jubile.31But the houses of the villages which have no wall round about them shall be counted as the fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and they shall go out in the jubile.32Notwithstanding the cities of the Levites, and the houses of the cities of their possession, may the Levites redeem at any time.33And if a man purchase of the Levites, then the house that was sold, and the city of his possession, shall go out in the year of jubile: for the houses of the cities of the Levites are their possession among the children of Israel.34But the field of the suburbs of their cities may not be sold; for it is their perpetual possession.35And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee.36Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee.37Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase.38I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.


"The land is mine", the LORD reminds His people, "for ye are strangers and sojourners with me" (v. 23). Just as a householder is responsible for his guests, God undertakes to look after the welfare of His people, and to give them in a miraculous way, every sixth year, a triple harvest, allowing them to keep the sabbath of years. The Christian is even less of a landowner down here than was Israel. If we always kept in mind this thought that nothing is ours, but that everything belongs to the Lord, would there not be less covetousness in our hearts and fewer quarrels between us? It is in heaven, not on earth, that we possess true riches, that which is our own (Luke 16:11-12).
In this whole chapter it pleases God to display His marvellous grace, showing us how He delivers His own, sees to their rest, to their happiness, takes care that they do not fall victims to their brothers' hard hearts or to their own carelessness. And in all this He gives us an example, inviting us to show towards others the same mercy of which we ourselves are the objects (vv. 35-38). This would give us an opportunity to show the Lord that we appreciate His grace and that we have not forgotten what He has done for us. (cf. Matt. 18: 32, 33).
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Leviticus 25:39-55

39And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant:40But as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of jubile:41And then shall he depart from thee, both he and his children with him, and shall return unto his own family, and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return.42For they are my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not be sold as bondmen.43Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour; but shalt fear thy God.44Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are round about you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids.45Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families that are with you, which they begat in your land: and they shall be your possession.46And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them for a possession; they shall be your bondmen for ever: but over your brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not rule one over another with rigour.47And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family:48After that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him:49Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or if he be able, he may redeem himself.50And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him unto the year of jubile: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the number of years, according to the time of an hired servant shall it be with him.51If there be yet many years behind, according unto them he shall give again the price of his redemption out of the money that he was bought for.52And if there remain but few years unto the year of jubile, then he shall count with him, and according unto his years shall he give him again the price of his redemption.53And as a yearly hired servant shall he be with him: and the other shall not rule with rigour over him in thy sight.54And if he be not redeemed in these years, then he shall go out in the year of jubile, both he, and his children with him.55For unto me the children of Israel are servants; they are my servants whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.


When the trumpet of deliverance sounded (v. 9), the slave recovered his liberty, the poor his possession, families were reunited, each inheritance returned to its true owner. It was a restoration, a general rejoicing, a type of that which Israel will know, as also the whole world, when Satan will be bound and the creation on the other hand delivered from bondage. Up to the present suffering and "travailing in pain", the creation will then joy in the glorious liberty of the children of God (Rom. 8:21). Like the poor man who has been sold to a stranger (v. 47), the people of Israel who by their own fault have forfeited their heritage, will finally recover it from the hands of the One who has redeemed it: Christ, the true Boaz (Ruth 4).
If God must have the last word in all that concerns His creation, we can be sure that He will also fully set free every one of those who belong to Him. A brother in Christ may have allowed himself to be deprived of the enjoyment of his inheritance and have become spiritually poor. The Lord's thought is to restore him in grace by wiping out all the past (He does not ask us to find out just why the brother has become poor) and to bring him into fresh enjoyment of all heavenly treasures.
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Leviticus 26:1-13

1Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it: for I am the LORD your God.2Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.3If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them;4Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.5And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.6And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land.7And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.8And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.9For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish my covenant with you.10And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new.11And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you.12And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.13I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright.


There are two divine principles that always go together: one is sovereign grace – we have admired its activity in Leviticus 25. The other is government, the subject of this chapter 26. Whilst on the one hand God gives without imposing conditions, on the other He sees to it that everyone reaps what he has sown. The LORD takes the trouble to warn His people of the consequences, whether good or evil, of their conduct according to whether this is good or bad. And as He always assumes good, He begins, not by threats, but by encouraging promises, the description of the blessings which will result for Israel from walking in obedience. To be sure, these are earthly blessings in contrast to those for the Christian, who is blessed "with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). But one of the Lord's promises of quite special value is shared by His earthly people and His heavenly people: it is that found in v. 12 which Paul quotes to the Corinthians: "I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people" (v. 12). It conveys the same responsibility for the Christian as for Israel: that of being entirely separated from all idolatry. (cf. 2 Cor. 6:16).
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Leviticus 26:14-33

14But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments;15And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant:16I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.17And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you.18And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins.19And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass:20And your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.21And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins.22I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, and destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your highways shall be desolate.23And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary unto me;24Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for your sins.25And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send the pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy.26And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.27And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me;28Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins.29And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.30And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall abhor you.31And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours.32And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it.33And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.


The LORD had once more seriously forewarned His people against idolatry (v. 1). Alas! – it will need a word from the prophet Amos (Amos 5:25-27) quoted by Stephen (Acts 7:42-43) for us to know it – whilst still in the wilderness, the house of Israel bowed down to idols that they had made for themselves, and in particular to the abominable Molech (see Lev. 20:1-5). This is the reason why all those threats, of greater and greater severity, were fulfilled at a later date upon the guilty nation. How hard the heart of man is! To break it, God must strike harder and harder blows. Well, He is sometimes obliged to treat us in the same way! He begins by correcting us gently and, if we do not listen, His voice becomes more and more urgent. Proverbs 29:1 warns us: "He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." Let us then learn to recognise immediately the Lord's voice and not to refuse His correction (Ps. 141:5). Because He loves us, He will never chastise us more than is necessary for the lesson to be learnt. Because He is faithful, He will none the less persist, to make sure that all this patient work will turn our thoughts and our hearts towards Himself.
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Leviticus 26:34-46

34Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.35As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.36And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth.37And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, when none pursueth: and ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies.38And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up.39And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your enemies' lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away with them.40If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me;41And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity:42Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land.43The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because, even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my statutes.44And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them: for I am the LORD their God.45But I will for their sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be their God: I am the LORD.46These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.


God's rights will have to be recognised in one way or the other. If the nation does not observe the sabbath of years prescribed in ch. 25, the LORD will constrain them to do so by driving them out by force from the land which is His. Israel will not, so to speak, have fulfilled the conditions of tenancy laid down by their Landlord. And this will be one of the reasons for the carrying away to Babylon (read 2 Chron. 36:20-21).
The consequences of Israel's sin will indeed be terrible. God is more severe towards this people than He is towards other nations. Their responsibility is certainly much greater. The divine oracles have been entrusted to them. They are standing in relation to the true God whose name, through them, is blasphemed among the Gentiles (Rom. 3:2; Rom. 2:24). But if God has been more exacting towards Israel than towards the pagan nations, do you not think that He must be even more so towards those who like us have His Word in our hands, or are brought up by Christian parents? "For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required" (Luke 12:48).
Note also that to confess one's sin (v. 40) and to accept the punishment for it (v. 43) are the conditions for restoration.


July 24

Leviticus 27:1-15

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When a man shall make a singular vow, the persons shall be for the LORD by thy estimation.3And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old, even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary.4And if it be a female, then thy estimation shall be thirty shekels.5And if it be from five years old even unto twenty years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels.6And if it be from a month old even unto five years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male five shekels of silver, and for the female thy estimation shall be three shekels of silver.7And if it be from sixty years old and above; if it be a male, then thy estimation shall be fifteen shekels, and for the female ten shekels.8But if he be poorer than thy estimation, then he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest shall value him; according to his ability that vowed shall the priest value him.9And if it be a beast, whereof men bring an offering unto the LORD, all that any man giveth of such unto the LORD shall be holy.10He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall at all change beast for beast, then it and the exchange thereof shall be holy.11And if it be any unclean beast, of which they do not offer a sacrifice unto the LORD, then he shall present the beast before the priest:12And the priest shall value it, whether it be good or bad: as thou valuest it, who art the priest, so shall it be.13But if he will at all redeem it, then he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy estimation.14And when a man shall sanctify his house to be holy unto the LORD, then the priest shall estimate it, whether it be good or bad: as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it stand.15And if he that sanctified it will redeem his house, then he shall add the fifth part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be his.


This chapter is concerned with the vows that the children of Israel could make and with the manner in which the priest should assess them. In Exodus 30 our attention was drawn to the fact that the redemption price was identical for everyone. Here, on the contrary, assessments vary from one to another. Indeed it is no longer a question of that which represents our salvation, but rather of the capacity which each one possesses. Redeemed by the same price, the precious blood of Jesus, all the children of God are far from being on the same spiritual level, or of having the same aptitude for service. And the priest must intervene to appreciate every man's work: "as thou valuest it, who art the priest, so shall it be" (v. 12). We who so easily criticise what other believers do or don't do, let us remember that the One who judges is the Lord (1 Cor. 4:4-5).
People, animals or houses, all could be consecrated to the LORD. Indeed, we have nothing more precious to offer to the Lord than our own selves. This is what was done by the Macedonians of whom the apostle speaks: "And this they did . . . (they) first gave their own selves to the Lord", and all their service, spontaneous, abounding in joy, arose from this initial gift (2 Cor. 8:2-5).
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Leviticus 27:16-34

16And if a man shall sanctify unto the LORD some part of a field of his possession, then thy estimation shall be according to the seed thereof: an homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver.17If he sanctify his field from the year of jubile, according to thy estimation it shall stand.18But if he sanctify his field after the jubile, then the priest shall reckon unto him the money according to the years that remain, even unto the year of the jubile, and it shall be abated from thy estimation.19And if he that sanctified the field will in any wise redeem it, then he shall add the fifth part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be assured to him.20And if he will not redeem the field, or if he have sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed any more.21But the field, when it goeth out in the jubile, shall be holy unto the LORD, as a field devoted; the possession thereof shall be the priest's.22And if a man sanctify unto the LORD a field which he hath bought, which is not of the fields of his possession;23Then the priest shall reckon unto him the worth of thy estimation, even unto the year of the jubile: and he shall give thine estimation in that day, as a holy thing unto the LORD.24In the year of the jubile the field shall return unto him of whom it was bought, even to him to whom the possession of the land did belong.25And all thy estimations shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall be the shekel.26Only the firstling of the beasts, which should be the LORD's firstling, no man shall sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it is the LORD's.27And if it be of an unclean beast, then he shall redeem it according to thine estimation, and shall add a fifth part of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, then it shall be sold according to thy estimation.28Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the LORD of all that he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is most holy unto the LORD.29None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be put to death.30And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD's: it is holy unto the LORD.31And if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof.32And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.33He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: and if he change it at all, then both it and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.34These are the commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses for the children of Israel in mount Sinai.


Let us leave the Lord to appreciate and to esteem what others do! But let us not get pre-occupied in looking for the approbation of those around us; let us not expect more from men than was accorded to Him who was "priced by them" at only thirty pieces of silver (Zech. 11:12-13). Rather let us study to be presented as "approved unto God" (2 Tim. 2:15).
We have considered the priest and his function in this book of Leviticus of which we are now coming to the end of the study – a study sometimes rather arduous, but one which has allowed us to turn our attention to Jesus, our High Priest! And we have been able to recognise His involvement in every department of the life of His people. For salvation He has entered into the holy place by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. For daily walk He takes care to keep us free from all uncleanness. Finally for service He is, in our chapter, the One who appreciates everything at its true value! Alas! there are some Christians who are ready to receive salvation but afterwards prefer that the Lord should not concern Himself with their affairs. It will perhaps be necessary for these to pass through sad experiences, like those we read of in ch. 26, until their affections are aroused. May the Lord give us complete trust in His Person and in His work!
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Numbers 1:1-21

1And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,2Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls;3From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their armies.4And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers.5And these are the names of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur.6Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.7Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab.8Of Issachar; Nethaneel the son of Zuar.9Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon.10Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.11Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni.12Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.13Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran.14Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel.15Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan.16These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel.17And Moses and Aaron took these men which are expressed by their names:18And they assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the second month, and they declared their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, by their polls.19As the LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai.20And the children of Reuben, Israel's eldest son, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;21Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Reuben, were forty and six thousand and five hundred.


The teaching of Leviticus dealt with worship and fellowship. The book of Numbers resumes the story of the nation crossing the wilderness to speak to us of other aspects of the Christian life: walk and service. The LORD here proceeds to number ("Numbers") the tribes of Israel: soldiers, Levites, priests. Each one had to declare his descent (v. 18). Dear friends, every one of us must know in the very first instance if he is or is not a child of God. And he must be ready to confess it before others (Rom. 10:9). But take care! All were Israelites whose parents belonged to one of the twelve tribes, but to be a Christian it is not sufficient merely to have Christian parents. It is not even necessary that they should be so. You are a Christian when you believe personally on the Lord Jesus Christ. You then form a part of this heavenly people of whom God takes exact account, and thoroughly up-to-date, in His "register of births", or rather in His Book of Life. If today you come to Jesus, your name will be written down in it. And with joyful assurance you also will be able to declare your descent. For to "as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God" (John 1:12).


July 27

Numbers 1:22-37

22Of the children of Simeon, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, those that were numbered of them, according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;23Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and nine thousand and three hundred.24Of the children of Gad, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;25Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Gad, were forty and five thousand six hundred and fifty.26Of the children of Judah, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;27Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Judah, were threescore and fourteen thousand and six hundred.28Of the children of Issachar, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;29Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Issachar, were fifty and four thousand and four hundred.30Of the children of Zebulun, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;31Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zebulun, were fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.32Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the children of Ephraim, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;33Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand and five hundred.34Of the children of Manasseh, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;35Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty and two thousand and two hundred.36Of the children of Benjamin, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;37Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five thousand and four hundred.


Twenty years is still today in some countries the age at which young people are called up for military service. Recognised as able to bear arms, the conscript has an obligation to his country. No sooner mobilised, he renounces his personality so as to submit to community service; he learns respect for his superiors, the meaning of discipline, of duty and of honour; he is trained in combat . . . (Luke 7:8). This "call to the colours" has surely a spiritual application for every young Christian. From the day of his conversion it is clear that "a babe in Christ" is straight away "able to go forth to war". God's family is composed of "little children", of "young men", and of "fathers" (1 John 2:13 . . .). And like every family in which there are children in various stages of growing up, God's family, although united by the same life and by identical rights, includes various levels of capacity and responsibility. But there must be growth (cf. Luke 2:40, 52). There comes a time when the little child ought to have become a young man in the spiritual sense, strong, with experience of overcoming the wicked one (1 John 2:14), a man of full age according to Hebrews 5:14. Have we reached this point? Or on the other hand have we made no progress since our conversion?


July 28

Numbers 1:38-54

38Of the children of Dan, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;39Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.40Of the children of Asher, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;41Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Asher, were forty and one thousand and five hundred.42Of the children of Naphtali, throughout their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;43Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.44These are those that were numbered, which Moses and Aaron numbered, and the princes of Israel, being twelve men: each one was for the house of his fathers.45So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house of their fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel;46Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.47But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not numbered among them.48For the LORD had spoken unto Moses, saying,49Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel:50But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about the tabernacle.51And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.52And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.53But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony.54And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did they.


All the children of Israel registered in this chapter had crossed the Red Sea the previous year. They had been "baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea"; they had shared in all the privileges pertaining to the people of the LORD: the manna, the water out of the rock (1 Cor. 10:2 . . .). But out of the six hundred odd thousand mentioned in v. 46, how many were to reach the promised land? Only two, in whom God could take pleasure because they had faith (cf. 1 Cor. 10:5 and Heb. 11:6). Amongst the multitudes of those who today bear the name of Christians only the Lord knows how many souls truly belong to Him (2 Tim. 2:19). Let us re-iterate, it is not baptism but faith in Jesus Christ which makes us members of the people of God.
The sons of Levi were not numbered amongst the men of war (v. 47). Strength and power do not enter into reckoning for the Lord's service. Notice however that the believer is today enrolled at the same time both among the soldiers and among the servants of the Sanctuary. He must be fitted like Timothy to "fight the good fight of faith" (1 Tim. 6:12) and at the same time, like the young Archippus, he must take heed to the ministry which he has received in the Lord (Col. 4:17).


July 29

Numbers 2:1-34

1And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,2Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.3And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the standard of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies: and Nahshon the son of Amminadab shall be captain of the children of Judah.4And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and fourteen thousand and six hundred.5And those that do pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of Issachar: and Nethaneel the son of Zuar shall be captain of the children of Issachar.6And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and four thousand and four hundred.7Then the tribe of Zebulun: and Eliab the son of Helon shall be captain of the children of Zebulun.8And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.9All that were numbered in the camp of Judah were an hundred thousand and fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, throughout their armies. These shall first set forth.10On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben according to their armies: and the captain of the children of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.11And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were forty and six thousand and five hundred.12And those which pitch by him shall be the tribe of Simeon: and the captain of the children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.13And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and nine thousand and three hundred.14Then the tribe of Gad: and the captain of the sons of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel.15And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and five thousand and six hundred and fifty.16All that were numbered in the camp of Reuben were an hundred thousand and fifty and one thousand and four hundred and fifty, throughout their armies. And they shall set forth in the second rank.17Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in his place by their standards.18On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim according to their armies: and the captain of the sons of Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud.19And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty thousand and five hundred.20And by him shall be the tribe of Manasseh: and the captain of the children of Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.21And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and two thousand and two hundred.22Then the tribe of Benjamin: and the captain of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni.23And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and five thousand and four hundred.24All that were numbered of the camp of Ephraim were an hundred thousand and eight thousand and an hundred, throughout their armies. And they shall go forward in the third rank.25The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the north side by their armies: and the captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.26And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.27And those that encamp by him shall be the tribe of Asher: and the captain of the children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of Ocran.28And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and one thousand and five hundred.29Then the tribe of Naphtali: and the captain of the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan.30And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.31All they that were numbered in the camp of Dan were an hundred thousand and fifty and seven thousand and six hundred. They shall go hindmost with their standards.32These are those which were numbered of the children of Israel by the house of their fathers: all those that were numbered of the camps throughout their hosts were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.33But the Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses.34And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses: so they pitched by their standards, and so they set forward, every one after their families, according to the house of their fathers.


Believers are not called upon to cross the "wilderness" on their own. In order to give them the realisation that they are a people, a family, the Lord gathers them around Himself. Let us picture the camp of Israel. The LORD is in the midst of it; the ark is there; the cloud of His glory rests on the tabernacle. Around it everyone has his assigned place. First the Levites, then, in an order where their own choice had no part, the twelve tribes camping by groups, three under one banner, at each of the four points of the compass. God is a God of order (1 Cor. 14:33). In His sovereign wisdom He has "set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him" (1 Cor. 12:18). He has fixed the place where He wants each of His own to be. May He help us to be found there! Many Christians have set up banners according to their own idea or to their convenience. The name of a man or a doctrine is for them like a flag, a rallying point which marks them out from others. God does not recognise such denominations, such banners deployed by man. He only recognises the Centre which He Himself has established: Jesus, "the true tabernacle", gathering together the children of God scattered abroad, the One who is called "the chiefest* among ten thousand" (Cant. 5:10).
*Note: The word translated "chiefest" in the A.V. has the real meaning of "lifted up as a banner" (JND note).


July 30

Numbers 3:1-16

1These also are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that the LORD spake with Moses in mount Sinai.2And these are the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.3These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests which were anointed, whom he consecrated to minister in the priest's office.4And Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD, when they offered strange fire before the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father.5And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,6Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto him.7And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle.8And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.9And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel.10And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.11And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,12And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall be mine;13Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine shall they be: I am the LORD.14And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying,15Number the children of Levi after the house of their fathers, by their families: every male from a month old and upward shalt thou number them.16And Moses numbered them according to the word of the LORD, as he was commanded.


The LORD has set apart the sons of Levi to make them ministers of the Sanctuary. Put to the test on the occasion of the judgment which followed the golden calf; they were found faithful (Ex. 32: 26-29; Mal. 2:4-6), and so they are chosen for the service of Aaron and of the whole congregation (v. 7). This is a picture of the privilege that pertains to each Christian: to serve the Lord and to serve the Assembly, neither one without the other! Some of the words employed by the Holy Spirit in this Book cast light upon the nature of the commitment required in fulfilling the ministry of the sanctuary. They indicate the need for soldier-like qualities even here. The word 'charge' in vv. 7 and 8 suggests, in its root meaning, a sentry-go. Isaiah 21:18, "I am set in my ward whole nights". May the Lord grant us to be among those who know how to keep watch for and over the people of God. Also the word host, in the context of Num. 4:3 brings to mind the service of war and the movements of armies.
In v. 13, the LORD recalls when and how He hallowed to Himself these Levites. The night of the Passover (for us it corresponds to the cross) marked their separation (read 2 Cor. 5:15). But further, these servants are "wholly given" to Aaron and to his sons (v. 9). Is this not the way that our great High Priest designates His beloved disciples in praying to His Father? They are "those that thou gavest me" (John 17:9, 12, 24 . . .).
* Translator's note: The word in the French JND Bible translated "service" is translated in the Authorised Version as "host". The same word is translated as "service" in the A.V. in six other places (see Young's Analytical Concordance).


July 31

Numbers 3:17-38

17And these were the sons of Levi by their names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari.18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their families; Libni, and Shimei.19And the sons of Kohath by their families; Amram, and Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel.20And the sons of Merari by their families; Mahli, and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites according to the house of their fathers.21Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites, and the family of the Shimites: these are the families of the Gershonites.22Those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, even those that were numbered of them were seven thousand and five hundred.23The families of the Gershonites shall pitch behind the tabernacle westward.24And the chief of the house of the father of the Gershonites shall be Eliasaph the son of Lael.25And the charge of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation shall be the tabernacle, and the tent, the covering thereof, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,26And the hangings of the court, and the curtain for the door of the court, which is by the tabernacle, and by the altar round about, and the cords of it for all the service thereof.27And of Kohath was the family of the Amramites, and the family of the Izeharites, and the family of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzielites: these are the families of the Kohathites.28In the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were eight thousand and six hundred, keeping the charge of the sanctuary.29The families of the sons of Kohath shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle southward.30And the chief of the house of the father of the families of the Kohathites shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel.31And their charge shall be the ark, and the table, and the candlestick, and the altars, and the vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they minister, and the hanging, and all the service thereof.32And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be chief over the chief of the Levites, and have the oversight of them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.33Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites: these are the families of Merari.34And those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were six thousand and two hundred.35And the chief of the house of the father of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail: these shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle northward.36And under the custody and charge of the sons of Merari shall be the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof, and all the vessels thereof, and all that serveth thereto,37And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords.38But those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east, even before the tabernacle of the congregation eastward, shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons, keeping the charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of Israel; and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.


In the same way that no one had the right to choose the site for his tent, no Levite could freely decide which service he wished to undertake. What we have to do is not necessarily what interests us, what seems to us to match our capabilities, or what we can see immediately in front of us. It is what the Lord wills that we should do. "There are differences of administrations, but the same Lord", states 1 Corinthians 12:5. He is the true Chief over the chiefs with the oversight of them that keep the charge (v. 32) and He alone is in a position to decide the function of each individual in the communal programme. Imagine what would happen on a railway line if a signalman decided one day to switch jobs, or if a crossing keeper abandoned his level crossing. What a muddle, and what catastrophes would be the result!
However, whatever the activities of the Levites, each of the three families camped close to the tabernacle (vv. 23, 29, 35). We are reminded of those specialist workers in the time of David who "dwelt with the king for his work" (1 Chron. 4:23). "He who is nearest to Christ will be he who will serve Him best, and without this nearness one cannot serve Him" (J.N.D.).



August 1

Numbers 3:39-51

39All that were numbered of the Levites, which Moses and Aaron numbered at the commandment of the LORD, throughout their families, all the males from a month old and upward, were twenty and two thousand.40And the LORD said unto Moses, Number all the firstborn of the males of the children of Israel from a month old and upward, and take the number of their names.41And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the LORD) instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstlings among the cattle of the children of Israel.42And Moses numbered, as the LORD commanded him, all the firstborn among the children of Israel.43And all the firstborn males by the number of names, from a month old and upward, of those that were numbered of them, were twenty and two thousand two hundred and threescore and thirteen.44And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,45Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle; and the Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD.46And for those that are to be redeemed of the two hundred and threescore and thirteen of the firstborn of the children of Israel, which are more than the Levites;47Thou shalt even take five shekels apiece by the poll, after the shekel of the sanctuary shalt thou take them: (the shekel is twenty gerahs:)48And thou shalt give the money, wherewith the odd number of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron and to his sons.49And Moses took the redemption money of them that were over and above them that were redeemed by the Levites:50Of the firstborn of the children of Israel took he the money; a thousand three hundred and threescore and five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary:51And Moses gave the money of them that were redeemed unto Aaron and to his sons, according to the word of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.


In contrast to the other children of Israel, the Levites were numbered from the age of one month. Consider little Samuel, Jeremiah (Jer. 1:5), John the Baptist (Luke 1:15), Paul (Gal. 1:15). Their setting apart preceded their call to the service of the Lord at the appropriate time. Young Isaiah, as soon as he had heard the good news that "thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged", was ready to respond spontaneously to the Lord's appeal, "Here am I; send me" (Isa. 6:7-8). From his vision on the road to Damascus, Paul learns from the Lord's mouth that he is appointed to be "a minister and a witness" (Acts 26:16). No redeemed person is his own property. If he has by grace turned to God from idols, it is like the Thessalonians, "to serve the living and true God . . . " (1 Thess. 1:9). The same teaching is derived from the end of our chapter. The Levites were substituted for the firstborn in Israel, that is to say for those whom divine grace had spared from death by virtue of the blood of the lamb. In other words, each redeemed one becomes a servant of the One who has saved him from death, and snatched him from the power of the world and its ruler. Are we not among the "firstborn" in the family of God through the abundance of the privileges we have received? May the Lord make us aware of His rights over our lives (2 Chron. 29:11).


August 2

Numbers 4:1-15

1And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,2Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their fathers,3From thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.4This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the most holy things:5And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony with it:6And shall put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof.7And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual bread shall be thereon:8And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves thereof.9And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it:10And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put it upon a bar.11And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof:12And they shall take all the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put them on a bar:13And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon:14And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister about it, even the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the staves of it.15And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.


Although different the one from the other, the functions of the Kohathites, the Gershonites and the Merarites were all in respect of the tabernacle. They had to take it down, to transport it and to re-erect it stage after stage through the wilderness. If there are "differences of administrations", all are in relation to Jesus, our Lord, and each believer has in fact the same duty: to present Christ whilst passing through this world and to show forth His various moral glories. In word and in work, the Lord's servants are responsible to maintain Christian teaching intact and alive.
In the course of their movements across the wilderness, most of the furnishings were hidden under the humble badger-skin, reminding us that believers have their treasure – Christ – "in earthen vessels . . . (2 Cor. 4:7). There was one exception: the ark, beneath its cloth all of blue, symbol of the heavenly character of the God-Man walking here on earth. The candlestick on a bar (or pole) was recognisable by all, figure of the clear witness rendered in the world by Him who is the Light of it. And the brazen altar, under its cloth of purple (v. 13), is a continual reminder to the redeemed, passing through the world, of the sufferings of Christ and of the glories that shall follow.


August 3

Numbers 4:16-33

16And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, and the oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof.17And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,18Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites:19But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to his service and to his burden:20But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die.21And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,22Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families;23From thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.24This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens:25And they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tabernacle of the congregation, his covering, and the covering of the badgers' skins that is above upon it, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,26And the hangings of the court, and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their cords, and all the instruments of their service, and all that is made for them: so shall they serve.27At the appointment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all their service: and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all their burdens.28This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation: and their charge shall be under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.29As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the house of their fathers;30From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of the congregation.31And this is the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the tabernacle of the congregation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof,32And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords, with all their instruments, and with all their service: and by name ye shall reckon the instruments of the charge of their burden.33This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service, in the tabernacle of the congregation, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.


The respective assignments of the three families of the Levites can be compared to the principal forms of ministry in the assembly: prophets, pastors and teachers . . . (Eph. 4:11), the first presenting Christ in relation to wilderness needs (Kohathites), the second seeing to the collecting together of curtains and coverings, suggesting responsibility in the assembly for practical witness (Merarites), then the last, responsible for the framework, speaking of the foundations of the faith (Gershonites). Collaboration between the three families was indispensable to ensure that the building was complete. A Kohathite could be employed in carrying the ark, whilst a Merarite was perhaps only responsible for a bundle of cordage. But it is neither the importance nor the apparent nobility of the task which counts in the Lord's eyes. It is faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2). Either with two talents or with five, the servant faithful over a little will rule over much (Matt. 25:21-23). Let us refrain from jealousy of another man's service, or on the other hand from under-valuing it. "Who art thou that judgest another man's servant?" (Rom. 14:4). Only the true Aaron is competent personally to assign "every one to his service and to his burden" (v. 19). And what security the Levite possessed! Guided by the High Priest, he knew what to do and how to do it.


August 4

Numbers 4:34-49

34And Moses and Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the Kohathites after their families, and after the house of their fathers,35From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation:36And those that were numbered of them by their families were two thousand seven hundred and fifty.37These were they that were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.38And those that were numbered of the sons of Gershon, throughout their families, and by the house of their fathers,39From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,40Even those that were numbered of them, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty.41These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD.42And those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers,43From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,44Even those that were numbered of them after their families, were three thousand and two hundred.45These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.46All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief of Israel numbered, after their families, and after the house of their fathers,47From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,48Even those that were numbered of them, were eight thousand and five hundred and fourscore.49According to the commandment of the LORD they were numbered by the hand of Moses, every one according to his service, and according to his burden: thus were they numbered of him, as the LORD commanded Moses.


The first numbering of the Levites in ch. 3 comprised all the males from the age of one month. This second census only takes account of men from thirty to fifty years of age. The Lord expects us to reserve the best years of our lives for Him. It is no longer a question of our physical age, but with spiritual maturity, the fruit of experience acquired little by little. To a young person who has been faithful in "that which is least", the Lord, when the time comes, will be able to entrust "much" (Luke 16:10).
8,580 Levites are thus recognised as of age to serve. As to the size and weight of the tabernacle, no one was to be overloaded; they could relieve one another. Why then is the Lord obliged sadly to state that, for His great harvest, "the labourers are few"? (Matt. 9:37). Alas! because many "put not their necks to the work of the LORD" (Neh. 3:5). What a humiliating expression and one which ought to speak to every one of us!
The numbering of the Levites is undertaken "every one according to his service, and according to his burden" (v. 49). The words charge and burden (vv. 28, 49) remind us that he who serves the Lord and His people cannot do so without feeling the weight of spiritual responsibility, or without having a burdened heart. (2 Cor. 11:28).


August 5

Numbers 5:1-31

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by the dead:3Both male and female shall ye put out, without the camp shall ye put them; that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell.4And the children of Israel did so, and put them out without the camp: as the LORD spake unto Moses, so did the children of Israel.5And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,6Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against the LORD, and that person be guilty;7Then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hath trespassed.8But if the man have no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto, let the trespass be recompensed unto the LORD, even to the priest; beside the ram of the atonement, whereby an atonement shall be made for him.9And every offering of all the holy things of the children of Israel, which they bring unto the priest, shall be his.10And every man's hallowed things shall be his: whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it shall be his.11And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,12Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and commit a trespass against him,13And a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her husband, and be kept close, and she be defiled, and there be no witness against her, neither she be taken with the manner;14And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled:15Then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an offering of jealousy, an offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance.16And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD:17And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is in the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall take, and put it into the water:18And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and uncover the woman's head, and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse:19And the priest shall charge her by an oath, and say unto the woman, If no man have lain with thee, and if thou hast not gone aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be thou free from this bitter water that causeth the curse:20But if thou hast gone aside to another instead of thy husband, and if thou be defiled, and some man have lain with thee beside thine husband:21Then the priest shall charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The LORD make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, when the LORD doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell;22And this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And the woman shall say, Amen, amen.23And the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall blot them out with the bitter water:24And he shall cause the woman to drink the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter.25Then the priest shall take the jealousy offering out of the woman's hand, and shall wave the offering before the LORD, and offer it upon the altar:26And the priest shall take an handful of the offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause the woman to drink the water.27And when he hath made her to drink the water, then it shall come to pass, that, if she be defiled, and have done trespass against her husband, that the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and the woman shall be a curse among her people.28And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive seed.29This is the law of jealousies, when a wife goeth aside to another instead of her husband, and is defiled;30Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon him, and he be jealous over his wife, and shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall execute upon her all this law.31Then shall the man be guiltless from iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.


The camp of Israel had to be preserved from all impurity, and this for one fundamental reason: the LORD dwelt there (v. 3). The same motive is invoked by the apostle to call upon each child of God to keep himself from all defilement: his body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). The man suffering from leprosy (representing sin) or from "a flux" (the inability to hold back the manifestations of the flesh) had to be put out of the camp until he was cured.
From v. 11 onwards the trial of jealousy is referred to. It suggests to each one of us careful and frequent examination of our affections. Has Christ remained their object? If we love the world, the Word applies to us the terrible epithet of "adulterers". Even if externally everything appears to be in order, we are become God's enemies; we have betrayed the Lord (James 4:4; 1 Corinthians 10:22). Yes, let us stand before Him, like this suspected woman before the priest, and let us allow the Word (the holy water) to penetrate our conscience, and to reveal our most secret feelings. "Search me, O God, and know my heart", prays the Psalmist, "try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Ps. 139:23-24).


August 6

Numbers 6:1-12

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD:3He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried.4All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk.5All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no rasor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.6All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he shall come at no dead body.7He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when they die: because the consecration of his God is upon his head.8All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD.9And if any man die very suddenly by him, and he hath defiled the head of his consecration; then he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he shave it.10And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:11And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, and make an atonement for him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head that same day.12And he shall consecrate unto the LORD the days of his separation, and shall bring a lamb of the first year for a trespass offering: but the days that were before shall be lost, because his separation was defiled.


Aside from the Levites, any Israelite, man or woman belonging to the other tribes, could be consecrated to the LORD by taking the vow of a Nazarite. But in contrast with the sons of Levi, such consecration was individual and voluntary. The Nazarite was free not to make this vow, but once entered into, his liberty was at an end; his private and public life were subjected to strict obligations. So in an army, the volunteer is subjected to the same discipline as would be a conscript. The requirements of a Nazarite were three in number: 
1. To abstain from all the products of the vine: symbol of the world's joys. 
2. To allow his hair to grow: type of the setting aside of self which must characterise the disciple of Christ. 
3. To avoid contact with death, the wages and proof of sin. 
In principle each child of God bears this triple character. He is dead to the world, to self and to sin. But he can only have the strength to maintain this difficult standard, so contrary to our nature, if his Nazariteship, his being set apart for Christ, is the outcome of a joyful decision in his heart. Vv. 9-12 remind us how easy it is to lose our character of a Nazarite through loss of vigilance, and how hard it is to recover it.


August 7

Numbers 6:13-27

13And this is the law of the Nazarite, when the days of his separation are fulfilled: he shall be brought unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:14And he shall offer his offering unto the LORD, one he lamb of the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram without blemish for peace offerings,15And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, and wafers of unleavened bread anointed with oil, and their meat offering, and their drink offerings.16And the priest shall bring them before the LORD, and shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt offering:17And he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, with the basket of unleavened bread: the priest shall offer also his meat offering, and his drink offering.18And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall take the hair of the head of his separation, and put it in the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peace offerings.19And the priest shall take the sodden shoulder of the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them upon the hands of the Nazarite, after the hair of his separation is shaven:20And the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD: this is holy for the priest, with the wave breast and heave shoulder: and after that the Nazarite may drink wine.21This is the law of the Nazarite who hath vowed, and of his offering unto the LORD for his separation, beside that that his hand shall get: according to the vow which he vowed, so he must do after the law of his separation.22And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,23Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them,24The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:25The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:26The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.27And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.


Scripture mentions several Nazarites: Samson, Samuel, Amasiah (2 Chron. 17:16), John the Baptist. But the perfect example of a Nazarite was Jesus. Set apart for God before His birth, busy at twelve years old with His Father's business, His consecration to God was total even to the death of the cross. Having come into the world, He was "not of the world" and remained a stranger to its feasts and to its joys (John 7:8; John 17:14). He never allowed family circumstances to impede His ministry (Luke 8:20-21). His dependence was constant (John 5:19). He was beyond the reach of defilement (1 Peter 2:22). What a model this dear Saviour is for us, in His pathway of complete devotion! A difficult pathway, but one at the end of which there awaited Him that joy of which the fruit of the vine is the type, and which He will share with those who will have shared His shame down here (end of v. 20; Heb. 12:2; Matt. 26:29 and Matt. 25:21).
At the end of the term of his vow, the Nazarite offered all the sacrifices. To have taken our place here below with the perfect Nazarite truly allows us to feed on the various aspects of His work on the cross.
Vv. 22-27 crown the chapter by showing us that to set ourselves apart for the Lord is the sure way of blessing.


August 8

Numbers 7:1-17; 84-88 

1And it came to pass on the day that Moses had fully set up the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and sanctified it, and all the instruments thereof, both the altar and all the vessels thereof, and had anointed them, and sanctified them;2That the princes of Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, who were the princes of the tribes, and were over them that were numbered, offered:3And they brought their offering before the LORD, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen; a wagon for two of the princes, and for each one an ox: and they brought them before the tabernacle.4And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,5Take it of them, that they may be to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; and thou shalt give them unto the Levites, to every man according to his service.6And Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites.7Two wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according to their service:8And four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari, according unto their service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.9But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they should bear upon their shoulders.10And the princes offered for dedicating of the altar in the day that it was anointed, even the princes offered their offering before the altar.11And the LORD said unto Moses, They shall offer their offering, each prince on his day, for the dedicating of the altar.12And he that offered his offering the first day was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah:13And his offering was one silver charger, the weight thereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them were full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:14One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense:15One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:16One kid of the goats for a sin offering:17And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab.
84This was the dedication of the altar, in the day when it was anointed, by the princes of Israel: twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver bowls, twelve spoons of gold:85Each charger of silver weighing an hundred and thirty shekels, each bowl seventy: all the silver vessels weighed two thousand and four hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary:86The golden spoons were twelve, full of incense, weighing ten shekels apiece, after the shekel of the sanctuary: all the gold of the spoons was an hundred and twenty shekels.87All the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs of the first year twelve, with their meat offering: and the kids of the goats for sin offering twelve.88And all the oxen for the sacrifice of the peace offerings were twenty and four bullocks, the rams sixty, the he goats sixty, the lambs of the first year sixty. This was the dedication of the altar, after that it was anointed.


This long chapter is taken up with the offerings of the twelve princes. The first: six covered wagons and twelve oxen allocated to the Levites speak to us of the practical help we can bring to the Lord's servants to facilitate their ministry: hospitality, means of transport, etc. . . . These offerings made to the Levites "to every man according to his service" (v. 5), assure us that the Lord always provides the means for His own to accomplish the task He has entrusted to them. Then come the offerings for the dedication of the altar. To serve the brethren and help them in material things is not everything; chargers, bowls, spoons filled to the brim with that which speaks of the perfections and the excellent fragrance of Christ, correspond to the adoration of true worshippers. The various sacrifices also forming a part of it evoke the different aspects of the work of the cross. But why does God give such prominence to these offerings when all could be comprised in a single paragraph? Let us seize hold of this: He gives its full value to that which each one brings and leaves out nothing of all that is done for Him. Let us not then be afraid of repetition, and let us remember that the Father Himself never grows weary of the declaration of the glories of His well-beloved Son.


August 9

Numbers 7:89; Numbers 8:1-14

89And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of the congregation to speak with him, then he heard the voice of one speaking unto him from off the mercy seat that was upon the ark of testimony, from between the two cherubims: and he spake unto him.
1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick.3And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as the LORD commanded Moses.4And this work of the candlestick was of beaten gold, unto the shaft thereof, unto the flowers thereof, was beaten work: according unto the pattern which the LORD had shewed Moses, so he made the candlestick.5And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,6Take the Levites from among the children of Israel, and cleanse them.7And thus shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse them: Sprinkle water of purifying upon them, and let them shave all their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean.8Then let them take a young bullock with his meat offering, even fine flour mingled with oil, and another young bullock shalt thou take for a sin offering.9And thou shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou shalt gather the whole assembly of the children of Israel together:10And thou shalt bring the Levites before the LORD: and the children of Israel shall put their hands upon the Levites:11And Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD for an offering of the children of Israel, that they may execute the service of the LORD.12And the Levites shall lay their hands upon the heads of the bullocks: and thou shalt offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, unto the LORD, to make an atonement for the Levites.13And thou shalt set the Levites before Aaron, and before his sons, and offer them for an offering unto the LORD.14Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among the children of Israel: and the Levites shall be mine.


V. 89 gives us the secret of "Moses, the man of God" (Ps. 90). This is prayer. Consider him beneath the weight of his crushing responsibilities, harassed by the murmurings of the people, drawing aside in the darkness and the silence of the sanctuary to converse with God. He heard "the voice" and then it was that "he spake unto him". And think of Jesus who, when the evening was come or long before dawn, after the weariness of the past day, departed alone into a solitary place to pray (Mark 1:35; Mark 6:46).
Why is there fresh reference to the candlestick at the beginning of ch. 8, between the practical gifts of ch. 7 and the consecration of the Levites in the verses that follow? Is it not to show that the light tests and appreciates in equal measure both the gift and the person, not only the service but equally the one who accomplishes it? God knows the value of our devotion, of which this rite of consecration speaks. And we notice that the Levites were presented by Aaron as a *wave offering as if to allow this divine light to shine upon each one in succession, without leaving any in the darkness. If there were the smallest stain on their vestments, it would have been noticed at once. How important it is always to stand before God in order to serve Him. (e.g. 1 Kings 17:1).
*The word translated "offer" in v. 11 has the meaning of "wave", in the same way as the sheaf was "waved" in Lev. 23:11. Also see AV margin 8: 11.


August 10

Numbers 8:15-26

15And after that shall the Levites go in to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them for an offering.16For they are wholly given unto me from among the children of Israel; instead of such as open every womb, even instead of the firstborn of all the children of Israel, have I taken them unto me.17For all the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for myself.18And I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn of the children of Israel.19And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the service of the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, and to make an atonement for the children of Israel: that there be no plague among the children of Israel, when the children of Israel come nigh unto the sanctuary.20And Moses, and Aaron, and all the congregation of the children of Israel, did to the Levites according unto all that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did the children of Israel unto them.21And the Levites were purified, and they washed their clothes; and Aaron offered them as an offering before the LORD; and Aaron made an atonement for them to cleanse them.22And after that went the Levites in to do their service in the tabernacle of the congregation before Aaron, and before his sons: as the LORD had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did they unto them.23And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,24This is it that belongeth unto the Levites: from twenty and five years old and upward they shall go in to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation:25And from the age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the service thereof, and shall serve no more:26But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.


Before being presented as a wave offering, the Levites were purified and sacrifices were offered for them. They were made to shave all their flesh (v. 7) and to wash their clothes. We have already met with these types in connection with the consecration of the priests and with the cleansing of the leper. They do not correspond to conversion, but to the work the Holy Spirit performs by means of the Word in order that believers remain pure. The razor is a type of the judgment we have to exercise over all that the flesh produces. For the servant, pride in particular grows quickly if the razor is not there to deal with its every appearance. Besides, when we have just washed, we do not like to put on dirty clothes. And, to serve the Lord, we need not only a good conscience, but equally an irreproachable practical testimony.
"After that" only, the Levite could do his duty (v. 22). Important lesson! Every trade requires a period of apprenticeship, of preparation. How much more so the Lord's service. Before hurriedly commencing a work for Christ, allow Him to achieve that which by His grace He wishes to accomplish in us.


August 11

Numbers 9:1-14

1And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,2Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season.3In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season: according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.4And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that they should keep the passover.5And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month at even in the wilderness of Sinai: according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel.6And there were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a man, that they could not keep the passover on that day: and they came before Moses and before Aaron on that day:7And those men said unto him, We are defiled by the dead body of a man: wherefore are we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the LORD in his appointed season among the children of Israel?8And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the LORD will command concerning you.9And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,10Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If any man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover unto the LORD.11The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.12They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the passover they shall keep it.13But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the passover, even the same soul shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not the offering of the LORD in his appointed season, that man shall bear his sin.14And if a stranger shall sojourn among you, and will keep the passover unto the LORD; according to the ordinance of the passover, and according to the manner thereof, so shall he do: ye shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger, and for him that was born in the land.


A year has rolled by since the departure from Egypt, and the LORD communicates to Moses His instructions for the celebration of this great anniversary. Christendom celebrates each year the birth and the death of the Saviour, but afterwards many do not give these things a thought until the following year. The redeemed of the Lord have in contrast, the privilege of remembering together His sufferings and His death each first day of the week by partaking of the Supper which He has instituted.
In Israel, grace made provision for any who were ceremonially unclean or were on a journey. The Lord knows the circumstances of His own and meets these with His mercy, but He does not lower His own standard. Even in the second month, the feast had to be celebrated according to all the ordinances of the Passover (v. 12). Just as the confession of faults was necessary here (v. 7), the Word calls on the believer to judge himself, to examine himself, before taking part in the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Participation today is by no means, like it was in the time of the Passover, an obligation to be observed on pain of judgment (v. 13). The Lord's expressed wish has no less power over the heart of the redeemed because of this. Is it less serious for that reason to absent oneself on the pretext that it is not obligatory, when the Lord has said "Drink ye all of it?" (Matt. 26:27).


August 12

Numbers 9:15-23; Numbers 10:1-10

15And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning.16So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night.17And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that the children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel pitched their tents.18At the commandment of the LORD the children of Israel journeyed, and at the commandment of the LORD they pitched: as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they rested in their tents.19And when the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Israel kept the charge of the LORD, and journeyed not.20And so it was, when the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle; according to the commandment of the LORD they abode in their tents, and according to the commandment of the LORD they journeyed.21And so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed: whether it was by day or by night that the cloud was taken up, they journeyed.22Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not: but when it was taken up, they journeyed.23At the commandment of the LORD they rested in the tents, and at the commandment of the LORD they journeyed: they kept the charge of the LORD, at the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps.3And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.4And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee.5When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward.6When ye blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their journeys.7But when the congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm.8And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throughout your generations.9And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies.10Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God.


Israel had no decisions to take as to the stages of their wilderness journey. Each departure and each stop took place "at the commandment of the LORD". Was the cloud taken up? They must set out even if they had just arrived, and even if they were in a pleasant place. Did the cloud rest over the tabernacle? They must pitch their tents without going further. Could they perhaps do without this divine direction for one single day? Absolutely not! It was equally indispensable for a few as for many days, to pitch camp or to strike it, for night as for day. This is a clear type of the continuous dependence which becomes the redeemed of the Lord and which He Himself perfectly displayed.
When the LORD'S will was revealed, the priests' silver trumpets gave the signal for the various movements of the people. They sounded for assembly (vv. 3, 4), for going forward (vv. 5, 6), for going to war (v. 9) and for days of gladness (v. 10). These trumpets speak to us of the witness of God, rendered in the assembly of the saints, in their walk, in their conflicts, in their worship. In the midst of a hostile world, the charge is "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord" (2 Tim. 1:8).


August 13

Numbers 10:11-36

11And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the testimony.12And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in the wilderness of Paran.13And they first took their journey according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.14In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab.15And over the host of the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethaneel the son of Zuar.16And over the host of the tribe of the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon.17And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set forward, bearing the tabernacle.18And the standard of the camp of Reuben set forward according to their armies: and over his host was Elizur the son of Shedeur.19And over the host of the tribe of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.20And over the host of the tribe of the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel.21And the Kohathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary: and the other did set up the tabernacle against they came.22And the standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set forward according to their armies: and over his host was Elishama the son of Ammihud.23And over the host of the tribe of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.24And over the host of the tribe of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni.25And the standard of the camp of the children of Dan set forward, which was the rereward of all the camps throughout their hosts: and over his host was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.26And over the host of the tribe of the children of Asher was Pagiel the son of Ocran.27And over the host of the tribe of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the son of Enan.28Thus were the journeyings of the children of Israel according to their armies, when they set forward.29And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses' father in law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concerning Israel.30And he said unto him, I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my kindred.31And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead of eyes.32And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the LORD shall do unto us, the same will we do unto thee.33And they departed from the mount of the LORD three days' journey: and the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting place for them.34And the cloud of the LORD was upon them by day, when they went out of the camp.35And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.36And when it rested, he said, Return, O LORD, unto the many thousands of Israel.


When the cloud was taken up for setting out, the trumpets sounded, the people formed rank, the Levites took down the tabernacle, everyone took their marching positions. Then the trumpet sounded once more "an alarm" and the tribes marched off in the order of their banners.
Christians today are waiting for the signal for the great departure. The Lord will come with "the trump of God" to take away His Church (1 Thess. 4:16). But the Church cannot lose sight of those who will be left behind. By the Spirit she calls to the world, "Let him that is athirst come!" (Rev. 22:17). This is what Moses seems to say to Hobab, "Come and enjoy with us all the good that God has promised to do for His own". But why does he next ask him for help in directing the people across the wilderness? Let us not judge him too severely, we who so often prefer to take the advice of others than to trust the Lord's direction. As if to remind us who it is that leads His people, v. 33 shows the ark taking the head of the column to assure the people "a resting place". The three days' journey by which Christ on our account has passed through death opens a new way to a people raised with Him, journeying to their heavenly rest.


August 14

Numbers 11:1-9

1And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.2And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire was quenched.3And he called the name of the place Taberah: because the fire of the LORD burnt among them.4And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?5We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick:6But our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.7And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium.8And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil.9And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.


In their ingratitude the people grumble and the LORD punishes them. But the lesson was not sufficient. Covetousness, condemned by the tenth commandment of the law, springs to life in the heart of the "mixed multitude" (this motley collection of people that left Egypt with Israel — Exodus 12:38). Where are the things we used to eat in Egypt for nothing? The poor people forget the bricks, the straw, and how dearly the oppressor made them pay for the little he gave. These Egyptian dishes: leeks, onions, garlic, etc., have for the most part a strong flavour, arousing the appetite, but are not nourishing, sometimes indigestible. On what do the people of this world feed their minds? Magazines, novels, films . . . attractive to the flesh, but without profit to the soul, quite otherwise!
Israel at that moment remembers these items of food because the manna has lost for them its delicious flavour of wafers made with honey! (Ex. 16:31). It is no more than a cake made with oil (v. 8), at a later stage to be described as "this light bread" (Ex. 21:5). Dear friends, if we are tempted by the delicacies of this world, let each of us ask himself the question, "Is it not because the Word has become tasteless to me?" The Lord Jesus has promised, "He that cometh to me shall never hunger" (John 6:35).


August 15

Numbers 11:10-23

10Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased.11And Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me?12Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their fathers?13Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat.14I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.15And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness.16And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee.17And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.18And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat.19Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days;20But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have despised the LORD which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt?21And Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month.22Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them?23And the LORD said unto Moses, Is the LORD's hand waxed short? thou shalt see now whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not.


And here we find Moses discouraged! He blames the LORD for the burden of all this people (v. 11), he who, at the end of the preceding chapter has been speaking triumphantly of "the many thousands of Israel". Of course Moses could not bear the responsibility of this people "alone", but actually he was not alone! The LORD Himself carried Israel "on eagles' wings" (Ex. 19:4) and as in a father's arms (Deut. 1:31).
Psalm 106 recalls this sad episode, "They soon forgat his works; they . . . lusted exceedingly in the wilderness . . . And he gave them their request, but sent leanness into their soul" (vv. 13-15). Here we find a very serious truth. When we insist on getting our hands on something that God has no intention of giving us, it may happen that He finally allows us to have it but with disastrous consequences. For the people these are described in vv. 19, 20 and 33. The word translated "leanness" literally means a progressive wasting away. For our souls to waste away is surely much worse than an illness. May God keep us from these lusts "which war against the soul" (1 Peter 2: 11), whilst teaching us to be satisfied with what He gives us . . . and as to what He withholds.


August 16

Numbers 11:24-35

24And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the tabernacle.25And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.26But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp.27And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp.28And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them.29And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the LORD's people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them!30And Moses gat him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel.31And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth.32And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp.33And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD smote the people with a very great plague.34And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah: because there they buried the people that lusted.35And the people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth.


At his request, Moses is relieved of a part of his responsibilities in favour of seventy elders. Right from the fourth chapter of Exodus, Aaron had been appointed "to be his spokesman to the people". It is humbling to think that our lack of faith often obliges the Lord to have a part of our work undertaken by others.
The elders are assembled at the tabernacle where the Spirit comes upon them. We then learn that two of these men, Eldad and Medad, have stayed in the camp and are prophesying there. Joshua would like to prevent them (cf. Luke 9:49), but for Moses it is good news. Paul himself also rejoiced wholeheartedly that the Gospel was preached, even "of envy and strife" (Phil. 1:15-18). If God has shown us the way of separation "outside the camp, bearing his reproach", let us refrain from judging in an attitude of superiority those believers who, perhaps more godly and devoted than we are, have not understood this separation. All we possess or know, it is to the pure grace of God that we owe it.
We can imagine what would happen to the mass of dead quails under the desert sun! Galatians 6:8 warns that "he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption".



August 17

Numbers 12:1-16

1And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.2And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it.3(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)4And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.5And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.6And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.7My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.8With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?9And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed.10And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.11And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.12Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb.13And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.14And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again.15And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.16And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.


"The tongue", says James, "is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison" (James 3:6 . . .). Once again we notice its ravages. Not here in the form of grumblings among the "mixed multitude" (ch. 11), but of criticisms and slanders which defile the most honourable of the family of the leaders of the people: Aaron the High Priest and Miriam the prophetess. Their malicious words had perhaps been whispered "in the ear" in the greatest secrecy (Luke 12:3). But . . . "the LORD heard it" (v. 2; Num. 11:1). Let us never forget that our most confidential remarks have One who hears them in heaven. Moses says nothing. Every time a challenge to the LORD'S rights is involved, his anger flares up righteously, but for his own defence his extreme meekness is demonstrated by his silence. Thus it is God who takes up the defence of His servant. He summons the three concerned into the tabernacle, then calls on the two guilty ones to step forward. The gravity of the punishment reveals that of the sin committed. Miriam is smitten with leprosy. For the first time Moses opens his mouth to plead for his unfortunate sister that she should be healed.
May the Lord preserve us from "envies, and all evil speakings"! (1 Peter 2:1).


August 18

Numbers 13:1-26

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them.3And Moses by the commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all those men were heads of the children of Israel.4And these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.5Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.6Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.7Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph.8Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun.9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi.11Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.12Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli.13Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.14Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.15Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.16These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua.17And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into the mountain:18And see the land, what it is; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many;19And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;20And what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the firstripe grapes.21So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath.22And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)23And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.24The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence.25And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.26And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land.


The people are getting near the promised land. Moses sends out twelve men as scouts, their mission to explore the country and to bring back both information and some of its fruits. Forty days are necessary for this reconnaissance. The spies go up to Hebron, a place with which we are already familiar; it is there that Abraham bought the cave of Machpelah for a tomb. They bring back a bunch of grapes so heavy that it needs two men to carry it.
For us the promised land is heaven. Like the people, we are still in the wilderness, type of this world. We have not seen the inheritance into which God is going to bring us. But there is One who knows it and can speak to us of it; this is the Holy Spirit, who occupies us with heavenly things. Just as the grapes of Eshcol brought proof positive of the richness of the country, the Spirit gives us an earnest, that is to say a foretaste of the joys of heaven. He makes us know the things of God (1 Cor. 2:12). He receives what is Christ's and shows it to us (John 16:14). Although we are still in a world which morally is a desert to our souls, we can already be occupied with the One whom having not seen, we love (1 Peter 1:8).


August 19

Numbers 13:27-33; Numbers 14:1-10

27And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.28Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.29The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.30And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.31But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.32And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.33And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.
1And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.2And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!3And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?4And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.5Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.6And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes:7And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.8If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.9Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.10But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel.


Twelve scouts had set out: one for each tribe. Initially there was no distinction between them. But the forty days' journey put the men to the test (the number 40 in the Bible always speaks of testing). And on their return each one shows what was in his heart. The result? Ten are unbelieving; two only, Joshua and Caleb, have confidence in God. Faith knows the Lord and assesses circumstances from His viewpoint; unbelief on the other hand measures them by human dimensions and is checked by visible obstacles. The giants, sons of Anak, were not imaginary, neither were the high walls. But the men's fault was to take account of their own limitations and to be taken up with what their enemies thought of them (v. 33). They should have looked to the LORD. Joshua and Caleb are not ashamed to declare their faith before everybody. They value the prize of the promised inheritance and urge their brethren to take possession of it. Is this not a fine example! Let us be found among those who recommend "the land" rather than among those who discourage souls from following Jesus!
Not to agree with others is always difficult and sometimes dangerous. The two men avoid being stoned by the people (v. 10), but they have God on their side.


August 20

Numbers 14:11-25

11And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them?12I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they.13And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among them;)14And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have heard that thou LORD art among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.15Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying,16Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.17And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying,18The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.19Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.20And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word:21But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.22Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;23Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it:24But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.25(Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.


"This people has provoked me", declares the LORD (see vv. 11 and 23). In disparaging the "exceeding good land" (v. 7; cf. Ps. 106:24), it is God in reality who is the object of their provocation and of their ingratitude. How then can we describe the attitude of so many people who despise a gift which is no less than heaven, and whose giver is God Himself?
Moses intervenes again, as in the episode of the golden calf. In no way does he allow himself to be tempted by the offer which would make of him a new leader of a race (v. 12; Ex. 32:10). Putting forward an irrefutable argument, he reminds the LORD that the greatness of His name is at stake in the sight of the nations. Then, giving full value to what he has learnt to know of Him and quoting His own words (Ex. 34:6-7), he reminds Him that He is longsuffering and abundant in goodness and truth. He suggests that this is precisely an opportunity for Him to forgive iniquity and transgression. Where no fault exists there is no place for pardon. But the sin of man, mine and yours, has provided God with an opportunity to display His grace. Children of God, we also know this God who forgives. He is our Father. And beside Him we have an Advocate full of love: Jesus our Saviour (1 John 2:1).


August 21

Numbers 14:26-45

26And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,27How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me.28Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you:29Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me,30Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.31But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised.32But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness.33And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness.34After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.35I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.36And the men, which Moses sent to search the land, who returned, and made all the congregation to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander upon the land,37Even those men that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague before the LORD.38But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search the land, lived still.39And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of Israel: and the people mourned greatly.40And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up into the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up unto the place which the LORD hath promised: for we have sinned.41And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of the LORD? but it shall not prosper.42Go not up, for the LORD is not among you; that ye be not smitten before your enemies.43For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye are turned away from the LORD, therefore the LORD will not be with you.44But they presumed to go up unto the hill top: nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and Moses, departed not out of the camp.45Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and smote them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.


In the middle of this sad episode, what a consolation it is to be able to consider Joshua and Caleb. They have "another spirit" with them (v. 24). Furthermore they do not lose their reward. Alone amongst all their generation they enter into the land. Until then they have to share the lot of the guilty nation: to wander for forty years across the barren wilderness. But during this long pilgrimage, they are continually encouraged by the memory of the land they have already visited, this country of Canaan whose fruit they have already tasted.
Moses announces the distressing news. How do the people react? When Caleb urged them to go up boldly and to take possession of the land, they wanted to return to Egypt or spoke of perishing in the wilderness (Num. 13:31; Num. 14:2). Now that God's judgment makes them retrace their steps towards the Red Sea, and that He announces that they will die in the wilderness, they wish to sidestep the punishment and reply: "Lo, we be here, and will go up . . . " (v. 40). The heart of man is never in agreement with God, in particular when it is a matter of recognising faults committed, of submitting to discipline and of humbly accepting the consequences of one's sins. Notwithstanding that Moses says to them, "Do not go up", they persist and suffer a cruel defeat.


August 22

Numbers 15:1-21

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land of your habitations, which I give unto you,3And will make an offering by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, or a sacrifice in performing a vow, or in a freewill offering, or in your solemn feasts, to make a sweet savour unto the LORD, of the herd, or of the flock:4Then shall he that offereth his offering unto the LORD bring a meat offering of a tenth deal of flour mingled with the fourth part of an hin of oil.5And the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink offering shalt thou prepare with the burnt offering or sacrifice, for one lamb.6Or for a ram, thou shalt prepare for a meat offering two tenth deals of flour mingled with the third part of an hin of oil.7And for a drink offering thou shalt offer the third part of an hin of wine, for a sweet savour unto the LORD.8And when thou preparest a bullock for a burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in performing a vow, or peace offerings unto the LORD:9Then shall he bring with a bullock a meat offering of three tenth deals of flour mingled with half an hin of oil.10And thou shalt bring for a drink offering half an hin of wine, for an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.11Thus shall it be done for one bullock, or for one ram, or for a lamb, or a kid.12According to the number that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do to every one according to their number.13All that are born of the country shall do these things after this manner, in offering an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.14And if a stranger sojourn with you, or whosoever be among you in your generations, and will offer an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD; as ye do, so he shall do.15One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and also for the stranger that sojourneth with you, an ordinance for ever in your generations: as ye are, so shall the stranger be before the LORD.16One law and one manner shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojourneth with you.17And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,18Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land whither I bring you,19Then it shall be, that, when ye eat of the bread of the land, ye shall offer up an heave offering unto the LORD.20Ye shall offer up a cake of the first of your dough for an heave offering: as ye do the heave offering of the threshingfloor, so shall ye heave it.21Of the first of your dough ye shall give unto the LORD an heave offering in your generations.


After the tragic scenes of Num. 14, it would be reasonable to think that the people's unbelief and rebellion had taken away all their rights to the land of Canaan. This is why God comes to speak immediately afterwards of the land of promise, by which He shows that nothing will dissuade Him from accomplishing His purposes of grace. At the same time He makes mention in ch. 15 of the different sacrifices: burnt offering (v. 3), peace offering (v. 8), sin offering (v. 24), with the meat offerings and drink offerings, as if to remind them that He has the resources to deal with the worst crimes, or rather one single resource which is, in its multiple aspects, the work of His Beloved. From this there arises, however sad the people's condition may be, "a sweet savour unto the LORD" (an expression repeated five times). The work of Christ presented figuratively in its many varied aspects is also displayed as being for the benefit of the greatest number of people. The law for the stranger was identical to that for the Israelite by birth; he was allowed to offer the same sacrifices and the same drink offerings, prefiguring a grace reaching out beyond Israel, a gospel preached to every creature under heaven (Col. 1:23).
Vv. 17-21 deal with the firstfruits and remind us that the Lord always has the first claim upon everything we possess (Matt. 6:33).


August 23

Numbers 15:22-41

22And if ye have erred, and not observed all these commandments, which the LORD hath spoken unto Moses,23Even all that the LORD hath commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day that the LORD commanded Moses, and henceforward among your generations;24Then it shall be, if ought be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of the congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bullock for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour unto the LORD, with his meat offering, and his drink offering, according to the manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering.25And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they shall bring their offering, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD, for their ignorance:26And it shall be forgiven all the congregation of the children of Israel, and the stranger that sojourneth among them; seeing all the people were in ignorance.27And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year for a sin offering.28And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he sinneth by ignorance before the LORD, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him.29Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them.30But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.31Because he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.32And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the sabbath day.33And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation.34And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him.35And the LORD said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp.36And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as the LORD commanded Moses.37And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,38Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue:39And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:40That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.41I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD your God.


The Word which discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart carefully draws the distinction between sins "of negligence" (v. 22), resulting from ignorance or neglect, and sins "of presumption" (v. 30), committed wilfully in defiance of the divine will. No provision was made for the latter, as is shown by the example of the punishment of the man who had no respect for the Sabbath (vv. 32-36). "Who can understand his errors? Cleanse thou me from secret faults", prays the psalmist. But he adds, aware of his weakness, "Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me . . . " (Ps. 19:12-13).
With regard to evil, the Israelite had a further preventive measure: this fringe, attached to his robe by a riband of blue, a reminder that he is bound to the LORD, and a permanent warning not to soil his garment. What a fine symbol for us believers of our heavenly character which we should never lose sight of! Let us thus be preserved from sin in our walk and also from seeking after our own heart and our own eyes (v. 39). "Seek those things which are above, . . . Set your affection on things above . . . ", enjoins Colossians 3:1-2.


August 24

Numbers 16:1-15

1Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:2And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:3And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?4And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face:5And he spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even to morrow the LORD will shew who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto him: even him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him.6This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company;7And put fire therein, and put incense in them before the LORD to morrow: and it shall be that the man whom the LORD doth choose, he shall be holy: ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.8And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi:9Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them?10And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the priesthood also?11For which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together against the LORD: and what is Aaron, that ye murmur against him?12And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: which said, We will not come up:13Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us?14Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will not come up.15And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Respect not thou their offering: I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them.


To this sad story of the people in the wilderness is now added an ominous page. The Epistle of Jude gives it this title, "the gainsaying of Core" (Jude 11). This incident shows just how far we can be led by the pride of which ch. 15 speaks: a veritable revolt against God. Korah was a Levite of the family of Kohath. Not satisfied with his noble service, he set his heart on the priesthood which the LORD had entrusted to Aaron and to his family. To accomplish the service of the tabernacle, "to stand before the congregation to minister unto them" (v. 9) is not enough for Korah and for his accomplices; they want to go higher. Alas! some Christians are equally discontented with the service the Lord has allocated to them. They want to have importance, to set themselves above others — total contrast with the One who "came not to be ministered unto, but to minister . . . "! (read Mark 10:45).
As for Dathan and Abiram, they dare to apply to Egypt the expression designating the land of Canaan: "a land that floweth with milk and honey" (v. 13). And Moses's "rule" is to them intolerable (v. 13). These men represent civil rebellion, whereas Korah personifies religious apostasy.


August 25

Numbers 16:16-35

16And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company before the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron, to morrow:17And take every man his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the LORD every man his censer, two hundred and fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each of you his censer.18And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron.19And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the congregation.20And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,21Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.22And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?23And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,24Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.25And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him.26And he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins.27So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side: and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children.28And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind.29If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the LORD hath not sent me.30But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD.31And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them:32And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.33They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.34And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up also.35And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense.


Korah exalted himself in his own eyes (v. 1) But it is written, "whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased" (Luke 14:11). The Proverbs confirm this truth, so often proved right in human history: "Pride goeth before destruction . . . (Prov. 16:18). The rebels do not have long to wait for this result. What a frightening spectacle! The earth opens under their feet; they are swallowed up alive with all that belongs to them. Moses had taken care to give warning: "Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men" (v. 26), and this is evidently what the sons of Korah did. They knew they should take God's side rather than that of their father, recognising in the latter a wicked man. Indeed, Num. 26:11 teaches us, ". . . the children of Korah died not". We shall come across them later on as singers and composers of psalms. Amongst these, Psalm 84 contains a brief resume of their story: "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness" (v. 10 — the sons of Korah are also doorkeepers of the temple).
Children of a guilty race, we are spared, if we have believed, from a judgment still more terrible. How great is the grace of God!


August 26

Numbers 16:36-50

36And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,37Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder; for they are hallowed.38The censers of these sinners against their own souls, let them make them broad plates for a covering of the altar: for they offered them before the LORD, therefore they are hallowed: and they shall be a sign unto the children of Israel.39And Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers, wherewith they that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad plates for a covering of the altar:40To be a memorial unto the children of Israel, that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense before the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as his company: as the LORD said to him by the hand of Moses.41But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD.42And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.43And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation.44And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,45Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces.46And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun.47And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, and made an atonement for the people.48And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.49Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that died about the matter of Korah.50And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague was stayed.


It is not only "against Moses and against Aaron", nor yet "against the LORD" (vv. 3, 11), that Korah and his men have sinned. It is also "against their own souls" (v. 38). Thus it is with all unbelievers: they will be for ever their own victims. A sudden punishment has just come upon the ringleaders, and God sees to it that this should not be forgotten; it is as it were displayed upon the altar (v. 38). This notwithstanding, on the following day the entire nation gathers together and demonstrates against its two leaders. At the outset there had been one man at the head: Korah, with Dathan and Abiram. Then two hundred and fifty men joined them. Now it is the whole congregation that rises up (v. 41). How fickle the human heart is! We have already seen that ten spies are enough to side-track all the people (Num. 13). That is why Galatians 6:7 gives us this warning: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap".
The plague is about to begin. As in v. 4 Moses falls on his face with Aaron. Afterwards the latter does not lose a moment. He who has been envied, insulted, unjustly accused, makes atonement for the people with the one acceptable censer. Beautiful figure of Christ, once again, as the supreme Intercessor!


August 27

Numbers 17:1-13

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon his rod.3And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be for the head of the house of their fathers.4And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, where I will meet with you.5And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you.6And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their fathers' houses, even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among their rods.7And Moses laid up the rods before the LORD in the tabernacle of witness.8And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds.9And Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD unto all the children of Israel: and they looked, and took every man his rod.10And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not.11And Moses did so: as the LORD commanded him, so did he.12And the children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish.13Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle of the LORD shall die: shall we be consumed with dying?


By consuming the two hundred and fifty rebels, the LORD has shown whom He had marked out to exercise the priesthood. Aaron alone has been accepted with his censer. Another test, this time speaking of life, is to confirm the divine selection. From among the twelve rods brought by the princes, one only, that of Aaron, gives an extraordinary proof of vitality: in one night, it produces buds, blossom and fruit. Admirable picture of the resurrection of Christ, "assurance unto all men" of the glory of Jesus and of the efficacy of His work! (Acts 17:31). Many imposters have claimed to have a divine mission. But they are dead and not one has ever risen again. Christ is the only man to have passed through death in "the power of an endless life" (Heb. 7:16), and He now exercises on high His holy priesthood on the behalf of His own. More than that: the fruit produced in each one of those who belong to Him constitutes at present – we could say out of season – the visible witness of a Saviour who is living although still hidden from view.
Aaron's rod is afterwards placed in the ark (v. 10; Hebrews 9:4), so as to remind us while crossing the wilderness that the source of life is found in Christ alone.


August 28

Numbers 18:1-19

1And the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood.2And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the tabernacle of witness.3And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die.4And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger shall not come nigh unto you.5And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar: that there be no wrath any more upon the children of Israel.6And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel: to you they are given as a gift for the LORD, to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.7Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office for every thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have given your priest's office unto you as a service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.8And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Behold, I also have given thee the charge of mine heave offerings of all the hallowed things of the children of Israel; unto thee have I given them by reason of the anointing, and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever.9This shall be thine of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every oblation of theirs, every meat offering of theirs, and every sin offering of theirs, and every trespass offering of theirs, which they shall render unto me, shall be most holy for thee and for thy sons.10In the most holy place shalt thou eat it; every male shall eat it: it shall be holy unto thee.11And this is thine; the heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of the children of Israel: I have given them unto thee, and to thy sons and to thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.12All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them which they shall offer unto the LORD, them have I given thee.13And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, which they shall bring unto the LORD, shall be thine; every one that is clean in thine house shall eat of it.14Every thing devoted in Israel shall be thine.15Every thing that openeth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto the LORD, whether it be of men or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the firstborn of man shalt thou surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem.16And those that are to be redeemed from a month old shalt thou redeem, according to thine estimation, for the money of five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.17But the firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem; they are holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and shalt burn their fat for an offering made by fire, for a sweet savour unto the LORD.18And the flesh of them shall be thine, as the wave breast and as the right shoulder are thine.19All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer unto the LORD, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: it is a covenant of salt for ever before the LORD unto thee and to thy seed with thee.


By the rod that budded, the LORD has now confirmed the dignity of the family of Aaron. This is the reason why ch. 18 speaks once more of the priesthood and delineates its privileges. The first: the sons of Levi are adjoined (this is what the name Levi means) to the priests. They are given to them as a gift for the LORD (v. 6): type of the ministry of the Word which instructs the worshipper. The second of these gifts is the service itself (v. 7). So far from being deserved by the one who exercises it, all service is a grace that God confers on us. Let us realise that we are unprofitable servants (Luke 17:10). If the Lord deigns to make use of us, it is not because He has need of us, but because He wants to grant us the joy of working for Him. Finally vv. 8-19 enumerate the various gifts corresponding to the "hallowed things" brought by the children of Israel. Once again these are the different offerings, types of Christ, which we are called to feed upon and to enjoy. Here are "all the best" and at the same time "the firstfruits" (v. 12), reminding us of God's intention and the apostle's wish "that in all things he (Christ) might have the pre-eminence" (Col. 1:18).


August 29

Numbers 18:20-32

20And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel.21And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.22Neither must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh the tabernacle of the congregation, lest they bear sin, and die.23But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they shall bear their iniquity: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they have no inheritance.24But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.25And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,26Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the LORD, even a tenth part of the tithe.27And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of the threshingfloor, and as the fulness of the winepress.28Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto the LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive of the children of Israel; and ye shall give thereof the LORD's heave offering to Aaron the priest.29Out of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, even the hallowed part thereof out of it.30Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best thereof from it, then it shall be counted unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of the winepress.31And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it is your reward for your service in the tabernacle of the congregation.32And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, when ye have heaved from it the best of it: neither shall ye pollute the holy things of the children of Israel, lest ye die.


The LORD adds to all the gifts He has just given to Aaron and to his family the most excellent of all (vv. 1-19): He gives Himself to be shared by all His own. "I am thy part and thine inheritance", He says in v. 20. "The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup" — "God is . . . my portion for ever", reply David and Asaph respectively (Ps. 16:5 and Ps. 73:26). Is not the choicest gift God has given us His own Son? And if Christ is our lot, what more can we wish for whilst still on earth? May we realise with the Levites that we have no other inheritance, no other real possession down here. On the other hand we have everything in Heaven since we have Jesus there.
The Israelite was required to pay a tithe on his income for the service of the sanctuary (Lev. 27:30). These tithes made provision for the needs of the Levites who had neither threshing-floor nor winepress (v. 30), nor land to grow crops. But they were not thereby deprived of having their share of goods. In their turn the Levites gave a tithe of all they received.
We can happily sum up ch. 18 by the grand statement in the New Testament: "All are yours, and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. 3:22-23).


August 30

Numbers 19:1-10

1And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,2This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke:3And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her before his face:4And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times:5And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn:6And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst of the burning of the heifer.7Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp, and the priest shall be unclean until the even.8And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and shall be unclean until the even.9And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.10And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: and it shall be unto the children of Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among them, for a statute for ever.


The sacrifice of the red heifer occupies a special place, in the middle of the book of the wilderness, simply because it is only visualised in type as for the needs of the wilderness. Like the other sacrifices, this one represents certain aspects of the person and work of Christ. This red heifer, without spot and in which was no blemish, and upon which no yoke ever came calls to mind Him who was the spotless Victim who did not know the terrible yoke of sin like we do.
When the victim had been slain outside the camp, its blood was sprinkled before the tabernacle. Then it was totally burnt. The fat was not offered to the LORD, and the priest did not eat any part of it. On the contrary the ashes were gathered up, and an abundant supply of water of purification was thereby procured, sufficient to wash away all the defilement of all the Israelites, all through their wilderness journey. This sacrifice does not correspond any more than those of Leviticus 4 to the needs of the unconverted, but to those of believers when they have failed. The work of Jesus, performed once, is a resource sufficient to cleanse from their sins and to maintain in communion His redeemed ones who are exposed to defilement. The Holy Spirit applies by the Word (the water) the remembrance of Christ's sufferings (the ashes) to the heart and conscience of the believer who has fallen into defilement.


August 31

Numbers 19:11-22

11He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.12He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean.13Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him.14This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days.15And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is unclean.16And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.17And for an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel:18And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave:19And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at even.20But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the LORD: the water of separation hath not been sprinkled upon him; he is unclean.21And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that he that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of separation shall be unclean until even.22And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean until even.


The virtue of the water which contained the ashes of the heifer matched the many instances in which defilement took place during the wilderness journey. To touch a dead body or a human bone corresponds for us to contact with the corruption and violence of this world. The flesh can show itself in the family (the tent: v. 14), so then give special attention to your children, these "open vessels" so easily offended! (v. 15; Luke 17:2). It can appear outside, in our work (in the open fields: v. 16). A little deception, a slander, a foolish word or an unseemly joke (Eph. 5:4); each of us can make his own list of these "little bones", fleshly manifestations we often pass over without paying any attention to them. Yes! the believer is defiled by these shortcomings. They don't seem very important to those who do not know Jesus, but we who love Him should take them seriously; we remember that it was to atone for things like these that He had to suffer and die. Each time we have to renew what corresponds to this process of purification – judgment of ourselves in the light of the Word of God, and fresh realisation of the efficacy of the work of Christ.



September 1

Numbers 20: 1-13

1Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there.2And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.3And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!4And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there?5And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.6And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them.7And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,8Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.9And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.10And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?11And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.12And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.13This is the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.


No water! The grumbling begins again. The people gather themselves together and chide as they did at Meribah (Ex. 17). Have they made no progress since they began the wilderness journey, in spite of their rich experiences of the love of God? "And why . . . and wherefore . . .?" (vv. 4 and 5). No water! Yet the rock is always there. The LORD is obliged to remind even Moses of it. Only it is not the repetition of "why?" which can make the water flow. One must speak to this rock. Lovely type of prayer, do you not think? God could give us all that is necessary without ever waiting for us to need it; but He wants us to ask Him for it, to remind us that we depend on Him. Moses here makes a distressing mistake. Instead of speaking to the rock, he strikes it impatiently and hastily. Outwardly not a very important gesture, but in reality of grave significance! Just as the rock had been smitten once at Horeb and should never have been so again, so Christ has received once for all at the cross the blows of divine judgment. Henceforth He has no more to suffer and to die. His work is sufficient to give to His own living water in abundance all along the wilderness way. But we have to speak to Him . . . do we?


September 2

Numbers 20:14-29

14And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travail that hath befallen us:15How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians vexed us, and our fathers:16And when we cried unto the LORD, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border:17Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country: we will not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of the wells: we will go by the king's highway, we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders.18And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee with the sword.19And the children of Israel said unto him, We will go by the high way: and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only, without doing any thing else, go through on my feet.20And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against him with much people, and with a strong hand.21Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border: wherefore Israel turned away from him.22And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto mount Hor.23And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying,24Aaron shall be gathered unto his people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of Meribah.25Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor:26And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there.27And Moses did as the LORD commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation.28And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount.29And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel.


A glance at the map shows that to pass from the wilderness to the Jordan valley going round the Dead Sea, you have to cross Seir, Edom's country. Remembering their relationship to this nation (Esau, the ancestor of Edom, was Jacob's brother), Israel asks them for permission to pass through. But Edom replies by a refusal accompanied by threats. What hardness of heart! That their brethren are at that moment exhausted (v. 14) leaves them unmoved. Self-interest, the fear of being inconvenienced, override all other sentiments. Edom with its king represents the world and its ruler which would like to prevent the children of God from reaching heaven, their home.
This request on the part of Israel is beautiful! It bears witness to their former condition, and to what God has done for them. Next it states that they have need of nothing; they will pass through on foot merely, without being indebted to anyone. Neither the fields, nor the vines (for us life's business and the world's joys), nor the wells of Edom, since the rock has been found again, none of these has any attraction for a people on their way to their homeland.
Just as the LORD had announced in v. 12, Aaron dies before the entry into Canaan, and the succession passes to his son Eleazar.


September 3

Numbers 21:1-15

1And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners.2And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.3And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah.4And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.5And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.6And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.8And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.9And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.10And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in Oboth.11And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abarim, in the wilderness which is before Moab, toward the sunrising.12From thence they removed, and pitched in the valley of Zared.13From thence they removed, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, which is in the wilderness that cometh out of the coasts of the Amorites: for Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites.14Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of the LORD, What he did in the Red sea, and in the brooks of Arnon,15And at the stream of the brooks that goeth down to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon the border of Moab.


The victory at Hormah is obtained forty years after the defeat at the same place (Num. 14:45). Alas! so soon afterwards, discouragement comes on the scene: "there is no bread, neither is there any water" (v. 5). There is no shortage of manna, but it is despised. The rock has been struck, but they forget to speak to it. Type of what happens when we neglect the Word and prayer! To lose sight of these resources is to sink down into discouragement and complaints; it is to expose ourselves to Satan's attacks. The bite of the serpents leads Israel to feel and to confess their sins. Then Moses intercedes – once again – and the LORD prescribes a remedy: this serpent of brass put on a pole. One single look upon it brings the cure. The Lord Jesus in His interview with Nicodemus explains the spiritual import of this wilderness incident. The brazen serpent lifted up by Moses is Himself, the Son of Man lifted up on the cross; it is Christ "made . . . sin for us" (2 Cor. 5:21), made like even to the power of evil in order to bear its judgment. Such is the extent of the love of God for the world! (John 3:14-16). Dear reader, have you directed the look of faith upon the Saviour lifted up on the cross? Have you got eternal life?


September 4

Numbers 21:16-35

16And from thence they went to Beer: that is the well whereof the LORD spake unto Moses, Gather the people together, and I will give them water.17Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:18The princes digged the well, the nobles of the people digged it, by the direction of the lawgiver, with their staves. And from the wilderness they went to Mattanah:19And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:20And from Bamoth in the valley, that is in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah, which looketh toward Jeshimon.21And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,22Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink of the waters of the well: but we will go along by the king's high way, until we be past thy borders.23And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.24And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon was strong.25And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.26For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon.27Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and prepared:28For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords of the high places of Arnon.29Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: he hath given his sons that escaped, and his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites.30We have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, and we have laid them waste even unto Nophah, which reacheth unto Medeba.31Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.32And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove out the Amorites that were there.33And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he, and all his people, to the battle at Edrei.34And the LORD said unto Moses, Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.35So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him alive: and they possessed his land.


At the LORD's command, the people gather around the well (Beer). Princes and nobles dug in the ground, and water gushed out from deep springs for the refreshment of all – type of the treasures of the Word brought to light by servants of God for our enrichment. Princes engaged in fruitful work (those who labour among you are those who are over you in the Lord, according to 1 Thess. 5:12), these are "nobles of the people" (v. 18); so the Bereans – "more noble than those in Thessalonica" (Acts 17:11) – applied themselves to the study of the Scriptures by the direction of "the Lawgiver", that is to say Christ. Sometimes one admires and envies nobility; well, this is the nobility the Bible recognises and sets before us, for each child of God is bidden to search the Scriptures (John 5:39). Spiritual refreshment enjoyed around the well rejoiced the people's heart. "Is any merry, let him sing psalms" (James 5:13). And Israel sings. Since the Red Sea, forty years ago, we have not seen them doing so (apart from the profane songs and dances around the golden calf). Now murmuring at last gave place to praise.
With joy Israel also found strength (Neh. 8:10). They exercise it in fighting their first battles against Sihon and Og and in gaining splendid victories.


September 5

Numbers 22:1-21

1And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side Jordan by Jericho.2And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.3And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was distressed because of the children of Israel.4And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up all that are round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time.5He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me:6Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.7And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak.8And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as the LORD shall speak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam.9And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee?10And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,11Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face of the earth: come now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them out.12And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed.13And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for the LORD refuseth to give me leave to go with you.14And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us.15And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable than they.16And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me:17For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.18And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more.19Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the LORD will say unto me more.20And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.21And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab.


We now leave Israel for a few days to find out what is happening to their enemies. Filled with fear, Moab, with their king Balak, saw Israel coming up from the wilderness, covering the country and taking up a position right in front of them. They tremble for their harvest in danger of being plundered "as the ox licketh up the grass . . . ". Let Moab be reassured! When the manna, the Bread of life, is appreciated by God's people, they wish for nothing that the world possesses. In order to conquer Israel, Balak thinks to make use of supernatural methods. He calls to his help the diviner Balaam whose reputation he knows. This man personifies throughout scripture an accommodating clergy, hiring themselves out for reward (Deut. 23:4; Jude 11). Balaam is torn between his desire to earn the riches and honours promised by Balak's emissaries and the consciousness that he is unable to go beyond the sovereign will of God. Visited by Him, Balaam hears this categorical and incontrovertible declaration: "Thou shalt not go . . . thou shalt not curse the people for they are blessed"! In the hope of persuading the LORD to revoke His declaration, the faithless prophet forgets that God does not change (cf. Num. 23:19). So that, when the second deputation arrives, he is allowed to go where his greedy heart sends him.


September 6

Numbers 22:22-41

22And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.23And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way.24But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side.25And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again.26And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.27And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff.28And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?29And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee.30And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.31Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face.32And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me:33And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.34And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again.35And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.36And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast.37And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to honour?38And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.39And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.40And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with him.41And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the people.


And so Balaam saddled his ass and set out with a light heart, making an advance calculation of his reward of iniquity. But in the LORD'S eyes, his way is perverse (v. 32), which indicates that it leads to perdition. Balaam pretends to obey God whilst he is in reality "drawn away of his own lust" (James 1:14). The LORD wants to make him understand it and speaks to him in a miraculous fashion by the mouth of his ass. No effect! Then the angel reveals himself to him and warns him (read 2 Peter 2:15-16). More foolish and more blind than his ass, Balaam persists and the LORD allows him to go on . . . Does it not happen that in order to stop us, God stands in the way of our own will? He sets up obstacles that speak on His behalf, if we know how to listen. There are many occasions when we should ask ourselves if the Lord may not be standing in the way of a project of which He disapproves!
The New Testament mentions "the way of Balaam", then his "error" (Jude 1), and lastly his "doctrine" (Rev. 2:14). To act of one's own will always leads one further astray.
Balak and Balaam now met for their nefarious work. Together these two confederates are a type of the wicked king called "the Beast", and of the false prophet or Antichrist, who in the times foretold in the Revelation, will be driven by Satan against Israel and against God.


September 7

Numbers 23:1-12

1And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams.2And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a ram.3And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will go: peradventure the LORD will come to meet me: and whatsoever he sheweth me I will tell thee. And he went to an high place.4And God met Balaam: and he said unto him, I have prepared seven altars, and I have offered upon every altar a bullock and a ram.5And the LORD put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.6And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab.7And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.8How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not defied?9For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.10Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!11And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto me? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them altogether.12And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which the LORD hath put in my mouth?


Balaam, who has already succeeded in going where he wished, would now like to persuade God to say what he wished Him to say. But in spite of himself, to Balak's great wrath, his four pompous discourses are transformed into glorious benedictions. Such also is the final effect of Satan's present accusations against the Lord's redeemed ones (Rev. 12:10). As the story of Job teaches us, God allows such attacks to turn to the good of His own. And notice that everything happens on the mountain without the knowledge of the people in the plain; they are just as ignorant of the enemy's intentions as of the way in which God foils them.
"The people shall dwell alone" (v. 9); this is the primary character of Israel, to be a people separated for God. So it is of the true Church and of each believer. The Christian is morally separated from a world under judgment. He is set apart for the Lord. "Let my last end be like his!" wishes Balaam in conclusion (v. 10). But to "die the death of the righteous", one must have lived their life. But Balaam like many others is a double-minded man, trying to serve two masters. He professes to fear the LORD, offers the perfect number of sacrifices, all the while only listening to the desires of his own heart.


September 8

Numbers 23:13-30

13And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me unto another place, from whence thou mayest see them: thou shalt see but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them all: and curse me them from thence.14And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar.15And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering, while I meet the LORD yonder.16And the LORD met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, Go again unto Balak, and say thus.17And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said unto him, What hath the LORD spoken?18And he took up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor:19God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?20Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.21He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: the LORD his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them.22God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn.23Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel: according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!24Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift up himself as a young lion: he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain.25And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all.26But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying, All that the LORD speaketh, that I must do?27And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another place; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence.28And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, that looketh toward Jeshimon.29And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams.30And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar.


"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth?" (Rom. 8:33-34). As though He is laughing at the accuser, the LORD charges him to proclaim from the top of the mountain that He "hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither . . . seen perverseness in Israel". In reading this v. 21, one cannot help wondering: How can God affirm what is so obviously contradicted by the facts? Has He forgotten the grumbles, the lusting, the idolatry, the rebellion? V. 23 gives us the answer: "according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!" While the people were piling up faults in the wilderness, the LORD was accomplishing the work necessary to make them fit to enter the land. He had made provision for all the sins of His own in giving the sacrifices, the priesthood, the serpent of brass, all of them types of the work of Christ. So that, if God speaks in this way, it is not because He indulgently passes over evil, but in contemplating His people, He sees His work. He has constantly before His eyes the work of His Son, and would not be faithful and just towards this perfect Saviour if He still imputed the least fault to those whom He has washed in His blood (1 John 1:9).


September 9

Numbers 24:1-13

1And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness.2And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents according to their tribes; and the spirit of God came upon him.3And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said:4He hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:5How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!6As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign aloes which the LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.7He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.8God brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up the nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, and pierce them through with his arrows.9He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee.10And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: and Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether blessed them these three times.11Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought to promote thee unto great honour; but, lo, the LORD hath kept thee back from honour.12And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which thou sentest unto me, saying,13If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of the LORD, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but what the LORD saith, that will I speak?


To utter his third prophecy, Balaam dispenses with the former enchantments (v. 1). A man given over to spiritism, a habitual instrument of demons, he is constrained to utter the oracles that God puts into his mouth. And the more Balaam persists, the more the people will be blessed. V. 5 declares not only the absence of iniquity in Jacob (grace), but also the admirable beauty of the tents of Israel (glory). In the midst of these tents rose up that of the LORD Himself, the abode of His glory, so that all the camp was made partaker of that glory.
The Church is still in the wilderness, but God already considers her in the light of her glorious relation with His beloved Son. She is the Bride of Christ, clothed in His eyes in all the perfections of her divine Bridegroom. God calls upon us to regard the Assembly, as well as each brother and sister individually, from "the top of the rocks" (Num. 23:9), that is to say in the same way as He Himself views them from heaven. Then we shall have quite a different view of them. We shall see the shining beauty of the robe of righteousness with which the Lord has reclothed His own. We shall notice in them the reflection of the glories of Jesus. And if there are some sad features we cannot avoid noticing also, this will give us a fresh opportunity to admire the extent of divine pardon.


September 10

Numbers 24:14-25

14And now, behold, I go unto my people: come therefore, and I will advertise thee what this people shall do to thy people in the latter days.15And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said:16He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:17I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.18And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly.19Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city.20And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, Amalek was the first of the nations; but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever.21And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, and said, Strong is thy dwellingplace, and thou puttest thy nest in a rock.22Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur shall carry thee away captive.23And he took up his parable, and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth this!24And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever.25And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place: and Balak also went his way.


This last prophecy of Balaam the diviner begins in fact by an oracle about himself. What a great responsibility he bears! He hears the words of God; he knows the knowledge of the Most High; he sees the vision of the Almighty! In spite of these inestimable privileges, he comes to grief. Many so-called Christians will say, "Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name . . .?" (Matt. 7:22). But they will share Balaam's fate because the knowledge of scriptural truths will not have had any effect on their consciences. To have one's eyes open to see Jesus, but "not now" and "not nigh" (v. 17), what an appalling future! It is the lot of the rich man in the parable, who, being in torment, contemplates the happiness of the elect (Luke 16). "Every eye shall see him" (Rev. 1:7), but not under the same conditions. When and how will you see the Lord?
Before Balaam unfolds a whole prophetic panorama. A brilliant star shines forth: Christ, the King of glory. His appearing will correspond to the judgment of the nations bordering the land of Israel: in the first place Moab itself. Jesus is this splendid Morning Star, announcing the dawn of day (Rev. 2:28; Rev. 22:16). Still unseen by the world, it has already risen in the hearts of the redeemed (2 Peter 1:19).


September 11

Numbers 25:1-18

1And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.2And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.3And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel.4And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel.5And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baal-peor.6And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.7And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;8And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.9And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.10And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,11Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.12Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:13And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.14Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites.15And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.16And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,17Vex the Midianites, and smite them:18For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake.


We must refer to 31:16 to understand what happens next. In Balaam's mind, having seen that the much desired reward has escaped him, a diabolical idea has germinated. He had himself declared that God did not see any iniquity or perverseness in Israel (Num. 23:21). Let us change all that, said he to himself, by inducing these people to sin. As a result of this, the LORD will be obliged to curse them. Are they a nation that is to dwell alone? (Num. 23:9). Let us incite them to mix with other nations. And Balaam taught Balak "to cast a stumbling-block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication" (Rev. 2:14). From this dark scheming results the sad and humiliating affair of Baal-Peor. This goes to show that the invitations of the world are more to be feared than its curses! The people fall into the trap set by Moab and their ally Midian. It takes the zeal of Phinehas to turn away the LORD'S wrath and to stay the plague. His attitude at once receives its reward and we learn how pleasing to the Lord is a young man or a young woman who, surrounded by generally dissolute moral standards, has maintained a pure life, and has known how to stand his ground courageously for Him.


September 12

Numbers 26:1-65

1And it came to pass after the plague, that the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying,2Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, throughout their father's house, all that are able to go to war in Israel.3And Moses and Eleazar the priest spake with them in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,4Take the sum of the people, from twenty years old and upward; as the LORD commanded Moses and the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt.5Reuben, the eldest son of Israel: the children of Reuben; Hanoch, of whom cometh the family of the Hanochites: of Pallu, the family of the Palluites:6Of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.7These are the families of the Reubenites: and they that were numbered of them were forty and three thousand and seven hundred and thirty.8And the sons of Pallu; Eliab.9And the sons of Eliab; Nemuel, and Dathan, and Abiram. This is that Dathan and Abiram, which were famous in the congregation, who strove against Moses and against Aaron in the company of Korah, when they strove against the LORD:10And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that company died, what time the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they became a sign.11Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not.12The sons of Simeon after their families: of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the family of the Jachinites:13Of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites: of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.14These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty and two thousand and two hundred.15The children of Gad after their families: of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites:16Of Ozni, the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the Erites:17Of Arod, the family of the Arodites: of Areli, the family of the Arelites.18These are the families of the children of Gad according to those that were numbered of them, forty thousand and five hundred.19The sons of Judah were Er and Onan: and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.20And the sons of Judah after their families were; of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites: of Pharez, the family of the Pharzites: of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites.21And the sons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites.22These are the families of Judah according to those that were numbered of them, threescore and sixteen thousand and five hundred.23Of the sons of Issachar after their families: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Pua, the family of the Punites:24Of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.25These are the families of Issachar according to those that were numbered of them, threescore and four thousand and three hundred.26Of the sons of Zebulun after their families: of Sered, the family of the Sardites: of Elon, the family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites.27These are the families of the Zebulunites according to those that were numbered of them, threescore thousand and five hundred.28The sons of Joseph after their families were Manasseh and Ephraim.29Of the sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites: and Machir begat Gilead: of Gilead come the family of the Gileadites.30These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the family of the Jeezerites: of Helek, the family of the Helekites:31And of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites: and of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites:32And of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites.33And Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters: and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.34These are the families of Manasseh, and those that were numbered of them, fifty and two thousand and seven hundred.35These are the sons of Ephraim after their families: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthalhites: of Becher, the family of the Bachrites: of Tahan, the family of the Tahanites.36And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites.37These are the families of the sons of Ephraim according to those that were numbered of them, thirty and two thousand and five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph after their families.38The sons of Benjamin after their families: of Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites:39Of Shupham, the family of the Shuphamites: of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites.40And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: and of Naaman, the family of the Naamites.41These are the sons of Benjamin after their families: and they that were numbered of them were forty and five thousand and six hundred.42These are the sons of Dan after their families: of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan after their families.43All the families of the Shuhamites, according to those that were numbered of them, were threescore and four thousand and four hundred.44Of the children of Asher after their families: of Jimna, the family of the Jimnites: of Jesui, the family of the Jesuites: of Beriah, the family of the Beriites.45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites.46And the name of the daughter of Asher was Sarah.47These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those that were numbered of them; who were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.48Of the sons of Naphtali after their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: of Guni, the family of the Gunites:49Of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.50These are the families of Naphtali according to their families: and they that were numbered of them were forty and five thousand and four hundred.51These were the numbered of the children of Israel, six hundred thousand and a thousand seven hundred and thirty.52And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,53Unto these the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the number of names.54To many thou shalt give the more inheritance, and to few thou shalt give the less inheritance: to every one shall his inheritance be given according to those that were numbered of him.55Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot: according to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit.56According to the lot shall the possession thereof be divided between many and few.57And these are they that were numbered of the Levites after their families: of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites: of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the family of the Merarites.58These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, the family of the Korathites. And Kohath begat Amram.59And the name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister.60And unto Aaron was born Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.61And Nadab and Abihu died, when they offered strange fire before the LORD.62And those that were numbered of them were twenty and three thousand, all males from a month old and upward: for they were not numbered among the children of Israel, because there was no inheritance given them among the children of Israel.63These are they that were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.64But among these there was not a man of them whom Moses and Aaron the priest numbered, when they numbered the children of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.65For the LORD had said of them, They shall surely die in the wilderness. And there was not left a man of them, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.


Forty years have rolled by since the numbering of chapter 1. The LORD calls for a recount of "the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel". A comparison between the two censuses, at the beginning and at the end of the wilderness, brings to light the disastrous and irremediable consequences of the faults that have been committed. The tribe of Simeon, more guilty than the others in the affair of Baal-Peor, has been decimated (v. 14; cf. Num. 1:23). This results in a proportional reduction of their inheritance in Canaan since, according to the LORD's instructions to Moses, " . . . to few thou shalt give the less inheritance" (v. 54). This truth speaks to us all: a faltering walk results in eternal loss for the Christian and can deprive him of his "crown" (Rev. 3:11). From Reuben through to Naphtali the numbering is done in the same order as the first time, according to the standards of the tribes (Num. 2). That the sum total is almost identical (v. 51; Num. 1:46) demonstrates the power of the grace of God who has taken charge of this immense army of six hundred thousand men, without counting women and children, during forty years across the wilderness. God's resources have never proved inadequate for the needs of His people and He will also take care of each one of us until our last day here on earth.


September 13

Numbers 27:1-11

1Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph: and these are the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah.2And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying,3Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, and had no sons.4Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our father.5And Moses brought their cause before the LORD.6And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,7The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them.8And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter.9And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren.10And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's brethren.11And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.


We noticed yesterday that the men only were to be counted. There are however certain women to whom a whole paragraph is devoted here, and further on an entire chapter. What was so remarkable about them, these five daughters of Zelophehad, that so much should be said about them? They might be considered rather bold to dare to present themselves before Moses, Eleazar, the princes and all the congregation, to claim a share in the inheritance. Are not these some more murmurings such as we have already so often heard arising amongst the people? Certainly not! The murmurings expressed regret at what was being left behind in Egypt, whilst what these women are asking for is dictated by their eagerness for what lies ahead: the land of promise. This is why the LORD Himself heartily approves them. In reply to Moses who "brought their cause" before Him, He declares, "The daughters of Zelophehad speak right". What an example they give to those of us who have had Christian parents! Let us ask if the inheritance of our fathers: that which preceding generations have been fervently waiting for, possesses the same attraction and the same value to our hearts.


September 14

Numbers 27:12-23

12And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel.13And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered.14For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.15And Moses spake unto the LORD, saying,16Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation,17Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep which have no shepherd.18And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him;19And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight.20And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient.21And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation.22And Moses did as the LORD commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation:23And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses.


The LORD now talks with His servant Moses about the end of his career. Because of his mistake at the waters of Meribah, he will not be permitted to bring the people into the land. What at once troubles the man of God is that Israel could find themselves without a leader. Instead of thinking of himself, he intercedes yet again for the people, asking that they should not be like sheep without a shepherd (v. 17). The same thought occupied the heart of the Lord Jesus. Consider Him in Matthew 9:36 "moved with compassion" towards the multitude "because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd". Moreover, was He not in their midst, the Good Shepherd Himself? But they did not want Him.
In reply to Moses' request, the LORD designates Joshua, "a man in whom is the spirit". Inside the tabernacle, this man has learnt from his youth to know the LORD (Ex. 33:11). Afterwards he faithfully fulfilled a mission of trust: the exploration of the land. Finally, as Moses before him, Joshua has been trained for forty years in the wilderness school, the long school of patience. Only then does God call him for the service He has reserved for him: to lead the people into Canaan.


September 15

Numbers 28:1-31; Numbers 29:1-40

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, and my bread for my sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet savour unto me, shall ye observe to offer unto me in their due season.3And thou shalt say unto them, This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto the LORD; two lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a continual burnt offering.4The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer at even;5And a tenth part of an ephah of flour for a meat offering, mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil.6It is a continual burnt offering, which was ordained in mount Sinai for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.7And the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured unto the LORD for a drink offering.8And the other lamb shalt thou offer at even: as the meat offering of the morning, and as the drink offering thereof, thou shalt offer it, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.9And on the sabbath day two lambs of the first year without spot, and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offering thereof:10This is the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.11And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD; two young bullocks, and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot;12And three tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one bullock; and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one ram;13And a several tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a meat offering unto one lamb; for a burnt offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.14And their drink offerings shall be half an hin of wine unto a bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a ram, and a fourth part of an hin unto a lamb: this is the burnt offering of every month throughout the months of the year.15And one kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the LORD shall be offered, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.16And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the LORD.17And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten.18In the first day shall be an holy convocation; ye shall do no manner of servile work therein:19But ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for a burnt offering unto the LORD; two young bullocks, and one ram, and seven lambs of the first year: they shall be unto you without blemish:20And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall ye offer for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram;21A several tenth deal shalt thou offer for every lamb, throughout the seven lambs:22And one goat for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you.23Ye shall offer these beside the burnt offering in the morning, which is for a continual burnt offering.24After this manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the seven days, the meat of the sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: it shall be offered beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.25And on the seventh day ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work.26Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work:27But ye shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the LORD; two young bullocks, one ram, seven lambs of the first year;28And their meat offering of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto one bullock, two tenth deals unto one ram,29A several tenth deal unto one lamb, throughout the seven lambs;30And one kid of the goats, to make an atonement for you.31Ye shall offer them beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, (they shall be unto you without blemish) and their drink offerings.
1And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you.2And ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the LORD; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year without blemish:3And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram,4And one tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:5And one kid of the goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you:6Beside the burnt offering of the month, and his meat offering, and the daily burnt offering, and his meat offering, and their drink offerings, according unto their manner, for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.7And ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month an holy convocation; and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein:8But ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD for a sweet savour; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they shall be unto you without blemish:9And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram,10A several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:11One kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their drink offerings.12And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work, and ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days:13And ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD; thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year; they shall be without blemish:14And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto every bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two tenth deals to each ram of the two rams,15And a several tenth deal to each lamb of the fourteen lambs:16And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.17And on the second day ye shall offer twelve young bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without spot:18And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:19And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering thereof, and their drink offerings.20And on the third day eleven bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish;21And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:22And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering.23And on the fourth day ten bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish:24Their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:25And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.26And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without spot:27And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:28And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering.29And on the sixth day eight bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish:30And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:31And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.32And on the seventh day seven bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish:33And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:34And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.35On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall do no servile work therein:36But ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: one bullock, one ram, seven lambs of the first year without blemish:37Their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullock, for the ram, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:38And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering.39These things ye shall do unto the LORD in your set feasts, beside your vows, and your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat offerings, and for your drink offerings, and for your peace offerings.40And Moses told the children of Israel according to all that the LORD commanded Moses.


In these ch. 28 and 29, the sacrifices are not listed according to their significance, but in relation to the occasions on which they should be presented. Let us pay attention, dear children of God, to make of every circumstance an opportunity for giving thanks (1 Thess. 5:18).
Ch. 29 deals with the offerings of the seventh month and, from v. 12 onwards, we notice from day to day a diminution in the number of bulls to be offered. That suggests those periods in our life during which the person of Jesus can, if we are not watchful, little by little lose His value for our souls. Prophetically, this ch. 29 will be fulfilled during the millennial reign. Many shall only submit by constraint (Ps. 18:44 – margin) so that a general decline in the appreciation of the glories of Christ will culminate in the final revolt of Gog and Magog (Rev. 20:7. . .).
Notice the contrast between the place occupied by the burnt offering (thirteen bulls, fourteen lambs . . .) and that of the sin offering: only one goat. The emphasis is in effect placed upon the full and continuous satisfaction which God finds in Christ: He is His offering, His bread, a sweet savour unto Him (Num. 28:2).


September 16

Numbers 30:1-16

1And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded.2If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.3If a woman also vow a vow unto the LORD, and bind herself by a bond, being in her father's house in her youth;4And her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, and her father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand.5But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth; not any of her vows, or of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand: and the LORD shall forgive her, because her father disallowed her.6And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, wherewith she bound her soul;7And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it: then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.8But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make her vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she bound her soul, of none effect: and the LORD shall forgive her.9But every vow of a widow, and of her that is divorced, wherewith they have bound their souls, shall stand against her.10And if she vowed in her husband's house, or bound her soul by a bond with an oath;11And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her, and disallowed her not: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.12But if her husband hath utterly made them void on the day he heard them; then whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or concerning the bond of her soul, shall not stand: her husband hath made them void; and the LORD shall forgive her.13Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish it, or her husband may make it void.14But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them.15But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he shall bear her iniquity.16These are the statutes, which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, between the father and his daughter, being yet in her youth in her father's house.


After the obligatory sacrifices of ch. 28 and 29, we find here the vows by which a man bound himself spontaneously toward the LORD. When a man made a vow, he was absolutely committed to fulfil it. This was called paying one's vows (Ps. 22: 25 and Ps. 116: 14, 18). A woman was not in the same way responsible if she lived with her father or with her husband. These had the right to disallow the vow of which they disapproved.
This chapter reminds us of the presumption with which Israel placed themselves under the law, undertaking to do all that God had said. "Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay" (Ecc. 5:5). In a general way, how important it is that all we decide can be ratified in heaven, approved by the Lord. James teaches us to attach this condition to all our projects: "If the Lord will, we shall live and this do, or that" (James 4:15). And as for the vows mentioned in our v. 3, the same writer enjoins; "swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay" (James 5:12; see also Matt. 5:33-37).


September 17

Numbers 31:1-54

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people.3And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the war, and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the LORD of Midian.4Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the war.5So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.6And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his hand.7And they warred against the Midianites, as the LORD commanded Moses; and they slew all the males.8And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword.9And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian captives, and their little ones, and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods.10And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with fire.11And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts.12And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho.13And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went forth to meet them without the camp.14And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle.15And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive?16Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.17Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him.18But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.19And do ye abide without the camp seven days: whosoever hath killed any person, and whosoever hath touched any slain, purify both yourselves and your captives on the third day, and on the seventh day.20And purify all your raiment, and all that is made of skins, and all work of goats' hair, and all things made of wood.21And Eleazar the priest said unto the men of war which went to the battle, This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD commanded Moses;22Only the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead,23Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation: and all that abideth not the fire ye shall make go through the water.24And ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and afterward ye shall come into the camp.25And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,26Take the sum of the prey that was taken, both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fathers of the congregation:27And divide the prey into two parts; between them that took the war upon them, who went out to battle, and between all the congregation:28And levy a tribute unto the LORD of the men of war which went out to battle: one soul of five hundred, both of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, and of the sheep:29Take it of their half, and give it unto Eleazar the priest, for an heave offering of the LORD.30And of the children of Israel's half, thou shalt take one portion of fifty, of the persons, of the beeves, of the asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of beasts, and give them unto the Levites, which keep the charge of the tabernacle of the LORD.31And Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses.32And the booty, being the rest of the prey which the men of war had caught, was six hundred thousand and seventy thousand and five thousand sheep,33And threescore and twelve thousand beeves,34And threescore and one thousand asses,35And thirty and two thousand persons in all, of woman that had not known man by lying with him.36And the half, which was the portion of them that went out to war, was in number three hundred thousand and seven and thirty thousand and five hundred sheep:37And the LORD's tribute of the sheep was six hundred and threescore and fifteen.38And the beeves were thirty and six thousand; of which the LORD's tribute was threescore and twelve.39And the asses were thirty thousand and five hundred; of which the LORD's tribute was threescore and one.40And the persons were sixteen thousand; of which the LORD's tribute was thirty and two persons.41And Moses gave the tribute, which was the LORD's heave offering, unto Eleazar the priest, as the LORD commanded Moses.42And of the children of Israel's half, which Moses divided from the men that warred,43(Now the half that pertained unto the congregation was three hundred thousand and thirty thousand and seven thousand and five hundred sheep,44And thirty and six thousand beeves,45And thirty thousand asses and five hundred,46And sixteen thousand persons;)47Even of the children of Israel's half, Moses took one portion of fifty, both of man and of beast, and gave them unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the tabernacle of the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses.48And the officers which were over thousands of the host, the captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, came near unto Moses:49And they said unto Moses, Thy servants have taken the sum of the men of war which are under our charge, and there lacketh not one man of us.50We have therefore brought an oblation for the LORD, what every man hath gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement for our souls before the LORD.51And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of them, even all wrought jewels.52And all the gold of the offering that they offered up to the LORD, of the captains of thousands, and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty shekels.53(For the men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.)54And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle of the congregation, for a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD.


At the instigation of Balaam, the women of Moab and of Midian lured Israel to worship their idols. The hour of judgment has struck. Vengeance upon the Midianites is pitiless: the nation is almost completely annihilated – a type for us of the urgency with which we are called upon to "pluck out" and to "cast from us" all the things that cause to offend (read Matt. 5:27-30). If we feel, for example, that a particular association presents a danger to our soul, let us not hesitate to break it, whatever anyone may think about it.
Vv. 25-54 suggest the happy results we can obtain by "exterminating" whatever is a snare to our souls. Far from our becoming impoverished (there lacked not one man of them – v. 49), it yields a great spiritual booty, to the profit of the whole congregation (v. 27), and of which God has His part by way of gratitude and thanksgiving.
Balaam, too, is slain with the sword (v. 8). He has not known "the death of the righteous" (Num. 23:10), and he has not long enjoyed the reward in exchange for which he had sold his soul. Such is the end of a perverse way, a way that leads to perdition. "For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Matt. 16:26).


September 18

Numbers 32:1-15

1Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle: and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the place was a place for cattle;2The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spake unto Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes of the congregation, saying,3Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Shebam, and Nebo, and Beon,4Even the country which the LORD smote before the congregation of Israel, is a land for cattle, and thy servants have cattle:5Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan.6And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?7And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the land which the LORD hath given them?8Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.9For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, that they should not go into the land which the LORD had given them.10And the LORD's anger was kindled the same time, and he sware, saying,11Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because they have not wholly followed me:12Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Joshua the son of Nun: for they have wholly followed the LORD.13And the LORD's anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of the LORD, was consumed.14And, behold, ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of sinful men, to augment yet the fierce anger of the LORD toward Israel.15For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the wilderness; and ye shall destroy all this people.


Arrived at the frontier of Canaan, the sons of Reuben and of Gad present themselves before Moses and before the princes with a sad request: " . . . bring us not over Jordan"! (v. 5). Moses in his indignation immediately thinks of Kadesh-barnea, forty years earlier. Is it once again unbelief, the fear of giants and fortified towns which makes these two tribes hold back? No indeed! But another unexpected reason: their flocks and herds! Victory over the Midianites has provided them with substantial booty (Num. 31). Reuben and Gad have had their share of it; their flocks and herds are now very numerous. Their eyes rest upon the rich pastures of the land of Gilead in which they are camped, and they wish to establish themselves there. For them, to settle down in advantageous and comfortable conditions has more attraction than has the land promised by the LORD. Many Christians are like that, did you know? They are saved without doubt; they belong to God's people. But the business of everyday life interests them more than eternity. Theirs is an earthly Christianity, a divided heart. Heaven for them has no present-day value. Does it not show how little devotion they have to the One who is there?


September 19

Numbers 32:16-42

16And they came near unto him, and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for our little ones:17But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of the inhabitants of the land.18We will not return unto our houses, until the children of Israel have inherited every man his inheritance.19For we will not inherit with them on yonder side Jordan, or forward; because our inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward.20And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed before the LORD to war,21And will go all of you armed over Jordan before the LORD, until he hath driven out his enemies from before him,22And the land be subdued before the LORD: then afterward ye shall return, and be guiltless before the LORD, and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the LORD.23But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.24Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep; and do that which hath proceeded out of your mouth.25And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, saying, Thy servants will do as my lord commandeth.26Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilead:27But thy servants will pass over, every man armed for war, before the LORD to battle, as my lord saith.28So concerning them Moses commanded Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel:29And Moses said unto them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben will pass with you over Jordan, every man armed to battle, before the LORD, and the land shall be subdued before you; then ye shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession:30But if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan.31And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, As the LORD hath said unto thy servants, so will we do.32We will pass over armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, that the possession of our inheritance on this side Jordan may be ours.33And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and unto half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the coasts, even the cities of the country round about.34And the children of Gad built Dibon, and Ataroth, and Aroer,35And Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer, and Jogbehah,36And Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran, fenced cities: and folds for sheep.37And the children of Reuben built Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Kirjathaim,38And Nebo, and Baal-meon, (their names being changed,) and Shibmah: and gave other names unto the cities which they builded.39And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, and took it, and dispossessed the Amorite which was in it.40And Moses gave Gilead unto Machir the son of Manasseh; and he dwelt therein.41And Jair the son of Manasseh went and took the small towns thereof, and called them Havoth-jair.42And Nobah went and took Kenath, and the villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own name.


In proposing to help their brethren in conquering the land of Canaan, the sons of Reuben and Gad show zeal, courage and even concern for something which profited others and not themselves. All these virtues do not replace in the LORD'S eyes love for Himself and for the land that He has given. The warriors of the two tribes will know the land of promise. They will cross the Jordan to help their brethren. But their wives and their little children will not go in. By their mistake, these latter will never enjoy the LORD'S promise (Num. 14:31). We remember that formerly Pharaoh tried to prevent the little children from leaving Egypt (Ex. 10:10-11). Now it is their own parents who prevent their arrival in Canaan. "Suffer the little children to come unto me", instructs the Lord Jesus, "and forbid them not" (Mark 10:14). There exist, alas! more than one means of hindering a child from coming to Jesus!
In the rich pastures of Gilead, the flocks and herds are undoubtedly going to thrive. For the families, on the other hand, it will be decadence, as the later history of these tribes well shows. Dear friends, which is the more important? Prosperity in our business or in our souls? They do not always go together.


September 20

Numbers 33:1-35

1These are the journeys of the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt with their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron.2And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment of the LORD: and these are their journeys according to their goings out.3And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.4For the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, which the LORD had smitten among them: upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments.5And the children of Israel removed from Rameses, and pitched in Succoth.6And they departed from Succoth, and pitched in Etham, which is in the edge of the wilderness.7And they removed from Etham, and turned again unto Pi-hahiroth, which is before Baal-zephon: and they pitched before Migdol.8And they departed from before Pi-hahiroth, and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and went three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham, and pitched in Marah.9And they removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim were twelve fountains of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and they pitched there.10And they removed from Elim, and encamped by the Red sea.11And they removed from the Red sea, and encamped in the wilderness of Sin.12And they took their journey out of the wilderness of Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.13And they departed from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.14And they removed from Alush, and encamped at Rephidim, where was no water for the people to drink.15And they departed from Rephidim, and pitched in the wilderness of Sinai.16And they removed from the desert of Sinai, and pitched at Kibroth-hattaavah.17And they departed from Kibroth-hattaavah, and encamped at Hazeroth.18And they departed from Hazeroth, and pitched in Rithmah.19And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched at Rimmon-parez.20And they departed from Rimmon-parez, and pitched in Libnah.21And they removed from Libnah, and pitched at Rissah.22And they journeyed from Rissah, and pitched in Kehelathah.23And they went from Kehelathah, and pitched in mount Shapher.24And they removed from mount Shapher, and encamped in Haradah.25And they removed from Haradah, and pitched in Makheloth.26And they removed from Makheloth, and encamped at Tahath.27And they departed from Tahath, and pitched at Tarah.28And they removed from Tarah, and pitched in Mithcah.29And they went from Mithcah, and pitched in Hashmonah.30And they departed from Hashmonah, and encamped at Moseroth.31And they departed from Moseroth, and pitched in Bene-jaakan.32And they removed from Bene-jaakan, and encamped at Hor-hagidgad.33And they went from Hor-hagidgad, and pitched in Jotbathah.34And they removed from Jotbathah, and encamped at Ebronah.35And they departed from Ebronah, and encamped at Ezion-gaber.


Having arrived at the frontier of the land, Moses and the children of Israel are invited to turn about and to look behind them. What a way they have travelled since the great Passover night! Besides happy or even glorious stages — Pi-Hahiroth and the crossing of the Red Sea, Elim with its wells and palm trees — certain other names had a sorrowful note: Sin and its murmuring, Rephidim with its disputes, Sinai with the golden calf, Kibroth-Hataavah with its lusting and the sad business of the quails . . . these names sadly evoke the crossing of the wilderness as so many lessons necessary to teach Israel — and every one of us — little by little to get to know their own hearts. Doubtless the people would have liked to wipe out certain of these names from their itinerary. Moses would have had his own personal reasons to keep quiet about Kadesh, with the waters of Meribah. Well, it is not possible! We cannot make past errors disappear nor retrace our steps to re-live a single hour of our life. But what we can do is to remember the lessons learnt on the way, the patience which has borne with us and the mercy of Him who has forgiven us everything.


September 21

Numbers 33:36-56

36And they removed from Ezion-gaber, and pitched in the wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.37And they removed from Kadesh, and pitched in mount Hor, in the edge of the land of Edom.38And Aaron the priest went up into mount Hor at the commandment of the LORD, and died there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the first day of the fifth month.39And Aaron was an hundred and twenty and three years old when he died in mount Hor.40And king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the children of Israel.41And they departed from mount Hor, and pitched in Zalmonah.42And they departed from Zalmonah, and pitched in Punon.43And they departed from Punon, and pitched in Oboth.44And they departed from Oboth, and pitched in Ije-abarim, in the border of Moab.45And they departed from Iim, and pitched in Dibon-gad.46And they removed from Dibon-gad, and encamped in Almon-diblathaim.47And they removed from Almon-diblathaim, and pitched in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo.48And they departed from the mountains of Abarim, and pitched in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.49And they pitched by Jordan, from Beth-jesimoth even unto Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab.50And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,51Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye are passed over Jordan into the land of Canaan;52Then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their pictures, and destroy all their molten images, and quite pluck down all their high places:53And ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land, and dwell therein: for I have given you the land to possess it.54And ye shall divide the land by lot for an inheritance among your families: and to the more ye shall give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give the less inheritance: every man's inheritance shall be in the place where his lot falleth; according to the tribes of your fathers ye shall inherit.55But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.56Moreover it shall come to pass, that I shall do unto you, as I thought to do unto them.


The desert wind has long ago obliterated all traces of the long pilgrimage. But each step has been recorded in God's book: "And they departed and pitched . . . and they removed and camped . . . A few verses quickly read summarise forty years and an equal number of stopping places, of which many are only mentioned here. But although we know nothing more about them, it has pleased God to record each name in His holy Book, as if to draw our attention to this searching verse, "Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?" (Job 31:4).
For us also, the passage of time has effaced the memory of the greater part of our past. Could we even say what we did yesterday without forgetting anything? But the Lord has kept a record of it. Nothing of it has escaped Him. It is as if a film has been made of our whole life, with no cuts. At the "judgment seat of Christ" (2 Cor. 5:10), this film will be run through before our eyes in the full light of God. What a challenging thought! If it happened now, not one of us could stand it. But with Jesus beside us we shall know neither shame nor fear of judgment. There will only be room for the inexpressible sense of the immensity of His grace, producing eternal worship.
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Numbers 34:1-29

1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,2Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of Canaan; (this is the land that shall fall unto you for an inheritance, even the land of Canaan with the coasts thereof:)3Then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, and your south border shall be the outmost coast of the salt sea eastward:4And your border shall turn from the south to the ascent of Akrabbim, and pass on to Zin: and the going forth thereof shall be from the south to Kadesh-barnea, and shall go on to Hazar-addar, and pass on to Azmon:5And the border shall fetch a compass from Azmon unto the river of Egypt, and the goings out of it shall be at the sea.6And as for the western border, ye shall even have the great sea for a border: this shall be your west border.7And this shall be your north border: from the great sea ye shall point out for you mount Hor:8From mount Hor ye shall point out your border unto the entrance of Hamath; and the goings forth of the border shall be to Zedad:9And the border shall go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall be at Hazar-enan: this shall be your north border.10And ye shall point out your east border from Hazar-enan to Shepham:11And the coast shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain; and the border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side of the sea of Chinnereth eastward:12And the border shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out of it shall be at the salt sea: this shall be your land with the coasts thereof round about.13And Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying, This is the land which ye shall inherit by lot, which the LORD commanded to give unto the nine tribes, and to the half tribe:14For the tribe of the children of Reuben according to the house of their fathers, and the tribe of the children of Gad according to the house of their fathers, have received their inheritance; and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance:15The two tribes and the half tribe have received their inheritance on this side Jordan near Jericho eastward, toward the sunrising.16And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,17These are the names of the men which shall divide the land unto you: Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.18And ye shall take one prince of every tribe, to divide the land by inheritance.19And the names of the men are these: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.20And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud.21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon.22And the prince of the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli.23The prince of the children of Joseph, for the tribe of the children of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod.24And the prince of the tribe of the children of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan.25And the prince of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnach.26And the prince of the tribe of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan.27And the prince of the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi.28And the prince of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.29These are they whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance unto the children of Israel in the land of Canaan.


After having looked backward with Israel, the LORD invites them to cast their eyes forward on the destination of their long journey. Some people are incessantly occupied with the past. They regret this or that, or else they boast of what they have done. That which must occupy the believer is what God has done. In his heart he can find a thousand replies to Balaam's question, "What hath God wrought?" But at the same time he looks before him, in the direction of his homeland. The boundaries of the inheritance were drawn for Israel by the same divine Hand that had directed their journey.
For us children of God, it is the Father's house that has been prepared for us. The Lord leaves us in no doubt on this subject. If it were not so, He would have told us. There are many mansions in His Father's house, to which He has gone to prepare a place for us (John 14:2).
To Israel the LORD only indicates the outline, the limits of their country. The Christian, on his part, knows hardly any more of his heavenly country. The Bible does not describe heaven to us. But what we do know about it is sufficient for us. It is the Father's house, our Father's house. The Lord Jesus is there and we shall for ever be there with Him.
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Numbers 35:1-15

1And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,2Command the children of Israel, that they give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their possession cities to dwell in; and ye shall give also unto the Levites suburbs for the cities round about them.3And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and the suburbs of them shall be for their cattle, and for their goods, and for all their beasts.4And the suburbs of the cities, which ye shall give unto the Levites, shall reach from the wall of the city and outward a thousand cubits round about.5And ye shall measure from without the city on the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits and the city shall be in the midst: this shall be to them the suburbs of the cities.6And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites there shall be six cities for refuge, which ye shall appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee thither: and to them ye shall add forty and two cities.7So all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be forty and eight cities: them shall ye give with their suburbs.8And the cities which ye shall give shall be of the possession of the children of Israel: from them that have many ye shall give many; but from them that have few ye shall give few: every one shall give of his cities unto the Levites according to his inheritance which he inheriteth.9And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,10Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over Jordan into the land of Canaan;11Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares.12And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment.13And of these cities which ye shall give six cities shall ye have for refuge.14Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities of refuge.15These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them: that every one that killeth any person unawares may flee thither.


In this land of Canaan, within the boundaries that have just been drawn, each tribe will receive its possession with the exception of the sons of Levi. In accordance with Jacob's prophecy, these would be dispersed in Israel because of the wicked conduct of their father (Gen. 49:7). But, by the grace of God, this punishment will be turned to blessing. Forty-eight towns distributed through all Israel will be allocated to the sons of Levi. Each tribe will have to give some to them in proportion to their inheritance. Thus these Levites, servants of the LORD and of their brethren, charged in particular with the teaching of the law, will be led by reason of their dispersion to exercise their ministry for the benefit of all the people.
Next there is the matter of the cities of refuge for the manslayer. The law in all its severity called for blood, whether it had been shed intentionally, from hatred, or on the other hand involuntarily. But to meet this last case, the LORD, at the same time as the law, had given a promise (read Ex. 21:12-13). He had undertaken to provide a shelter to which the one responsible for the death of another would be entitled to flee to save his life. This is a fine illustration of the refuge that God offers to the guilty sinner, reminding us that "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth" (Rom. 10:4).
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Numbers 35:16-34

16And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.17And if he smite him with throwing a stone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.18Or if he smite him with an hand weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.19The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer: when he meeteth him, he shall slay him.20But if he thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of wait, that he die;21Or in enmity smite him with his hand, that he die: he that smote him shall surely be put to death; for he is a murderer: the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer, when he meeteth him.22But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him any thing without laying of wait,23Or with any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing him not, and cast it upon him, that he die, and was not his enemy, neither sought his harm:24Then the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to these judgments:25And the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the revenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil.26But if the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his refuge, whither he was fled;27And the revenger of blood find him without the borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not be guilty of blood:28Because he should have remained in the city of his refuge until the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest the slayer shall return into the land of his possession.29So these things shall be for a statute of judgment unto you throughout your generations in all your dwellings.30Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die.31Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which is guilty of death: but he shall be surely put to death.32And ye shall take no satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of his refuge, that he should come again to dwell in the land, until the death of the priest.33So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.34Defile not therefore the land which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the LORD dwell among the children of Israel.


In its prophetic aspect, the city of refuge for the manslayer shelters the Jewish people who have crucified their Messiah without appreciating the scope of their crime (Luke 23:34). They have since that time been kept providentially by God far from their inheritance, until the end of the present dispensation, that is to say so long as Christ is priest after the similitude of Aaron.
In fact it is the entire human race which is guilty of the death of the Son of God. But, in His infinite mercy, God has provided man with a refuge from His own wrath, and this refuge is no other than the Victim Himself. Jesus is the One who delivers us "from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. 1:10).
Represented in this chapter at the same time by the victim and by the city of refuge, Christ is also represented in a third way, by the high priest whose death gave the signal for a return to the inheritance in complete safety (v. 28).
V. 31 states that no ransom (satisfaction), however great it might be, could be substituted on the man-slayer's behalf for the means of salvation that the LORD had provided. Neither silver nor gold (1 Peter 1:18), nor any works whatever (Eph. 2:9) can take the place of the shelter the sinner has found in Jesus Christ. "Neither is there salvation in any other . . ." (read Acts 4:12).
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Numbers 36:1-13

1And the chief fathers of the families of the children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, and before the princes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel:2And they said, The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel: and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his daughters.3And if they be married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be put to the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall it be taken from the lot of our inheritance.4And when the jubile of the children of Israel shall be, then shall their inheritance be put unto the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall their inheritance be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.5And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the LORD, saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well.6This is the thing which the LORD doth command concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them marry to whom they think best; only to the family of the tribe of their father shall they marry.7So shall not the inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every one of the children of Israel shall keep himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.8And every daughter, that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of the tribe of her father, that the children of Israel may enjoy every man the inheritance of his fathers.9Neither shall the inheritance remove from one tribe to another tribe; but every one of the tribes of the children of Israel shall keep himself to his own inheritance.10Even as the LORD commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad:11For Mahlal, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto their father's brothers' sons:12And they were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father.13These are the commandments and the judgments, which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.


We again meet the five daughters of Zelophehad, whom we already know. Here it is the chiefs of the tribe of Manasseh who now speak to Moses and to the princes about this matter of inheritance, apparently quite unimportant. What is the trouble? Each tribe was to possess its own territory. But in such cases as this where a woman received a share, her marriage to a man from another tribe would have made the inheritance pass to her husband's tribe. This must not happen. Moses settles the case on the LORD'S behalf. Marriages should be between persons of the same tribe. Young men and young women who belong to the Lord, this instruction concerns you! Marriage can make you lose the enjoyment of your heavenly inheritance. If she or he whom you think of marrying one day does not share in your inheritance, do not embark on any account on such a course!
It is striking that this book of the wilderness concludes with such a note concerning the inheritance. In fact the Jordan was not yet crossed. Was there not still ample time to think about it? Such is not God's thought. Already He is speaking to us about our heavenly country, for His desire is that our hearts should be occupied with it.
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Deuteronomy 1:1-18

1These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Dizahab.2(There are eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of mount Seir unto Kadesh-barnea.)3And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the LORD had given him in commandment unto them;4After he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Astaroth in Edrei:5On this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses to declare this law, saying,6The LORD our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount:7Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates.8Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.9And I spake unto you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you myself alone:10The LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of heaven for multitude.11(The LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you!)12How can I myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife?13Take you wise men, and understanding, and known among your tribes, and I will make them rulers over you.14And ye answered me, and said, The thing which thou hast spoken is good for us to do.15So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and known, and made them heads over you, captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and officers among your tribes.16And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren, and judge righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him.17Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it.18And I commanded you at that time all the things which ye should do.


The last book of Moses, Deuteronomy, partly repeats the stories and teachings of the previous books. Having reached the end of his life, the faithful leader retraces the events in the wilderness and their lessons for Israel for the benefit of a new generation. The men who came out of Egypt have all perished, so it has become necessary to warn and teach the young generation. With this in mind, the reading of Deuteronomy will be particularly beneficial to young believers. As if to urge them not to waste precious time, the book begins with an eloquent contrast. According to v. 2 eleven days would have been sufficient to lead the people from Horeb into Canaan. Yet it took forty years! (v. 3). Several of us sadly recall having wasted many years. You certainly do not have to wait until maturity or old age to be able to enter by faith into full possession of the "heavenly places". The Holy Spirit wants to teach us the truths and principles from the very outset of our Christian life.
Vv. 13-18 remind us of our sad tendency to quarrel amongst ourselves "by the way" (Gen. 45:24) and of the measures which the Lord is obliged to take from the very first steps of His people in the wilderness.
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Deuteronomy 1:19-28

19And when we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us; and we came to Kadesh-barnea.20And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the LORD our God doth give unto us.21Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.22And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, and they shall search us out the land, and bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into what cities we shall come.23And the saying pleased me well: and I took twelve men of you, one of a tribe:24And they turned and went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol, and searched it out.25And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down unto us, and brought us word again, and said, It is a good land which the LORD our God doth give us.26Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God:27And ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.28Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakims there.


From Horeb, the departure point, Israel heads towards Canaan, through the "great and terrible wilderness." And once again the dismal scene of Kadesh-barnea is before our eyes. We learn here that it was at the request of the people that the men were sent to explore the land (v. 22), something which Numbers 13 does not make clear. The root of the trouble lay there, in the lack of confidence in the LORD. They felt the need to make sure for themselves. And when we walk in such a way, "by sight" and not "by faith", the enemy is keen to place seemingly unsurmountable obstacles before us to make us retreat (v. 28).
As a result of their unbelief the whole of that generation died in the wilderness, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb. The epistle to the Hebrews uses this solemn example to warn all those who, even today, harden their hearts when they hear the Word of God. That Word is of no use when it is not "mixed with faith" (Heb. 4:2).
"Because the LORD hated us" (v. 27) the wretched people moaned. What is the saddest feature of unbelief? It is the fact that it is capable of casting doubt on a love which has nevertheless proved itself, the love of a God who did not spare His own Son from the cross (Rom. 8:31-32).
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Deuteronomy 1:29-46

29Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them.30The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes;31And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place.32Yet in this thing ye did not believe the LORD your God,33Who went in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your tents in, in fire by night, to shew you by what way ye should go, and in a cloud by day.34And the LORD heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, and sware, saying,35Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which I sware to give unto your fathers,36Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly followed the LORD.37Also the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt not go in thither.38But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in thither: encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.39Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it.40But as for you, turn you, and take your journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.41Then ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned against the LORD, we will go up and fight, according to all that the LORD our God commanded us. And when ye had girded on every man his weapons of war, ye were ready to go up into the hill.42And the LORD said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight; for I am not among you; lest ye be smitten before your enemies.43So I spake unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD, and went presumptuously up into the hill.44And the Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain, came out against you, and chased you, as bees do, and destroyed you in Seir, even unto Hormah.45And ye returned and wept before the LORD; but the LORD would not hearken to your voice, nor give ear unto you.46So ye abode in Kadesh many days, according unto the days that ye abode there.


The wilderness was great and terrible. But how had Israel crossed it? In the arms of the LORD (v. 31). To that statement expressing the deepest ungratefulness: "Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt" (v. 27), let us hear how God replies through the mouth of Moses: "The LORD thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son." What tenderness in that comparison! Acts 13: 18 completes it: "And he took care of them in the wilderness, like a mother, for about forty years".* The powerful love of a father, the profound tenderness of a mother; God wants to be everything for His own! (see also Ps. 103:13; Isa. 66:13). What does a love such as that demand in return? Nothing but the complete trust a small child shows who allows himself to be carried in his parent's arms.
Another proof of the LORD'S faithfulness was the way in which He had opened up the way to His people, exploring the places, then guiding them from one resting place to the next (v. 33). By sending out scouts (v. 22), was that not mistrusting and doubting His tender care?
The fears of unbelief were succeeded by an air of levity and presumption — an attitude which inevitably led to defeat before the enemy and subsequently caused bitter tears to flow (v. 45).
*J.N.D. Version (French)
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Deuteronomy 2:1-13

1Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea, as the LORD spake unto me: and we compassed mount Seir many days.2And the LORD spake unto me, saying,3Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn you northward.4And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall be afraid of you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore:5Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto Esau for a possession.6Ye shall buy meat of them for money, that ye may eat; and ye shall also buy water of them for money, that ye may drink.7For the LORD thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: he knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years the LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing.8And when we passed by from our brethren the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, through the way of the plain from Elath, and from Ezion-gaber, we turned and passed by the way of the wilderness of Moab.9And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot for a possession.10The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims;11Which also were accounted giants, as the Anakims; but the Moabites call them Emims.12The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which the LORD gave unto them.13Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. And we went over the brook Zered.


The Lord Jesus, the true Moses, desires that we should remember the wilderness not just as a place where we made many blunders (Deut. 1:32-46) but that we call to mind His unfailing goodness and patience throughout the journey. "The LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing", stated Moses to the people (v. 7). "Lacked ye anything?" Jesus asked His disciples as He left them: "And they said, Nothing" (Luke 22:35). It is in this way that the presence of the Lord with us every day according to His faithful promise (Matt. 28:20) is a guarantee for us that He knows our needs and will meet them by means of His unlimited resources. "He knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years . . . " (v. 7). The Lord measures the length of the wilderness and the time it takes to cross it. And what He gives is in proportion to the need.
The moment comes when the divine voice is heard: "Ye have compassed this mountain long enough" (v. 3).
My fellow Christian, we will soon hear the call from heaven which will put an end to our pilgrimage: the well-known voice of the Lord Jesus calling us to meet Him "in the air." What a joyful prospect!
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Deuteronomy 2:14-25

14And the space in which we came from Kadesh-barnea, until we were come over the brook Zered, was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of war were wasted out from among the host, as the LORD sware unto them.15For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from among the host, until they were consumed.16So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the people,17That the LORD spake unto me, saying,18Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day:19And when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession.20(That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in old time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims;21A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; but the LORD destroyed them before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead:22As he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed the Horims from before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this day:23And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.)24Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon: behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land: begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle.25This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the nations that are under the whole heaven, who shall hear report of thee, and shall tremble, and be in anguish because of thee.


Israel's long wandering through the wilderness was a just punishment for her unbelief. There was, however, another reason for the duration of the journey. As long as Israel had gallant men of war, the people were in danger of attributing the conquest of the land to their own power. So thirty-eight years were required for that generation of men of war to die (v. 14). John 5 tells the story of the cripple whom Jesus healed at the pool of Bethesda. It was also at the end of thirty-eight years that this unfortunate person completely gave up on any human help. He has to admit: "I have no man . . . , and it is then that Jesus makes him walk. Now the adults are dead and only the little children remain, of whom the people had said that they would be a prey; it is rightly they who are going to enter into the land (Deut. 1:39). Carried in the arms of the LORD they are more powerful than all the men of war. When man's power had gone, God's hour sounded (Deut. 32:36). He has prepared astounding victories and says to the people: "Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon: . . . begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle" (v. 24). He takes care of everything else.



October 1

Deuteronomy 2:26-37

26And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto Sihon king of Heshbon with words of peace, saying,27Let me pass through thy land: I will go along by the high way, I will neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left.28Thou shalt sell me meat for money, that I may eat; and give me water for money, that I may drink: only I will pass through on my feet;29(As the children of Esau which dwell in Seir, and the Moabites which dwell in Ar, did unto me;) until I shall pass over Jordan into the land which the LORD our God giveth us.30But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.31And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land before thee: begin to possess, that thou mayest inherit his land.32Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz.33And the LORD our God delivered him before us; and we smote him, and his sons, and all his people.34And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, and the women, and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain:35Only the cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities which we took.36From Aroer, which is by the brink of the river of Arnon, and from the city that is by the river, even unto Gilead, there was not one city too strong for us: the LORD our God delivered all unto us:37Only unto the land of the children of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto any place of the river Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor unto whatsoever the LORD our God forbad us.



Referring back to Genesis 15:16 we hear the LORD giving account to Abraham of the iniquity of the nations of Canaan (see also Deut. 9:5). However it was "not yet full." It took four hundred years for that evil to ripen. How great is God's patience! To think that for two thousand years He has tolerated a world which crucified His Son!
Those nations either side of the Jordan had heard of all that the LORD had done for Israel. Nevertheless they did not repent. Therefore judgment had to take place and nobody could be spared. The children would also perish. As we know that a young child who dies is destined for Heaven, these children were saved from a fate far worse than death. Would it not be right in thinking that when they grew up, they would have followed in the guilty footsteps of their parents, leading them into damnation?
Those nations were the enemies of the LORD and the people had to destroy them on account of God's glory. The Christian is never called, like Israel, to fight against men. In contrast, what he should imitate here is the meekness in which Israel presents her testimony (vv. 27-29).


October 2

Deuteronomy 3:1-17

1Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.2And the LORD said unto me, Fear him not: for I will deliver him, and all his people, and his land, into thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.3So the LORD our God delivered into our hands Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his people: and we smote him until none was left to him remaining.4And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we took not from them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.5All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled towns a great many.6And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying the men, women, and children, of every city.7But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to ourselves.8And we took at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites the land that was on this side Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount Hermon;9(Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion; and the Amorites call it Shenir;)10All the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.11For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants; behold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? nine cubits was the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit of a man.12And this land, which we possessed at that time, from Aroer, which is by the river Arnon, and half mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, gave I unto the Reubenites and to the Gadites.13And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, gave I unto the half tribe of Manasseh; all the region of Argob, with all Bashan, which was called the land of giants.14Jair the son of Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi; and called them after his own name, Bashan-havoth-jair, unto this day.15And I gave Gilead unto Machir.16And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites I gave from Gilead even unto the river Arnon half the valley, and the border even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon;17The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under Ashdoth-pisgah eastward.


When the enemy comes out to meet the people, the LORD begins by encouraging and reassuring Moses: "Fear him not" (v. 2). Then victory is achieved: "we smote him . . . we utterly destroyed them . . . we took possession . . . The cities which were walled up to heaven (Deut. 1:28) had seemed impregnable to an unbelieving Israel. Moses now proclaims: "There was not one city too strong for us" (Deut. 2:36). And what of the giants who had terrified them? God recalls much later: "Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the cedars and he was strong as the oaks" (Amos 2:9). Og, the king of Bashan, one of those terrible giants, was delivered, along with all his people, into the hands of Israel, just as Sihon was before him. God thus demonstrates His power and uses it to benefit His own people. An appropriate thought to encourage us whenever the power of the enemy threatens to terrify us! "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world," asserts the 1st epistle of John and "this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John 5:4). It is triumphant because it rests on Him who is stronger than the world. "Be of good cheer," the Lord Jesus tells us, "I have overcome the world" (John 16:33).


October 3

Deuteronomy 3:18-29

18And I commanded you at that time, saying, The LORD your God hath given you this land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed before your brethren the children of Israel, all that are meet for the war.19But your wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, (for I know that ye have much cattle,) shall abide in your cities which I have given you;20Until the LORD have given rest unto your brethren, as well as unto you, and until they also possess the land which the LORD your God hath given them beyond Jordan: and then shall ye return every man unto his possession, which I have given you.21And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall the LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest.22Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall fight for you.23And I besought the LORD at that time, saying,24O Lord GOD, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy might?25I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon.26But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter.27Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan.28But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see.29So we abode in the valley over against Beth-peor.


Some people regret all their lives not having been keen in their schooldays. And parents, who are not always listened to, warn their children that they are working for themselves and that poor studies run the high risk of being penalised by a poor career; all their future is at stake. Is it not the same with the Christian? Except that his entire life is made up of school years. If in the Christian life on earth he is a lazy pupil, an amateur lacking in the only right ambition for the Christian (2 Cor. 5:9 R.V. margin), if he does not see very far ahead, ("afar off"), his entry into the heavenly glory will not be richly blessed ("ministered abundantly"); he will suffer eternal loss (2 Peter 1:9, 11). The children of Reuben and Gad instruct us to this effect. Being the first to take possession of their inheritance does not constitute the best share. Quite the opposite! It is beyond Jordan where "the good land" and "that goodly mountain" are (v. 25). Moses knew this well. What a contrast between the dear leader whose heart was beyond Jordan but who was not allowed to enter, and these two and a half tribes who could have entered into Canaan but had not the slightest desire to do so! And your heart, dear friend, where is it set? In heaven with Jesus or on the earth with its visible things which pass away? (Luke 12: 34).


October 4

Deuteronomy 4:1-13

1Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.2Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.3Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Baal-peor: for all the men that followed Baal-peor, the LORD thy God hath destroyed them from among you.4But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive every one of you this day.5Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.6Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.7For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for?8And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?9Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;10Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children.11And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness.12And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice.13And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.


One solitary case of disobedience prevented Moses from entering the good land promised by the LORD. He is, therefore, in a better position than anyone to exhort the people to obey the LORD's commands "so that," he says, you may go in and possess the land" (v. 1). It is as if he were saying to them: "Don't let what happened to me happen to you as well; listen to and carry out the LORD's commandments properly!" "For this is your wisdom and your understanding" insists the man of God (v. 6). By obeying the will of God we put our own will aside, we give place to the wisdom which is from above which replaces our own (James 3:17). It follows that to keep the Word means at the same time to "keep thy soul diligently" (v. 9).
The authority of this divine Word is confirmed. Moses recollects under what circumstances and with what solemnity it was communicated.
"Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it" (v. 2). Many people who call themselves Christians add to Scripture traditions, superstitions and the human viewpoint. Others take out pages which annoy them or which they do not understand. One is just as guilty as the other (read Rev. 22:18-19).


October 5

Deuteronomy 4:14-28

14And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it.15Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire:16Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female,17The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air,18The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth:19And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven.20But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day.21Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and sware that I should not go over Jordan, and that I should not go in unto that good land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance:22But I must die in this land, I must not go over Jordan: but ye shall go over, and possess that good land.23Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he made with you, and make you a graven image, or the likeness of any thing, which the LORD thy God hath forbidden thee.24For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.25When thou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall have remained long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of the LORD thy God, to provoke him to anger:26I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed.27And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you.28And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.


Being in the centre of the surrounding nations Israel was to stand out by her wisdom and her understanding (Deut. 4:6). This wisdom and understanding consisted of knowing the only true God, listening to Him and being in submission to Him. Those nations bordering Israel were worshipping idols. As a result they "became vain in their imagination and their foolish heart was darkened; professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts and creeping things" (Rom. 1:21-23). It is that terrible sin of idolatry that Israel is to guard against here. Nowadays, except in pagan countries, we hardly come across this gross form of idolatry. However the New Testament gives this name to other sins: greed for example, and warns us solemnly that no idolater will inherit the kingdom of God (Eph. 5:5; 1 Cor. 6:9-10).
Whilst warning Israel, God does not hide from her what must come to pass: the people will corrupt themselves, they will serve pagan gods. The Word of God never flatters nor deludes us as to what our natural hearts are capable of doing.


October 6

Deuteronomy 4:29-49

29But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.30When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice;31(For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them.32For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?33Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live?34Or hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?35Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him.36Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee: and upon earth he shewed thee his great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the fire.37And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, and brought thee out in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt;38To drive out nations from before thee greater and mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is this day.39Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the LORD he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there is none else.40Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.41Then Moses severed three cities on this side Jordan toward the sunrising;42That the slayer might flee thither, which should kill his neighbour unawares, and hated him not in times past; and that fleeing unto one of these cities he might live:43Namely, Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, of the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead, of the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, of the Manassites.44And this is the law which Moses set before the children of Israel:45These are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which Moses spake unto the children of Israel, after they came forth out of Egypt,46On this side Jordan, in the valley over against Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom Moses and the children of Israel smote, after they were come forth out of Egypt:47And they possessed his land, and the land of Og king of Bashan, two kings of the Amorites, which were on this side Jordan toward the sunrising;48From Aroer, which is by the bank of the river Arnon, even unto mount Sion, which is Hermon,49And all the plain on this side Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the plain, under the springs of Pisgah.


Even though it has even greater responsibility than Israel, Christendom has lived up to what has been expected of it no better than that nation. Since the time of the apostles it has been in decline. But in the midst of this downfall of the professing Church God has traced a path for the believer which meets with His approval: that of individual obedience. Notice that when speaking of the decline the collective word "you" is used (vv. 25, 28). That is what is done as a responsible body of people. But for the awakening (vv. 29-31) it is the individual "thou" which is used. It is up to each person to listen to this voice which is speaking personally to the individual. Paul speaks to Timothy in this way in the troubled days of his second Epistle. He says, as it were, This is what has become of Christendom as a whole, but thou, continue in the things which thou hast learned (2 Tim. 3:14). God takes care to jog our memories with these things. "Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them . . . " writes Peter. (Read 2 Peter 1:12-13; 2 Peter 3:1-2). Let us not be surprised to find numerous repetitions in the Bible. Going through Deuteronomy we will come across many, starting with the law itself, repeated in ch. 5 and which justifies the name of this book (Deuteronomy = the second law).


October 7

Deuteronomy 5:1-21

1And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them.2The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.3The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.4The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire,5(I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the work of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying,6I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.7Thou shalt have none other gods before me.8Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:9Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,10And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.11Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.12Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee.13Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work:14But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.15And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.16Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.17Thou shalt not kill.18Neither shalt thou commit adultery.19Neither shalt thou steal.20Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour.21Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's.


For Israel it is now a question of listening to the statutes and judgments of the LORD, learning them and keeping them in order to carry them out (v. 1). These are significant verbs for each of us in relation to the whole of Scripture! The law is naturally the most important of all the instructions to Israel. It reveals on the one hand the perfection of Christ who carried it out to the letter, and on the other hand the wickedness of man who is capable of doing everything which is forbidden here (read 1 Tim. 1:9). That God should be obliged to say: "Thou shalt not kill . . . neither shalt thou steal" confirms that these inclinations towards evil are within us. That is why the law has a predominantly negative character. It is not "thou shalt" but "thou shalt not." The Christian life itself also consists of things to abstain from and things which are forbidden. 1 Peter 1:14; 1 Peter 2:1, 11 exhort the child of God not to conform to former lusts, to reject all hatred, deceit and envy . . . to abstain from fleshly lusts . . . But Christianity is equally rich in positive commandments since the believer possesses a new life which is capable of carrying them out. If God requires from us hearts which are free from various lusts, it is because He gives us an Object capable of satisfying those hearts, something the law could not do.


October 8

Deuteronomy 5:22-33

22These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.23And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;24And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath shewed us his glory and his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth.25Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire will consume us: if we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die.26For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?27Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say: and speak thou unto us all that the LORD our God shall speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it.28And the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the LORD said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have well said all that they have spoken.29O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!30Go say to them, Get you into your tents again.31But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land which I give them to possess it.32Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.33Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.


The law has been given. The LORD has nothing to add to it. The people now respond joyfully and spontaneously. How precious is this first love for God! "O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me . . . ," He confirms to His servant (v. 29). Much later, in the time of Jeremiah, He calls to mind that happy day: "I remember thee . . . the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness . . . " And with what sadness He has to add: "Yet my people have forgotten me days without number" (Jer. 2:2, 32).
Yes, the people spoke well; "they have well said all that they have spoken" (v. 28). However, God is not satisfied with just words. He will judge us according to our actions. "Ye shall observe to do therefore . . . " (v. 32). Let us ask the Lord to work in us "both to will and to do of his good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13).
A path has been marked out from which we should not stray, neither "to the right hand or to the left" (vv. 32, 33). How often have we suddenly taken a step away from the path of obedience, attracted by an unknown object or frightened by an obstacle. Let us follow the example of Josiah, that young king whose devotion shines amidst the idolatrous darkness of his time. He is the only person of whom it is said that he walked "in the ways of David his father, and declined neither to the right hand, nor to the left" (2 Chron. 34:2).


October 9

Deuteronomy 6:1-15

1Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it:2That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged.3Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:5And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.6And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:7And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.8And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.9And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.10And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,11And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full;12Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.13Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.14Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;15(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.


The love of God does not allow any sharing, any compromise. It is exclusive in the sense that it demands total commitment from us: heart, soul, strength and mind, our entire being should be seized by it. And no moment of our lives should escape its hold. In the home, during a meal, when we get up, when we go to bed, outside, in short every moment of every day we should make our precious Saviour the object of our thoughts and conversations (Ps. 73:25). How far away we are from this! However the Gospel presents us with the perfect example in whom all was for God. We hear Jesus quote that "first and great commandment" with the authority of the only One ever to carry it out perfectly: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind . . ." (Matt. 22:37-38). The Word of God was continually bound upon His heart, so that when the Enemy appeared in the wilderness, He had in His hands this trusty sword with which to answer him. Jesus quotes vv. 13 and 16 to shut Satan's mouth twice. Hence the importance for us of knowing verses by heart. "That ye may learn them . . . " advocates Deut. 5:1. The devil can do nothing against Scripture when we know how to quote it to defeat him.


October 10

Deuteronomy 6:16-25; Deuteronomy 7:1-6

16Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.17Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.18And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers,19To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the LORD hath spoken.20And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded you?21Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand:22And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes:23And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto our fathers.24And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.25And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.
1When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou;2And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them:3Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.4For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.5But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire.6For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.


Tempting God (v 16) means effectively putting Him on the spot to prove what He says. It is nothing less than unbelief. At Massah the people wanted to know for certain that the LORD was indeed amongst them (Ex. 17:7), whereas Jesus had no need whatsoever to throw Himself from the height of the temple to know that orders had been given to the angels concerning Him (Matt. 4:6).
According to v. 7, parents were responsible for teaching the words of the LORD to their children. Our v. 20 envisages the sons questioning their fathers. Such questions are provided for on three other occasions. In Exodus 12:26 it is the subject of the Passover (what is the way of salvation?). In Exodus 13:14 it deals with the separation which follows (why this continual separation from the world?). Finally in Joshua 4:6 it is with respect to the twelve stones taken from the Jordan and placed in Canaan (a question relating to the heavenly position of the believer and the unity of the Church as the body of Christ). Dear young friends, ask these questions! What fine replies you will receive! (vv. 21-25).
Israel was to spare nothing belonging to the Canaanites nor of their gods. This was not to satisfy the warlike and domineering spirit which generally motivates conquering nations, but because Israel was a holy people unto the LORD (v. 6).


October 11

Deuteronomy 7:7-26

7The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people:8But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.9Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;10And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face.11Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this day, to do them.12Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers:13And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee.14Thou shalt be blessed above all people: there shall not be male or female barren among you, or among your cattle.15And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee.16And thou shalt consume all the people which the LORD thy God shall deliver thee; thine eye shall have no pity upon them: neither shalt thou serve their gods; for that will be a snare unto thee.17If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations are more than I; how can I dispossess them?18Thou shalt not be afraid of them: but shalt well remember what the LORD thy God did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt;19The great temptations which thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the LORD thy God brought thee out: so shall the LORD thy God do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid.20Moreover the LORD thy God will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed.21Thou shalt not be affrighted at them: for the LORD thy God is among you, a mighty God and terrible.22And the LORD thy God will put out those nations before thee by little and little: thou mayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee.23But the LORD thy God shall deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction, until they be destroyed.24And he shall deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy their name from under heaven: there shall no man be able to stand before thee, until thou have destroyed them.25The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it is an abomination to the LORD thy God.26Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing.


You and I, we tend to love those people who love us, those who are attractive to us and likable (Luke 6:32). The love of God is of a completely different nature. It was in action towards Israel even in Egypt, the feeble and miserable nation that was not seeking after Him, "the fewest of all people" (vv. 7, 8). It was the same toward us while we were without strength, ungodly, yet sinners, enemies (Rom. 5: 6, 8, 10). Man loves when he finds reasons in others for such a feeling; it is a love of merit. In contrast, all God's reasons for loving us were within His own heart, with the result that this love extends to all His creatures without any distinction. Henceforward the love which God expects from man is only a just response to His love; it has a motive: "We love him because he first loved us" (1 John 4:19). It also has a consequence for us: obedience (v. 9). To this the heart of God responds afresh, but with a particular feeling, that of v. 13 which, in the New Testament, corresponds to the promise of the Lord Jesus: "If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him . . ." (John 14:23; 1 John 5:3). Have we had such an experience?


October 12

Deuteronomy 8:1-20

1All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers.2And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.3And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.4Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty years.5Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee.6Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him.7For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills;8A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey;9A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.10When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the good land which he hath given thee.11Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:12Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;13And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied;14Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;15Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint;16Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;17And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.18But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.19And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.20As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.


"Thou shalt remember . . . remember!" It is like the main heading for this book. For the heart of Israel, like our own, is quick to forget God, His acts of deliverance, His promises, His commandments (cf. Mark 8:17 . . .). The LORD had carried His people "as a man doth bear his son" (Deut. 1:31). Here He chastens them "as a man chasteneth his son" (v. 5). To be carried and chastened are two privileges of the child of God (Heb. 12:5 . . .). The second one appears to us to be more difficult to accept than the first. But what is God's purpose in allowing these experiences in the wilderness? That is repeated three times: "to humble thee" (vv. 2, 3, 16). A man in need is more likely to turn to his Creator and that is exactly what God expects, for the trial is never an end in itself, rather a means "to do thee good at thy latter end" (v. 16). What a contrast between the wilderness which Israel has just passed through, "drought, where there was no water" (v. 15) and the "good land", filled with streams, fountains and depths into which Israel is about to enter! What a contrast, too, between the food in Egypt (Num. 11) and the rich and plentiful fruits of the land of Canaan giving strength, joy, health and sweetness and calling to mind the fruit of the Spirit set out in Galatians 5:22-23!


October 13

Deuteronomy 9:1-17

1Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over Jordan this day, to go in to possess nations greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced up to heaven,2A people great and tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say, Who can stand before the children of Anak!3Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee.4Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath cast them out from before thee, saying, For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess this land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out from before thee.5Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee, and that he may perform the word which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.6Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.7Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the LORD thy God to wrath in the wilderness: from the day that thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the LORD.8Also in Horeb ye provoked the LORD to wrath, so that the LORD was angry with you to have destroyed you.9When I was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant which the LORD made with you, then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights, I neither did eat bread nor drink water:10And the LORD delivered unto me two tables of stone written with the finger of God; and on them was written according to all the words, which the LORD spake with you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly.11And it came to pass at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the LORD gave me the two tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant.12And the LORD said unto me, Arise, get thee down quickly from hence; for thy people which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt have corrupted themselves; they are quickly turned aside out of the way which I commanded them; they have made them a molten image.13Furthermore the LORD spake unto me, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people:14Let me alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from under heaven: and I will make of thee a nation mightier and greater than they.15So I turned and came down from the mount, and the mount burned with fire: and the two tables of the covenant were in my two hands.16And I looked, and, behold, ye had sinned against the LORD your God, and had made you a molten calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way which the LORD had commanded you.17And I took the two tables, and cast them out of my two hands, and brake them before your eyes.


Moses uses the same terms to describe the strength of Israel's enemies as the unbelieving men who had caused the hearts of the people to faint (Deut. 1:28). For that strength was real. It was not a question of minimising it, but rather for the people to put their trust in a greater power. The LORD was going to go before them to overthrow and destroy this power of the enemy.
In contrast to the normal criteria of man – quantity or quality – God's intervention on Israel's side was not dictated by numbers (Deut. 7:7) nor by the natural good standing of the people (v. 6). "Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness," Moses recalls. Even less than Israel, the child of God has no righteousness of his own of which to speak. "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us" (Titus 3:5-7). And so that the people were not tempted to attribute God's choice to their own personal merits, they are reminded by their leader of the humiliating episode of the golden calf. If we have continually to remember the Lord's faithfulness (Deut. 8) never let us forget also how weak our hearts are (v. 7; Ezek. 16:30).


October 14

Deuteronomy 9:18-29

18And I fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty nights: I did neither eat bread, nor drink water, because of all your sins which ye sinned, in doing wickedly in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.19For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, wherewith the LORD was wroth against you to destroy you. But the LORD hearkened unto me at that time also.20And the LORD was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also the same time.21And I took your sin, the calf which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, and stamped it, and ground it very small, even until it was as small as dust: and I cast the dust thereof into the brook that descended out of the mount.22And at Taberah, and at Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ye provoked the LORD to wrath.23Likewise when the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and possess the land which I have given you; then ye rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God, and ye believed him not, nor hearkened to his voice.24Ye have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you.25Thus I fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights, as I fell down at the first; because the LORD had said he would destroy you.26I prayed therefore unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand.27Remember thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their sin:28Lest the land whence thou broughtest us out say, Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land which he promised them, and because he hated them, he hath brought them out to slay them in the wilderness.29Yet they are thy people and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy mighty power and by thy stretched out arm.


Having been requested not to forget the transgressions of the past, Israel could associate another memory with it: that of the faithful advocate who represented the people on the mountain. Moses is specially mentioned in Psalm 99:6 amongst those who called upon the LORD and who cried to Him. What fervent pleadings he must have raised up to God for the people as well as for Aaron his brother! Here indeed are two urgent matters of prayer for us: on the one hand the assembly, on the other hand the members of our family. And the same Psalm 99 confirms the effectiveness of the prayer of faith: "Thou answeredst them, . . .; thou wast a God that forgavest them" (v. 8; James 5:16). Let us rejoice in finding that Aaron is also named in this Psalm. Not only had his sin been forgiven him but he in turn was to become an intercessor (Num. 16:47). When we have learnt a lesson to our cost, we are able to help others. That happened to Peter. When announcing that He had prayed for him the Lord adds: "And when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren" (Luke 22:32).
What joy, dear Christian friends, to be able to count on the presence in heaven of a divine Intercessor speaking to the Father on behalf of each one of us!


October 15

Deuteronomy 10:1-11

1At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood.2And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark.3And I made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, having the two tables in mine hand.4And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten commandments, which the LORD spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly: and the LORD gave them unto me.5And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had made; and there they be, as the LORD commanded me.6And the children of Israel took their journey from Beeroth of the children of Jaakan to Mosera: there Aaron died, and there he was buried; and Eleazar his son ministered in the priest's office in his stead.7From thence they journeyed unto Gudgodah; and from Gudgodah to Jotbath, a land of rivers of waters.8At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day.9Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his brethren; the LORD is his inheritance, according as the LORD thy God promised him.10And I stayed in the mount, according to the first time, forty days and forty nights; and the LORD hearkened unto me at that time also, and the LORD would not destroy thee.11And the LORD said unto me, Arise, take thy journey before the people, that they may go in and possess the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give unto them.


Hardly had the first two tables been in Moses' hands than they were shattered so that the judgment did not enter with them into the camp of idolatry. Therefore, this time the LORD orders the new tables to be placed immediately in the ark, a type of Christ, who is the surety for the integrity of the law. In His own words, Jesus had not come to destroy the law, rather to fulfil it. Our dear Saviour kept to it to the letter. In this respect also, He will be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:17, 19).
2 Corinthians 3 compares the "ten commandments" written at that time on stone with the "epistle of Christ" which was written "in fleshly tables of the heart." The latter can be summed up in one name, that of Jesus, which the Holy Spirit imprints on the hearts of His redeemed ones. But not so that it can remain hidden there. A letter is written to be read. The name of Christ should be able to be read by those who know us. Many of those around us never read the Bible. In an indirect way they can be challenged by it as our conduct, which they observe, puts into practice its teachings and reflects Jesus (1 Peter 3:1-2).


October 16

Deuteronomy 10:12-22

12And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,13To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?14Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is.15Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this day.16Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked.17For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:18He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment.19Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.20Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name.21He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for thee these great and terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.22Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; and now the LORD thy God hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude.


A lovely programme is set before the children of Israel in vv. 12 and 13. Christian friend, the Lord claims the same from you; fear, faithfulness, love, self-denial, obedience. Micah 6:8 asks the same question and, in reply, asks for uprightness, kindness and humility. All this is required of us in our own interest, "for thy good" (v. 13), and is only a proper response to divine love. Happy mutual ties!: "The LORD had a delight in (clave to) thy fathers to love them" (v. 15) . . . "To him shalt thou cleave" (v. 20).
Circumcision of the heart is demanded. An outward sign showing that you are religious is not enough. Your heart should show that the claims of the flesh have been judged and that you belong to God.
The LORD helps those who are alone in life. The orphan, the widow and the stranger are all, in particular, the objects of His care. This "great, mighty and terrible" God (v. 17) who has done "great and terrible things" (v. 21) is also a God full of tender love, a Father to the orphans, a Judge doing justice to the widows (Ps. 68:5).
"He is thy praise" (v. 21): It is not only what He has done but His Person Himself who is a continuous subject of joy and adoration in the hearts and on the lips of the redeemed.


October 17

Deuteronomy 11:1-15

1Therefore thou shalt love the LORD thy God, and keep his charge, and his statutes, and his judgments, and his commandments, alway.2And know ye this day: for I speak not with your children which have not known, and which have not seen the chastisement of the LORD your God, his greatness, his mighty hand, and his stretched out arm,3And his miracles, and his acts, which he did in the midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and unto all his land;4And what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto their horses, and to their chariots; how he made the water of the Red sea to overflow them as they pursued after you, and how the LORD hath destroyed them unto this day;5And what he did unto you in the wilderness, until ye came into this place;6And what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben: how the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their households, and their tents, and all the substance that was in their possession, in the midst of all Israel:7But your eyes have seen all the great acts of the LORD which he did.8Therefore shall ye keep all the commandments which I command you this day, that ye may be strong, and go in and possess the land, whither ye go to possess it;9And that ye may prolong your days in the land, which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give unto them and to their seed, a land that floweth with milk and honey.10For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs:11But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven:12A land which the LORD thy God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.13And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto my commandments which I command you this day, to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul,14That I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.15And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and be full.


The people of God are told to imitate the ploughman who uses landmarks behind him and in front of him to keep his furrows straight. In order to get back in line Israel looked first behind, remembering the coming out of Egypt and the arduous journey through the wilderness (vv. 2-7; Jer. 2:23), then in front to contemplate by faith the rich promised land (vv. 10-12). When we step out of line it should serve as a warning to us and speak to our conscience, whilst the prospect of an inheritance in heaven which is before us is right for stimulating the heart. Constantly faced with a past that has been mapped out by grace and with a glorious future our walk will tend to be straight.
What a contrast between the promised land and Egypt, a type of the world! Even today to obtain water the Egyptians have to raise it painfully into the canals using a type of mill powered primitively by foot (end of v. 10), whereas in the land of Canaan the rain from heaven supplies water freely and in abundance. Yes, what a contrast between the meagre efforts of the man of the world to make his own happiness, and the blessed ground on which now stand the redeemed of the Lord, who receives all from the grace of his God!


October 18

Deuteronomy 11:16-32

16Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them;17And then the LORD's wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the LORD giveth you.18Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.19And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.20And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates:21That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth.22For if ye shall diligently keep all these commandments which I command you, to do them, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto him;23Then will the LORD drive out all these nations from before you, and ye shall possess greater nations and mightier than yourselves.24Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be.25There shall no man be able to stand before you: for the LORD your God shall lay the fear of you and the dread of you upon all the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath said unto you.26Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse;27A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day:28And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known.29And it shall come to pass, when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal.30Are they not on the other side Jordan, by the way where the sun goeth down, in the land of the Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign over against Gilgal, beside the plains of Moreh?31For ye shall pass over Jordan to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God giveth you, and ye shall possess it, and dwell therein.32And ye shall observe to do all the statutes and judgments which I set before you this day.


"Lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul" (v. 18). ". . . let my words remain in you . . ." is the charge which the Lord Jesus left us in parting. If it is so, then we will know how to pray (John 15:7), how to speak of Him (Ps. 45:1; Matt. 12:34), how to flee from evil (Ps. 119:11). Every moment of every day we will be occupied with these words and with the One who spoke them. Our conversations, our deeds and our walk will all bear their mark. People will be able to read in our faces the happiness that they provide. In our home, in our work, in our comings and goings we will adorn in all things "the doctrine of God our Saviour" (Titus 2:10).
Then comes the conclusion to all these exhortations to obedience: "Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse" (v. 26). Two pathways open up in front of each of us. One is the narrow pathway of obedience to the Lord, the other is the wide road of our own will. However God has placed signposts at this junction. The way of obedience leads to blessing; the other, that of self-will, to a curse. Which will you choose and follow?


October 19

Deuteronomy 12:1-19

1These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to do in the land, which the LORD God of thy fathers giveth thee to possess it, all the days that ye live upon the earth.2Ye shall utterly destroy all the places, wherein the nations which ye shall possess served their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree:3And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their groves with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and destroy the names of them out of that place.4Ye shall not do so unto the LORD your God.5But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:6And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks:7And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.8Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes.9For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you.10But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which the LORD your God giveth you to inherit, and when he giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety;11Then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD:12And ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God, ye, and your sons, and your daughters, and your menservants, and your maidservants, and the Levite that is within your gates; forasmuch as he hath no part nor inheritance with you.13Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in every place that thou seest:14But in the place which the LORD shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee.15Notwithstanding thou mayest kill and eat flesh in all thy gates, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee: the unclean and the clean may eat thereof, as of the roebuck, and as of the hart.16Only ye shall not eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the earth as water.17Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings, or heave offering of thine hand:18But thou must eat them before the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD thy God shall choose, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates: and thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God in all that thou puttest thine hands unto.19Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest upon the earth.


Up to chapter 4, the people were asked to learn their lessons from the past. From chapter 4 to chapter 11, Moses placed on their hearts the important duty of obedience to the LORD. Now we reach the third part of the book in which Israel is going to receive instructions for the time when the people will live in the land. The most important instruction concerns the establishment of a place for worshipping their God. The Israelite had to begin by purifying the land of all the Canaanite abominations, then to look for – but not to choose – the place where the worship service was to be held. Similarly it is not the Christian's place to decide where or how he will give praise to God. His duty is to enquire carefully, according to the Scriptures, concerning the place where the Lord has promised His presence. When unsure, he is to follow the example of the two disciples sent by the Master to prepare the Passover and who asked Him: "Where wilt thou that we prepare?" (Luke 22:9).
It is in this place chosen by the LORD (v. 14) that the Israelite will bring his various sacrifices, where he will eat them and finally where he will rejoice with all his household (vv. 7, 12). This is a picture of what we come to do and receive in the presence of the Lord Jesus when we are gathered together around Him! (Matt. 18:20).


October 20

Deuteronomy 12:20-32

20When the LORD thy God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath promised thee, and thou shalt say, I will eat flesh, because thy soul longeth to eat flesh; thou mayest eat flesh, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.21If the place which the LORD thy God hath chosen to put his name there be too far from thee, then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, which the LORD hath given thee, as I have commanded thee, and thou shalt eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.22Even as the roebuck and the hart is eaten, so thou shalt eat them: the unclean and the clean shall eat of them alike.23Only be sure that thou eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; and thou mayest not eat the life with the flesh.24Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it upon the earth as water.25Thou shalt not eat it; that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, when thou shalt do that which is right in the sight of the LORD.26Only thy holy things which thou hast, and thy vows, thou shalt take, and go unto the place which the LORD shall choose:27And thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of the LORD thy God: and the blood of thy sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of the LORD thy God, and thou shalt eat the flesh.28Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD thy God.29When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land;30Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise.31Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods.32What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.


Through Moses the LORD has just recalled that, first of all, He has a right to the service of His people. However He is never their debtor. As soon as they have given Him that to which He is due, He shows Himself to be a God full of kindness who provides food for them and tenderly enters into their day-to-day circumstances. This does not give believers the right to please themselves in what they do! "Whatsoever therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31). The New Testament confirms to the child of God that he should abstain from eating blood and keep himself apart from pollutions of idols (read Acts 15:20). This last prohibition is part of God's caring for His people. Be sure that if the Lord forbids us something it is never arbitrarily to impose a hardship on us but to prevent us from being "snared" (v. 30). This same verse teaches us that the first step on the way to idolatry is often curiosity. "How did these nations serve their gods?" To be interested in evil is a sign that our conscience has not been deeply touched and leads us unarmed into Satan's territory.


October 21

Deuteronomy 13:1-18

1If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder,2And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;3Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.4Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.5And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.6If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers;7Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth;8Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him:9But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people.10And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.11And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this is among you.12If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, which the LORD thy God hath given thee to dwell there, saying,13Certain men, the children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have not known;14Then shalt thou inquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, if it be truth, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought among you;15Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the sword.16And thou shalt gather all the spoil of it into the midst of the street thereof, and shalt burn with fire the city, and all the spoil thereof every whit, for the LORD thy God: and it shall be an heap for ever; it shall not be built again.17And there shall cleave nought of the cursed thing to thine hand: that the LORD may turn from the fierceness of his anger, and shew thee mercy, and have compassion upon thee, and multiply thee, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers;18When thou shalt hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep all his commandments which I command thee this day, to do that which is right in the eyes of the LORD thy God.


A false prophet is particularly dangerous when he rises up from amongst the people of God. All the apostles sound the alarm against these spreaders of perverse doctrines who "by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom. 16:18; 2 Peter 2:18; 1 John 2:19; Jude 4). "Thou shalt not hearken . . ." commands v. 3 – and on the contrary: "Ye shall walk after the LORD your God . . . and obey his voice" (v. 4). Safety for the Good Shepherd's sheep consists in knowing His voice well (John 10: 4, 5). They then have no trouble in distinguishing – in order to run away from – the voice of a stranger. A second danger which is no less subtle is that we pass on bad influences, all the more to be feared when they come from an intimate friend. "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners" (1 Cor. 15:33). Let us have the courage to break off a relationship which is tending to lead us away from the Lord (Luke 14:26). Finally, evil could take on a collective nature: an entire city could be infected by it. The faithful believer is called to withdraw from all religious circles in which, in the light of the Word of God, he will be tainted by iniquity (2 Tim. 2:19).


October 22

Deuteronomy 14:1-21

1Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for the dead.2for thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.3Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing.4These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat,5The hart, and the roebuck, and the fallow deer, and the wild goat, and the pygarg, and the wild ox, and the chamois.6And every beast that parteth the hoof, and cleaveth the cleft into two claws, and cheweth the cud among the beasts, that ye shall eat.7Nevertheless these ye shall not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the cloven hoof; as the camel, and the hare, and the coney: for they chew the cud, but divide not the hoof; therefore they are unclean unto you.8And the swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it is unclean unto you: ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead carcase.9These ye shall eat of all that are in the waters: all that have fins and scales shall ye eat:10And whatsoever hath not fins and scales ye may not eat; it is unclean unto you.11Of all clean birds ye shall eat.12But these are they of which ye shall not eat: the eagle, and ossifrage, and the ospray,13And the glede, and the kite, and the vulture after his kind,14And every raven after his kind,15And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,16The little owl, and the great owl, and the swan,17And the pelican, and the gier eagle, and the cormorant,18And the stork, and the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.19And every creeping thing that flieth is unclean unto you: they shall not be eaten.20But of all clean fowls ye may eat.21Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk.


The "children of the LORD" (v.1) were "a holy people unto the LORD" (v. 2). There should be holy conduct and devotion as befits such a position and the following verses show us how to keep to this. The Bible is the touchstone which allows us to distinguish between what is pure and what is not. The pure mammals were those which possessed both criteria at the same time. Those like the camel which ruminated without having the split hoof (a lot of knowledge without the corresponding walk) were to be rejected, and conversely, those also such as the pig which left an irreproachable footprint but did not have a good way of eating. The Pharisees were a good illustration of this second category. On the outside they were separated from evil but they were not governed by the Word of God inside. Jeremiah is an example of a man combining the two characteristics. "Thy words were found, and I did eat them . .. " he declares. That is "ruminating"! And in the following verse: "I sat not in the assembly of the mockers . . . " (Jer. 15:16-17). This is the separated walk.
A flying reptile was impure (v. 19). God does not acknowledge the mixture of that which is heavenly (having wings) with that which is of the earth (the reptile).


October 23

Deuteronomy 14:22-29; Deuteronomy 15:1-6

22Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year.23And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.24And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:25Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose:26And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,27And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him; for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee.28At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates:29And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest.
1At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a release.2And this is the manner of the release: Every creditor that lendeth ought unto his neighbour shall release it;he shall not exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother; because it is called the LORD's release.3Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it again: but that which is thine with thy brother thine hand shall release;4Save when there shall be no poor among you; for the LORD shall greatly bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it:5Only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all these commandments which I command thee this day.6For the LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over many nations,but they shall not reign over thee.


Pure religion and undefiled before God the Father, as spoken of by James (James 1:27), has two sides to it: "to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction" and "to keep himself unspotted from the world." Yesterday we considered the personal side: keeping oneself pure. The other side is before us today: the service of love towards those in affliction and need: the fatherless, the widow (v. 29), likewise the Levite, the stranger, the poor. "Give alms", said the Lord Jesus; "provide yourselves bags which wax not old . . ." (Luke 12:33). Without doubt God has need of nothing; He can "satisfy the poor with bread" (Ps. 132:15) without our help. If He asks us to share what we have, it is not because of the need to provide, rather to teach us to give. He knows that our hearts are selfish by nature, engrossed in our own needs and barely sensitive to the needs of others. And it pleases the God of love to see in His own people that first fruit of divine life, love in its many forms. Yes, His fatherly heart rejoices to notice in His children some likeness to His well-beloved Son, the One who out of love gave everything for them (2 Cor. 8:9).


October 24

Deuteronomy 15:7-23

7If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother:8But thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth.9Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him nought; and he cry unto the LORD against thee, and it be sin unto thee.10Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him: because that for this thing the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto.11For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.12And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman , be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years; then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee.13And when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not let him go away empty:14Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy winepress: of that wherewith the LORD thy God hath blessed thee thou shalt give unto him.15And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee: therefore I command thee this thing to day.16And it shall be, if he say unto thee, I will not go away from thee; because he loveth thee and thine house, because he is well with thee;17Then thou shalt take an aul, and thrust it through his ear unto the door, and he shall be thy servant for ever. And also unto thy maidservant thou shalt do likewise.18It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou sendest him away free from thee; for he hath been worth a double hired servant to thee, in serving thee six years: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all that thou doest.19All the firstling males that come of thy herd and of thy flock thou shalt sanctify unto the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work with the firstling of thy bullock, nor shear the firstling of thy sheep.20Thou shalt eat it before the LORD thy God year by year in the place which the LORD shall choose, thou and thy household.21And if there be any blemish therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the LORD thy God.22Thou shalt eat it within thy gates: the unclean and the clean person shall eat it alike, as the roebuck, and as the hart.23Only thou shalt not eat the blood thereof; thou shalt pour it upon the ground as water.


Giving is a source of joy not only to the one who receives but also to the giver (Acts 20:35). This is a joy which God Himself tastes more than anybody else, He being "the Father of lights" from whom comes every good thing given to us and every perfect gift (James 1:17). And in order that His own may share that joy He provides opportunities for them to give. What a contradiction if their hearts are sad in so doing (v. 10)! Let us never forget that "God loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Cor. 9:7).
"For the poor shall never cease out of the land" (v. 11). "For the poor always ye have with you," said the Lord Jesus (John 12:8). The opportunity is always there to taste the joy of giving, even if it is only a word of genuine sympathy. Perhaps it is "laid at our gate" (Luke 16:20) but we lack the eyes of the heart to see it and the devotion to seize it! "He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor" (Prov. 22:9). And the example of the Hebrew servant, a type of Christ, following on from these instructions, reminds us that all that we do in love for someone poorer or smaller than ourselves, we do it for Jesus.


October 25

Deuteronomy 16:1-17

1Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.2Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the place which the LORD shall choose to place his name there.3Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life.4And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; neither shall there anything of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, remain all night until the morning.5Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee:6But at the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out of Egypt.7And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the LORD thy God shall choose: and thou shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents.8Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread: and on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly to the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work therein.9Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.10And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:11And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD thy God hath chosen to place his name there.12And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: and thou shalt observe and do these statutes.13Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine:14And thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates.15Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.16Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:17Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee.


Of the seven feasts mentioned in Leviticus 23, this chapter only refers to the three main ones: the Passover in far greater detail here; the feast of weeks or Pentecost; finally the feast of Tabernacles. On these three great occasions every Israelite had to go up to the place which the LORD had chosen to dwell there. Luke 2:41 . . . shows us Mary and Joseph making their way to Jerusalem for the Passover with the child Jesus. Luke 22:14 . . . tells of the last Passover prepared for the Lord. It was a genuine need in His heart. "With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer" (v. 15), He told His dear disciples.
Those solemn days were yearly occurrences. However the LORD wanted each of His people every day of their lives (v. 3) to remember the escape from Egypt and that they had been slaves there. It is not once a year, nor once a week even, on a Sunday, that the redeemed of the Lord should remember the place from which he was rescued by grace. He should be thankful for it each and every day. That memory will keep him from any slackness. But, without ceasing to be solemn and serious, the Christian is called beforehand to taste the joy of heaven. "Thou shalt surely rejoice!" (v. 15). "Rejoice in the Lord always," writes the apostle (Phil. 4:4; 1 Thess. 5:16).


October 26

Deuteronomy 16:18-22; Deuteronomy 17:1-7

18Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judgment.19Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.20That which is altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, and inherit the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.21Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of any trees near unto the altar of the LORD thy God, which thou shalt make thee.22Neither shalt thou set thee up any image; which the LORD thy God hateth.
1Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the LORD thy God any bullock, or sheep, wherein is blemish, or any evilfavouredness: for that is an abomination unto the LORD thy God.2If there be found among you, within any of thy gates which the LORD thy God giveth thee, man or woman, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of the LORD thy God, in transgressing his covenant,3And hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I have not commanded;4And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought in Israel:5Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they die.6At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.7The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So thou shalt put the evil away from among you.


Different groups of people in responsible positions are presented to us up to the end of Deut. Deut. 18. These are as follows: the judges, the kings, the priests, the Levites and the prophets in Israel.
The judges and the officers are the first to be mentioned. They have to judge the people "with just judgment," acting impartially, not receiving gifts (vv. 18, 19; Prov. 18:5; Prov. 24:23; Prov. 17:23). James in his epistle stresses particularly the social relations of the believer: duties towards the neighbour, relations with the rich and the poor. He rejects respect of persons (James 2:1 . . .), selfishness and hardness of heart (James 2:15-16), greed and oppression (James 5:1 . . .) And so that we never forget just how low injustice can stoop he recalls: "Ye have condemned and killed the just . . . " (James 5:6). Not only had Israel not followed "that which is altogether just" (v. 20), but they rejected and crucified "the just upright man" (Job 12:4).
The need for two or three witnesses to establish a certain accusation or fact underlines just how fallible we are and how far we are separated from Christ, the only "faithful and true witness" (Rev. 3:14; John 8:14).


October 27

Deuteronomy 17:8-20

8If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment, between blood and blood, between plea and plea, and between stroke and stroke, being matters of controversy within thy gates: then shalt thou arise, and get thee up into the place which the LORD thy God shall choose;9And thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and inquire; and they shall shew thee the sentence of judgment:10And thou shalt do according to the sentence, which they of that place which the LORD shall choose shall shew thee; and thou shalt observe to do according to all that they inform thee:11According to the sentence of the law which they shall teach thee, and according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not decline from the sentence which they shall shew thee, to the right hand, nor to the left.12And the man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.13And all the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more presumptuously.14When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about me;15Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother.16But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return no more that way.17Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.18And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:19And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them:20That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.


A sentence spoken by the priest or by the judge commanded authority and had to be accepted. Paul asserts, "For there is no power but of God . . . whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God" (Rom. 13:1-2; 1 Peter 2:13-17). But, he who holds power is responsible to God for the way in which he uses it. Several important recommendations are made to the kings: not to have lots of horses (pride), nor a great many wives (lust of the flesh), nor to amass piles of silver or gold (lust of the eyes), to have the divine law as the only guide, finally not to exalt themselves above their brothers (who are their brothers, not their subjects). Solomon, the most splendid king in Israel's history transgressed all these commandments (1 Kings 10:22-28; 1 Kings 11:1, 4; 1 Kings 12:4). On the other hand, Josiah, one of the last of his successors, distinguished himself by the honour which he rendered to the Book of God when it was found and by the practical effects which the Word had in his life (2 Chron. 34: 14 . . .). To possess a copy of the holy Book, to have it close by us, to read from it every day of our lives, this is how we will learn to fear the Lord, to know His words "to do them" (v. 19).


October 28

Deuteronomy 18:1-22

1The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel: they shall eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and his inheritance.2Therefore shall they have no inheritance among their brethren: the LORD is their inheritance, as he hath said unto them.3And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that offer a sacrifice, whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the two cheeks, and the maw.4The firstfruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him.5For the LORD thy God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand to minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for ever.6And if a Levite come from any of thy gates out of all Israel, where he sojourned, and come with all the desire of his mind unto the place which the LORD shall choose;7Then he shall minister in the name of the LORD his God, as all his brethren the Levites do, which stand there before the LORD.8They shall have like portions to eat, beside that which cometh of the sale of his patrimony.9When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.10There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,11Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.12For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.13Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.14For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.15The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;16According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not.17And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken.18I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.19And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.20But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.21And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken?22When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.


This ch. 18 presents to us the people who are taking up a religious position. The prophets in particular are men with the responsibility to speak in the name of the LORD. What a terrible travesty when they are not faithful! For under their surety there is a danger of accepting as the word of God something which is a lie (see 1 Kings 22:22).
Vv. 9-12 set the people of God on guard against the work of astrologers, wise men, clairvoyants, spiritists, fortune tellers . . . all forms of the occult. Today more than ever crowds flock after these abominable practices. May God help us to regard them as He does, with horror!
Israel in the land experienced in succession the time of judges, then that of kings and of prophets. All these were more often than not unfaithful shepherds. Therefore the LORD sent to feed His people the One who, amongst His glorious titles, is the righteous Judge, the King of kings, the Prophet mentioned in v. 15 and who Israel was expecting. Peter, when preaching the Gospel to the Jews, could rely on these verses to proclaim Jesus to them. He is the Word itself. Let us listen to Him in all that He can tell us (v. 15; Acts 3:22; Acts 7:37).


October 29

Deuteronomy 19:1-14

1When the LORD thy God hath cut off the nations, whose land the LORD thy God giveth thee, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their cities, and in their houses;2Thou shalt separate three cities for thee in the midst of thy land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it.3Thou shalt prepare thee a way, and divide the coasts of thy land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee to inherit, into three parts, that every slayer may flee thither.4And this is the case of the slayer, which shall flee thither, that he may live: Whoso killeth his neighbour ignorantly, whom he hated not in time past;5As when a man goeth into the wood with his neighbour to hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with the axe to cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and lighteth upon his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto one of those cities, and live:6Lest the avenger of the blood pursue the slayer, while his heart is hot, and overtake him, because the way is long, and slay him; whereas he was not worthy of death, inasmuch as he hated him not in time past.7Wherefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt separate three cities for thee.8And if the LORD thy God enlarge thy coast, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, and give thee all the land which he promised to give unto thy fathers;9If thou shalt keep all these commandments to do them, which I command thee this day, to love the LORD thy God, and to walk ever in his ways; then shalt thou add three cities more for thee, beside these three:10That innocent blood be not shed in thy land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and so blood be upon thee.11But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and rise up against him, and smite him mortally that he die, and fleeth into one of these cities:12Then the elders of his city shall send and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die.13Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go well with thee.14Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour's landmark, which they of old time have set in thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit in the land that the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it.


"A just God and a Saviour: there is none beside me," the LORD proclaims (Isa. 45:21). Just, He condemns the criminal (vv. 11, 13). Saviour, He shelters the accidental murderer. Three major cities were to be appointed to serve as places of refuge, a type of the shelter which we find in Christ against the righteous anger of God. What is required to benefit from it? Simply faith in that unique way prepared by God for the salvation of the sinner, who is guilty, along with all the human race, of having shed the innocent blood of His well-beloved Son (vv. 10-13). Paul seems to have in mind this image of the city of refuge when he speaks of running to win Christ and to be found in Him, not having his righteousness but that which is by faith in Christ (Phil. 3:8-9; read also Heb. 6:18).
Violence is not the only way of hurting your neighbour; you can "remove thy neighbour's landmark" (v. 14), i.e. push them aside to carve out a better position in the world for yourself at their expense. The Christian is taught to be content with what he has got now (Heb. 13:5), to be sober (1 Peter 5:8) and at the same time not to insist on his rights, so that his moderation might be known to all men (Luke 6:29-31; Phil. 4:5).


October 30

Deuteronomy 19:15-21; Deuteronomy 20:1-9

15One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.16If a false witness rise up against any man to testify against him that which is wrong;17Then both the men, between whom the controversy is, shall stand before the LORD, before the priests and the judges, which shall be in those days;18And the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely against his brother;19Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt thou put the evil away from among you.20And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more any such evil among you.21And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
1When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than thou, be not afraid of them: for the LORD thy God is with thee, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.2And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall approach and speak unto the people,3And shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them;4For the LORD your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you agginst your enemies, to save you.5And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it.6And what man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it.7And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.8And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren's heart faint as well as his heart.9And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of speaking unto the people, that they shall make captains of the armies to lead the people.


The priests and the judges were to unmask and punish false witnesses (v. 18; Prov. 19:5, 9). Filled with iniquity, when Jesus appeared before their Sanhedrin, they sought false witnesses against Him to put Him to death (Matt. 26:59)!
Ch. 20 deals with war. Who is responsible for preparing for it and for getting the soldiers into action? One would expect officers. But there are none at first; once again it is the priests and the judges. What needs to be appreciated in effect is neither the power nor weaponry of the soldiers but faithfulness and devotion to the Lord. V. 5 onwards lists the reasons for discharge and suspension which meant that a man did not have to take part in the war. They make one think of the bad excuses made up by those who were invited to the great supper in the parable: "I have bought a piece of ground . . . I have married a wife . . ." (Luke 14:18-20). But let us listen to the experienced advice of someone who himself had fought the good fight: "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier." It is on this condition that each of us can be "a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Tim. 4:7).


October 31

Deuteronomy 20:10-20

10When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it.11And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and open unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that is found therein shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee.12And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it:13And when the LORD thy God hath delivered it into thine hands, thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the sword:14But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.15Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far off from thee, which are not of the cities of these nations.16But of the cities of these people, which the LORD thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth:17But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee:18That they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done unto their gods; so should ye sin against the LORD your God.19When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by forcing an axe against them: for thou mayest eat of them, and thou shalt not cut them down (for the tree of the field is man's life) to employ them in the siege:20Only the trees which thou knowest that they be not trees for meat, thou shalt destroy and cut them down; and thou shalt build bulwarks against the city that maketh war with thee, until it be subdued.


The children of Israel were authorised to make peace with distant towns. In contrast there was to be no mercy for the cities nearby, those which were preventing the people from possessing the land. As far as we are concerned as Christians, we have a distinction to make regarding things of the earth, between those which we can legitimately make use of and those which we should resolutely reject because they would deprive us of the enjoyment of our heavenly inheritance. It is up to us to distinguish between them.
The Israelite had to respect the fruit trees and not use them for war. Here is a warning which can have a spiritual meaning! One sees some Christians showing a blind and sectarian zeal, condemning and brandishing as a weapon of war something which after all God has perhaps given to refresh and feed His own. These vv. 19 and 20 warn us at the same time against wastage. Let us think of the example which Jesus Himself gave us. He, the Creator who could infinitely multiply the loaves of bread — and had just proved it — was careful to have all the remains gathered up in baskets "that nothing be lost" (John 6:12).



November 1

Deuteronomy 21:1-9

1If one be found slain in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it, lying in the field, and it be not known who hath slain him:2Then thy elders and thy judges shall come forth, and they shall measure unto the cities which are round about him that is slain:3And it shall be, that the city which is next unto the slain man, even the elders of that city shall take an heifer, which hath not been wrought with, and which hath not drawn in the yoke;4And the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer unto a rough valley, which is neither eared nor sown, and shall strike off the heifer's neck there in the valley:5And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near; for them the LORD thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in the name of the LORD; and by their word shall every controversy and every stroke be tried:6And all the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley:7And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it.8Be merciful, O LORD, unto thy people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, and lay not innocent blood unto thy people of Israel's charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them.9So shalt thou put away the guilt of innocent blood from among you, when thou shalt do that which is right in the sight of the LORD.


Here we see again the judges facing an embarrassing situation! Imagine Israel entering the land and living in its towns. One day a dead body is found in a field. Who is guilty of the murder? Nobody knows. Consequently it is not a question of blood being avenged nor of a city of refuge! However there has to be a guilty party as all shed blood must be avenged. So the elders and the judges work out, by measuring, which is the nearest city. The guilt falls on that city. Is it to be destroyed? No! The grace of God provides a sacrifice by virtue of which He can righteously forgive. We have here a picture of Christ, of His sacrifice, of His death. Jerusalem is the guilty city, the city "that killest the prophets and stonest them which are sent" to it (Matt. 23:37). Her greatest crime was crucifying the Son of God. What a marvel of grace! It is that death which became the righteous way by which God can forgive! In effect in the sacrifice of the heifer, Jesus is also set before us. The One who never knew the yoke of sin (v. 3) descended into the valley of death whence now flows for us that torrent which does not dry up: the eternal grace of the Saviour God (v. 4).


November 2

Deuteronomy 21:10-23

10When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and the LORD thy God hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou hast taken them captive,11And seest among the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy wife;12Then thou shalt bring her home to thine house; and she shall shave her head, and pare her nails;13And she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain in thine house, and bewail her father and her mother a full month: and after that thou shalt go in unto her, and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife.14And it shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will; but thou shalt not sell her at all for money, thou shalt not make merchandise of her, because thou hast humbled her.15If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, and they have born him children, both the beloved and the hated; and if the firstborn son be hers that was hated:16Then it shall be, when he maketh his sons to inherit that which he hath, that he may not make the son of the beloved firstborn before the son of the hated, which is indeed the firstborn:17But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he hath: for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his.18If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them:19Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place;20And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.21And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.22And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree:23His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.


How great was the privilege of the firstborn in Israel (v. 17). But what can be said, in comparison, of our advantages if we are children of Christian parents brought up according to the teachings of the Word? Is it not deeply sad to find that, despite such great privileges, several have followed the way of the stubborn and rebellious son. Such a path for the young Israelite ended in death and no escape. He had to be stoned on the testimony of his own parents. Now this story of the foolish, drunken, gluttonous son can be found again in Luke 15, but with a totally different ending. The prodigal son was no better than the rebellious son of our chapter. But grace found him and worked in his heart, urging him to repentance. So, instead of his father's accusation, he was received with open arms; instead of an irreprievable sentence, a complete pardon; instead of death, the father's house, feasting and joy.
Another terrible death is before our eyes in vv. 22 and 23. In this case it is the well-beloved Son, the obedient Son who suffered death in our stead! "Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree," recalls Galatians 3:13. Unfathomable mystery of the cross! Christ was made a curse there so that the blessing promised to faith might come to us.


November 3

Deuteronomy 22:1-12

1Thou shalt not see the brother's ox or his sheep go astray, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case bring them again unto thy brother.2And if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or if thou know him not, then thou shalt bring it unto thine own house, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and thou shalt restore it to him again.3In like manner shalt thou do with his ass; and so shalt thou do with his raiment; and with all lost thing of thy brother's, which he hath lost, and thou hast found, shalt thou do likewise: thou mayest not hide thyself.4Thou shalt not see thy brother's ass or his ox fall down by the way, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt surely help him to lift them up again.5The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God.6If a bird's nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, or on the ground, whether they be young ones, or eggs, and the dam sitting upon the young, or upon the eggs, thou shalt not take the dam with the young:7But thou shalt in any wise let the dam go, and take the young to thee; that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days.8When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence.9Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled.10Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.11Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and linen together.12Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou coverest thyself.


The Lord does not only condemn obvious and serious evil (ch. 21). He disapproves of all forms of selfishness. Losing an ox or an ass is a sign of a lack of vigilance (1 Sam. 9:3). However God uses this to teach me that I have no right to be indifferent to what happens to my neighbour. He reminds me that the latter is my brother and invites me to be concerned about what belongs to him as conscientiously as if it were mine. Without his sheep for sacrifice, his ox for ploughing, his ass for carrying loads, how could an Israelite serve the LORD and exist? Let us not be like those believers whose absence of a spirit of service Paul deplored: "For all seek their own" (Phil. 2:21; read also 1 Cor. 10:24).
V. 5 applies particularly to the modern world where woman is trying to make herself equal with man. This is turning upside down the order of God in creation. In all our ways, even if the relevance of such instructions escapes us, let us beware of "disputing" them (1 Cor. 11:16). Vv. 9-11 remind us that God does not want, in the lives and witness of His children, either confusion or mixing of divine truths with the principles of this world.


November 4

Deuteronomy 23:15-25; Deuteronomy 24:1-6

15Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped from his master unto thee:16He shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he shall choose in one of thy gates, where it liketh him best: thou shalt not oppress him.17There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel.18Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog, into the house of the LORD thy God for any vow: for even both these are abomination unto the LORD thy God.19Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of money, usury of victuals, usury of any thing that is lent upon usury:20Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the land whither thou goest to possess it.21When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.22But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee.23That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth.24When thou comest into thy neighbour's vineyard, then thou mayest eat grapes thy fill at thine own pleasure; but thou shalt not put any in thy vessel.25When thou comest into the standing corn of thy neighbour, then thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand; but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy neighbour's standing corn.
1When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.2And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.3And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife;4Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.5When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken.6No man shall take the nether or the upper millstone to pledge: for he taketh a man's life to pledge.


Let us consider Jesus teaching the disciples and the crowds. Through the commandments of Moses which the Pharisees kept to the letter, He wants to make them understand God's thought, His wisdom, His love. It was so, for example, when the disciples were picking ears of corn as they passed through the fields on a sabbath day, or when He was being questioned slyly on the subject of divorce (Matt. 12:1-8; Matt. 19:3-9). Let us apply ourselves in reading these chapters to discover in them the same divine wisdom, the same love. Besides an absolute righteousness there shines a perfect goodness. The rights of the owners are maintained without the brotherly services of charity losing anything by it. Only God can establish such a balance and it is very important to recognise this in our world which is always ready to sway to one side or the other. The child of God does not have to choose between different political, economic and social systems. For him these questions are resolved in advance. He has no doctrine other than to submit to the will of his Father, and that will is not to be found in the newspapers nor in the books of men but in the "word of God, which liveth and abideth forever" (1 Peter 1:23).


November 5

Deuteronomy 24:7-22

7If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away from among you.8Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that thou observe diligently, and do according to all that the priests the Levites shall teach you: as I commanded them, so ye shall observe to do.9Remember what the LORD thy God did unto Miriam by the way, after that ye were come forth out of Egypt.10When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into his house to fetch his pledge.11Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee.12And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with his pledge:13In any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge again when the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his own raiment, and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness unto thee before the LORD thy God.14Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy gates:15At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth his heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the LORD, and it be sin unto thee.16The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin.17Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a widow's raiment to pledge:18But thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee thence: therefore I command thee to do this thing.19When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hands.20When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.21When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.22And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt: therefore I command thee to do this thing.


God is light; God is love (1 John 1:5; 1 John 4:8). He reveals Himself in this double fashion in the seemingly least commandments. Light: He condemns the thief, watches over the appearance of the leper (type of sin), demands justice from the creditor and the employer and knows how much each person has sinned. Love: His eyes are on all the oppressed: debtors, the poor, strangers, widows, orphans, servants, and their cries rise up to His ears. James says so when writing of those rich people who withheld wages from the workers who had reaped their fields (James 5:4).
The world admires powerful and rich people. In contrast it shows little interest in the weak and the small. Let us take care, children of God, not to allow ourselves to be won over by that attitude. Our Master went through this world as a servant, a stranger, a poor person. Jesus of Nazareth was not highly regarded. He was "despised and rejected of men . . . we esteemed him not" (Isa. 53:3). You have despised "the poor", James observes (James 2:6), whilst Psalm 41 begins thus: "Blessed is he that considereth the poor!"
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Deuteronomy 25:1-10

1If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.2And it shall be, if the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall cause him to lie down, and to be beaten before his face, according to his fault, by a certain number.3Forty stripes he may give him, and not exceed: lest, if he should exceed, and beat him above these with many stripes, then thy brother should seem vile unto thee.4Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.5If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband's brother unto her.6And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of Israel.7And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of my husband's brother.8Then the elders of his city shall call him, and speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and say, I like not to take her;9Then shall his brother's wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto that man that will not build up his brother's house.10And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that hath his shoe loosed.


Corporal punishment was incurred for certain offences and had to be inflicted but in a limited way. Hebrews 12:9 states that it is a prerogative of fatherly discipline which helps to command respect (see Prov. 23:13-14). God uses this punishment with the rod as an example of the discipline which He implements towards His children, reminding us that "he scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." But in His wisdom and knowledge of the cruel nature of the heart of man he sets a limit: the guilty person was not to receive more than forty stripes. To be certain of not exceeding this the Jews had the habit of giving forty stripes less one. In their hatred of the Gospel, Paul teaches us that on five occasions they made him suffer that iniquitous punishment (2 Cor. 11:24).
One other verse in our reading (v. 4) calls to mind the works of the apostle (1 Cor. 9:9). Finally the teaching concerning the responsibilities of the brother-in-law were used by the Sadducees to set a trap for the Lord Jesus on the subject of the resurrection. However He replied to them: "Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures . . ." (Matt. 22:29). For us also, the way to be kept from straying is to know the Word of our God well and to rely on it.
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Deuteronomy 25:13-19; Deuteronomy 26:1-11

13Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a small.14Thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a great and a small.15But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have: that thy days may be lengthened in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.16For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the LORD thy God.17Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt;18How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God.19Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.
1And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein;2That thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his name there.3And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that I am come unto the country which the LORD sware unto our fathers for to give us.4And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it down before the altar of the LORD thy God.5And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous:6And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage:7And when we cried unto the LORD God of our fathers, the LORD heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labour, and our oppression:8And the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders:9And he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk and honey.10And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O LORD, hast given me. And thou shalt set it before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy God:11And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the LORD thy God hath given unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is among you.


Amongst all the humiliating experiences in the wilderness there is still one more which Israel had to remember, and we with Israel. Amalek had benefited in a cowardly manner from the tiredness of the people by attacking the weak and the stragglers. Let us pay attention to this! The devil hardly dare attack Christians who walk with confidence and assurance [close to the Ark]. In contrast the stragglers are ideal prey for him. We know what happened to Peter who followed Jesus afar off (Luke 22:54).
Ch. 26 takes us into the land again. Nevertheless the past is not forgotten. The Israelite, blessed in his harvest, coming to the place chosen by the LORD, had to recall both his wretched beginnings and the divine power which had rescued him in order to bring him into the good land. Then, as proof of his God's goodness, he had to set before Him the fruit from his basket and to prostrate himself with his heart full of joy and gratitude. This is a beautiful illustration of the worship of the redeemed coming to remember their glorious salvation, offering to God "the fruit of the lips giving thanks to his name" (Heb. 13:15) and saying to the Lord with adoration: "All manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved" (Cant. 7:13).
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Deuteronomy 26:12-19

12When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat within thy gates, and be filled;13Then thou shalt say before the LORD thy God, I have brought away the hallowed things out of mine house, and also have given them unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all thy commandments which thou hast commanded me: I have not transgressed thy commandments, neither have I forgotten them:14I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I taken away ought thereof for any unclean use, nor given ought thereof for the dead: but I have hearkened to the voice of the LORD my God, and have done according to all that thou hast commanded me.15Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and the land which thou hast given us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk and honey.16This day the LORD thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.17Thou hast avouched the LORD this day to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his voice:18And the LORD hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his commandments;19And to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour; and that thou mayest be an holy people unto the LORD thy God, as he hath spoken.


The invitation in Hebrews 13:15 to offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually is immediately followed by this exhortation: "But to do good and to communicate forget not." Here too we find the subject of gifts dealt with immediately after that of the firstfruit offerings to the LORD (vv. 1-11). The tithes were part of Israel's worship and v. 11 teaches us why: it was necessary that the Levite and the stranger could rejoice with the Israelite. Likewise we are requested to share our goods with others, not to draw thanks or attention to ourselves from it, but so that the person with whom we share gives thanks to the Lord with us for the good things which we enjoy together (2 Cor. 9:12). In heaven doing good will no longer be relevant, all need of it having obviously disappeared. But on earth the Spirit of God connects this service with praise as if to give us the opportunity to prove our love to the Lord other than by words. Moreover let us not forget the touching reason which should be sufficient for us: "for with such sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb. 13:16)!
One single thing distinguished Israel "in praise and in name and in honour above all nations": that was obedience to the commandments of his God (vv. 18, 19).
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Deuteronomy 27:1-19

1And Moses with the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep all the commandments which I command you this day.2And it shall be on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up great stones, and plaister them with plaister:3And thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou art passed over, that thou mayest go in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, a land that floweth with milk and honey; as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee.4Therefore it shall be when ye be gone over Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones, which I command you this day, in mount Ebal, and thou shalt plaister them with plaister.5And there shalt thou build an altar unto the LORD thy God, an altar of stones: thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon them.6Thou shalt build the altar of the LORD thy God of whole stones: and thou shalt offer burnt offerings thereon unto the LORD thy God:7And thou shalt offer peace offerings, and shalt eat there, and rejoice before the LORD thy God.8And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly.9And Moses and the priests the Levites spake unto all Israel, saying, Take heed, and hearken, O Israel; this day thou art become the people of the LORD thy God.10Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of the LORD thy God, and do his commandments and his statutes, which I command thee this day.11And Moses charged the people the same day, saying,12These shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the people, when ye are come over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin:13And these shall stand upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.14And the Levites shall speak, and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud voice,15Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen.16Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen.17Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour's landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen.18Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the way. And all the people shall say, Amen.19Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow. And all the people shall say, Amen.


Written "very plainly" on large stones that had been covered with dazzling white plaster, the law was placed in a conspicuous position on the mountain as a testimony to all Israel. Nobody could claim that they did not know it. We who have the complete Bible in our hands have even more responsibility.
This monument to glorify the law makes us think of the magnificent Psalm 119 which unfurls in its 176 verses the marvels of the Word of God and what it means for the faithful believer. This psalm begins by proclaiming the blessing of those "who walk in the law of the LORD." "Thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal," was how it had been ordained (Deut. 11:29). Sadly we do not hear the tribes proclaiming the blessing. Effectively the people were "under the law" and "cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3:10). Cursed . . . cursed . . . cursed . . . is the sentence which Israel was to hear twelve times (vv. 15-26). However the same passage in Galatians announces that "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law" by taking it upon Himself (Gal. 3:13). Henceforth we are no longer under the law, but under grace (Rom. 6:14).
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Deuteronomy 28:1-14

1And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.3Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.4Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.5Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.6Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.7The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.8The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.9The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways.10And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee.11And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee.12The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.13And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:14And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.


This chapter corresponds with chapter 26 of Leviticus. Together they form a double and solemn testimony, warning Israel of the consequences of her obedience or her disobedience (Job 33:14). "If thou shalt hearken . . . (vv. 1, 2, 13). Many times already in this book the call has resounded: "Hearken, O Israel!" Let each one of us put our own name in place of Israel's and lend an ear to the Lord's commandments! "Speak, for thy servant heareth", the young Samuel replied (1 Sam. 3:10). And Christ Himself could say through the Spirit of prophecy: "The Lord God . . . wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned" (Isa. 50:4). Always connected with this fact of listening to the Word, keeping it and putting it into practice will be the blessing of the Lord (Rev. 1:3). It delights and enriches our souls completely and continually, "in the city or in the fields." Our family life and "all that we set our hands to" will bear its mark (v. 8). We will go from victory to victory (v. 7). Finally this superabundance of spiritual prosperity (v. 11) will not go unnoticed and its origin will be obvious to all: it comes from the Lord to whom we belong and whose name will thus be glorified (v. 10).
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Deuteronomy 28:15-32

15But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:16Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field.17Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store.18Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.19Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out.20The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.21The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it.22The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish.23And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron.24The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed.25The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.26And thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray them away.27The LORD will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed.28The LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart:29And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee.30Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes thereof.31Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to rescue them.32Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them all the day long: and there shall be no might in thine hand.


From now until the end of this long chapter, the LORD lists all the curses which await Israel if they do not listen. Sadly, Scripture, as well as the history of that people, confirms that in fact "they were dull of hearing" and that consequently all those afflictions came upon them. As for us who are under grace, our responsibility is even greater, which is why we are told "See that ye refuse not him that speaketh" (Heb. 12:25). We would not only be rejecting the words but also the Person who spoke them.
Now if we have remained deaf to the voice of His good Word it becomes necessary for Him to use another language which is far more painful and severe: that of afflictions. As long as we persist in going the way of our own will we will necessarily encounter the will of the Lord against us. Let us learn to discern His will behind the measures used to discipline us. And may the Lord keep us from having to undergo all sorts of troublesome experiences before we understand that we cannot be happy away from Him! The son in the parable teaches us that lesson without our having the need to learn it by following him into "a far country" (Luke 15).
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Deuteronomy 28:33-53; Deuteronomy 29:1

33The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway:34So that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.35The LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head.36The LORD shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known; and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone.37And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the LORD shall lead thee.38Thou shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt gather but little in; for the locust shall consume it.39Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them.40Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his fruit.41Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go into captivity.42All thy trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume.43The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee very high; and thou shalt come down very low.44He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail.45Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which he commanded thee:46And they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a wonder, and upon thy seed for ever.47Because thou servedst not the LORD thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things;48Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the LORD shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.49The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;50A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to the young:51And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: which also shall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee.52And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.53And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee:
1These are the words of the covenant, which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, beside the covenant which he made with them in Horeb.


"Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another God" (Ps. 16:4). This verse (which prophetically applies to the worship of the Antichrist) can serve as a title for vv. 15-68 of our chapter. The person who is speaking in Psalm 16 is Christ who, in contrast to Israel, never ceased to trust in God and to set the Lord before Him. He could always count on His God to preserve Him, to maintain His lot so that He would not be moved (Ps. 16:1, 5, 8). He is our example in the path of faith. But God also has to show us the opposite example and its tragic consequences. The dreadful threat of v. 53 literally came to pass in Israel's history (2 Kings 6:29). As for their liberty, the people practically lost that from the time of their transportation to Babylon.
We are invited to "serve the LORD with gladness" in Psalm 100:2. To be precise, Israel did not serve her God "with joyfulness and with gladness of heart" (v. 47), exposing herself instead to suffering the iron yoke of her enemies. Morally it is still the same today. By refusing to serve the Lord we practically put ourselves back under bondage to Satan and sin (John 8:34). May God teach us to serve Him gladly, imitating the One who delighted to do His will! (Ps. 40:8).
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Deuteronomy 29:2-17

2And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all his land;3The great temptations which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and those great miracles:4Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day.5And I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot.6Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk wine or strong drink: that ye might know that I am the LORD your God.7And when ye came unto this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, came out against us unto battle, and we smote them:8And we took their land, and gave it for an inheritance unto the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half tribe of Manasseh.9Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do.10Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your captains of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel,11Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy water:12That thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, and into his oath, which the LORD thy God maketh with thee this day:13That he may establish thee to day for a people unto himself, and that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.14Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath;15But with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God, and also with him that is not here with us this day:16(For ye know how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we came through the nations which ye passed by;17And ye have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, which were among them:)


All Israel was gathered together to hear the words of the covenant. The power and love of the LORD had worked great miracles for her. The people saw them (v. 2) but not with the eyes of the heart (v. 4; Ephesians 1:18). The miracles accomplished for her benefit had no moral effect on her conscience. It was the same during the time when the Lord Jesus was on the earth. "Many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them . . . " (John 2:23-24). We also run the risk of resembling them every time that we are satisfied with just an intellectual knowledge of the truth.
However v. 4 confirms that God had not given Israel ears to hear until that day. Was it therefore the latter's fault if she had not listened? Indeed it was! The apostle Paul holds those people responsible for having closed their ears of their free will for fear of hearing and being converted (Acts 28:27-28). "Be it known," he continues, "that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it." The Lord desires that this is not in vain and that none of us harden our hearts today upon hearing His voice (Heb. 3:7-8, 15; Heb. 4:7). Note the frequent repetition of that word "today" throughout the final chapters of this book.


November 14

Deuteronomy 29:18-29

18Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood;19And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst:20The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from under heaven.21And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that are written in this book of the law:22So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the LORD hath laid upon it;23And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:24Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this land? what meaneth the heat of this great anger?25Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt:26For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had not given unto them:27And the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are written in this book:28And the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.29The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.


Up to now the subject has been the people as a whole. Vv. 18-21 apply to the individual, the man or woman who turns away from the LORD. Wormwood (v. 18) is a plant with bitter and poisonous juices which grows in uncultivated places. If our hearts are in "a wild state" we should not be surprised if certain roots of bitterness do not develop there, poisoning our spirits with all sorts of resentment, jealousy and animosity. The cure to prevent this according to Hebrews 12:15 is: do not fail to enjoy the grace of God.
The chapter closes on a comforting verse. Our history, like that of Israel, consists of a visible side: that which we are responsible for, and a hidden side: that of grace, of which God alone has full knowledge. Certain tapestries are embroidered back to front. While the work is going on, one can only see knots and tangled threads on the canvas; only the craftsman knows what he is doing. Afterwards when the work is completed, the final pattern emerges on the other side in all its perfection and beauty. "The things revealed" correspond to the reverse side of the divine work made visible. Afflictions, checks, discipline, at times appear to us to be going against God's plan. But soon, in the magnificence of the Heavenly Place, we will admire the other side and we will understand all His love.
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Deuteronomy 30:1-14

1And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,2And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul;3That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee.4If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:5And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.6And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.7And the LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee.8And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the LORD, and do all his commandments which I command thee this day.9And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: for the LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers:10If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.11For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off.12It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?13Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?14But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.


The grace of God holds in reserve the "secret things" (Deut. 29:29) of which this lovely chapter speaks to us. "Not only will the Lord gather together His people again, bring them back, multiply them and act powerfully on their behalf, but He will also operate within them a mighty work of grace which is worth far more than any external prosperity" (C.H.M.). In a future time God will act in the hearts of His people to produce in them obedience and love towards Him (Heb. 8:10). He has been inviting them for a long time: "If thou wilt return, O Israel . . . return unto me" (Jer. 4:1; Hosea 14:1-2). So, all that patient work will not have been in vain! "And thou shalt return . . . " (v. 8).
Romans 10 quotes vv. 12-14 in applying them to "whosoever believes." Christ, the living Word, came down from heaven where man could not ascend, in order to reveal the heart of God who desires all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). Friend, do not say that salvation is too fantastic and you are too wretched (v. 11). No matter how far away you may be, Jesus is very close to you. Open your heart to Him now!
As for us Christians, let us be aware that if the Word is in our mouths and in our hearts, it is not there to remain fruitless but to be practised (v. 14; read John 13:17).


November 16

Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Deuteronomy 31:1-6


15See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;16In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.17But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;18I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it.19I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:20That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.
1And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel.2And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and come in: also the LORD hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan.3The LORD thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou shalt possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the LORD hath said.4And the LORD shall do unto them as he did to Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amorites, and unto the land of them, whom he destroyed.5And the LORD shall give them up before your face, that ye may do unto them according unto all the commandments which I have commanded you.6Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.


Here once again we come across the fork in the road (Deut. 11:26). Only two roads open out in front of Israel, as they do before every man: one leads to life and good; the other, filled with attractions perhaps at the start, leads inevitably to death and evil (vv. 15, 19; cf. Jer. 21:8). Reader, the choice is yours. No one can decide for you and you choose having complete knowledge of the facts. Listen to the friendly voice which murmurs in your ear: "This is the way, walk ye in it" (Isa. 30:21).
Moses is one hundred and twenty years old. He also had to make a choice, eighty years earlier. He had refused the honour, wealth and pleasures of Pharaoh's court, preferring to "suffer affliction with the people of God" and sharing "the reproach of Christ" (Heb. 11:25-26). Being absolutely convinced that he had not made a mistake, he can now urge Israel, in fact urge all those who have not yet made up their minds: "Look . . . choose life". Jesus is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). To choose life is to choose Jesus Himself. He then will look after our happiness. Dear friend, choose life, choose Jesus! Do it today! Tomorrow does not belong to you.
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Deuteronomy 31:7-18

7And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.8And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.9And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and unto all the elders of Israel.10And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles,11When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing.12Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this law:13And that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.14And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must die: call Joshua, and present yourselves in the tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give him a charge. And Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves in the tabernacle of the congregation.15And the LORD appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar of the cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle.16And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made with them.17Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day. Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us?18And I will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods.


Having commanded all Israel to be strong and to be of good courage (v. 6), Moses addresses the same words to Joshua (v. 7). The source of courage is the same in both cases: the LORD who walks with them.
Moses wrote the law. What remains is that it must be read! Moreover a final instruction is given relating to the periodic reading of the divine commandments before a gathering of the whole of Israel: men, women and children. For what purpose? "That they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this law" (v. 12). It is for these same reasons that we hold our assembly meetings where the word of God is read and meditated upon. The children should be there along with their parents. Dear young friends, do not neglect these gatherings "as the manner of some is" (Heb. 10:25).
Why, after having promised Israel that He would never forsake her (v. 6) does the LORD announce: "and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them" (v. 17)? Because in between times it was the people who were to forsake their God and break His covenant (v. 16). However a final promise was made by the mouth of the prophet Hosea: "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely" (Hosea 14:4).


November 18

Deuteronomy 31:19-29

19Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel.20For when I shall have brought them into the land which I sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey; and they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat; then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and provoke me, and break my covenant.21And it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles are befallen them, that this song shall testify against them as a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their seed: for I know their imagination which they go about, even now, before I have brought them into the land which I sware.22Moses therefore wrote this song the same day, and taught it the children of Israel.23And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee.24And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished,25That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying,26Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.27For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the LORD; and how much more after my death?28Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them.29For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because ye will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger through the work of your hands.


The same sentence is used to announce the blessings which the LORD reserves for His people and the immeasurable treason of the latter in turning to other gods (v. 20). Having been warned of the dark future which Israel was making for herself; Joshua is urged in the meantime to be strong (v. 23). For he did not draw his power from the people but from the LORD. No doubt, dear young people, you have come across many weaknesses and failings amongst the Christians whom you know. Your elders are a long way from always setting you a good example. The meetings which you attend sometimes only give you a little bit of teaching. Is there not often something which discourages you? By looking to people it cannot be any other way. But if your look is directed towards Jesus you will not be at all deceived. In Him are inexhaustible supplies of grace and perfect things which are capable of meeting all our needs.
Moses, Joshua and Paul . . . knew what would become of their work down here. "For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves . . . " said Moses (v. 29). "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you . . .", announced Paul (Acts 20:29). But they also knew whom they had believed, and they trusted in His power (2 Tim. 1:12).


November 19

Deuteronomy 31: 30; Deuteronomy 32:1-14

30And Moses spake in the ears of all the congregation of Israel the words of this song, until they were ended.
1Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.2My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:3Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God.4He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.5They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.6Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and established thee?7Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.8When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.9For the LORD's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.10He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye.11As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings:12So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him.13He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;14Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.


Just as the Law instructed him to do, Moses is now going to teach a song to the children of Israel. Using the heavens and the earth as a witness he exalts the Word of God which descends "as the small rain upon the tender herb (youth), and as the showers upon the grass" (v. 2). He pays tribute to the greatness of God, extolling what He is: faithful, just, right (v. 4). The Rock is His name, guaranteeing shelter to His own, a place to live, a pleasant shade, living water (Ps. 31:2; Ps. 71:3; Isaiah 32:2 and many other passages), as well as honey and oil (v. 13). The song then praises what God does: a perfect work! (v. 4). Vv. 8-14 show all His work for Israel. He chose him (v. 8), found him, instructed him, kept him (v. 10), carried him (v. 11), led him (v. 12) and finally lifted him on high (v. 13). "What could have been done more . . . , that I have not done it?" the LORD asked later concerning His vineyard, Israel (Isa. 5:4). With very good reason, children of God, we are right to shout out "Of the Rock of Jacob, all the work is perfect . . .!"
"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate . . . , them he also called . . . , them he also justified . . . , them he also glorified". (Rom. 8:29-30).


November 20

Deuteronomy 32:15-33

15But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.16They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger.17They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not.18Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.19And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters.20And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith.21They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.22For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.23I will heap mischiefs upon them; I will spend mine arrows upon them.24They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter destruction: I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust.25The sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs.26I said, I would scatter them into corners, I would make the remembrance of them to cease from among men:27Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely, and lest they should say, Our hand is high, and the LORD hath not done all this.28For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding in them.29O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end!30How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?31For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges.32For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter:33Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps.


The song which Moses taught to the children of Israel sadly did not have only one verse! The one which we learnt yesterday with the people, except for v. 5, extols God's side. Let us now look at man's side! The riches given by the LORD to His people, listed in v. 14, only served to make the latter get fat (v. 15). Instead of clinging more to the "Rock of his salvation", offering to Him the fat of lambs and the drink offerings of wine (v. 14), Israel forsook, scorned, provoked, and finally forgot Him (vv. 15, 16, 18). What ingratitude! And yet, are we not sometimes like that wretched people? We gladly "get fat" on the wealth with which our Father fills us. We make our earthly affairs prosper, forgetting to give the Lord His rightful place in our lives. Those who are "rich in this world" are ordered not to "trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. 6:17). If the children of Israel had been wise they would have considered their latter end (v. 29). May the Lord grant us the wisdom to use His gifts as having to account for them to Him when He returns!


November 21

Deuteronomy 32:34-52

34Is not this laid up in store with me, and sealed up among my treasures?35To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste.36For the LORD shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left.37And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted,38Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink offerings? let them rise up and help you, and be your protection.39See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.40For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever.41If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate me.42I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh; and that with the blood of the slain and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy.43Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.44And Moses came and spake all the words of this song in the ears of the people, he, and Hoshea the son of Nun.45And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel:46And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words which I testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do, all the words of this law.47For it is not a vain thing for you; because it is your life: and through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.48And the LORD spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying,49Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is over against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession:50And die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people:51Because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel.52Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give the children of Israel.


The final lines of Moses' song recall that God is sovereign, that He is "the Same" and that consequently He can be expected to have the last word. What is this last word? Vengeance for His enemies who have gone unpunished for a long time, but also forgiveness for His people with whom the nations will rejoice during the millennium (v. 43).
Moses ends his teaching with a final exhortation to obedience: "Set your hearts" to this word, to this law, "it is your life" (vv. 46, 47; Isaiah 55:3; Prov. 4:13; Prov. 7:2). Certain young people think that to "live their own lives" they have to cut themselves off from all guidance and above all from that of God. These verses assert, and our experience confirms, that bowing to the blessed yoke of the Lord is in fact laying hold of what is really life. (1 Tim. 6:19. margin).
Moses' instructions are finished. As a true mediator he spoke of the people to the LORD and of the LORD to the people. He is now going to leave the latter. Hebrews 13:7 exhorts us to remember faithful leaders who gave us the Word of God. Many of them are no longer here. However, the author of the epistle adds: "Jesus Christ the same, yesterday, and today, and for ever" (compare with v. 39).
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Deuteronomy 33:1-12

1And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death.2And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them.3Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of thy words.4Moses commanded us a law, even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.5And he was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together.6Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not his men be few.7And this is the blessing of Judah: and he said, Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people: let his hands be sufficient for him; and be thou an help to him from his enemies.8And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah;9Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children: for they have observed thy word, and kept thy covenant.10They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law: they shall put incense before thee, and whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar.11Bless, LORD, his substance, and accept the work of his hands: smite through the loins of them that rise against him, and of them that hate him, that they rise not again.12And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the LORD shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders.


As he is about to leave the people, the man of God speaks from his heart. It is no longer the time for exhortations; he is leaving those he loves and his last message is a blessing (cf. Luke 24:50). Moses is the worthy representative of a God who "loves his people" and holds all His saints "in his hand" (v. 3) – an assurance fulfilled by the promise of the Lord Jesus: "No man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand"! (John 10:29).
Comparing this blessing by Moses with that of Jacob in Genesis 49, we find some differences which are full of instruction for us. According to his own father, Levi was a violent and cruel man. God made him "the man of his goodness" and placed him in charge of the sanctuary. As for Benjamin, he was called "a devouring wolf" (Gen. 49:27). Through grace he became "the beloved of the LORD" and this "wolf" will occupy the position of the sheep that was found, for it is said "he shall dwell between his shoulders" (v. 12; Luke 15:5). The Gospel produces such a complete transformation in the person who receives it. This was the experience of Saul of Tarsus who also belonged to this tribe of Benjamin and who, from being an ardent persecutor, became a faithful witness and servant of the Lord (1 Tim. 1:12-13).


November 23

Deuteronomy 33:13-29

13And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the LORD be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath,14And for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the moon,15And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hills,16And for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof, and for the good will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.17His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns: with them he shall push the people together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh.18And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and, Issachar, in thy tents.19They shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness: for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in the sand.20And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of the head.21And he provided the first part for himself, because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was he seated; and he came with the heads of the people, he executed the justice of the LORD, and his judgments with Israel.22And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp: he shall leap from Bashan.23And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the LORD: possess thou the west and the south.24And of Asher he said, Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil.25Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.26There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky.27The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.28Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his heavens shall drop down dew.29Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high places.


All that is "precious" is to be for Joseph, a type of Christ. However nothing is more precious for the Lord Jesus than the heart of His redeemed. The one "who was separated from his brethren" (Gen. 49:26) remains "separated from his brethren" (v. 16). By virtue of his suffering in the pit and in the prison, then his glory in Egypt, Joseph justifiably occupies that particular position. It is the same with Jesus. Nobody could accompany Him on that terrible Calvary road. He was alone on the cross. Moreover God has given Him a place apart; He has lifted Him up high, He has given Him "a name which is above every name"; He has anointed Him "with the oil of gladness above his fellows" (Phil. 2:9; Ps. 45:7).
As on a splendid painting, Christ's one thousand year reign is called to mind by the blessings of the tribes. In contrast to the one which Jacob pronounced they do not hold any blame, any limitation. There is however one person missing from that second list; have you noticed him? It is Simeon, who was formerly linked with Levi in the same condemnation. (Gen. 49:5). Levi, now the object of grace, is richly blessed. But Simeon, where is he? A serious question! Is your name in the book of life?


November 24

Deuteronomy 34:1-12

1And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan,2And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea,3And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar.4And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD.6And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.7And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.8And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.9And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.10And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,11In all the signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land,12And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel.


Moses had spent forty years with Pharaoh, forty years with Jethro in the school of God and finally forty years in the wilderness leading Israel. He had seen the "great sight" of the burning bush at the outset. He had then, by faith, endured "as seeing him who is invisible" (Heb. 11:27). With an undimmed eye (v. 7), the man of God, coming to the end of his journey, contemplates the admirable view of Emmanuel's land.
Then comes the moment when, in his own words of Psalm 90:3, upon God's order man returns to the dust. (A.V. destruction = dust). But the LORD honours His dear servant by burying him Himself (v. 6). Moses is henceforth one of the witnesses of the faith who are awaiting the promised glory whilst already rejoicing in the presence of the One who is his perfect reward (Matt. 17:3). What loss is the land in comparison with that gain? At the end of this section of the Bible made up of the five books of Moses (or Pentateuch), may each one of us have made a positive gain in the knowledge of the Lord! "Moses wrote of me" said Jesus to the Jews (John 5:46). Is it not in effect the Lord Himself whom we have discovered through so many types in this rich portion of the Word of God?


November 25

Joshua 1:1-18

1Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,2Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.3Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.4From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.5There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.6Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.7Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.8This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.9Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.10Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,11Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the LORD your God giveth you to possess it.12And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,13Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.14Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, and help them;15Until the LORD have given your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have possessed the land which the LORD your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it, which Moses the LORD's servant gave you on this side Jordan toward the sunrising.16And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go.17According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the LORD thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.18Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of a good courage.


In the book of Joshua we enter the promised land with the people of Israel to take possession of it. A new leader replaces Moses: Joshua whom we know already because we saw him in his youth as a warrior (Ex. 17:9), a disciple (Ex. 33:11), a servant (Num. 11:28), a witness (Num. 14:6). After long years of training in the wilderness, he is now called to a position of tremendous responsibility. As he faces up to the task, he is encouraged again by the LORD (vv. 6, 7, 9) and by his brethren (v. 18) with this exhortation, "This book of the law (for us the whole Word of God) shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night . . . " That was to be the secret of his spiritual success . . . and ours too (v. 8).
The book of Joshua illustrates the truths which are developed in Ephesians. Like the children of Israel who fought to conquer Canaan, so believers must wage spiritual battles to enjoy the heavenly places. And the message to them is the same as that given to Joshua: "Be strong in the Lord . . . stand therefore . . ." (Eph. 6:10, 14). Moses represents Christ leading His own out of the world, but Joshua is a type of the Spirit of Jesus (the same Hebrew name) who leads believers into heaven.


November 26

Joshua 2:1-13

1And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there.2And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out the country.3And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country.4And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:5And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them.6But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof.7And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate.8And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof;9And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.10For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.11And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.12Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token:13And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.


Two daunting obstacles block the people's way into Canaan. The first of these is the Jordan which forms the border of the land. Then on the far bank is the forbidding fortress of Jericho. Joshua sends his two spies there. It would seem that their mission is limited for this visit to Rahab's house where they assess, not the enemy's power, but God's at work in this woman's heart. Rahab has heard what God did for His people. She has trusted in Him. Finally she acts, because "faith without works is dead" and James uses her, this poor Canaanite woman along with Abraham himself, as examples of this teaching (James 2:25). In the world's eyes, this woman's action which amounted to betrayal is absolutely deplorable. But her action clearly emphasizes the distinction between an act of faith which pleases God and a "good work" which men praise. It would be far from the truth to think that believers' actions are always understood and appreciated by the world.
Rahab's faith earned her a place of honour in two distinguished lists in the New Testament: the genealogy of Jesus Christ (Matt. 1) and the list of faithful witnesses in Hebrews 11, in which she is the only woman named with Sara.


November 27

Joshua 2:14-24

14And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee.15Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.16And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way.17And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us swear.18Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto thee.19And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him.20And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear.21And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window.22And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not.23So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things that befell them:24And they said unto Joshua, Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.


The fact that Rahab was not only an enemy but also a woman of low repute underlines the extent of God's grace. Like another Canaanite woman during the Lord's life, her faith enabled her to eat in a spiritual sense the "crumbs" which fall from the table of the children of Israel (Matt. 15:22 . . .). The way in which her house would be preserved brings to our mind the passover and the lamb's blood on the doors. In anticipation of the judgment which would fall on Jericho, Rahab and her family are summoned to protect themselves beneath the scarlet cord. And we notice how that same object is immediately tied to the window. What Rahab teaches us to do is to shelter without delay under the redeeming blood, if we have not already done so, for judgment will come upon the world as surely as it fell on Jericho. This woman proclaims her absolute conviction that the God of Israel will gain the victory and relies upon the promise which He gave her.
The report of the two spies is completely different from that given by the ten scouts in Numbers 13. "Truly, the LORD hath delivered (not will deliver) into our hands all the land." V. 24 is the literal fulfilment of what the hymn at the Red Sea announced forty years earlier (Ex. 15:15).


November 28

Joshua 3:1-13

1And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over.2And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host;3And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.4Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore.5And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the LORD will do wonders among you.6And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.7And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.8And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan.9And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD your God.10And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites.11Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.12Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man.13And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap.


Just as the Red Sea blocked Israel's way out of Egypt, so now the Jordan bars their way into Canaan. And the crossing of this river teaches us a new truth of supreme importance: that of our death with Christ. Even in this life the child of God is called to possess heaven by faith and enjoy it. Entering into Canaan is equivalent to that. But just as it was necessary to cross the Jordan, the river of death, to enter that land, so the Christian cannot enter into possession and taste its joys now without realising himself dead with Christ. The cross on which my Saviour laid down His life strikes down and condemns my natural corrupt will, that old nature which never stops trying to gain control over me and yet has no right to enter the heavenly realm. What anguish it causes me! Every effort I make to reform it is useless. How can I prevent it from doing harm or put it to death? I then discover with joy how that very thing has been accomplished once and for all on the cross and I must simply accept that fact as I did the forgiveness of my sins! Jesus was not only crucified for me. I have been crucified with Him (Gal. 2:20). These are the wonders which God has done for us (v. 5).


November 29

Joshua 3:14-17; Joshua 4:1-8

14And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;15And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)16That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.17And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.
1And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, that the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying,2Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man,3And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.4Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man:5And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel:6That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?7Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.8And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the LORD spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.


The ark goes first into the waters, opening up a passage for the people. Christ's entering into death makes a way for us by which we have not "passed heretofore", a new and living way (Joshua 3:4; Hebrews 10:20). Before the cross, no one had ever returned from death having once entered there. But Christ did just that, so that now we pass through it with Him without experiencing its bitterness. "They went through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice in him" (Ps. 66:6). We learn that the ark remained in the river bed until the entire nation had finished passing over (v. 17). Glorious guarantee of the people's safety! Death cannot swallow us up! Christ went into it on our behalf. But let us think what it meant for the Prince of Life to offer up His soul unto death. Jonah 2:5 mentions all the terrible waves which passed over Him in their terrible reality. The waters compassed Him about even to the soul (see too Ps. 42:7). Precious Saviour! For Him suffering and death; for us deliverance, life, bliss. The waters could not quench nor the floods drown the love strong as death which led Him into those waves to save us from their power (Cant. 8:6-7).


November 30

Joshua 4:9-24

9And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.10For the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until everything was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to speak unto the people, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua: and the people hasted and passed over.11And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over, that the ark of the LORD passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people.12And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them:13About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the LORD unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.14On that day the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.15And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying,16Command the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan.17Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, Come ye up out of Jordan.18And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.19And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho.20And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal.21And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones?22Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.23For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over:24That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for ever.


At the command of the LORD, Joshua had twelve stones taken from the river bed. At the same place he erected twelve other stones which the waters would cover (v. 9). "What do these stones mean for us?" (v. 6). The letter to the Romans interprets their meaning. They represent believers identified with Christ in His death (at the bottom of the river) as well as in His resurrection (on the river bank in Canaan —Rom. 6:5).
The oneness of the people is also declared by the twelve stones (twelve tribes) which together form one monument. Let us not forget that this mighty act was accomplished for all the redeemed, even if many are unaware of it. The double memorial stands as a permanent witness to the fact.
So the cross made available to me three tremendous deliverances, which are illustrated by the Passover, the Red Sea and the Jordan. The Passover teaches me that I am delivered from the judgment of God. The Red Sea teaches me that I am set free from my eternal enemies, Satan and the world. Finally, the Jordan declares to me that I have the authority to consider as dead that tyrannical internal enemy, the flesh. The first two truths are grasped when we are born again, but the third corresponds to what has been called deliverance.



December 1

Joshua 5:1-15

1And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.2At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.3And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.4And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt.5Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised.6For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: unto whom the LORD sware that he would not shew them the land, which the LORD sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey.7And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way.8And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the people, that they abode in their places in the camp, till they were whole.9And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.10And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.11And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day.12And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.13And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?14And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?15And the captain of the LORD's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.


So we find ourselves on this resurrection shore! What do we discover? We discover to our distress first of all that external enemies have reappeared. Take heart! They are weak (v. 1), already defeated by Christ at the cross (Col. 2:15). Our internal enemy, the flesh, is also present. Was it not pronounced dead and buried in the depths of the Jordan? Certainly! In God's eyes, it occupies that place. But we must reckon ourselves dead to sin (Rom. 6:11), recognizing that it has no authority to show its face. Circumcision represents this judgment which we must bring to bear upon every manifestation of the flesh in us. When it is carried out, then we discover what resources and joy await us on this "shore" of the heavenly places. Firstly the old corn of the land, which replaces the manna, is a picture of the glorified Christ by whom each redeemed one is fed. Then comes the Passover; it can be held beneath the very walls of Jericho. "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies" (Ps. 23:5). Finally there is the Angel promised by the LORD (Ex. 23:23). He too is a type of Jesus who is in heaven on our behalf and directs our battles.


December 2

Joshua 6:1-14

1Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in.2And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour.3And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days.4And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets.5And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him.6And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD.7And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the LORD.8And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.9And the armed men went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets.10And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.11So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.12And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.13And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets.14And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days.


Like a formidable guard on the watch at the entrance to Canaan stands the powerful fortress of Jericho barring the people's way. A terrifying obstacle! What is its equivalent for us? When the new convert, who has recently passed from death to life, prepares to put his faith into practice, Satan strives to frighten him at once. He places huge difficulties before him: witnessing to mocking friends, giving up a habit, confessing something or asking forgiveness from someone who has been offended. Even worse in some countries those who are known to be believers must endure real persecution. How do we come to terms with this inevitable reaction from the Enemy? By allowing the Lord to direct everything in His own way. From us, He asks complete trust in Himself, zeal (see how they rise early), a clear witness illustrated by the seven trumpets. Perseverance as well! Seven days and seven times the seventh day! Patience must have its perfect work (James 1:4). Finally the main condition: we must be aware of the presence of the Lord with us in our daily walk. The ark which stood on behalf of Israel in the Jordan is now alongside them to give them the victory (v. 6).


December 3

Joshua 6:15-27

15And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city seven times.16And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city.17And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.18And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.19But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD.20So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.21And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.22But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her.23And the young men that were spies went in, and brought Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel.24And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.25And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.26And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.27So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the country.


To the inhabitants of Jericho how ridiculous and ineffective the marching round their walls by these trumpet-blowers must have seemed! Had a siege ever been carried out like this? There was plenty of mockery of course! But "God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty" (1 Cor. 1:27). Aside from the impressive visible weapons which man uses, faith operates in its own invisible way. In keeping with the Lord's promise, if our faith is like a grain of mustard seed, God will remove appalling obstacles from our path (Matt. 17:20). We also know that "the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds" (2 Cor. 10:4). Let us make use of the invincible weapon of prayer. If there are obstacles like Jericho on the road we tread, let us learn, as Israel did, to circle them with the Lord (the ark) lifting our voices to God. Then, when the time He has chosen comes, we shall see the walls fall down as those of Jericho did on the seventh day.
Israel received a warning which everyone could understand: the city was cursed. Only Rahab was spared with her family as a result of her faith.


December 4

Joshua 7:1-15

1But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel.2And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the men went up and viewed Ai.3And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labour thither; for they are but few.4So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai.5And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the going down: wherefore the hearts of the people melted, and became as water.6And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark of the LORD until the eventide, he and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads.7And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan!8O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies!9For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ us round, and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great name?10And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?11Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff.12Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you.13Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you.14In the morning therefore ye shall be brought according to your tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which the LORD taketh shall come according to the families thereof; and the family which the LORD shall take shall come by households; and the household which the LORD shall take shall come man by man.15And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel.


After Jericho comes Ai, a small city. It seems a simple task to overcome it without troubling all the men of war; three thousand would be sufficient. But what was the outcome? Against all expectation Israel is defeated. Confusion reigns! Now it is the turn of the people's hearts to melt as those of their enemies had melted a short time before (Joshua 5:1). Joshua, filled with despair, falls on his face and laments. But the LORD commands him to stand up and take in the situation. There is something wrong in the Israelite camp. The cursed thing, or in other words sin, is preventing God from fighting for His people's cause. What an important lesson for each one of us! Our conscience is like the Israelite camp. A sin we hide, or refuse to confess to men and God, robs us of His fellowship without which a believer is beaten in advance. Even more serious is the matter of the great name of Christ, which we bear (v. 9). That will be dishonoured by our sin. "What wilt thou do unto thy great name?" is an intelligent prayer. He who speaks in this way has learned to place the glory of God before his own interests.


December 5

Joshua 7:16-26

16So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken:17And he brought the family of Judah; and he took the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was taken:18And he brought his household man by man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.19And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me.20And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:21When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.22So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under it.23And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD.24And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor.25And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones.26And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.


Whether for judgment or for battle Joshua gets up early. The matter must be settled promptly. When God has awakened our conscience, the matter in question must not be allowed to drag on. By drawing lots, the net closes around the unhappy culprit. Finally God's finger points him out. "Achan . . . was taken" (v. 18). What could be more terrible than being unmasked in such a way by God Himself? At the last supper, with His disciples, Jesus identified the betrayer by passing the sop to Judas when He had dipped it (John 13:26).
"My son," said Joshua, "give glory to the LORD". God's glory demands the whole truth at all times. And so Achan pours out his tragic story. It follows the pattern of all stories of covetousness, whose deadly chain reaction is shown to us by James (James 1:14-15): the eyes, then the heart, finally the hands which seize and hide. "I have sinned", Achan admits. "I saw this and that . . . I coveted them and took them and behold . . . ". The beautiful Babylonish garment, the silver and the gold were well hidden in the tent where God alone had seen them.
But we must not forget the end. "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death". There is a painful duty to perform; the wicked person must be removed from the midst of the congregation of Israel! (cf. 1 Cor. 5:13).


December 6

Joshua 8:1-13

1And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: take all the people of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai: see, I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land:2And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an ambush for the city behind it.3So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of valour, and sent them away by night.4And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall lie in wait against the city, even behind the city: go not very far from the city, but be ye all ready:5And I, and all the people that are with me, will approach unto the city: and it shall come to pass, when they come out against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them,6(For they will come out after us) till we have drawn them from the city; for they will say, They flee before us, as at the first: therefore we will flee before them.7Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the city: for the LORD your God will deliver it into your hand.8And it shall be, when ye have taken the city, that ye shall set the city on fire: according to the commandment of the LORD shall ye do. See, I have commanded you.9Joshua therefore sent them forth: and they went to lie in ambush, and abode between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night among the people.10And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and numbered the people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.11And all the people, even the people of war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the city, and pitched on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley between them and Ai.12And he took about five thousand men, and set them to lie in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the city.13And when they had set the people, even all the host that was on the north of the city, and their liers in wait on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.


God's prohibition was the main reason for the severe defeat suffered by Israel. Yet there was another cause behind that reverse. The victory at Jericho had obviously given the people confidence in themselves. This was especially surprising bearing in mind that a miracle had taken place! What was Israel's contribution to the destruction of the fortress? But how often we are like this people! When the Lord has saved us from a difficult situation, instead of relying more upon Him in the next trial, we no longer feel the need of His help. And defeat is the result! Then again our hearts are so made that we are prepared to trust in God for massive problems but when it comes to small ones we often imagine we can sort those out ourselves. The story of the capture of Ai teaches us that we need the Lord continually.
How much trouble was now necessary to win the victory! Instead of the estimated three thousand soldiers, ten times more are required, not to mention a complex plan. Restoration is always a long and difficult process. At Jericho the people had to learn to appreciate the power of God; at Ai they must experience their own weakness.


December 7

Joshua 8:14-23

14And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, that they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at a time appointed, before the plain; but he wist not that there were liers in ambush against him behind the city.15And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wilderness.16And all the people that were in Ai were called together to pursue after them: and they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away from the city.17And there was not a man left in Ai or Bethel, that went not out after Israel: and they left the city open, and pursued after Israel.18And the LORD said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that is in thy hand toward Ai; for I will give it into thine hand. And Joshua stretched out the spear that he had in his hand toward the city.19And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand: and they entered into the city, and took it, and hasted and set the city on fire.20And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that way: and the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon the pursuers.21And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew the men of Ai.22And the other issued out of the city against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of them remain or escape.23And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua.


"What wilt thou do unto thy great name?" Joshua had asked. (Joshua 7:9). Now that the sin has been removed and Israel is looking to Him, God answers by, giving the victory. The workman who wins this victory whose name is repeated many times in our story is Joshua, who once again represents Christ leading His people in their battles. By means of his spear, stretched out towards the city, at the command of the LORD, Joshua shows who is directing the manoeuvre and reminds us that an overall strategy exists, a plan which he alone is aware of. Now that is exactly what Jesus is for us! He knows the part which each soldier must play for it is He who places each one at his post and finally gives one the signal for each movement. By looking to Christ, as the soldier looks at the flag of his leader, we shall know what we have to do, our courage will be strengthened. Then, let us not forget, we do not fight the battle alone; we have brothers and sisters who share in the same battles. Nevertheless our conflict is not as it was in Joshua's time, public, glorious and spectacular. As a rule our victories are won on our knees in our bedroom; the only witness is the Lord Himself.


December 8

Joshua 8:24-35

24And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilderness wherein they chased them, and when they were all fallen on the edge of the sword, until they were consumed, that all the Israelites returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge of the sword.25And so it was, that all that fell that day, both of men and women, were twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai.26For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.27Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey unto themselves, according unto the word of the LORD which he commanded Joshua.28And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever, even a desolation unto this day.29And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day.30Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount Ebal,31As Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.32And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel.33And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, as well the stranger, as he that was born among them; half of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.34And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the law.35There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them.


Ai is conquered then burned, its inhabitants massacred, its king hanged and only its cattle kept for the people, "according unto the word of the LORD which he commanded Joshua" (v. 27). Having already paid dearly for their self will, Joshua and Israel follow God's instructions to the letter on this occasion. Deuteronomy 21:22-23 prohibited leaving the corpse of a hanged person on the tree overnight, and Joshua also obeys these words (v. 29), a proof that he already considers the land as their own. Let us make every effort to control our behaviour in accordance with the Scriptures. What power there would be in our witness if we could answer each question relating to our conduct and bearing by saying: it is what the Lord requires of me in His Word. Let us gaze at Jesus on the cross. At the very end of His life as an obedient man, He says once more "that the scripture might be fulfilled, I thirst" (John 19:28).
The scene which follows (vv. 30-35) also fulfills the instructions in Deuteronomy 11:29; Deuteronomy 27:11. Men, women, children, all the people are assembled, including the foreigners (so Rahab is probably among them), in the appointed place to hear the law. At the centre of this gathering is the sacred ark, a type of Christ. Worship and joy are expressed through the burnt offerings and sacrifices presented.


December 9

Joshua 9:1-16

1And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof;2That they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord.3And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho and to Ai,4They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up;5And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy.6And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with us.7And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we make a league with you?8And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye?9And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the name of the LORD thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt,10And all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth.11Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take victuals with you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: therefore now make ye a league with us.12This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy:13And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey.14And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the LORD.15And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them.16And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a league with them, that they heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among them.


While the people of God draw their strength from their dependence on the Lord, the world strives for strength in numbers. Its proverb "united we stand" forms the basis of all kinds of associations, including religious ones. Here we see all the hostile nations gathered together "to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord" (v. 2). Whenever it is a matter of fighting against the truth, men, who would naturally be antagonistic to one another, inevitably join forces. Herod and Pilate were reconciled and conspired against Jesus, "with the Gentiles and the people of Israel" (Luke 23:12; Acts 4:27).
While the conspiracy is taking shape and absorbing Israel's attention, the enemy surprises the people by a subtle hoax. When Satan cannot achieve his ends by force, he tries other devices. Advances, words of flattery are often the trap into which we fall when we fail to seek the Lord's guidance (v. 14). The world looks with approval on co-operation with God's children and has the ability to appear pleasant in order to deceive them about its real intentions (Ezra 4:2). Let us be on our guard, for such associations involve disobedience firstly, and then open the door to all kinds of unfaithfulness (Ex. 34:12, 15-16).


December 10

Joshua 9:17-27

17And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim.18And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation had sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel. And all the congregation murmured against the princes.19But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them.20This we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we sware unto them.21And the princes said unto them, Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers of water unto all the congregation; as the princes had promised them.22And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us?23Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen, and hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.24And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy servants, how that the LORD thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore we were sore afraid of our lives because of you, and have done this thing.25And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do.26And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, that they slew them not.27And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the LORD, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose.


When faced with Ai, the people had regarded themselves as sufficiently strong. In the presence of the Gibeonites, they considered themselves sufficiently wise. They did not feel the need to seek the LORD'S guidance (v. 14). What confusion results when, too late, they discover the truth. Henceforth they must put up with these Canaanites and we find them linked at a later date in a most humiliating way with the history of Israel (2 Sam. 21). The Gibeonites explain the reasons for their action. Perhaps we ask ourselves the question, what else could they do apart from letting themselves be wiped out by the Israelites. Now the example of Rahab shows that there was still time, confessing themselves as enemies, to place themselves by faith under the protection of the God of Israel, of whose fame they had heard (v. 9). But the people of this world act like the Gibeonites. They hope to avoid judgment by linking their destiny externally to that reserved for God's people. They wish to escape from the wrath to come and gain assurance concerning death which they dread, but without confessing their true condition, without availing themselves of God's unmerited favour. As a result, in contrast to Rahab who became the wife of Salmon, a prince of Judah (Matt. 1:5), the Gibeonites remain slaves, hewers of wood and drawers of water.


December 11

Joshua 10:1-11

1Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them;2That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty.3Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying,4Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.5Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made war against it.6And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us.7So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour.8And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee.9Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night.10And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the way that goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.11And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.


New enemies appear on the scene. Leading them they have the king of Jerusalem, Adoni-zedec (lord of righteousness). What a difference between this character and Melchizedek (king of righteousness), king of Salem (Gen. 14:18-20). The latter blessed Abram, then blessed the most high God who had delivered the enemies into the patriarch's hands. By contrast Adoni-zedec assumes the leadership of the enemies of the people of Abraham. He unites his allies against Gibeon who, in turn, calls upon his new ally. What an unfortunate result of the unfaithfulness in ch. 9! Seeing they had the LORD with them, did the people need any other support? Such alliances merely add to the danger.
But in spite of the fact, God still gives the victory. Israel sets off from Gilgal, the place of circumcision and type of the judgment of the flesh. The letter to the Colossians teaches us the full spiritual significance of the place. As we are dead and raised up with Christ it is then our responsibility to put to death our members (Col. 2:20; Col. 3:1, 5). The return to Gilgal, which corresponds to that act, is the great secret of victory. In order to conquer, the one who fights by faith must first of all appreciate that he has no strength. So he is ready to let action come from God alone. The LORD Himself wages war from heaven on behalf of His people Israel.


December 12

Joshua 10:12-27

12Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.13And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.14And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel.15And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.16But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah.17And it was told Joshua, saying, The five kings are found hid in a cave at Makkedah.18And Joshua said, Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave, and set men by it for to keep them:19And stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of them; suffer them not to enter into their cities: for the LORD your God hath delivered them into your hand.20And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had made an end of slaying them with a very great slaughter, till they were consumed, that the rest which remained of them entered into fenced cities.21And all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace: none moved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.22Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings unto me out of the cave.23And they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon.24And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them.25And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus shall the LORD do to all your enemies against whom ye fight.26And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening.27And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave's mouth, which remain until this very day.


At the prayer of Joshua, the LORD stops the sun and the moon for a whole day. By that He shows to these pagan nations who is the God who fights for Israel. At the same time He makes plain to His people how far He will go to answer their prayers (Mark 9:23). But is it not a much greater miracle that God has already lengthened the day of His grace for two thousand years? Instead of being a way of judgment and vengeance as it is here, His present aim is the conversion of sinners. He shows patience towards the world (towards you perhaps?) and "maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good" (Matt. 5:45). This seems so natural to everybody but as we see a new day appear, let us think often about this great patience of God.
When the sun fails to set, the enemies flee from the light and search for darkness in an attempt to hide themselves (v. 16; John 3: 19-21; Rev. 6:15-17). But the victory is won and the five kings are brought from the cave. "Come near," said Joshua to his captains. "Fear not! 'Put your feet upon the necks of these kings!"' (v. 24). It was to show their victory and it anticipated that future moment when the God of peace shall bruise Satan under our feet (Rom. 16:20; Ps. 110:1).


December 13

Joshua 10:28-43

28And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain: and he did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho.29Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, unto Libnah, and fought against Libnah:30And the LORD delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and he smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain in it; but did unto the king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho.31And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and encamped against it, and fought against it:32And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, which took it on the second day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein, according to all that he had done to Libnah.33Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote him and his people, until he had left him none remaining.34And from Lachish Joshua passed unto Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped against it, and fought against it:35And they took it on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.36And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they fought against it:37And they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon; but destroyed it utterly, and all the souls that were therein.38And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and fought against it:39And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had done also to Libnah, and to her king.40So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all their kings: he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel commanded.41And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even unto Gibeon.42And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel.43And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.


These imposing cities which are "great and walled up to heaven" (Deut. 1:28) fall one after another. Their kings, their giants, all their inhabitants are irresistibly struck down by "Joshua and all Israel". Notice the constant repetition of this last expression. It reminds us of that indissoluble bond between Christ and His own. By virtue of this link we know that our enemies are also, and in the first instance, the Lord's. No one can attack me without being involved with my Leader. By allowing Him to go first, I can only be victorious. Conversely, the battle is lost without Him. For that reason the Enemy tries to break my link, or communion, with my Saviour. He knows that without Him we can do nothing, even if we for our part often forget that fact (John 15:5). What triumph is recorded on this page! May there be in the record of my Christian life a similar list of victories won in secret with the Lord! Victory for the truth, victory for purity, victory over this or that temptation . . . Young man, young woman, you are particularly involved in warfare at your age. May you be included with those to whom the apostle John could write: "I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one" (1 John 2:13).


December 14

Joshua 11:1-11

1And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard those things, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph,2And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains south of Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the west,3And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh.4And they went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand that is upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many.5And when all these kings were met together, they came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, to fight against Israel.6And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow about this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough their horses, and burn their chariots with fire.7So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, against them by the waters of Merom suddenly; and they fell upon them.8And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who smote them, and chased them unto great Zidon, and unto Misrephoth-maim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they smote them, until they left them none remaining.9And Joshua did unto them as the LORD bade him: he houghed their horses, and burnt their chariots with fire.10And Joshua at that time turned back, and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all those kingdoms.11And they smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them: there was not any left to breathe: and he burnt Hazor with fire.


At Gibeon, in ch. 10, the alliance of the kings of the South was cut to pieces. Now the North of the country gathers a vast company of people around Jabin, king of Hazor, to make war against Israel. "All these kings were met together" (v. 5). "The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed", Psalm 2 announces, speaking of a future time.
What does the LORD say to Joshua? "Be not afraid because of them . . . I will deliver them up all slain before Israel" (v. 6). And the victory is followed by slaughter in which no one is spared. It is hard for us to understand these terrible judgments. Are we not disciples of a Master who exhorts us thus: "Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you . . . "? (Luke 6:27). Are we not children of a Father who exhorts us: "Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink . . . "? (Rom. 12:20). But if there is a time for grace (our time), there will be equally a time for wrath. It will come upon those who reject grace. The judgment of the Canaanites, after centuries of forbearance on God's part, illustrates the point in a most solemn way.


December 15

Joshua 11:12-23

12And all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of them, did Joshua take, and smote them with the edge of the sword, and he utterly destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the LORD commanded.13But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel burned none of them, save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn.14And all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the children of Israel took for a prey unto themselves; but every man they smote with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them, neither left they any to breathe.15As the LORD commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses.16So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south country, and all the land of Goshen, and the valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same;17Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew them.18Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.19There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle.20For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the LORD commanded Moses.21And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities.22There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained.23So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from war.


The enemies whom Israel has just fought and beaten represent those who wage war against Christians, namely Satan and his angels. Our warfare is "against principalities . . . against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 6:12) Many people believe that the devil and the demons are now in hell. But the Bible makes plain to us that Satan is still in heaven and moving about the world to harm mankind (Job 1:6-7). If we are believers, the Enemy certainly cannot rob us of our salvation (John 10:28). On the other hand he does try to prevent us from enjoying our heavenly blessings by waging war on us; he does strive to snatch from us the territory which previous victories allowed us to occupy. That is the reason why in the same chapter 6 of Ephesians we are called upon not only to fight and overcome all, but afterwards to stand. The Word supplies us with an invincible weapon against the efforts of the enemy. It makes known that neither principalities, nor powers shall be able to separate us from the love of God, but that "in all these things, we are more than conquerors through him that loved us" (Rom. 8:37-39).


December 16

Joshua 12:1-24

1Now these are the kings of the land, which the children of Israel smote, and possessed their land on the other side Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon unto mount Hermon, and all the plain on the east:2Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and from the middle of the river, and from half Gilead, even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon;3And from the plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea on the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth; and from the south, under Ashdoth-pisgah:4And the coast of Og king of Bashan, which was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,5And reigned in mount Hermon, and in Salcah, and in all Bashan, unto the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.6Them did Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel smite: and Moses the servant of the LORD gave it for a possession unto the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh.7And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel smote on this side Jordan on the west, from Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir; which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a possession according to their divisions;8In the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the springs, and in the wilderness, and in the south country; the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:9The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;10The king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;11The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;12The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one;13The king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one;14The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one;15The king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one;16The king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one;17The king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one;18The king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one;19The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one;20The king of Shimron-meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one;21The king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;22The king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam of Carmel, one;23The king of Dor in the coast of Dor, one; the king of the nations of Gilgal, one;24The king of Tirzah, one: all the kings thirty and one.


The book of Joshua can be divided into two parts, each having twelve chapters. The first which we finish today, covers the conquest of Canaan by Israel; the second (Joshua 13-24) describes mainly the division of the land amongst the tribes. The conclusion of part one: "and the land rested from war" (Joshua 11:23) is followed in ch. 12 by the long list of defeated kings. Two were defeated on the other side of Jordan, Sihon and Og; thirty one in the land itself. It is an encouragement to see God draw up this summary Himself. It proves the point that He never forgets any triumph which we win with the Lord and is aware of the effort and sacrifice which each one represents. So be full of courage, soldiers of Jesus Christ! In our battles, a supreme Umpire "keeps the score" without any mistake: the king of Hebron, one; the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; . . .
May the Lord grant us the grace of faithful warriors, each one in his place! The moment will soon come to lay down our weapons in order to enjoy heavenly rest at Jesus' side. Yes, may we then be able to say with the apostle: "I have fought a good fight", and receive the crown promised "to him that overcometh" (2 Tim. 4:7; Rev. 2, 3).


December 17

Joshua 13:1-14

1Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.2This is the land that yet remaineth: all the borders of the Philistines, and all Geshuri,3From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted to the Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites:4From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that is beside the Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites:5And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from Baal-gad under mount Hermon unto the entering into Hamath.6All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon unto Misrephoth-maim, and all the Sidonians, them will I drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee.7Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh,8With whom the Reubenites and the Gadites have received their inheritance, which Moses gave them, beyond Jordan eastward, even as Moses the servant of the LORD gave them;9From Aroer, that is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the river, and all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon;10And all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, unto the border of the children of Ammon;11And Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, and all mount Hermon, and all Bashan unto Salcah;12All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, who remained of the remnant of the giants: for these did Moses smite, and cast them out.13Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the Maachathites: but the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day.14Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as he said unto them.


The LORD reminds Joshua that there remains very much land to be possessed. The borders of it had already been shown to him (Joshua 1:4). They are easy to remember. To the south, a great desert; to the north, a great mountain, Lebanon; to the east, a great river, the Euphrates; finally to the west, a great sea, the Mediterranean. The land to be occupied by faith also has its borders which are those of the world as we see it: barren, without fruit for God (the desert) —full of ambition and pride (the mountain) — prosperous and commercialized (the river) — impetuous, constantly troubled (the sea — Jude 13; Isa. 57:20). Dear children of God, let us beware of crossing these borders. Many have done so as a result of temptation or just curiosity, and the majority have never returned. On the other hand there remains within the borders "very much land to be possessed". The inexhaustible treasures of the Word, the unfathomable riches of Christ are waiting to be grasped, so that — according to the apostle's prayer — we "may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ . . ." (Eph. 3:18-19). Christians, these are the infinite dimensions of our inheritance in Him!


December 18

Joshua 13:15-33

15And Moses gave unto the tribe of the children of Reuben inheritance according to their families.16And their coast was from Aroer, that is on the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the river, and all the plain by Medeba;17Heshbon, and all her cities that are in the plain; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-meon,18And Jahazah, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath,19And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, and Zareth-shahar in the mount of the valley,20And Beth-peor, and Ashdoth-pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth,21And all the cities of the plain, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses smote with the princes of Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, which were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country.22Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword among them that were slain by them.23And the border of the children of Reuben was Jordan, and the border thereof. This was the inheritance of the children of Reuben after their families, the cities and the villages thereof.24And Moses gave inheritance unto the tribe of Gad, even unto the children of Gad according to their families.25And their coast was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the children of Ammon, unto Aroer that is before Rabbah;26And from Heshbon unto Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and from Mahanaim unto the border of Debir;27And in the valley, Beth-aram, and Beth-nimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan and his border, even unto the edge of the sea of Chinnereth on the other side Jordan eastward.28This is the inheritance of the children of Gad after their families, the cities, and their villages.29And Moses gave inheritance unto the half tribe of Manasseh: and this was the possession of the half tribe of the children of Manasseh by their families.30And their coast was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, threescore cities:31And half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were pertaining unto the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, even to the one half of the children of Machir by their families.32These are the countries which Moses did distribute for inheritance in the plains of Moab, on the other side Jordan, by Jericho, eastward.33But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any inheritance: the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as he said unto them.


The sons of Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh received their inheritance before all their brothers. We remember that they chose their inheritance themselves without waiting for God to give it to them. What a valuable lesson for each of us! How many times, like them, have we proved incapable of waiting. We have allowed ourselves to be guided by circumstances (the region of Bashan and Gilead was suited to sheep-farming and these tribes had flocks). We have chosen the simplest solution, or because of our own discretion, the first to present itself when with a little patience, we would have secured a better inheritance: the one which God had prepared for us.
These tribes teach us another lesson: by choosing first what seemed best to them (like Lot with Abraham — Gen. 13), the Reubenites and the Gadites show selfishness toward their brethren: me first! They did indeed serve themselves first and they received their inheritance before everyone else. Yet theirs is far from being the best as they imagined it to be. The first shall be last. So we see that the best is always what God gives us, even if we have to wait a little time for it.


December 19

Joshua 14:1-15

1And these are the countries which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, distributed for inheritance to them.2By lot was their inheritance, as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes, and for the half tribe.3For Moses had given the inheritance of two tribes and an half tribe on the other side Jordan: but unto the Levites he gave none inheritance among them.4For the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim: therefore they gave no part unto the Levites in the land, save cities to dwell in, with their suburbs for their cattle and for their substance.5As the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did, and they divided the land.6Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea.7Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart.8Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly followed the LORD my God.9And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast wholly followed the LORD my God.10And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.11As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.12Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said.13And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance.14Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel.15And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba; which Arba was a great man among the Anakims. And the land had rest from war.


The LORD designated by name those who were to be responsible for dividing the land among the tribes (Num. 34:16-29). The children of Judah now step forward toward those men to receive their portion of land and Caleb begins to speak. For more than forty years he had waited for this moment. Without complaining about a punishment which was not deserved by him personally, he had walked in the wilderness with the people and was upheld by his hope. He relied on the promises of God and now reminds Joshua about them. "Give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake" (v. 12). What a glorious example of persistent faith! But there is something else to admire in this man. "My strength," he says, "has not changed. At eighty-five years I am as strong as at forty." What was his secret? Isaiah 40:31 reveals it: "They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength . . . they shall walk and not faint". Through this divine strength, Caleb, who is old in years but full of youthful energy, is ready to possess Hebron and overcome the human strength of the notorious Anakim, those giants who had formerly frightened the people to such an extent. Yes, "Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee. . . They go from strength to strength" (Ps. 84:5, 7).


December 20

Joshua 15:1-19

1This then was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah by their families; even to the border of Edom the wilderness of Zin southward was the uttermost part of the south coast.2And their south border was from the shore of the salt sea, from the bay that looketh southward:3And it went out to the south side to Maaleh-acrabbim, and passed along to Zin, and ascended up on the south side unto Kadesh-barnea, and passed along to Hezron, and went up to Adar, and fetched a compass to Karkaa:4From thence it passed toward Azmon, and went out unto the river of Egypt; and the goings out of that coast were at the sea: this shall be your south coast.5And the east border was the salt sea, even unto the end of Jordan. And their border in the north quarter was from the bay of the sea at the uttermost part of Jordan:6And the border went up to Beth-hogla, and passed along by the north of Beth-arabah; and the border went up to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben:7And the border went up toward Debir from the valley of Achor, and so northward, looking toward Gilgal, that is before the going up to Adummim, which is on the south side of the river: and the border passed toward the waters of En-shemesh, and the goings out thereof were at En-rogel:8And the border went up by the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the same is Jerusalem: and the border went up to the top of the mountain that lieth before the valley of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of the valley of the giants northward:9And the border was drawn from the top of the hill unto the fountain of the water of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of mount Ephron; and the border was drawn to Baalah, which is Kirjath-jearim:10And the border compassed from Baalah westward unto mount Seir, and passed along unto the side of mount Jearim, which is Chesalon, on the north side, and went down to Beth-shemesh, and passed on to Timnah:11And the border went out unto the side of Ekron northward: and the border was drawn to Shicron, and passed along to mount Baalah, and went out unto Jabneel; and the goings out of the border were at the sea.12And the west border was to the great sea, and the coast thereof. This is the coast of the children of Judah round about according to their families.13And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron.14And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of Anak.15And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was Kirjath-sepher.16And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife.17And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife.18And it came to pass, as she came unto him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: and she lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wouldest thou?19Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs.


After the granting of Judah's inheritance, we have another example of bold, courageous faith. Once more we find it in the family of Caleb. By his side, Othniel his nephew and Achsah his daughter had been well trained. Day after day, throughout the long desert years, they had heard him applying the teaching in Deuteronomy 6:7, telling them about the good land which he had visited and the amazing fruit which he had brought back. Daily they had also been able to see him walking with enduring faith and later fighting for complete possession of this country. Such words and such an example bore fruit. Othniel and Achsah themselves learned slowly to love this land of Canaan which was the focal point of their father's thinking and affection. And when the time is ripe, faith blossoms forth: Othniel's possesses Kirjath-sepher, Achsah's lays claim to an additional inheritance in the land of Canaan. What joy for Caleb who said to Joshua, "Give me this mountain" (Joshua 14:12), to hear his daughter bringing her claims to him; "Give me . . . give me more . . .!" (v. 19) (cf. Matt. 11:12). With such preparation and such a companion, Othniel was qualified to take up the responsibility of a judge in Israel at a later date (Judges 3:9-11).


December 21

Joshua 15:20-63; Joshua 16:1-10

20This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families.21And the uttermost cities of the tribe of the children of Judah toward the coast of Edom southward were Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagur,22And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah,23And Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan,24Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth,25And Hazor, Hadattah, and Kerioth, and Hezron, which is Hazor,26Amam, and Shema, and Moladah,27And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon, and Beth-palet,28And Hazar-shual, and Beer-sheba, and Bizjothjah,29Baalah, and Iim, and Azem,30And Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah,31And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sansannah,32And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon: all the cities are twenty and nine, with their villages:33And in the valley, Eshtaol, and Zoreah, and Ashnah,34And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah, and Enam,35Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah,36And Sharaim, and Adithaim, and Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen cities with their villages:37Zenan, and Hadashah, and Migdal-gad,38And Dilean, and Mizpeh, and Joktheel,39Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon,40And Cabbon, and Lahmam, and Kithlish,41And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and Makkedah; sixteen cities with their villages:42Libnah, and Ether, and Ashan,43And Jiphtah, and Ashnah, and Nezib,44And Keilah, and Achzib, and Mareshah; nine cities with their villages:45Ekron, with her towns and her villages:46From Ekron even unto the sea, all that lay near Ashdod, with their villages:47Ashdod with her towns and her villages, Gaza with her towns and her villages, unto the river of Egypt, and the great sea, and the border thereof:48And in the mountains, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh,49And Dannah, and Kirjath-sannah, which is Debir,50And Anab, and Eshtemoh, and Anim,51And Goshen, and Holon, and Giloh; eleven cities with their villages:52Arab, and Dumah, and Eshean,53And Janum, and Beth-tappuah, and Aphekah,54And Humtah, and Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, and Zior; nine cities with their villages:55Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Juttah,56And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah,57Cain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with their villages:58Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor,59And Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and Eltekon; six cities with their villages:60Kirjath-baal, which is Kirjath-jearim, and Rabbah; two cities with their villages:61In the wilderness, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah,62And Nibshan, and the city of Salt, and En-gedi; six cities with their villages.63As for the Jebusites the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out: but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day.
1And the lot of the children of Joseph fell from Jordan by Jericho, unto the water of Jericho on the east, to the wilderness that goeth up from Jericho throughout mount Bethel,2And goeth out from Bethel to Luz, and passeth along unto the borders of Archi to Ataroth,3And goeth down westward to the coast of Japhleti, unto the coast of Beth-horon the nether, and to Gezer: and the goings out thereof are at the sea.4So the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.5And the border of the children of Ephraim according to their families was thus: even the border of their inheritance on the east side was Ataroth-addar, unto Beth-horon the upper;6And the border went out toward the sea to Michmethah on the north side; and the border went about eastward unto Taanath-shiloh, and passed by it on the east to Janohah;7And it went down from Janohah to Ataroth, and to Naarath, and came to Jericho, and went out at Jordan.8The border went out from Tappuah westward unto the river Kanah; and the goings out thereof were at the sea. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim by their families.9And the separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children of Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.10And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under tribute.


The long awaited moment has come when Israel can take possession of their inheritance. Judah is the first to receive his portion of land, the towns being listed as if to emphasize the concern which the LORD feels for each plot of this land which is His own. Let us also have an ever increasing vision of the people of God, especially with a view to including them in our prayers.
Alas! At the end of each demarcation, we find a 'but'. The victory is not complete. Judah does not succeed in driving out the Jebusites (v. 63). Until David's reign those people held a strong position at Jerusalem: the stronghold of Zion (2 Sam. 5:6). Ephraim is equally incapable of driving out the Canaanites from Gezer (16:10). These defeated foes, whom they force to pay tax, are surely inoffensive? Not so, according to the words of Moses, they will prove to be snares in the midst of Israel, leading them into evil ways and idol worship. What about our hearts, dear children of God? Do not we tolerate in our lives certain 'enemies' who appear harmless to us? We are accustomed to their presence; it would be costly for us to have done with them. May the Lord give us the courage to do that very thing so that He alone reigns over our heart (Rom. 6:12)!


December 22

Joshua 17:1-18

1There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was the firstborn of Joseph; to wit, for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead: because he was a man of war, therefore he had Gilead and Bashan.2There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their families; for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their families.3But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: and these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.4And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren. Therefore according to the commandment of the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brethren of their father.5And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan;6Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons: and the rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead.7And the coast of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethah, that lieth before Shechem; and the border went along on the right hand unto the inhabitants of En-tappuah.8Now Manasseh had the land of Tappuah: but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh belonged to the children of Ephraim;9And the coast descended unto the river Kanah, southward of the river: these cities of Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast of Manasseh also was on the north side of the river, and the outgoings of it were at the sea:10Southward it was Ephraim's, and northward it was Manasseh's, and the sea is his border; and they met together in Asher on the north, and in Issachar on the east.11And Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher Beth-shean and her towns, and Ibleam and her towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, and the inhabitants of Endor and her towns, and the inhabitants of Taanach and her towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns, even three countries.12Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities; but the Canaanites would dwell in that land.13Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were waxen strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute; but did not utterly drive them out.14And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying, Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am a great people, forasmuch as the LORD hath blessed me hitherto?15And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee.16And the children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and all the Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both they who are of Beth-shean and her towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel.17And Joshua spake unto the house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, Thou art a great people, and hast great power: thou shalt not have one lot only:18But the mountain shall be thine; for it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down: and the outgoings of it shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots, and though they be strong.


Manasseh receives his portion of land and at once the five daughters of Zelophehad appear with their beautiful determination. Referring to the LORD'S commandment to Moses, they claim the long awaited portion of land. Half of their tribe chose the other side of Jordan, but for them the question does not arise. Their inheritance is in Canaan amongst their brethren. Let us be reminded by this incident that if Christian women are not called to a number of public ministries such as preaching, their inheritance and enjoyment of heavenly blessings are in no way inferior to those of their brethren.
In a general way, let us notice with what care the LORD marks the limits of each tribe. In turn, each one receives his portion of land with firstly an indication of the border and then the list of towns found within it. God expects from His people in return eagerness to take possession. Now look at Ephraim! He does not like his mountain; it requires too much effort. He asks for another portion of land, not out of faith but idleness. How much we lose, like this tribe, through lack of energy, especially in the area which is always open to us, prayer (James 4:2).


December 23

Joshua 18:1-11 ; Joshua 19:49-51 

1And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.2And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes, which had not yet received their inheritance.3And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which the LORD God of your fathers hath given you?4Give out from among you three men for each tribe: and I will send them, and they shall rise, and go through the land, and describe it according to the inheritance of them; and they shall come again to me.5And they shall divide it into seven parts: Judah shall abide in their coast on the south, and the house of Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the north.6Ye shall therefore describe the land into seven parts, and bring the description hither to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the LORD our God.7But the Levites have no part among you; for the priesthood of the LORD is their inheritance: and Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, have received their inheritance beyond Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave them.8And the men arose, and went away: and Joshua charged them that went to describe the land, saying, Go and walk through the land, and describe it, and come again to me, that I may here cast lots for you before the LORD in Shiloh.9And the men went and passed through the land, and described it by cities into seven parts in a book, and came again to Joshua to the host at Shiloh.10And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD: and there Joshua divided the land unto the children of Israel according to their divisions.11And the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families: and the coast of their lot came forth between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph.
49When they had made an end of dividing the land for inheritance by their coasts, the children of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them:50According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked, even Timnath-serah in mount Ephraim: and he built the city, and dwelt therein.51These are the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, divided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. So they made an end of dividing the country.


Seven tribes have not yet received their inheritance. So Joshua has the land surveyed and distributes the respective portions of land by drawing lots. Of course God directs the outcome in accordance with His will. There is no such thing as luck and a Christian should never speak of good or bad luck.
In Psalm 16 we hear a person declaring (Christ Himself prior to His earthly life): "The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage" (v. 6). Let us strive to discover the beauty and value of all that God has given us in Christ. And let us be thankful (Col. 3:15). Joshua, a member of the tribe of Ephraim, is an example to his brethren by choosing his inheritance on the mountain which they had spurned (Joshua 17:16). And this portion of land bears a significant name: Timnath-serah meaning 'abundant portion'.
The long lists of cities are a reminder that we "believers of the Gentiles" were "aliens from the commonwealth (literally "city-rights") of Israel" But now "made nigh by the blood of Christ" we have become "fellow-citizens with the saints" (Eph. 2:12-13, 19). "Our citizenship (R.V.) is in heaven" (Phil. 3:20). Soon we shall live in the heavenly city.


December 24

Joshua 20:1-9 ; Joshua 21:1-3

1The LORD also spake unto Joshua, saying,2Speak to the children of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spake unto you by the hand of Moses:3That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly may flee thither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.4And when he that doth flee unto one of those cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city unto them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among them.5And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his hand; because he smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime.6And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the high priest that shall be in those days: then shall the slayer return, and come unto his own city, and unto his own house, unto the city from whence he fled.7And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee in mount Naphtali, and Shechem in mount Ephraim, and Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, in the mountain of Judah.8And on the other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness upon the plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.9These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them, that whosoever killeth any person at unawares might flee thither, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood before the congregation.
1Then came near the heads of the fathers of the Levites unto Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua the son of Nun, and unto the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel;2And they spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, The LORD commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs thereof for our cattle.3And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities and their suburbs.


On the other side of the Jordan, three cities of refuge in case of manslaughter had already been appointed by Moses (Deut. 4:41-43). Three others are now selected in the country itself in the north, centre and south. Each one is situated on a mountain (v. 7), reminding us of that saying of the Lord Jesus: "A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid" (Matt. 5:14). Visible to all and the unfortunate manslayer especially who was running there for refuge, the city of refuge was a constant reminder of the grace of God. The first of these cities, Kedesh, was found in Galilee, a region dear to the believer's heart. It was there that Jesus of Nazareth lived for thirty years, there where He served, healed, taught the disciples and the crowds. Shechem in Ephraim is often identified with that "city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph " (and for that reason included in the inheritance of Ephraim son of Joseph: Joshua 24:32). Shechem also brings to mind the divine Traveller who, wearied with His journey, sat down one day beside its well (John 4:6). Finally Hebron, the fortress of conquered death, becomes a place of shelter and a lofty retreat.
Chapter 21 is devoted to the inheritance of the Levites. Forty-eight towns are granted to them, allocated from the inheritance of the other tribes.


December 25

Joshua 21:41-45 ; Joshua 22:1-6 

41All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty and eight cities with their suburbs.42These cities were every one with their suburbs round about them: thus were all these cities.43And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein.44And the LORD gave them rest round about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand.45There failed not ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.
1Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh,2And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you:3Ye have not left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God.4And now the LORD your God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he promised them: therefore now return ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side Jordan.5But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.6So Joshua blessed them, and sent them away: and they went unto their tents.


In contrast to the Levites whose portion was the LORD we meet again here the two and a half tribes who were firmly attached to their earthly goods. Laden with riches taken from the enemy, blessed by Joshua, it might seem as though all was well for these men of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh. But not so! While crossing Jordan again, which they had formerly done in so grand a manner, they were to suffer great loss! The ark was not with them in this second crossing; it remained in Canaan. You might ask perhaps: "What were they to do?" Their families were on the other side! Joshua 22:19 shows that there was yet time to have these come into the land too. Besides which, did not the Lord Jesus say: "He that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:37)? Alas, how many young Christians having begun well, fought well, have then gone away both from the Lord and the rest of God's people. And often it is because of family ties which they have formed wilfully, having no respect for God's rightful claims. We seem to hear the sad question which the Lord put to His disciples "Will ye also go away?" (John 6:67). Reader, if He were to ask you the same question today, would you reply in the same way as His disciple Peter?


December 26

Joshua 22:7-20

7Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given possession in Bashan: but unto the other half thereof gave Joshua among their brethren on this side Jordan westward. And when Joshua sent them away also unto their tents, then he blessed them,8And he spake unto them, saying, Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver, and with gold, and with brass, and with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with your brethren.9And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go unto the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, whereof they were possessed, according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.10And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to.11And the children of Israel heard say, Behold, the chidren of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh have built an altar over against the land of Canaan, in the borders of Jordan, at the passage of the children of Israel.12And when the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go up to war against them.13And the children of Israel sent unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest,14And with him ten princes, of each chief house a prince throughout all the tribes of Israel; and each one was an head of the house of their fathers among the thousands of Israel.15And they came unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, unto the land of Gilead, and they spake with them, saying,16Thus saith the whole congregation of the LORD, What trespass is this that ye have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that ye have builded you an altar, that ye might rebel this day against the LORD?17Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day, although there was a plague in the congregation of the LORD,18But that ye must turn away this day from following the LORD? and it will be, seeing ye rebel to day against the LORD, that to morrow he will be wroth with the whole congregation of Israel.19Notwithstanding, if the land of your possession be unclean, then pass ye over unto the land of the possession of the LORD, wherein the LORD's tabernacle dwelleth, and take possession among us: but rebel not against the LORD, nor rebel against us, in building you an altar beside the altar of the LORD our God.20Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? and that man perished not alone in his iniquity.


"Divide the spoil . . . with your brethren" was the command made by Joshua to those who were going away (v. 8). Whether it be biblical truths of Christian experiences, the Lord calls us to share with others the spiritual wealth amassed in the promised land. In the same way as these men were able to tell their families of the memorable crossing of the Jordan and of Joshua's glorious victories, so too a young believer will be able to tell of the "wonders" performed for him by the Lord or discovered in His Word (Joshua 3:5).
As they separated, the warriors from Reuben, Gad and Manasseh built "a great altar" on the banks of the Jordan. Their brethren from the other tribes were immediately worried and were ready to intervene. What did it signify, this building of an altar? An act of defiance against the LORD? A proclamation of independence? Whatever the explanation, here was the first difficulty which would not have arisen if these tribes had remained in Canaan. The inquest was conducted by Phinehas, a priest who had already proved his zeal at a former critical hour in the history of God's people. Jealous with jealousy for the sake of the LORD (Num. 25:11) he combines love for God with love for his brethren, two ever-inseparable virtues! (1 John 4:20-21).


December 27

Joshua 22:21-34

21Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh answered, and said unto the heads of the thousands of Israel,22The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of gods, he knoweth, and Israel he shall know; if it be in rebellion, or if in transgression against the LORD, (save us not this day,)23That we have built us an altar to turn from following the LORD, or if to offer thereon burnt offering or meat offering, or if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the LORD himself require it;24And if we have not rather done it for fear of this thing, saying, In time to come your children might speak unto our children, saying, What have ye to do with the LORD God of Israel?25For the LORD hath made Jordan a border between us and you, ye children of Reuben and children of Gad; ye have no part in the LORD: so shall your children make our children cease from fearing the LORD.26Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to build us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice:27But that it may be a witness between us, and you, and our generations after us, that we might do the service of the LORD before him with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings; that your children may not say to our children in time to come, Ye have no part in the LORD.28Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us or to our generations in time to come, that we may say again, Behold the pattern of the altar of the LORD, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between us and you.29God forbid that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn this day from following the LORD, to build an altar for burnt offerings, for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, beside the altar of the LORD our God that is before his tabernacle.30And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the congregation and heads of the thousands of Israel which were with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spake, it pleased them.31And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the LORD is among us, because ye have not committed this trespass against the LORD: now ye have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD.32And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes, returned from the children of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought them word again.33And the thing pleased the children of Israel; and the children of Israel blessed God, and did not intend to go up against them in battle, to destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.34And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar Ed: for it shall be a witness between us that the LORD is God.


The children of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh explain their intentions and their sincerity is acknowledged by their brethren. But what good is this fine altar? Was there not another monument set likewise near the Jordan but which represented a contrary thought: the pile of twelve stones, a symbol of the unity of the nation in its divine position? (Joshua 4). But these two and a half tribes lost (like so many Christians) the full enjoyment of their privileges. In Christendom, too, many grand-looking altars have been raised. Scaffolded by men's imagination, they do not witness to the unity of the Church but rather proclaim its divisions. And the just indignation of the nine and a half tribes shows us just how seriously we have to take the division of God's people. To raise and set forth grand principles, even where they conform to Scripture, would never replace the enjoyment of the "land". The believer who has experienced this enjoyment is not always able to explain or expound upon it to others. But he can invite them to "Come and see" (John 1:39, 47). "If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious" says the apostle Peter, "to whom coming . . . ye are built up a spiritual house . . ." (1 Peter 2:3-5).


December 28

Joshua 23:1-13

1And it came to pass a long time after that the LORD had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age.2And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, and said unto them, I am old and stricken in age:3And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for you.4Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea westward.5And the LORD your God, he shall expel them from before you, and drive them from out of your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the LORD your God hath promised unto you.6Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left;7That ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them:8But cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have done unto this day.9For the LORD hath driven out from before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to stand before you unto this day.10One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you.11Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your God.12Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you:13Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.


 In his turn Joshua comes to the end of his career. "Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written . . . " he says to the heads of the people (v. 6). It was the word the LORD had spoken to him at the start (Joshua 1:7), a word which Moses had repeated many times. And still today this is the very instruction we need. Many people find the Gospel old and outdated. They have "itching ears" to hear new things (2 Tim. 4:3). Let us thank the Lord for servants who do not tire of repeating the same truths and of giving the same exhortations. "To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous", affirms Paul to the Philippians, "but for you it is safe." (Phil. 3 :1). Let us therefore not grow weary of hearing them.
To mention and talk of the gods of the other nations is the first step to swearing by them, then serving them, and finally bowing down before them (v. 7). This is why the epistle to the Ephesians enjoins us not even to mention the impure, foolish and unbecoming things of the world "as becometh saints" (Eph. 5:3-4). Perhaps we do not always take enough care about the language we use! May others recognize by our language that we are disciples of Jesus! (Matt. 26:73 in contrast with v. 74).


December 29

Joshua 23:14-16; Joshua 24:1-5

14And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof.15Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD your God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.16When ye have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; then shall the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto you.
1And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.2And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.3And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.4And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.5I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought you out.


To the people gathered at Shechem, Joshua recalls the great moments of their history. In so doing he needs to go to the distant past, not only to make a gratifying reference to Abraham which Israel was glad to be reminded of (John 8:33, 39) but back to Abraham's father, Terah, who had served other gods. Joshua seeks by this to show them that idolatry is not only the way of the nations in spiritual darkness all around, but also that it was in their blood too, in their own nature. "You are", he says, "no better than the rest." Again let us hear what the epistle to the Ephesians says, "you . . . were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world . . . fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others." If we can recognize that we too were amongst these wretched ones found "on the other side of the river", serving the idols of this world, let us read again and marvel in the verses which follow at what God "who is rich in mercy" has done for His own (Eph. 2:1 . . .). For we plumb the depths of the grace of God in proportion to our recognition of our need of that grace in our lives.


December 30

Joshua 24:6-15

6And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea.7And when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season.8And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before you.9Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:10But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.11And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand.12And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.13And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.14Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.15And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.


Joshua's farewell to the people reminds us of Paul's farewell to the elders of the Ephesian assembly (Acts 20:17 . . .). The faithful apostle also recalls the grace and the power of God who gives "an inheritance among all them which are sanctified" (v. 32). He underlines the ensuing responsibility and exhorts them to be on their guard, to be watchful (vv. 28, 31). He is also able to cite his own example: he has served the Lord (v. 19) and he has no further desire than to finish the ministry which he had received of the Lord (v. 24). This is how Joshua concludes too. His ministry seems ended. "As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD" he declares in an unshakeable commitment of the heart. He reminds us of an aged but still active missionary who used to thank the Lord for not pensioning off His tired old servants as employers in the world would do. Joshua speaks on his family's behalf. Does not his "me and my house we will serve" correspond in a very natural way to the statement of Acts 16:31 "thou shalt be saved, and thy house"? The believer and those who are his are saved to serve.
And now, dear reader, what does that call you to do? We are at the end of the year. Will we see another year out? "Choose you this day whom ye will serve"! (v. 15) and make sure your choice is the right one!


December 31

Joshua 24:16-33

16And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods;17For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed:18And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God.19And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.20If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.21And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD.22And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.23Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel.24And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.25So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.26And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the LORD.27And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God.28So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his inheritance.29And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years old.30And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in mount Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash.31And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel.32And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph.33And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill that pertained to Phinehas his son, which was given him in mount Ephraim.


Israel responds to Joshua's exhortation and the personal example he sets with a prompt profession of faith. The people undertake to serve the LORD. But good intentions are not enough. V. 23 shows us that the foreign gods are still there, so that Joshua is obliged to speak to them in these terms: "Ye cannot serve the LORD" (v. 19). "No servant can serve two masters" affirms the Lord Jesus (Luke 16:13).
Israel's good intentions will last as long as there are godly guides: Joshua, Eleazar, Phineas (cf. 2 Chron. 24:2). Dear friends, one last question: Are we joined to the Lord by a living, personal faith? Or have we just been satisfied up to now to follow after and imitate those who have instructed us? If this is so, what will we do when they are taken from us?
Joshua had finished his course. A faithful leader, he has walked the life of faith in the desert. He has fought the good fight of faith. In him we can recognize some features of the great Guide, the Overcomer of the world, the Author and Finisher of our faith. Let us beseech God that He teach us in our daily walk as in our fight of faith to fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb. 12:2).
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